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EDITORIAL 

By:  Merissa  Sherrill  Lynn 

(The  following  speech  was  delivered  by 
Merissa  Sherrill  Lynn  at  the  annual  Tiffany  Club 
Awards  Banquet,  January  28,  1989.  It  is  being 
reprinted  here  to  highlight  the  importance  of  love  and 
respect,  and  clarify  the  nature  of  “symbiotic  syner- 
gism’’, the  term  upon  which  I.F.G.E.  is  based.) 


(INTRODUCTION  - THE  EARLY  DAYS) 

During  our  last  Christmas  party  Roberta  Dear- 
born presented  a plaque  to  me  which  is  now  on  my  office 
wall.  It  says,  “In  Honor  of  the  10th  Anniversary  of  the 
Tiffany  Club.”  That  plaque  is  a miracle.  It’s  a miracle 
because  I remember  how  it  used  to  be  and  the  gloomy 
expectations  we  had  when  we  started. 

Fourteen  years  ago  I joined  Tiffany’s  predeces- 
sor ‘The  Jay  Cherrystone  Players’.  They  called  them- 
selves ‘Cherrystone’  because  one  evening  they  were  sit- 
ting around  drinking  when  someone  noticed  they  were  a 
bunch  of  cherries  getting  stoned;  hence,  ‘Cherrystone’. 
They  added  the  word  ‘players’  because  they  wanted 
people  to  think  they  were  actors  and  not  transvestites.  To 
say  they  were  paranoid  is  an  understatement. 

Cherrystone  had  something  like  7 or  8 members 
when  I joined  and  met  in  a Hobbit  hole  on  Columbus 
Avenue  in  Boston.  This  was  before  urban  renewal.  The 
place  resembled  post-war  Nuremburg.  The  surrounding 
bu  ild  ings  were  all  torched  and  strafed , and  the  streets  were 
filled  with  bomb  craters  for  pot  holes.  The  sidewalks  were 
lined  with  drunks  and  broken  wine  bottles.  More  often 
than  not  the  last  drunk  we  stepped  over  was  our  landlord. 
Once  in  the  apartment  the  group  usually  just  sat  around 
drinking  beer,  smoking,  and  telling  war  stories...,  and 
THAT  was  the  heart  of  the  TV  universe  in  New  England. 

In  1975  the  heart  of  the  TV  universe  was  in 
serious  trouble. 

A few  of  us  tried  to  do  something  about  that. 
Ariadne  Kane  was  the  first  to  try.  The  result  of  her  effort 
was  the  Outreach  Institute  and  Fantasia  Fair.  After  14 
years  the  Fair  remains  not  only  the  oldest  event  on  our 
community’s  calendar,  it  remains  one  of  the  finest. 

I was  the  next  to  try.  Unlike  Ariadne,  I tried  at  first 
to  work  within  the  Cherrystone  organization.  I had  a small 


(Merissa  & Roberta  Dearborn, 
President,  Tiffany  Club) 


problem.  First,  the  hard  core  Cherrystoners  were  happy 
with  the  status  quo,  and  fought  any  attempt  to  change. 
However,  that  same  hard  core  group  wouldn’t  sign  a 
lease,  but  the  resident  dominatrix  was  more  than  happy  to 
sign  anything.  As  a result  the  conservative  people  were  on 
the  way  out  and  the  swingers  on  the  way  in.  It  was  hard 
to  think  in  terms  of  educational  programs  with  your 
hostess  suspended  in  the  closet  and  everyone  else  tied  up 
— literally.  Trying  to  do  anything  positive  was  about  as 
much  fun  as  running  around  sticking  my  fingers  into  light 
sockets. 

If  we  were  ever  to  have  a successful  organization 
it  was  obvious  it  would  never  happen  through  Cherry- 
stone. There  was  only  one  thing  to  do  — follow  the  advice 
I have  since  given  to  many  of  you.  When  there  is  a 
boulder  in  your  path  it  is  easier  to  go  around  it  than 
through  it.  Take  two  steps  backwards,  three  steps  to  the 
side,  and  run  like  hell. 

In  November  1977 1 left  Cherrystone  which  then 
became  the  Mayflower  Society. 

By  May  1978  we  had  a long  range  battle  plan. 

By  November  we  had  a core  support  group. 

We  had  our  first  organizational  meeting  on 
November  26,  1978,  and  our  constitutional  meeting  on 
December  5.  December  5th  1978  is  the  Tiffany  Club’s 
birthday. 
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Actually,  it  wasn’t  originally  the  Tiffany  Club.  We 
had  hundreds  of  names  to  choose  from  ranging  from 
‘Genesis’  to  my  personal  favorite  ‘S.M.U.T.’  (Sexy  Men  in 
Undies  and  Tights),  which,  by  the  way,  was  contributed 
by  Pat  West.  Unfortunately  ‘Genesis’  was  already  taken 
and  no  one  else  liked  ‘S.M.U.T.’),  so  we  settled  on  ‘The 
Tiffany  Club’,  named  after  the  Tiffany  rose. 

(THE  CHALLENGE) 

In  my  office  I have  a collection  of  all  the  newslet- 
ters and  Tapestries  I’ve  ever  written.  I was  thumbing 
through  some  of  the  original  newsletters  and  came  across 
the  letter  announcing  our  first  organizational  meeting.  In 
it  was  a short  editorial  entitled  ‘The  Challenge’.  I want  to 
share  that  editorial  with  you.  Keep  in  mind  this  editorial 
was  written  before  the  Tiffany  Club  existed. 

“THE  CHALLENGE:  We  face  a beaut!  There 
are  many  people  who  cross-dress,  and  at  least  as  many 
reasons  for  cross-dressing.  There  are  conservative  people, 
exotic  people,  and  people  vulnerable  to  mood,  guilt,  fear, 
and  finances.  Some  people  want  a place  to  hide,  others 
want  a place  to  grow.  Some  want  parties,  and  others  to 
just  be  left  alone.  To  develop  an  active  and  effective  social 
and  service  organization  from  this  confusion  seems  some- 
what absurd,  yet  here  we  are  in  the  face  of  this  absurdity 
and  in  the  shadow  and  ashes  of  previous  attempts,  trying 
once  again  to  do  just  that. 

In  order  to  achieve  our  goals  we  must  first  recog- 
nize and  appreciate  the  right  of  each  of  us  to  be  different, 
to  be  our  own  person.  We  must  respect  and  accept  that 
each  of  us  has  a different  reason  for  dressing  and  different 
needs.  We  must  allow  people  to  seek  their  own  company 
and  their  own  way  without  inflicting  our  personal  ideals, 
prejudices  and  private  objectives  upon  them.  We  have  no 
room  for  personality  problems  or  unreasonable  demands 
upon  members.  We  have  all  the  room  in  the  world  for 
friendship,  respect,  and  above  all  else,  unselfish  coopera- 
tion. Let  us  remember  that  as  cross-dressers  we  are  special 
people,  all  members  of  the  same  unique  family.  Every 
member  of  that  family  is  our  sister  or  brother,  different,  yet 
deserving  our  love  and  our  respect. 

Ariadne  expresses  pessimism,  Paula  hopeful 
pessimism,  Patricia  optimism,  and  Carole  as  though  the 
Holy  Grail  were  around  the  comer.  So  whatever  our 
private  attitudes,  let’s  get  together  and  do  what  we  have  to 
do  to  get  what  needs  to  be  done,  done.” 

I read  this  editorial  to  you  for  a number  of 
reasons.  The  first  is  to  point  out  that  the  whole  idea  of 
forming  an  organization  like  the  Tiffany  Club  was  crazy, 
especially  in  light  of  all  the  diversity  of  our  people  and  all 
the  past  failures. 

The  second  reason  was  to  point  out  the  emphasis 
on  love  and  respect.  To  my  knowledge  no  other  organi- 
zation had  ever  been  based  on  love  and  respect.  Most 


were  based  on  a special  interest,  or  security  issues,  or 
parties.  More  on  that  in  a minute. 

The  third  and  most  important  reason  for  reading 
this  editorial  was  to  point  out  that  Ariadne  said  we  couldn’t 
do  it.  I said  we  could,  and  I love  it  when  I’m  right. 


(With  Denise  Jaye  and  Karen  Nielsen, 
Co-directors  Tiffany  Club  Programs) 


(LOVE  AND  RESPECT) 

Now  let’s  go  back  to  those  two  words  ‘love’  and 

‘respect’. 

Every  now  and  then  the  Tiffany  Club  needs  to  be 
reminded  of  why  it  exists.  It  exists  to  serve  our  member- 
ship, and  those  whose  lives  we  touch.  This  cannot  be 
done  if  we  do  not  love  and  respect  each  other. 

When  I say  love,  I’m  talking  about  caring  for  each 
other  because  we  have  an  obligation  to  care,  not  because 
we  happen  to  feel  like  it.  We  care  even  when  we  don’t  feel 
like  it...  and  that’s  hard  work.  You  love  because  it’s  right, 
and  for  no  other  reason. 

To  love  others  you  must  start  by  loving  yourself. 
Learning  to  love  yourself  is  a healing  process.  It  makes 
you  a happier  and  healthier  person,  a person  better  able 
to  care  about  others. 

Then,  when  you  are  able  to  love  yourself,  you 
have  the  obligation  to  care  about  others.  That’s  what 
makes  the  Tiffany  Club  work;  providing  an  environment 
in  which  people  can  learn  to  love  themselves,  and  then, 
people  caring  about  people. 

The  Tiffany  Club  is  successful  because  those  of 
us  who  founded  Tiffany  and  those  who  now  manage 
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Tiffany  love  you.  We  always  have  ...  we  always  will. 

But  caring  about  each  other  is  not  enough.  We 
must  also  respect  each  other.  I said  ‘respect’,  not  ‘under- 
stand’, for  unless  we  think  what  another  person  thinks  and 
feel  what  another  person  feels,  we  cannot  fully  under- 
stand them.  Also,  it  is  not  nearly  so  important  we  under- 
stand each  other  as  it  is  to  respect  each  other. 

Look  at  us!  We  are  a real  mixture  of  people. 
Some  of  us  are  in  transition.  Some  are  wives.  Some  of  us 
(myself  included)  identify  with  the  lady  on  the  Vermont 
Maid  syrup  bottle  ...  and  some  with  Wicked  Wanda.  We 
must  love  and  respect  each  other,  for  we  are  never  going 
to  be  able  to  understand  each  other. 

We  are  all  different.  Our  needs  are  different. 
Some  of  us  need  support  to  help  us  through  transition. 
Some  need  help  coping  with  our  relationships.  Some  of 
us  need  the  opportunity  to  express  ourselves  when  we  feel 
like  a nut,  and  when  we  don’t.  In  order  for  the  Tiffany 
Club  to  continue  being  successful,  we  must  not  only 
continue  to  care  about  each  other,  we  must  respect  each 
other’s  differences. 

Once  we  are  able  to  love  and  respect  each  other 
we  will  then  be  able  to  make  the  compromises  necessary 
to  live  together  in  peace,  and  in  harmony. 

Each  and  every  one  of  you  has  rights.  You  all 
have  the  right  to  be  who  and  what  you  are,  to  be  happy, 
and  to  live  in  peace.  You  also  have  the  right  to  be  the  best 
that  you  can  be. 

Niela  Miller  teaches  us  that  to  achieve  those 
objectives  you  must  be  in  harmony  with  your  total  being 
...  your  yin  and  your  yang.  (As  Dr.  Roc  once  said  at 
Fantasia  Fair,  you  must  grab  your  yin  by  the  yang. ) To  be 
all  you  can  be  you  must  leam  to  appreciate  and  use  both 
your  masculine  and  your  feminine  qualities  to  your  ad- 
vantage. The  Tiffany  Club  is  founded  on  and  dedicated 
to  that  principle,  and  that  is  why  I believe  the  Tiffany  Club 
is  one  of  the  best  organizations  in  the  world  today. 

(SYMBIOTIC  SYNERGISM  IN  TIFFANY  AND  I F.G.E.) 

Now  that  I’ve  told  you  all  how  wonderful  you  are, 
I’d  like  to  change  the  subject. 

When  I was  invited  to  come  and  talk  with  you  I 
was  asked  to  say  something  about  the  relationship  be- 
tween the  Tiffany  Club  and  the  International  Foundation 
for  Gender  Education.  I think  I can  best  do  that  by 
explaining  a term  coined  by  Gloria  Wright. 

A few  years  ago  Gloria  was  at  one  of  our  business 
meetings  when  she  stood  up  and  with  considerable  pride 
exclaimed,  “I.F.G.E.  is  a symbiotic  synergism!”  We  were 
all  so  inspired  by  this  revelation  that  we  immediately 


dashed  out  to  buy  dictionaries  to  find  out  what  she  said. 

It  turns  out  that  ‘symbiotic  synergism’  is  a very 
good  term  for  both  the  Tiffany  Club  and  I.F.G.E. 

‘Symbiotic’  means  different  individuals  orgroups 
in  the  same  environment  where  their  existence  is  benefi- 
cial to  one  another. 

‘Synergism’  is  the  combined  action  of  different 
individuals  or  groups  to  produce  a greater  effect  than 
anyone  could  produce  on  their  own. 

In  the  Tiffany  Club  our  membership  spans  the 
spectrum  from  those  who  identify  with  Betty  Crocker  to 
those  who  identify  with  Wicked  Wanda.  Tiffany’s  special 
interest  groups  range  from  what  I call  the  Sorority  of  the 
Kappa  Tau  (Kappa  Tau  stands  for  Kitchen  Table),  to 
transsexuals,  to  wives,  to  the  Good-Time-Charlenes. 

Separately  these  groups  would  not  exist  for  very 
long,  yet  together  we  make  one  of  the  strongest  organiza- 
tions in  the  world  and  are  still  able  to  cater  to  the  needs  of 
individuals.  That  is  what  is  meant  by  ‘symbiotic  syner- 
gism’ . . . different  people  in  the  same  environment  working 
together  for  the  benefit  of  all. 

Now  let’s  take  it  a step  further.  We  as  individuals, 
as  special  interest  groups,  as  organizations,  are  members 
of  a community. . . , a gender  community. 

I use  ‘gender  community’  as  opposed  to  ‘TV-TS 
community’  because  we  all  have  gender-related  issues  in 
our  lives  whether  we  cross-dress  or  not,  and  it  is  those 
gender  issues  that  make  us  a community.  It  doesn’t  matter 
if  we  are  concerned  with  transition,  expression,  or  rela- 
tionships. We  are  all  different,  as  different  as  I am  from 
you,  as  the  Tiffany  Club  is  from  the  Twenty  Club  or  the 
Outreach  Institute.  Yet,  because  we  exist  we  are  all 
members  of  the  same  community. 

Together  we  can  do  more  good  for  more  people 
than  any  of  us  could  do  on  our  own. 

I.F.G.E.  is  intended  to  provide  the  means  by 
which  we  can  work  together. 

Let  me  give  you  some  examples: 

I.F.G.E.  publishes  The  TV-TS  Tapestry  Journal. 
Hopefully  you  are  all  familiar  with  it.  The  Tapestry  pools 
the  resources  of  our  community  as  a whole  and  produces 
a better  publication  than  anyone  could  do  on  their  own. 
The  result  is  perhaps  the  finest  information,  communica- 
tions, and  outreach  tool  our  community  has. 

I.F.G.E.  sponsors  the  annual  ‘Coming  Together 
- Working  Together’  convention.  The  purpose  of  that 
convention  is  to  bring  everyone  together,  to  leam  from 
each  other,  and  to  help  each  other,  and  most  important  of 
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all,  for  us  to  fed  like  a community. 

I.F.G.E.  has  a congress  of  organization  represen- 
tatives. These  reps  are  the  communications  conduits 
between  their  organizations  and  the  rest  of  the  world,  and 
give  their  organizations  a say  in  the  affairs  of  our  commu- 
nity. 

Our  speakers  bureau  is  a pool  of  speakers  from 
all  the  organizations.  We  are  developing  research  projects 
that  require  community-wide  cooperation....,  and  so  on. 

The  point  is  the  Tiffany  Club  is  intended  to  be  the 
regional  social  and  support  organization  while  I.F.G.E.  is 
intended  to  be  the  unifying  factor  for  the  gender  commu- 
nity as  a whole.  The  love  and  respect  that  we  have  for 
each  other  and  what  we  can  do  to  benefit  others  and  the 
willingness  to  do  it  is  what  makes  us  a community. 

(CONCLUSION) 

I love  the  Tiffany  Club.  Tiffany  was  my  idea  - and 
my  baby.  Over  the  years  we  have  worked  together, 


learned  from  each  other,  and  grown  together.  We  have 
also  shared  some  pain  and  tears.  Tiffany  has  grown  up 
and  is  no  longer  my  baby.  Now  I have  a new  baby  — 
I.F.G.E.! 

I know,  I’m  sounding  like  a mother.  Well  I am  a 
mother ...  and  a child  ...  and  so  are  all  of  you.  Jolynne 
White  in  her  healing  circles  teaches  us  that  the  “mother” 
is  the  caring  and  nurturing  part  of  us  all,  and  that  the 
“child”  is  the  part  of  us  that  needs.  The  mother  comforts 
the  child.  You  are  all  my  children  — and  I am  yours. 

The  Tiffany  Club  is  my  home,  and  the  gender 
community  is  my  family.  I want  my  family  to  grow  strong, 
and  healthy,  and  happy,  and  successful.  Please  help  me 
make  it  happen. 

God  bless  you.  I love  you  all. 


EDITORIAL 

IGNORANCE  vs  EDUCATION 

by:  Wendi  Pierce 
Chairman,  IFGE  Board 

How  many  times  have  you  heard  the  expression, 
“Ignorance  is  Bliss”?  Ignorance  is  the  key  here.  It  implies 
that  there  is  no  knowledge  present  on  the  given  topic. 
Also,  ignorance  might  imply  lack  of  exposure  to  subject. 
In  the  case  of  the  general  populous  vs  the  cross-gender 
community,  this  has  been  the  norm. 

Things  are  changing,  and  society  in  general  is 
beginning  to  be  aware  that  we  exist.  We  as  cross-gender 
individuals  are  faced  with  a general  populous  that  for  the 
most  part  is  ignorant  of  our  desires,  drives,  and  needs. 
Generally,  they  are  ignorant  of  us,  and  therefore  are  not 
concerned.  This  changes  when  they  are  exposed  to 
members  of  our  community.  Due  to  a lack  of  background 
and  insight  into  us  and  our  drives,  etc.,  they  are  quick  to 
label  us  with  derogatory  names  such  as  sick,  weird,  even 
demented.  When  people  are  faced  with  activity  that  is 
foreign,  possibly  even  repulsive  due  to  their  programming 
by  society,  they  can  even  be  hostile  and  abusive.  Anyone 
who  has  had  contact  with  society  while  in  a cross-gender 
role,  usually  in  initial  attempts  at  going  public,  has  run  into 


this  to  some  degree.  The  stronger  people  are  programmed 
by  society,  and  the  stronger  they  accept  society’s  arbitrary 
rules,  the  more  difficult  it  is  to  enlighten  them  to  our  special 
desires  and  needs. 
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This  is  our  lot.  We  can  face  it,  or  we  can  try  to 
ignore  it.  As  members  of  this  community,  we  owe  a debt 
to  the  spokespersons  of  our  community.  We  owe  our 
support  to  those  in  the  community  that  have  taken  up  the 
task  of  educating  society  in  general.  They  are  the  ones 
that  are  fighting  the  ignorance  in  society  at  large,  and  are 
smoothing  the  way  for  people  like  ourselves.  They  are  the 
ones  that  are  taking  the  chances,  going  very  public,  i.e. 
national  television,  etc.,  in  order  to  educate  Joe  and  Mary 
back  in  Nebraska,  that  we  are  people,  possibly  a little 
different  in  our  needs  and  desires,  but  none  the  less 
people,  deserving  the  same  respect  that  they  show  their 
next  door  neighbors.  For  all  they  know  we  may  be  their 
next  door  neighbors.  It  is  through  the  efforts  of  this  small 
group  of  spokespersons  at  a national  level,  through  the 
efforts  of  our  local  outreach  and  through  our  own  contact 
with  society  in  general  that  the  education  process  contin- 
ues. 

You  may  feel  that  a specific  national  broadcast  or 
the  efforts  of  a specific  local  group  are  not  in  line  with  your 
personal  gender  identity.  This  might  be  true,  but  the 
gender  spectrum  is  a continuum,  and  for  each  of  us,  there 
is  a level  that  we  feel  comfortable  somewhere  along  this 
continuum.  Gender  contentment  may  be  satisfied  with  an 
occasional  outing  while  cross-dressed,  it  may  be  living  in 
the  opposite  gender  role  full  time,  or  it  may  be  SRS.  We 
are  all  individuals  and  we  all  have  different  levels  that  we 
consider  satisfactory  along  this  line.  None  is  more  correct 
that  another.  No  position  on  the  gender  line  carries  more 
weight  than  any  other.  We  need  to  keep  this  in  mind.  We 
need  to  respect  the  needs  and  desires  of  others  in  our 
community.  It  bothers  me  when  one  member  of  our 
community  shuns  or  is  negative  toward  another  member 
because  that  person  is  content  to  be  at  another  point  on 
the  gender  line.  The  comments  typically  are,  “I’m  not  like 
that”,  or  “They  look  ridiculous”.  The  truth  is,  we  are  all 
very  similar  inside.  Our  position  on  the  gender  line  may 
be  different,  but  we  still  are  members  of  this  community. 

When  we  ignore  or  are  negative  toward  a portion 
of  our  community,  we  are  no  better  than  the  segment  of 
the  population  in  society  at  large  that  is  abusive  to  our 
community  in  general.  We  may  for  one  reason  or  an- 
other, not  wish  to  actively  support  or  become  visibly 
involved  with  some  segment  of  the  cross-gender  commu- 
nity, but,  on  the  other  hand,  we  should  at  least  passively 
support  that  segment  and  the  community  in  general. 

Support  can  be  in  many  ways.  It  can  be  the 
subscription  to  a newsletter  or  national  publication,  it  can 
be  the  support  of  a local  group,  it  can  be  the  willingness  to 
participate  in  educating  the  general  public.  We  all  need  to 
be  involved.  We  all  need  to  recognize  the  fact  that  we  do 
belong  to  this  community  and  will  benefit  from  the  efforts 
of  those  that  are  trying  to  make  our  nature,  our  desires  and 
our  needs  known  to  society  in  general. 


dous  growth  in  communication  between  the  various  seg- 
ments of  our  community.  Through  this  communication, 
groups  around  the  country  and  world  have  begun  to 
share  ideas,  to  realize  that  there  are  many  others  who  are 
like  ourselves.  Due  to  the  efforts  of  a few  dedicated 
individuals  in  the  Boston  area,  led  by  Merissa  Sherrill 
Lynn,  an  international  foundation  has  blossomed.  This 
foundation  is  The  International  Foundation  for  Gender 
Education.  It  is  struggling.  It  has  had  a rough  and  bumpy 
first  few  years,  but  is  alive  and  growing. 

IFGE  is  not  a select,  isolated,  or  narrow  segment 
group.  It  is  a collection  of  individuals  from  all  segments  of 
the  cross-gender  community.  These  individuals  and  the 
groups  they  are  associated  with,  are  IFGE. 

You  may  ask,  “What  can  IFGE  do  for  me?”  The 
answer  is  in  its  name.  The  words  ‘gender  education’  tell 
it  all.  Yes,  IFGE  is  in  the  business  of  education,  ‘gender’ 
education  to  be  specific.  I started  this  article  by  saying  that 
ignorance  is  the  major  problem  that  faces  our  community, 
and  education  is  the  cure  for  that  problem.  This  is  what 
IFGE  stands  for  and  this  is  what  IFGE  is  willing  to  provide. 

IFGE  needs  our  support.  It  needs  many  things  to 
be  successful  but  support  from  the  cross-gender  commu- 
nity on  a grass  roots  level  is  the  main  ingredient  at  this 
time.  Individuals  and  groups  have  started  to  realize  that 
IFGE  can  make  a difference. 

This  year  many  things  were  accomplished:  IFGE’s 
2nd  national  convention  was  held  in  Chicago;  an  office, 
small  and  already  overflowing,  was  opened  in  Waltham 
MA;  the  official  journal,  Tapestry,  has  had  two  issues 
(more  could  have  been  produced  but  funding  was  not 
available;  a national  “Hot  Line”  was  established  to  direct 
callers  to  groups  at  the  local  level;  several  national  and 
regional  appearances  were  made  on  TV  and  radio  to 
address  gender  issues;  grants  for  research  in  gender 
related  issues  were  identified  and  will  be  sought;...  all 
within  the  past  12  months. 

Our  support,  in  whatever  ways  we  can,  will  be 
the  key  to  the  future  success  of  this  foundation.  We  as 
individuals  need  to  get  involved.  We  can  be  the  local 
outreach  arm  of  IFGE,  supporting  its  programs  and  get- 
ting the  word  out  that  IFGE  exists.  The  IFGE  convention 
for  1989,  called  “SF  ’89"  is  coming  up  next  April.  If  you 
have  the  time  and  the  funds,  do  try  to  make  attending  this 
event  a priority.  Through  events  such  as  this  we  get  the 
chance  to  meet  others  from  other  segments  in  the  commu- 
nity, and  share  common  ideas.  This  fosters  unity,  a goal 
that  will  give  us  the  strength  and  voice  necessary  to  tackle 
the  task  of  educating  society  in  general  of  our  nature.  We 
need  to  educate  society  if  we  are  ever  to  make  progress 
toward  a general  acceptance  of  our  nature. 

I’ll  close  for  now  with,  GO  FOR  IT!  


In  the  last  few  years,  there  has  been  a tremen- 


10 


JOLYNNE  WHITE,  #2 

In  my  last  article  I introduced  myself,  told  you 
how  I interact  with  the  TV/TS  Community,  and  what  I 
hope  to  accomplish,  namely  to  help  people  achieve  a 
sense  of  wholeness  and  well-being.  The  focus  of  this 
article  deals  with  my  varied  attempts  to  achieve  that 
objective  within  myself,  my  attempts  to  achieve  a better 
sense  of  balance  in  my  life.  I will  then  look  at  what  worked 
and  what  did  not,  and  introduce  a few  healing  tools.  This 
article  is  the  springboard  for  future  articles,  and  I hope  it 
will  prove  interesting  and  informative. 

At  an  early  age  I learned  it  was  better  to  be  totally 
independent,  thinking  I should  be  able  to  do  it  all  myself. 
That  approach  appeared  to  work  on  the  outside,  but  no 
one  else  could  see  my  unhappiness,  insecurity  and  low 
self-esteem.  Being  a human  being  with  human  frailties  I 
finally  accepted  I needed  help  to  learn  how  to  feel  better 
about  myself. 

Over  the  years  I tried  several  different  therapists 
and  techniques  - psychoanalytical,  rational-emotive, 
Rogerian,  Gestalt,  and  a combination  of  all  the  above. 
Unfortunately,  my  reasons  for  going  into  therapy  were 
wrong.  Each  time  a relationship  was  in  trouble  the  focus 
was  always  on  how  to  improve  the  relationship  rather 
than  dealing  with  my  core  issues  concerning  myself.  The 
relationship  never  improved. 

In  addition,  traditional  psychotherapy  placed  the 
therapists  in  the  controlling  position,  telling  me  what  was 
wrong  with  me,  and  not  the  other  way  around . They  dealt 
with  my  problems  in  an  analytical,  rational  and  logical 
mode.  As  a result  the  problems  were  perpetuated  because 
they  didn’t  adequately  deal  with  the  emotional  issues  that 
created  the  misery  in  the  first  place. 

Believing  the  answers  had  to  be  out  there,  I read 
most  of  the  personal  growth  books  of  the  time.  However, 
my  orientation  was  toward  the  future.  Things  would  get 
better  tomorrow.  That  perspective  kept  me  from  dealing 
with  the  feelings  I was  stuffing  at  the  moment,  and  the 
books  did  not  help  me. 

Another  tactic  for  feeling  better  was  getting  mar- 
ried. However,  it  was  impossible  to  create  a healthy 
relationship  with  someone  if  I didn’t  love  and  accept 
myself.  I didn’t  really  know  who  I was,  or  what  I wanted 
in  a man.  I was  not  in  touch  with  my  feelings,  and  did  not 
know  how  to  communicate  them  in  a non-judgmental 
way.  I w<  sn’t  able  to  listen  without  responding  defen- 
sively, or  knowing  how  to  compromise  so  each  side  won. 


My  need  to  control  was  so  strong,  anyone  would  have 
found  it  difficult  to  live  with  me.  Consequently,  I didn’t 
stay  married  for  very  long. 

A basic  belief  permeated  my  existence;  a belief 
that  I was  not  good  enough  without  people  in  my  life.  In 
an  attempt  to  do  well  and  therefore  receive  affirmation  for 
my  work  I developed  workaholic  behaviors.  Seeking 
approval  from  others  characterized  my  life  for  many 
years;  however,  it  only  gave  me  acceptance  for  what  I did , 
and  not  who  I was. 

My  life  resembled  a silent  film:  the  heroine 

searching  for  the  pot  of  gold  at  the  end  of  the  rainbow, 
unrelenting  in  her  search,  only  to  be  disappointed  again 
and  again.  Finally,  I became  tired  of  the  search,  and 
decided  to  give  up. 

Giving  up  meant  having  the  willingness  to  let  go 
of  my  preconceived  ideas  about  how  to  become  a happier 
more  balanced  person.  It  meant  accepting  the  fact  I didn’t 
know  how  to  do  it,  despite  all  my  valiant  attempts!  I 
needed  the  help  of  other  people! 

After  that  realization  my  life  began  to  change 
dramatically.  My  search  for  knowledge  never  slowed 
down.  Books  about  alcoholism,  addiction,  and  co-de- 
pendency began  to  fill  my  shelves.  A new  awareness 
began  to  emerge.  I began  attending  twelve-step  meetings 
and  found  others  who  experienced  similar  feelings.  Together 
we  acted  as  a support  group  for  each  other,  trusting  in  the 
spirituality  of  the  program  to  help  us. 

‘Spirituality’...  Unlike  religion,  ‘spirituality’  didn’t 
concern  itself  with  large  buildings  and  institutions  pre- 
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scribing  rules  for  behavior.  It  dealt  with  the  acceptance  of 
a power  or  force  greater  than  myself,  a power  that  had 
infinite  wisdom  and  love  to  guide  me  toward  happiness 
and  wholeness...  if  I allowed  it.  That  wasn’t  an  easy  pill  to 
swallow,  given  my  strong  history  of  wanting  to  control  the 
world.  However,  trying  to  control  the  world  left  me 
miserable,  so  what  did  I have  to  lose  by  trying  it  another 
way? 

I tried  it  another  way,  and  it  worked! 

Family  Rules: 

Through  the  support  group  I learned  that  many 
of  us  exhibited  co-dependent  behaviors  which  stemmed 
from  a dysfunctional  pattern  of  living  and  problem  solving 
which  was  nurtured  by  a set  of  family  rules: 

1. )  It’s  not  OK  to  talk  about  feelings. 

2. )  Feelings  should  not  be  expressed  openly. 

3. )  Be  strong,  good,  right,  perfect. 

4. )  Don’t  be  selfish. 

5. )  Do  as  I say,  not  as  I do. 

6. )  It’s  not  OK  to  be  playful. 

7. )  Don’t  rock  the  boat. 

These  rules  set  us  up  to  deny  who  we  really  were, 
and  continue  to  make  it  difficult  to  accept  ourselves.  We 
all  have  feelings.  Refusal  to  accept  and  express  them  leads 
to  frustration,  anger,  insecurity,  etc.  Being  human  means 
not  being  perfect,  so  why  set  up  impossible  situations  for 
ourselves? 

Playful,  spontaneous  behavior  is  a birthright,  not 
something  to  be  ashamed  of  in  our  adulthood.  Children 
teach  us  a great  deal  about  not  being  so  serious  and 
finding  enjoyment  in  the  slightest  things.  Not  rocking  the 
boat  means  to  ignore  who  you  are,  and  your  thoughts  and 
feelings  so  someone  else  won’t  become  uncomfortable. 
We  cannot  be  responsible  for  everyone  else’s  feelings;  we 
can  only  be  responsible  for  our  own.  Childhood  experi- 
ences and  the  perceptions  concerning  them  may  have 
created  unhappy  experiences,  yet  it  is  not  necessary  for  us 
to  continue  to  be  unhappy.  We  all  have  the  ability  to 
change  our  lives,  if  we  so  desire. 

The  Addictive  Process: 

One  of  the  unfortunate  aspects  about  our  present 
day  society  is  its  reinforcement  of  the  addictive  process. 
Characteristics  of  the  addictive  process  are  dishonesty, 
control,  perfectionism,  fear,  judgmentalism,  rigidity,  con- 
fusion, negativism,  dependency  issues  — all  created  by  the 
aforementioned  “family  rules”.  Although  these  behav- 
iors tend  to  be  the  norm,  they  are  not  healthy!  What  is 
healthy  is  feeling  good  about  yourself  and  accepting 
yourself  exactly  as  you  are! 


Tools  for  healing! 

Dr.  Louise  Hay,  in  her  book  ‘You  Can  Heal  Your 
Life’,  gave  us  a new  outlook  on  healing.  Her  simple 
approach  to  life  reinforces  the  following  thoughts: 

1. )  We  are  each  100%  responsible  for  our 
experiences. 

2. )  We  must  be  willing  to  begin  to  learn  to  love 
and  accept  ourselves,  even  though  we  inwardly  think 
we’re  not  good  enough. 

3. )  Self-approval  and  self-acceptance  in  the 
present  moment  are  the  key  to  positive  changes. 

4. )  We  must  release  the  past  and  forgive  every- 
one, including  ourselves. 

5. )  When  we  really  love  ourselves,  everything  in 
our  life  works. 

6. )  Resentment,  criticism,  guilt  and  fear  cause  the 
major  problems  in  our  bodies  and  our  lives. 

7.  ) If  you  want  to  change  others , change  yourself 

first. 

8. )  Blaming  is  useless,  it’s  giving  away  your 

power. 

Thoughts  can  be  changed! 

No  matter  how  large  a problem  you  may  think 
you  have,  you  are  only  dealing  with  a thought,  and  that 
thought  can  be  changed.  We  choose  to  think  a thought 
which  then  produces  a feeling  and  we  believe  it  to  be  true. 
“Feelings  aren’t  facts!”  is  a great  quote.  It  means  just 
because  we’re  feeling  depressed  or  angry,  does  not  mean 
the  situation  is  that  awful.  In  other  words,  it’s  your 
perception  of  the  situation  that  brings  up  feelings.  You 
may  feel  depressed  because  it’s  raining  outside,  while  a 
friend  of  yours  feels  great  because  we  need  water.  The 
fact  of  the  weather  has  not  changed,  but  people’s  reac- 
tions to  the  weather  can  change.  Feelings  that  don’t  work 
for  you  can  be  changed.  Our  freedom  lies  in  the  fact  we 
can  choose  new  thoughts.  Self-discovery. 

Creating  your  own  reality! 

Each  one  of  us  creates  our  own  reality  and  the 
external  world  acts  like  a giant  mirror,  reflecting  what  we 
think  and  feel  about  ourselves.  All  the  people  in  my  life 
reflect  the  various  personalities  and  feelings  existingwithin 
me.  When  someone  triggers  an  emotional  response  in 
me,  we’re  both  mirrors  for  one  another.  Although  it  may 
appear  that  we  have  opposing  viewpoints,  internally 
we’re  very  similar.  One  of  us  acts  out  one  side  of  the 
internal  conflict,  while  the  other  person  plays  out  the  other 
side.  For  example,  when  I find  myself  feeling  uncomfort- 
able with  someone  else’s  anger,  it’s  because  I don’t  want 
to  look  at  the  anger  inside.  This  person’s  presence  in  my 
life  serves  as  a reminder  that  I still  have  issues  concerning 
anger  to  deal  with  on  my  path  toward  self-discovery. 
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Living  in  the  moment! 


Another  tool  in  self-healing  involves  living  in  the 
moment.  Feelings  of  fear  occur  when  we  think  about  the 
future.  Feelings  of  guilt  happen  when  we  dwell  on  the 
past.  We  don’t  have  any  control  over  the  future  and  we 
can’t  change  the  past.  We  can  learn  from  past  experiences 
so  we  don’t  have  to  hurt  ourselves  again. 

The  child  within! 

There  exists  within  us  a small  child  that  wants 
nothing  more  than  to  be  loved  and  accepted  by  us.  My 
inner  child  acts  out  when  I don’t  acknowledge  her  pres- 
ence and  give  her  the  nurturing  she  deserves.  I’m  learning 
to  be  a parent  to  that  child  and  to  listen  to  her  when  I’m 
feeling  fear,  anger  or  stress  and  to  take  care  of  her  by 
reassuring  her  I’m  there  to  take  care  of  her.  This  has  been 
a slow  process  for  it  entails  being  selfish  about  my  emo- 
tional needs,  placing  them  in  top  priority  in  my  life.  If  I 
don’t  take  care  of  myself,  I have  nothing  to  give  to  others. 
When  I do  take  the  time  out  from  a busy  schedule  for  a 
walk,  reading  time,  or  doing  something  I enjoy  doing,  life 
seems  so  much  more  relaxed,  and  everything  seems  to  get 
done  on  time,  without  the  pressures  and  anxieties. 

Transformation  and  heeding! 

Personal  transformation  and  healing  don’t  hap- 
pen overnight.  It  stems  from  the  willingness  to  look  at 
yourself  and  try  new  ways  to  deal  with  your  life.  I’m 
learning  to  do  this  with  other  people  because  I cannot  do 
it  alone.  Learning  more  about  co-dependency  has  helped 
me  see  characteristics  about  myself  that  interfere  with  my 
feeling  good  about  who  I am.  My  self-esteem  has  im- 
proved because  of  the  willingness  to  accept  myself  exactly 
as  I am,  even  when  there  are  things  I don’t  like  about 
myself.  When  the  small  child  within  is  nurtured  and 
supported,  my  life  is  positive.  When  that  child  is  ignored, 
she  becomes  frightened  and  my  life  fills  up  with  stress  and 
anxiety.  We  all  have  countless  things  we  can  do  to  feel 
better  about  ourselves.  The  tools  in  my  life  work  well 
because  they’re  simple.  Each  one  of  us  is  right  where 
we’re  supposed  to  be  according  to  the  lessons  we  have  to 
learn.  We  deserve  to  be  happy,  joyous  and  free.  The  only 
thing  stopping  us  from  achieving  this,  is  the  belief  that  we 
don’t  deserve  it. 

It’s  time  to  change  our  belief  systems  so  they 
begin  working  for  us,  instead  of  against  us. 


Feeling  Female 
is  a State  of  Mind 

It  has  nothing  to  do  with  gender.  Each  of  us 
has  male  and  female  energies  within  us  at  all 
times.  One  of  our  greatest  challenges  is  to 
develop  these  energies  fully,  so  they  can 
interact  in  harmony  with  each  other. 

J.  L.  White  offers" individualized  services 
to  help  you  with  your  feminine  image.  Our 
image  consulting  services  in  Manhattan  have 
been  uniquely  designed  to  fulfill  your  varying 
needs. 

Attention  is  given  to  the  following: 
Makeup  selection  and  application 
Color  coordination 
Wardrobe  planning 
Shopping  services 
Posture t gesture , movement 
Voice 

Overall  feminization 

A cut  above  the  rest,  J.  L.  White  offers  you 
a sophisticated  ambiance  in  a relaxed,  private 
apartment  setting  so  you  can  explore  and 
experience  your  feminine  self  in  a sensitive 
and  supportive  atmosphere. 

J.  L.  White 

New  York,  New  York 
212-807-6798 


• END- 
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TAPF.STRY  MATT, RAG 


Dear  Merissa, 

The  past  year  has  just  seemed  to  fly  by  for  me.  It 
seems  like  yesterday  that  you  and  I were  sitting  in  a room 
at  the  Ramada  in  Chicago  and  you  moved  over  and 
motioned  me  to  take  the  chair  and  run  the  Board  meeting. 
Well,  I gave  it  a shot,  my  best  shot  at  the  time,  and  in  that 
meeting  I began  to  learn.  I learned  about  my  strengths  and 
I learned  about  my  weaknesses.  Through  the  remainder 
of  the  year  I have  been  learning.  I made  mistakes,  boy 
were  some  of  them  beauties,  but  I kept  on  trying,  but  with 
the  help  of  you  and  all  the  IFGE  folk,  I feel  that  I and  IFGE 
in  general  are  making  progress. 

A new  year  is  upon  us.  It  is  my  strongest  hope 
that  IFGE  will  really  start  to  grow  and  prosper  in  this  new 
year.  I feel  that  there  is  a growing  awareness  of  what  we 
are  trying  to  do  and  a level  of  support  building  that  will 
assist  us  in  our  quest.  I talk  to  people  all  over  the  country 
and  these  people  are  starting  to  become  aware  that  we 
exist  and  are  trying  to  be  a positive  force  in  the  cross- 
gender community. 

I am  very  positive  about  the  IFGE  programs 
being  initiated,  and  the  plans  for  next  year’s  convention. 
All  I can  say  is  that  we  have  a wonderful  group  of  people 
all  around  the  country  that  are  all  working  to  make  things 
happen.  We  at  the  helm  are  showing  the  community  that 
we  are  unified  (one  of  my  imperatives),  and  they  are 
starting  to  stand  up  and  support  us. 

When  I put  those  five  imperatives  to  paper,  I felt 
that  they  would  be  the  key  to  telling  the  community  what 
we  expect  of  them  in  order  to  make  IFGE  a success.  I feel 
strongly  that  we  need  to  keep  these  imperatives  in  the 
limelight.  They,  and  possibly  other  imperatives,  added  as 
needed,  will  provide  rallying  points  that  we  can  concen- 
trate on.  If  we  all  stress  the  imperatives,  they  will  be 
listened  to  and  people  will  take  them  to  heart.  Then  when 
they  say,  “What  can  I do?”,  all  they  need  to  do  is  go  down 
the  list,  pick  one  or  all,  and  follow  through. 

Wendi  Danielle  Pierce,  Chrmn 
IFGE  Board  of  Directors 

Wendi’s  Five  IFGE  Imperatives: 

1. )  Unity  of  Purpose 

2. )  Communications 

3. )  Individual  Participation 

4. )  Capitalization  of  Talents 

5. )  Financial  Support 


(Editor’s  Note:  We  recognize  that  all  individuals 
and  groups  within  our  community  are  different.  IFGE  is 
intended  to  provide  the  means  by  which  these  different 
individuals  and  groups  can  work  together  to  produce  a 
greater  effect  than  anyone  could  do  on  their  own.  As 
IFGE  is  the  means,  Wendi’s  imperatives  are  the  tools.) 


Dear  Editor, 

Thank  you  first  for  the  most  professionally  and 
tastefully  written  publication  of  its  kind  that  I’ve  had  the 
pleasure  of  coming  across,  and  believe  me,  I’ve  come 
across  quite  a few. 

Based  on  my  own  experiences  in  cross-dressing, 
as  well  as  comments  I’ve  read  in  Tapestry,  there  is  cer- 
tainly quite  a range  of  interests  within  the  movement  itself. 
I’d  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  encourage  Tapestry 
readers  to  use  Tapestry’s  forum  to  express  all  their  ideas 
and  open  them  up  for  discussion.  After  all,  we’re  among 
friends! 

I could  start  by  stating  my  interests  not  only  in  all 
things  feminine,  but  specifically  in  wardrobes  of  young 
teens.  No  doubt  this  comes  from  my  earliest  experiences 
of  dressing  in  my  sister’s  clothes  as  a youngster  when  no 
one  else  was  around.  I’ve  found  that  my  attraction  to 
“playing  the  girl’s  role”  has  never  left.  In  fact  if  anything, 
it’s  gotten  stronger  over  the  years. 

I would  love  to  read  the  comments  of  other 
readers  who  have  grown  fond  of  what’s  been  called 
“petticoat  punishment”  from  their  experiences  as  chil- 
dren. I’d  welcome  hearing  from  all  who  find  this  subject 
as  fascinating  as  I do. 

- Sue  (#1774) 


Dear  Editor, 

I’m  a member  of  Tri-Ess.  In  chronological  age  I 
am  older  than  many  of  my  sisters.  In  terms  of  cross- 
dressing, a term  I prefer  to  TV,  I feel  like  a “kid  sister”.  So, 
while  I look  up  to  my  more  experienced  sisters  and  have 
a lot  to  learn,  I have  a lot  of  living  to  share  too  — and 
concerns. 

Here  is  my  chief  concern.  I’ve  been  reading  in 
CD/TV  publications  about  what  seems  to  be  the  primary 
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(sometimes  I think  the  ONLY)  goal  of  many  cross-dress- 
ers: to  pass  and  to  party.  This  includes,  I know,  feeling 
feminine  when  dressed.  This  leaves  out  a lot  of  cross- 
dressers still  in  the  closet  or  unpassable.  But  even  if  they 
will  be  accepted  or  absorbed  into  a huge  bash  at  some 
posh  resort  (if  they  have  the  money) , I’d  like  to  think  some 
have  higher  goals. 

One  god  of  course,  is  to  get  in  touch  with  our 
own  feelings.  I believe  that  cross-dressing  can  help  us  do 
this.  Here’s  why  I say  that.  Three  members  of  a Tri-Ess 
chapter  spoke  on  a radio  talk  show  about  CD.  I admire 
their  courage.  When  asked  if  CD  helped  them  express 
their  emotions  more  easily,  two  of  the  three  said  yes,  and 
gave  examples.  One  said  no.  I believe  I had  one 
experience  in  which  cross-dressing,  even  though  I was 
alone,  touched  something  very  deep  and  brought  the 
tears  all  the  way  out  and  down  my  cheeks,  but  I want  to 
move  on  to  my  main  point. 

I went  on  a demonstration  and  march  in  New 
Haven  a few  years  ago  by  men  against  rape  and  violence 
against  women.  I later  attended  meetings  of  their  group, 
founded  to  bring  about  changes  in  men  - a kind  of  local 
offshoot  of  women’s  lib.  More  of  that  is  needed. 

It  is  my  main  premise  (and  forgive  me  for  taking 
so  long  to  get  there)  that  cross-dressers  who  do  it  not 
simply  as  a fetish  or  for  professional  reasons  have  a 
unique  opportunity.  For  one  thing  they  can  observe  how 
differently  they  react  to  situations  as  (a)  men  and  (b) 
women,  and  become  very  aware  within  themselves  of 
those  differences.  They  can  also  share  this  awareness  for 
research  purposes.  For  another,  they  can,  if  they  will, 
extrapolate  or  project,  or  empathize  and  understand  how 
women  feel  in  many  situations. 

It  is  my  hope  that  more  cross-dressers  and  TVs 
will  move  in  the  direction  of  opposing  remarks,  jokes, 
sexism  and  other  practices  which  belittle,  denigrate  or 
work  against  women.  To  do  anything  less  is  like  playing 
house  or  play  acting. 

I believe  those  who  take  cross-dressing  seriously 
as  an  expression  of  their  inner  feminine  selves  will  learn  to 
be  in  touch  with  women’s  feelings  and  rights  and  will 
make  changes  in  their  own  lives  and  habits  and  speak  up 
when  they  see  or  hear  women  being  treated  as  inferiors. 

I am  still  in  the  closet  myself  but  I have  needed  to 
say  this  in  writing  to  someone  who  can  understand. 

(P.S.  I liked  the  article  on  Kevin  and  Ren'ee. 
That  took  a lot  of  courage  on  their  part.) 

-Jan A (NJ-1602) 


(Reprinted  with  permission, 

Yvonne  Cook,  EFGE  Dir.  of  Operations) 

Dear  Yvonne, 

How  interesting  to  open  my  Tapestry  Issue  #52 
and  see  you  in  that  delightful  balancing  act  with  one  foot 
on  the  railing  as  if  getting  ready  to  leap  into  space. 


Mariette  Pathy  Allen  might  also  be  interested  in  knowing 
what  her  picture  immediately  brought  to  this  sister’s  mind. 

Could  it  be  that  long  ago  that  I remember  a scene 
from  a movie  where  Carol  Landis  is  clinging  to  a flagpole 
which  she  is  proceeding  to  paint,  on  a balcony  outside  her 
apartment  which  is  several  stories  above  street  level? 

The  film  was  “Turnabout”  also  starring,  I be- 
lieve, John  Hubbard.  This  film  showed  the  possibilities  of 
what  could  happen  if  a young  married  couple  were 
granted  their  wish  to  “change”  bodies  so  as  to  better 
understand  the  problems  that  each  claimed  he/she  faced 
in  their  respective  daily  roles.  Was  it  a ‘Mr.  Wang”  - an 
inscrutable  Chinese  “statue”  that  conveniently  occupied 
a prominent  place  in  their  bedroom  who  decided  to  bring 
about  this  “turnabout”? 

Well,  Hollywood  had  fun  with  the  theme  and  of 
course  the  audience,  too  - and  in  the  end  the  central 
characters  are  grateful  to  be  back  ‘home’  in  their  respec- 
tive bodies. 

What  I find  very  interesting  is  that  I have  remem- 
bered so  many  details  of  this  particular  film  for  so  long  a 
period.  I do  know  I had  feelings  I could  not  understand  in 
childhood,  but  that  this  film  should  have  occupied  such  a 
dominant  part  in  my  psyche  is  something  I might  guess  is 
akin  to  ‘imprinting’  perhaps. 

It  would  be  revealing  to  know  if  there  are  any 
other  sisters  who  remember  seeing  this  movie  and  more 
importantly,  feeling  affected  by  it. 

The  only  other  movie  of  that  period  that  had  a 
profound  effect  on  me  was  “Lost  Horizon”  starring  Ronald 
Coleman  as  ‘Conway’.  Strangely,  it  seems,  I have  only 
just  discovered  my  very  personal  “Shangri-La”  - and  that 
took  place  at  the  recent  “Holiday  En  Femme”  in  Chicago 
where  for  the  first  time  in  all  these  years  I met  others  like 
myself.  I know  how  ‘Conway’  felt  as  he  stepped  into  that 
beautiful  and  peaceful  valley  that  spread  out  before  him, 
for  the  magic  of  Shangri-La  was  simply  that  he  had  found 
at  last,  the  place  where  he  truly  belonged. 

Well,  Yvonne  and  Mariette  - thanks  for  the 
memories  - Freudian,  Jungian  - or  even  just  plain  old 
‘Hollywood’. 

- Louise  M.  (CAN-1787) 


Dear  IFGE  Staff, 

I don’t  want  any  of  you  to  ever  doubt  the  good 
you  do  in  this  world.  New  Year’s  Eve  1988/89  could  have 
been  one  of  the  worst  days  in  my  life,  but  through  your 
help,  acceptance,  love,  understanding,  and  support  it  was 
one  of  the  high  points  of  my  life. 

I went  to  church  on  new  year’s  day  and  made  an 
appointment  to  talk  to  the  priest  later  in  the  day.  I had 
always  been  deeply  religious,  but  had  rejected  church  and 
God  because  I thought  it  was  his  fault  for  making  the 
person  I am.  The  priest  was  great,  and  helped  me 
immensely.  He  told  me  it  was  no  sin  to  cross-dress  if  I 
didn’t  do  it  to  spite  God,  and  that  all  was  forgiven. 
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Now  I feel  stronger  than  ever  and  can  take  the 
next  step  because  I have  two  support  groups,  you  and  my 
church.  I couldn’t  face  this  alone! 

I saw  my  wife  later  in  the  day,  and  now  she  says 
she  doesn’t  know  if  she  can  take  me  back  at  all  unless  I 
promise  to  never  dress  again.  She  knew  I can’t  ever  lie  to 
her  again,  so  I’m  preparing  to  lose  her  rather  than  go 
underground.  The  death  of  my  marriage  is  like  the  death 
of  a close  loved  one.  I would  give  my  own  life  to  prevent 
it,  but  it’s  out  of  my  hands.  So,  I’ll  grieve  for  as  long  as  it 
takes  to  get  well  and  go  on  to  make  a better  life  for  myself 
and  those  around  me. 

I’m  learning  that  being  feminine  doesn’t  mean 
being  weak,  it  means  being  myself  and  healthy,  and  a 
good  person. 

Thank  you,  thank  you  for  your  love.  Thank  you 
for  your  support.  Just  thank  you. 

- Michelle 


Dear  Tapestry, 

Let  me  add  my  own  heart-felt  thanks  for  all  of 
your  efforts  to  provide  support  and  information  to  the 
cross-gender  community.  You  have  enabled  me  to  accept 
myself  totally  and  open  up  to  friends  around  me. 

My  main  goal  is  to  facilitate  the  formation  of  a 
local  southwest  support  group.  Since  no  one  else  has 
started  one,  I guess  the  ball  is  in  my  court.  Isolation  is  the 
most  painful  part  of  cross-dressing.  My  wife  and  I long  to 
make  contact  with  other  like-souls  and  enjoy  each  other’s 
company. 

I am  constantly  amazed  to  read  the  bits  of  life 
history  written  by  other  femmes  that  so  closely  parallel  my 
own.  Where  before  cross-dressing  once  was  an  exasper- 
ating dilemma,  now  it  seems  more  like  a beautiful  mystery. 

This  is  such  a strong  time  for  all  of  us  to  work  hard 
together  to  understand  ourselves  and  create  our  own 
dynamic  culture  that  celebrates  this  special  aspect  of 
nature.  The  joy  of  being  femme  is  an  honest,  gentle 
pleasure  that  teaches  us  acceptance  and  understanding  of 
how  to  open  up  and  share  inner  most  feelings.  How 
marvelous! 

Bless  you  all! 

- Tessa  B.  (NM) 


Dear  Editor, 

Tapestry  #52  is  the  first  issue  of  your  magazine 
I’ve  ever  read.  It  is  one  of  the  most  informative  books  I’ve 
ever  seen.  When  my  wife  got  home  last  night  I showed  it 
to  her.  A subscription  to  the  Tapestry  will  be  one  of  my 
Christmas  presents  from  her. 

We  both  thank  you  and  your  staff  for  providing 
all  concerned  with  the  help  you  have  offered. 

- Stephanie  F.  (AR-1841) 


Dear  Editor, 

I am  married  and  have  a wonderful  wife  and 
children.  During  the  two  decades  plus  of  my  marriage,  my 
wife  and  I have  struggled  thoughtfully  and  sometimes 
painfully  with  my  gender  conflict  as  well  as  with  the  other 
wide  ranging  difficulties  of  marriage.  She  and  I have 
worked  hard  at  building  a strong  marriage  and  a shared 
life  together.  Though  my  cross-dressing  has  complicated 
our  lives,  it  has  also  enriched  them.  She  has  grown  from 
disapproval  to  tolerance  to  acceptance  of  the  feminine 
dimension  of  life.  I,  in  turn,  have  learned  much  from  her 
and  our  respect  and  love  for  each  other  has  made  our 
relationship  a growing  delight  for  us  both. 

A primary  organizing  principle  in  both  our  lives 
has  been  our  acceptance  of  God’s  forgiving  grace  in  Jesus 
Christ  and  His  relationship  in  our  lives.  Though  I struggled 
for  many  years  with  anxiety  over  the  possible  conflict 
between  my  faith  and  crossdressing,  I now  find  myself  at 
peace  and  more  deeply  committed  to  Christ  than  ever 
before. 

It  has  been  just  over  a year  since  my  wife  began 
to  feel  she  could  affirm  my  crossdressing  and  in  that  time 
I have  enjoyed  a flowering  of  the  full  expression  of  myself 
cis  Joy. 

- Joy  (NJ) 


Review:  “Wives  of  Crossdressers” 

(“Wives  of  Crossdressers”  is  an  audio  tape  produced  by 
Milesa  Phar  of  the  Crossroads  Chapter.  For  further 
information  write:  Milesa  Phar,  P.0.  Box  196,  Garden 
City,  MI  48135) 

Dear  Milesa, 

While  in  the  IFGE  office  in  Waltham  I was  asked 
to  listen  to  and  review  the  tape  “Wives  of  Crossdressers” 
which  you  had  sent.  This  letter  is  to  offer  some  feedback 
which  you  said  you  would  appreciate. 

First  a few  words  to  introduce  myself.  I have 
been  active  in  the  Tiffany  Club  for  two  years.  My  wife  and 
I have  been  married  for  1 7 + years  and  have  a 13  year  old 
daughter.  (She  knows.)  In  our  marriage,  we  are  one  of 
those  couples  who  have  arrived  at  that  point  where  my 
crossdressing  is  no  longer  the  most  difficult  challenge  that 
faces  our  relationship.  We  have  been  active  for  a little 
over  a year  in  the  Tiffany  Club  Wives’  Support  group.  We 
are  one  of  the  founding  couples  of  a Couples’  Support 
group  that  meets  monthly  at  the  IFGE  office. 

As  I write  this,  the  question  enters  my  mind 
(perhaps  it  does  your’s):  Why  two  groups  so  close  by  to 
each  other?  One  of  the  differences  in  focus  of  the  two 
groups  is  suggested  in  their  names,  “wives”  and  “couples”. 
The  couples’  group  has  a straight  dress  policy  in  the  hope 
that  such  a policy  will  make  attending  one  of  our  meetings 
a little  less  threatening  to  the  first  timer.  Some  people  have 
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expressed  great  appreciation  for  that  policy,  and  others 
have  said  they  will  never  come  to  the  Couples’  Group  just 
because  of  that  policy.  So,  I guess  we  have  a variety  of 
needs  to  meet  and  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  two  groups. 

Finally,  professionally,  marriage  and  family  work 
occupies  much  of  my  time  and  attention.  When  I entered 
the  TV/TS  community  I began  to  feel  strongly  that  much 
work,  passed  off  as  couples’  work,  really  wasn’t  couple- 
work  because  no  attention  was  being  given  to  the  relation- 
ship. I started  to  talk  to  some  others  about  my  feeling  for 
a need  for  a group  where  the  focus  would  be  the  relation- 
ship, and  discovered  that  a few  others  felt  the  same  need. 
So,  the  Couples’  Group  was  bom. 

In  the  light  of  the  above,  I will  offer  a reflection  on 
your  tape.  All  of  the  focus  of  the  tape  is  on  the  wives.  That 
is  not  a criticism,  nor  a fault,  simply  a statement  of  fact. 
Perhaps  a follow-up  tape  would  offer  the  interview  of 
couples  and  treat  the  many  issues  that  these  couples  have 
ended  up  dealing  with.  I think  that  many  couples  that  I 
have  met  in  the  TV/TS  community  are  way  ahead  of  and 
have  much  to  offer  couples  in  the  “straight”  world.  The 
cross-dressing  has  forced  us  to  deal  in  some  depth  with 
many  other  relational  issues  such  as:  our  co-dependen- 
cies, our  ability  to  individualize,  our  sources  of  self  esteem 
and  understanding,  our  communication  patterns,  the 
expression  of  feelings,  gender  and  sexuality  issues,  our 
operational  mythologies  and  our  reality  perceptions. 

I will  be  sharing  your  tape  with  others  in  the 
groups  here.  We  will  work  on  ways  to  use  it  as  a resource. 
I think  the  tape  is  an  excellent  resource  for  those  couples 
who  have  not  yet  found  comfort  in  attending  a group.  Just 
listening  to  the  tape,  on  a personal  level,  reminded  me  of 
a few  places  where  I need  to  listen  a little  more  carefully  to 
what  my  wife  is  saying.  There  were  a few  spots  where  I 
found  myself  saying,  “Hey  wait  a minute,  I have  got  a 
thing  or  two  to  say  here  from  the  other  side.”  Those  spots 
were  few  in  number  and  when  generalizations  about 
cross-dressers  were  offered  or  when  statements  were 
made  about  how  cross-dressers  feel.  There  is  always  a 
point  where  no  one  ever  knows  how  someone  else  feels. 

I was  glad  to  hear  on  the  tape  several  affirmations  that 
everybody  is  different. 

Thanks  for  sending  the  tape  and  to  your  group 
for  making  it.  The  participants  come  across,  human, 
NORMAL,  real  and  loving.  The  humor  is  great  - 1 loved 
the  story  about  the  wife  who  decided  to  tell  her  mother 
because  she  knew  that  her  mother  always  disagreed  with 
her. 

Sincerely, 

Kyelle  Blake  (MA) 

( **  ‘Wives  of  Crossdressers’  is  an  audio  cassette 
tape  produced  by  Milesa  Phar,  a crossdresser,  and  her 
wife  Louise,  both  members  of  Crossroads,  a peer  social 
support  group  in  Michigan.  It  is  an  80  minute  tape  of  a 
discussion  of  women  in  long-term  relationships  with  the 
assistance  of  Professor  Sandra  Cole,  AASECT,  CSC, 
CSE.  The  purpose  of  the  tape  is  to  help  women  unable  to 


attend  a support  group  meeting,  to  help  male  crossdressers 
gain  insight  into  women’s  concerns,  and  as  a professional 
tool  for  counselors  and  therapists. 

Copies  of  this  tape  are  available  for  $8.00  each 
- check  or  money  order  only  - payable  to:  M.  PHAR,  P.O. 
Box  196,  Garden  City,  MI  48135) 


(Excerpts  reprinted  with  permission, 

Yvonne  Cook,  IFGE  Dir.  Operations) 

Dear  Yvonne, 

It  was  just  about  now,  one  year  ago,  a girl  from 
the  mid-west  wrote  her  first  letter  to  a girl  from  Indiana. 
From  that  very  simple  beginning  grew  a friendship  full  of 
love  and  encouragement.  A few  highlights  of  this  past 
year  include: 

a.  Driving  to  Detroit  in  a pink  and  white  summer 
suit  with  matching  white  heels  and  purse. 

b.  Spending  four  days  with  my  new  very  best 
friends... meeting  girls  from  all  across  the  country. 

c.  Takingacab... alone. ..from downtown  Boston 
to  Waltham... in  a two  piece  blue  suit  with  matching  heels 
and  purse. 

d.  Working  all  day  (and  most  of  the  night)  at  the 
IFGE/Tapestry  office. 

e.  Driving  to  New  Hampshire  with  Merissa  and 
Yvonne  and  speaking  to  a college  class. 

f.  Going  out  to  dinner  at  the  Steak  and  Ale  in 
Dallas  with  Bette  Johnson  and  Samantha  Walls. 

See  what  you  started?  It  seems  every  day  brings 
something  new  into  my  life  now.  I am  no  longer  alone! 

I look  to  1989  with  excited  anticipation  of  things 
to  come.  More  adventures  and  new  friends  and  seeing  old 
friends  again  at  conventions  and  quiet  gatherings. 

I am  still  interested  in  putting  together  a local 
group  here  in  Southwestern  Ohio,  but  the  going  is  diffi- 
cult. Finding  a suitable  place  for  meetings  where  girls  who 
move  about  in  public  with  ease  can  get  together  is  almost 
impossible  when  you  consider  the  scope  of  some  fears.  I 
am  not  up  to  the  Bette  Johnson  “Hope  the  manager 
doesn’t  have  a heart  attack”  method.  (After  dinner  in 
Dallas,  she...en  drab  escorting  Samantha  and  me...  spoke 
with  the  manager  of  the  Steak  & Ale.  Showing  him  a 
photo  of  Bette  saying,  ‘ This  is  what  I look  like  on  Saturday 
night,”  she  asked  if  meetings  could  be  held  in  his  restau- 
rant. He  calmly  offered  that  his  customers  were  quite 
conservative  and  might  become  upset.  She  countered  by 
gesturing  to  Samantha  and  me  in  the  lobby  saying,  “No 
one  seemed  to  be  upset  by  my  friends  tonight.”  He  looked 
at  us  for  several  moments  and,  shaking  his  head,  said,  “I 
would  never  have  known  (Samantha’s  ego  exploded  and 
she  offered  to  have  his  child...  not  really,  but  you  get  the 
picture)  but  I don’t  think  it  would  be  a good  idea.”  Bette 
thanked  him  for  his  time  and  consideration  and  we  began 
to  depart.  The  hostess  called  to  Bette  and,  having  over- 
heard the  conversation  (I  think  she  read  us  earlier)  offered 
another  location  in  Dallas.  She  was  surprisingly  receptive 
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and  helpful. 

So,  anyway,  I shall  keep  working  and  keep  look- 
ing, and  keep  you  informed. 

Cathy  A.  (OH) 


Commentary  on  the  book 
Transvestites  And  Transsexuals’ 

Dear  Editor, 

Richard  Docter,  in  his  book  Transvestites  And 
Transsexuals,  Toward  a Theory  of  Cross-Gender  Behav- 
ior’, is  surprisingly  open  minded,  citing  many  theories 
amongst  his  own.  The  material  presented  was  well  bal- 
anced citing  advantages  and  deficiencies  in  methods  of 
research  and  statistical  gathering.  The  reading  was  com- 
fortable and  enjoyable  due  to  the  wonderful  introductions 
and  summaries  that  preceded  and  followed  each  chapter 
making  it  easier  to  assimilate  the  sometimes  technical 
material. 

In  my  opinion  Richard  Docter’s  theory  in  chapter 
8 is  on  the  right  track  and  as  close  to  the  truth  as  I’ve  ever 
heard.  I believe  that  the  benefits  are  greatest  for  those  at 
conflict  with  themselves.  They  will  learn  that  many  of  their 
feelings  and  experiences  are  shared  by  others.  They  will 
also  find  through  the  comfort  of  labeling  their  own  place 
in  the  scheme  of  things,  and  with  it  a peace  of  mind. 

- Donna 


Dear  Editor, 

I received  the  copy  of  IFGE’s  ‘Religion  and 
Transvestism’  and  sat  right  down  and  read  it.  The  letter 
from  Diane  Dixon  relates  to  my  own  theological  beliefs. 
However,  there  are  things  in  every  letter  and  paper  that  I 
can  relate  to.  Time  was  when  I was  so  damned  conserva- 
tive that  I would  have  bristled  at  75%  of  what  is  contained 
in  R & TVism!  I had  an  AWFUL  time  reconciling  my 
crossdressing  to  my  evangelical  beliefs.  I’m  glad  that  I had 
to  come  to  terms  with  God  through  my  own,  Holy  Spirit, 
guided  study.  That  was  only  two  years  ago.  I have  known 
all  along  that  my  crossdressing  was  not  at  odds  with  God, 
but  I had  no  peace  as  there  were  doubts  that  would  creep 
in  at  times.  Anyhow  I have  no  doubts  today.  I have  the 
joy  and  happiness  in  my  worship  of  God  that  He  intends 
for  ALL  of  His  creation  to  have.  Diane  puts  this  thought 
in  such  beautifully  simple  words,  “God’s  love  for  me  is  not 
based  on  the  clothes  I wear  but  on  the  type  of  person  that 
I am.” 

Lee  F.  (MS) 


Transsexualism  In  The  Court 

(Reprinted  from  Vol  IV  No  XI,  Alpha  Zeta  & A Rose  News) 
Dear  Editor, 

Recently,  the  issue  of  my  being  a cross-dresser 
and  pre-op  transsexual  arose  in  the  Arizona  Supreme 
Court.  The  case  was  in  regard  to  custody  and  visitation 
rights  which  I had  with  my  children.  The  court  ruled  that 
my  crossdressing  and  transsexual  lifestyle  were  not  an 
issue  significant  enough  to  cancel  either  custody  or  visita- 
tion cis  defined  by  a previous  ruling.  This  previous  ruling 
was  the  dissolution  of  the  marriage.  In  part,  the  court  said, 
“This  Court  fails  to  find  the  existence  of  continuing  and/ 
or  significant  changes  in  the  circumstances  present  at  the 
date  of  the  last  order.”  Some  key  factors  in  this  decision 
as  discussed  during  the  court  proceedings  were: 

1. )  “Anticipation  of  the  other  side,”  i.e.  the  fears 
and  phobias  of  my  ex-wife  were  not  a significant  issue  in 
this  case. 

2. )  “Unknown  circumstances,”  i.e.  the  judge 
said  that  surgery  at  this  time  is  only  speculation. 

3. )  “A  history  of  crossdressing  prior  to  dissolu- 
tion.” My  crossdressing  was  not  a secret  and  known  to  my 
ex-wife  throughout  our  marriage. 

Although  I won  this  ruling,  two  things  should  be 
remembered: 

1. )  Having  surgery  could  bring  this  issue  back  up 

in  court. 

2. )  This  decision  was  in  the  lower  court  system. 

I hope  that  this  information  might  be  helpful  to 

others  who  are  in  the  same  situation  as  I am,  and  I was 
happy  that  the  court  felt  that  my  lifestyle  and  gender 
preference  was  not  a determining  issue  with  respect  to  my 
relationship  with  my  children. 

- Cindy  M.  (AZ) 


Hormones 
Dear  Editor, 

May  I add  my  comments  to  the  continuing  hormone 
discussion?  I seek  to  do  so  as  an  eight-year  beneficiary  of 
3.75  mg  of  premarin  and  now  generic  “premarin”  per 
day.  Material  are  the  facts  that  I’m  an  androgyne,  not  a 
TS,  that  I take  these  under  the  watchful  eye  of  a physician, 
and  that  I have  a loving,  supportive,  giving  wife. 

The  reasons  for  the  androgyne  label  are  also 
pertinent  - 1 need  to  show  that  I am  not  the  stereotypical 
male,  that  I do  not  have  some  of  his  traits  that  are  so  often 
and  so  justly  condemned,  but  because  truth  is  extremely 
important.  I also  want  to  ensure  that  I’m  not  seen  as 
pretending  to  be  a woman. 

Psychologically,  I have  always  been  somewhere 
in  the  middle  of  the  continuum  between  the  extremes  of 
macho  and  shrinking  violet,  but  for  a long  while,  was 


18 


struggling  to  place  myself  physically  and  in  dress,  others  of 
the  ways  we  show  our  gender.  I first  joined  and  became 
comfortable  dressing  in  some  dominance  & submission 
activities  and  then  our  TV  groups,  which,  since  I’m  a long 
way  from  passing,  doesn’t  constitute  a lie.  That  left  only 
my  body  as  the  pretender,  and  hormones  have  made  me 
one  intact  homogenous  person;  I now  like  me  more. 

Liabilities  - sure!  The  hormones  have  so  affected 
the  sex  drive  as  to  make  sexual  activity  almost  unimpor- 
tant, but  since  it  isn’t  now  very  important,  it  isn’t  often 
missed.  I must  now  take  an  annual  physical  which 
includes  mammography  for  good  reason,  although  as  a 
plus,  I at  least  take  a physical.  As  a size  40-C,  the  size  38 
jogging  bras  even  under  loose  fitting  coats  do  not  give 
total  concealment,  but  I do  survive  in  the  world  outside 
our  sisterhood.  My  profession  involves  taking  care  of 
people,  so  there  is  a plus  to  the  psychological  changes  that 
I see  in  me  and  are  reported  elsewhere. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  hormones  are  “right’,  but 
only  to  say  that  there  is  another  side  to  the  views  so  far 
expressed. 

With  much  love,  especially  to  those  with  ques- 
tions and  doubt. 

- Jacqueline  Anne  A.  (TX-0879) 


New  publication  on  religious  issues 
Dear  Editor, 

I am  an  ordained  minister  in  a large  Protestant 
denomination.  I have  always  felt  there  must  be  a number 
of  the  clergy  among  crossdressers  and  since  my  self 
disclosure  at  Tri-Ess’s  ‘Holiday  En  Femme’  in  Chicago,  I 
have  found  others  (and  perhaps  helped  some).  I do  not 
wish  my  entire  ministry  to  be  defined  by  or  circumscribed 
by  my  crossdressing.  I do  want  to  be  helpful  to  other 
clergy  and  to  other  persons  who  are  struggling  with  the 
issues  of  crossdressing  and  faith. 

I am  interested  in  publishing  a newsletter,  which 
I have  tentatively  called  ‘Transformations:  Reflections  on 
Crossdressing  and  Spiritual  Values’.  I want  to  publish 
quarterly  using  a desktop  publishing  format.  I plan  to  offer 
the  newsletter  free  for  the  first  year  and  to  begin  by 
sending  it  to  our  various  Tri  Ess  chapters,  and  other 
groups  listed  in  the  Tapestry.  Individuals  will  be  invited  to 
write  for  direct  subscriptions.  I expect  to  fund  the  project 
myself  for  the  first  year  and  hope  to  interest  paid  subscrip- 
tions after  that.  My  editorial  policy  will  encourage  a frank 
and  open  exchange  of  viewpoints.  I will,  of  course, 
articulate  my  own  perspectives  and  no  doubt  occasion- 
ally, editorially  decide  not  to  publish  some  things.  Over 
all,  though,  I hope  I can  encourage  others  to  open  up  and 
share  something  of  their  pilgrimage  of  faith.  Though 
crossdressing  will  be  the  primary  issue  addressed,  I will  be 
open  to  discussions  of  other  issues  relating  to  transsexual- 
ity, etc. 

I have  attempted  to  carefully  survey  pastoral 


literature,  both  protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  to  see  if 
there  is  any  reasonable  advice  being  offered  to  pastors 
regarding  crossdressing  and  other  gender  problems.  I 
find  a small  amount  of  thoughtful  materials  dealing  with 
transsexuality.  I find  a great  deal  about  homosexuality.  I 
find  almost  nothing  about  crossdressing  as  such.  What  I 
do  find  is  hopelessly  confused  and  often  damaging  in  its 
suggestions.  I know  some  of  the  authors  of  these  books 
personally,  and  I hope  judiciously  to  persuade  some  of 
them  to  revise  their  work  in  future  editions.  I also  am 
thinking  of  doing  some  anonymous  articles  myself. 

I have  hesitated  for  over  a year  to  launch  this 
project  because  I wanted  to  be  sure  I really  was  committed 
to  it.  The  urgency  of  my  concern  has  grown,  not  dimin- 
ished, during  that  time.  When  I have  finalized  my  time- 
table for  publishing  the  first  edition,  I will  let  you  know. 

Anyone  (especially  clergy)  who  might  be  inter- 
ested in  this  project  may  contact  me  by  writing: 

Joy 

P.O.  Box  1355 

Princeton,  NJ  08542 


Kevin  & Renee’s  wedding 
Dear  Editor, 

I was  delighted  to  read  of  Renee  and  Kevin’s 
wedding.  We  brides  must  stick  together. 

In  1984  I too  was  married.  I wore  the  white 
wedding  dress  and  my  female  hubby,  Vanda,  wore  the 
suit.  We  had  three  TV  bridesmaids.  Our  wedding  was  the 
first  ever  of  its  kind  in  the  UK  and  Europe,  and  I would 
imagine  that  Renee  and  Kevin  are  the  first  in  the  USA. 
Had  I known  of  them  before,  I would  have  liked  to  have 
offered  the  something  borrowed,  something  blue,  for 
luck,  from  my  own  ensemble. 

It’s  to  be  hoped  there  will  be  more  such  matrimo- 
nial arrangements  worldwide,  as  it  makes  for  a very 
educational  and  fulfilling  lifestyle,  as  much  for  the  partner 
as  for  the  Tran. 

Love  & Peace, 

Phaedra  Kelly 


Reprinted  from  the  Jersey  Shore  BBS 

(Thanks  to  Jolynne  White  for  sharing  this  wonderful  letter 

with  us.) 

Christmas  Day 

As  you  know  I am  a TS  and  the  last  six  months 
have  been  difficult  for  me  and  my  S.O.  She  is  unsure  of 
me  and  where  I am  heading.  To  tell  you  the  truth  it  has 
been  difficult  for  me  too.  I am  divided  in  my  desires  and 
ideas,  and  although  I try  to  live  one  day  at  a time  Oust 
living  for  the  present)  I find  that  I often  project  into  my 
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tomorrows. 

A few  weeks  ago  I attended  a Saturday  Seminar 
with  J.L.  White  in  New  York  City  and  with  7 other  gender 
dysphoric  people  I began  to  learn  to  explore  the  inner  me. 
One  of  the  exercises  that  we  did  was  what  Jolynne  called 
“the  little  child”.  This  is  where  you  would  meditate  and 
reach  out  for  that  small  child  within.  My  contact  with  that 
small  child  had  some  very  disturbing  emotional  effects.  I 
could  not  see  my  child  in  my  mind.  When  I spread  my 
arms  and  the  child  came  to  hug  me,  I felt  a very  empty, 
lonely  and  sad  feeling  emanating  from  my  very  heart. 

I talked  to  that  child  and  told  it  how  much  I loved 
it  and  that  I would  protect  and  love  it.  Then  I added  that 
I would  keep  it  close  and  it  would  never  have  to  be  lonely 
again.  The  exercise  closed  with  the  child  being  made 
small  enough  to  fit  into  my  heart. 

The  child  is  me  inside...  around  the  time  that  the 
world  intruded  and  childhood  ended  in  me.  I have  called 
that  out  several  times  and  spoken  caring  words  and 
shared  my  feelings  of  love. 

The  week  after  my  first  experience  with  my  child 
1 had  the  opportunity  to  go  shopping  for  my  son.  In  a toy 
store  I found  a toy  teddy  bear,  a soft  cuddly  one,  and  my 
inner  child  wanted  it.  When  I picked  it  up  and  showed  it 
to  my  wife  she  asked  who  it  was  for.  I said,  “It’s  for  me!” 
..  She  laughed  and  I became  embarrassed  and  returned  it 
to  the  shelf.  I told  her  later  that  I was  not  joking,  and 
explained  about  the  inner  child. 

Several  weeks  passed  and  I was  so  very  busy  that 
I never  thought  about  the  incident  again. 

Come  Christmas  morning  while  the  family  was 
opening  presents  I picked  up  one  that  was  addressed  to 
me.  It  was  soft...  it  was  a little  floppy,  I opened  it  and  found 
a brown  teddy  bear  from  that  woman  who  had  thought  it 
was  a joke  just  a few  weeks  before.  My  eyes  filled  with 
tears  which  streamed  down  my  cheeks,  while  my  kids 
stared  at  me  in  disbelief.  The  joy  I felt  came  from  so  far 
down  inside  that  I almost  felt  like  a small  child  again....  It 
was  the  love  and  joy  of  a small  child...  the  one  that  I hold 
near...  not  so  deep  inside. 

Merry  Christmas  to  you  all. 

April 


Legal  commentary 
Dear  Editor, 

I am  a lawyer  in  Northern  New  York.  Recently  I 
conducted  a computer  assisted  legal  research  session 
regarding  the  degree  to  which  cross-dressers  could  be, 
and  have,  been  subjected  to  arrest  and  prosecution.  I am 
pleased  to  report  that  there  has  only  been  one  (1)  such 
reported  case  in  New  York  State  in  over  twenty  (20)  years, 
and  in  that  case  the  judge  found  that  cross-dressing  itself 
is  not  a valid  reason  to  arrest  anyone.  (The  subject  was 
arrested  for  prostitution.) 

That  is  not  to  say  that  you  cannot  get  yourself  into 


trouble.  If  you  are  otherwise  breaking  a law,  the  fact  that 
you  are  cross-dressing  is  not  going  to  get  you  out  of 
trouble,  and  will  very  likely  make  it  more  likely  that  the 
police  will  not  just  “forget  it.”  The  easiest  way  to  get  into 
trouble  is  to  attempt  to  avoid  properly  identifying  yourself. 
This  will  almost  certainly  lead  to  a charge  of  impersona- 
tion, hindering  prosecution,  obstructing  governmental 
administration,  etc.  The  best  thing  to  do  is  to  just  tell  them 
who  you  are,  apologize  for  any  inconvenience,  and  plan 
on  waiting  around  while  the  officer  checks  out  who  you 
are. 

I say  this  from  personal  experience.  I was  the 
subject  of  a traffic  stop.  The  officer  looked  at  my  driver’s 
license  and  politely  informed  me  that  I had  apparently 
taken  my  husband’s  by  mistake.  Although  flattered,  I told 
him  that  no,  that  was  my  driver’s  license.  After  about 
twenty  minutes  of  checking  every  record  of  mine  that  they 
could  pull  up  on  the  computer,  the  officer  very  politely  told 
me  that  he  was  not  going  to  give  me  a ticket,  just  a verbal 
warning.  He  then  followed  me  all  the  way  (about  ten 
miles)  to  the  state  border. 

The  moral  - stay  cool,  be  polite  and  non-aggres- 
sive, answer  all  questions  simply  and  in  a straight-forward 
manner.  Try  to  stay  out  of  potentially  illegal  or  quasi- 
illegal situations  (ladies  rest  rooms  for  example)  and  just 
use  good  judgment  in  what  you  do.  If  the  officer  gets  out 
of  line,  don’t  you  respond.  You  always  have  the  option  of 
a civil  lawsuit  if  he  gets  too  abusive,  but  you  are  certainly 
not  going  to  win  (in  any  sense  of  the  word)  if  you  take  up 
the  challenge  on  the  spot.  If  confronted  in  a store, 
apologize  for  any  inconvenience  you  may  have  caused, 
and  simply  offer  to  leave. 

Remember,  you  represent  all  of  us,  so  let’s  be 
careful  out  there. 

- Pamela  M.  (NY-0308) 


Dear  Editor, 

I don’t  blame  my  mother,  or  father,  life,  circum- 
stances, or  anything  for  my  being  a TV.  I can  remember 
trying  on  my  mother’s  bras  and  panties  when  I was  a child , 
but  that  tendency  seemed  to  diminish.  When  I was  35, 
after  14  years  of  marriage  and  2 wonderful  sons,  I tried  on 
my  wife’s  pantyhose.  It  really  felt  GREAT. . . and  I’ve  been 
hooked  ever  since. 

I have  always  adored  women  in  high  heeled 
shoes  and  became  obsessed  with  owning  my  own.  I 
finally  found  a pair  of  5"  patent  ankle  strap  in  a catalog, 
and  ordered  them.  They  were  tight,  but  broke  in  after 
awhile.  I purchased  some  thigh  high  hose  which  set  off  my 
shoes  and  legs  beautifully,  and  found  some  of  my  wife’s 
old  stretchy  blouses  and  skirts.  I was  in  7th  heaven...  well, 
partially  7th  heaven  because  my  wife  did  not  approve  and 
I felt  awfully  guilty...  but  still  felt  GREAT! 

I’m  now  40,  and  my  wife  is  somewhat  tolerant. 
My  sons  don’t  know,  and  I’m  concerned  that  someday  I 
may  get  “caught”.  However,  I don’t  think  I could  stop 
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dressing  for  anything. 

I’m  not  passable,  and  probably  never  will  be, 
which  is  alright  by  me.  However,  when  I get  dressed  I 
think  I look  absolutely  beautiful,  and  feel  very  sexy  and 
feminine.  It’s  a very  big  mental  trip.  Putting  on  my 
makeup  really  turns  me  on.  I get  great  satisfaction  from 
just  being  dressed  and  enjoying  my  femininity. 

Last  Christmas  something  almost  unbelievable 
happened.  My  wife  asked  me  what  I wanted,  and  half- 
jokingly  said  a new  dress.  She  didn’t  smile,  but  didn’t  look 
hurt  either,  and  nothing  more  was  said.  Then  on  Christ- 
mas eve,  in  our  bedroom,  she  gave  me  a present,  a soft 
blue  dress  with  white  flowers.  She  said  with  a smile,  “I 
thought  you  would  like  it.”  I loved  it.  It  sure  is  wonderful 
to  be  a TV. 

- Francine  A. 


Dear  Editor, 

Tapestry  has  helped  me  a lot,  and  I’m  glad  I 
subscribed.  I want  to  tell  this  personal  story  about  myself 
in  the  hope  it  will  give  others  the  courage  to  make  a 
positive  step  forward  by  placing  a personal  listing  in 
Tapestry,  and  by  writing  to  someone. 

I was  very  apprehensive,  or  better  yet,  scared  to 
put  my  listing  and  photograph  in  Tapestry.  My  wife  was 
dead  set  against  it.  I explained  that  my  name  and  address 
wouldn’t  be  shown  and  that  letters  for  me  would  be  sent 
to  my  P.O.  Box  which  was  under  an  assumed  name.  It 
was  foolproof.  She  still  didn’t  like  it  and  couldn’t  under- 
stand why  I wanted  to  do  such  a thing.  I knew  why  but 
couldn’t  explain  it  to  her  satisfaction.  It  was  time  for  me  to 
reach  out,  to  find  out  if  other  crossdressers  were  like 
myself,  what  they  thought  about,  how  they  dressed,  if  they 
liked  shoes  and  hose  as  much  as  I did,  what  they  wanted. 
Most  importantly,  I really  needed  a “girlfriend”  I could  talk 
to  through  the  mail.  I was  still  afraid  to  put  in  my  listing. 
Would  I be  found  out?  Were  crossdressers  going  to  start 
knocking  on  the  door  or  call  me  on  the  phone?  Was  this 
somehow  going  to  lead  to  sex?  Well,  I did  it  anyway  and 
sent  in  my  listing  and  photograph  because  I had  a feeling 
it  was  the  right  thing  to  do. 

I received  my  first  letter  in  June  from  a very  nice 
and  funny  TV  who  has  become  very  dear  to  me.  I read  it 
over  and  over  again,  showed  it  to  my  wife,  and  wrote  a 
reply  but  I was  afraid  to  mail  it.  I finally  got  up  enough 
courage  to  mail  it  2 months  later  but  didn’t  include  a return 
address  just  to  be  safe.  I got  a wonderful  reply,  but  the 
letter  ended  saying  that  I had  to  begin  trusting  a few  TV’s 
and  if  I didn’t  give  out  my  P.O.  box  number  the  correspon- 
dence would  stop. 

What  should  I do?  I really  enjoyed  the  corre- 
spondence and  didn’t  want  to  lose  my  new  first  “girl- 
friend”, so  I wrote  another  letter  and  included  my  box 
number.  Thus  began  my  beginning  at  correspondence 
which  I now  absolutely  love.  This  person  and  his  wife 
deserve  a big  thank  you  for  being  patient  and  helping  me 
to  move  forward. 


I now  have  5 “girlfriends”  I write  to  and  am 
looking  for  more.  I have  only  praise  for  corresponding.  I 
just  wish  people  wrote  longer  letters.  I now  write  to  at  least 
one  new  person  each  week  and  I actually  mail  them. 

I have  the  feeling  there  are  many  others  out  there 
just  waiting  for  their  first  letter  or  trying  to  get  the  courage 
to  put  in  a listing.  Don’tjust  sit  there,  doit!  I hope  you  can 
believe  me  when  I say  ALL  of  my  fears  turned  out  to  be  a 
waste  of  time  and  had  no  real  basis.  I just  received  a reply 
from  a person  I had  written  who  said  mine  was  the  first 
letter  he  had  received,  and  guess  what?  There  was  no 
return  address. 

- Francine  A.  (MI- 1545) 


(Reprinted  with  permission  - Dan  Riley) 

Dear  Dan, 

I am  sending  along  a poem  that  I wrote  the  day  I 
read  my  first  copy  of  ‘Tapestry’.  It’s  a little  “cutesy”  for  my 
taste,  but  hell,  it  was  after  all  the  first  small  voice  from 
myself  about  myself  in  this  regard. 

When  I look  into  my  eyes 
I see  the  one  others  recognize 
But  deep  within  this  average  glance 
Lies  a finer,  stranger  dance 

Deep  within  he  lies  in  wait 
The  man  I am,  by  Wisdom’s  gate 
He  smiles  and  Becons  me  begin 
To  help  him  to  enter  in 

With  minstrations  so  mundane 
I can  make  my  woman  wane 
With  baubles  and  fabrics  simply  bought 
I enter  a world  so  easily  taught 

When  I look  into  my  eyes 
I see  the  one  others  recognize 
And  what  they  see  they  wholly  believe 
A confident  self  is  so  well  received 

Deep  within  his  average  gaze 
Is  a life  to  be  amazed 

All  loves,  both  worlds  here  are  freely  turning 
In  a heart  so  whole,  so  freely  burning 

So  when  you  look  into  my  eyes 
And  you  male  or  female  recognize 
Remember  the  other  and  hold  them  together 
For  so  we  have  been  always,  and  will  be  forever. 

- J.P. 


21 


nities  to  offer  back  some  of  the  love  and  support  I so 
generously  received  from  my  home  group.  More  impor- 
tantly,  in  the  process  of  offering  that  love  and  support  I 

Dear  Editor, 


It’s  been  over  a year  now  since  I first  attended  a 
TV/TS  support  group.  I was  the  only  female  crossdresser 
there,  and  the  reactions  ranged  from  pleasant  surprise  to 


curiosity,  but  there  was  always  the  overwhelming  feeling 
of  acceptance  and  warmth.  The  meeting  was  wonderful, 
and  opened  the  door  to  new  friends  and  experiences.  I 
began  to  go  “dressed”  to  meetings,  and  there  was  always 
acceptance  and  support.  Things  could  not  have  been 
better...  or  so  it  seemed. 


have  found  other  female-to-male  crossdressers  and  trans- 
sexuals, my  “brothers”,  the  missing  members  of  my 
family. 

My  sense  of  community  is  more  complete  now. 
Slowly,  as  more  opportunities  to  talk  with  other  female 
CD’s  and  TS’s  occure  my  feelings  of  aloneness  disappear. 

Dan  Riley 
do  P.O.  Box  367 
Wayland,  MA  01778 
(617)  894-8340 


Slowly,  I came  to  realize  that  the  burden  of  self- 
acceptance was  on  my  shoulders.  The  personal  revela- 
tions that  emerged  were  actively  and  consciously  explore 
the  masculine  side  of  myself.  Personal  “stories”  were 
shared  and  exchanged,  and  common  ground  was  found. 
However,  I was  the  only  female,  and  try  as  I might  to  share 
myself  with  others  and  to  understand  them,  there  was  a 
point  beyond  which  meaninful  conversation  seemed  lack- 
ing. The  words  I wanted  to  express  would  not  surface, 
and  the  empathy  I wanted  to  share  could  not  be  conjoured 
up  like  a white  rabbit  from  a magician’s  hat.  As  much  as 
I wanted  to  feel  that  I was  “home’  ’ at  my  support  meetings, 
something  was  missing.  It  was  as  though  a member  of  my 
‘ ‘family’  ’ was  not  there,  and  that  absence  left  an  emptiness 
in  my  heart  and  mind. 

The  “old”  support  group  is  still  having  their 
monthly  parties,  and  their  newsletter  is  still  filled  with 
events  and  articles  which  express  their  love  and  support 
for  each  other,  but  times  have  changed.  I have  joined  a 
“new”group  (I.F.G.E.).  I now  have  continuous  opportu- 


(Thanks  to  Christine -Jane  Wilson  for  the  car- 
toons - Dan) 


SEXOLOGY  ASSOCIATES 

Board-certified  human  sexuality  professionals 
who  care  about  your  sexual  well-being 

• Gender  Dysphoria  (TS/7V/TG)  • Sexual  Dysfunction 

• Gay  Male.  Lesbian.  Bisexual  Concerns  • Paraphilias/Sex  Offenses 

• Pediatric/Adolescent  Sexology  • Couples/Individuals/Families 

VISA/MC 

4835  Del  Ray  Avenue.  Bethesda.  Maryland.  Near  Bethesda  Metro. 

301/652-6448 

WJMfJUfrH 
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PHOTO  ALBUM: 


In  the  Mailbag  section  is  a brief  letter  from  Phaedra  Kelly,  Director  of  the  Genter  Transient  Affinity  (Isle  of  Wight) 
in  Great  Britain.  She  acknowledged  Ren'ee  and  Kevin's  wedding  and  related  it  to  her's  and  Vanda's  in  1984  (believed  to 
be  the  first  of  it's  kind  in  the  Brithish  Isles).  As  with  Ren'ee  and  Kevin,  Phaedra  and  Vanda's  marriage  was  a wonderful  event 
which  Phaedra  wanted  to  share  with  you  through  her  pictures. 
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TRANSSEXUALS  AND  THEIR  PARENTS 


By: 

Kay  Metsker 


PART  ONE:  TEULING  YOUR  PARENTS 


I have  found  that  one  of  the  major  stumbling 
blocks  toward  self-acceptance  for  many  transsexuals  is 
their  reluctance  to  share  their  problem  with  their  parents. 
I have  known  people  in  their  forties  afraid  to  tell  their 
parents.  They  argue  that  they  are  trying  to  protect  their 
parents’  feelings  and  to  respect  their  parents’  position.  Yet 
this  relationship  with  their  parents  is  dishonest.  They 
are  really  trying  to  protect  themselves  from  their 
“Mommy’s”  or  “Daddy’s”  disapproval.  They  are  not 
secure  enough  or  mature  enough  to  risk  disapproval 
by  declaring  their  independence  as  adults.  Because 
this  adult  relationship  is  unauthentic  and  superficial, 
the  child  remains  a child,  letting  the  parents’  values 
determine  his/her  behavior. 

The  relationships  that  are  the  hardest  to  alter 
and  be  open  and  honest  about  are  those  charged  with 
emotional  content.  They  are  those  relationships  in 
which  we  feel  that  we  have  the  most  to  lose  if  we  are 
honest  about  our  feelings,  values,  and  attitudes. 
Consequently,  you  and  your  parents  may  continue  to 
play  old  roles  for  years  and  never  treat  each  other  as 
adults. 


To  alter  the  relationship  with  your  parents 
can  seem  extremely  frightening  and  threatening, 
especially  when  you  know  that  your  parents  disap- 
prove of  something  that’s  part  of  you.  One  of  the  best 
ways  to  ease  this  confrontation  is  to  be  sure  of  what 
you  really  have  to  say  or  do  to  feel  free  and  independ- 
ent. Name  calling  and  blaming  sessions  can  be 
avoided  if  you  know  what  you  want  to  convey  to  your 
parents.  Displays  of  anger  and  hostility  accomplish 
little  and  can  drive  a wedge  between  you  and  your 
parents. 


Think  through  clearly  what  you  want  your 
parents  to  understand,  then  rehearse  in  your  imagi- 
nation a scene  where  you  tell  them.  Notice,  as  you 
rehearse,  any  fears,  feelings  of  frustration  or  anger,  or 
other  emotions  that  you  are  experiencing.  Pay  attention 
to  your  body  also.  Be  aware  of  any  areas  of  physical 
stress,  like  stomach-ache,  cramps,  headache,  changes  in 
breathing,  tension  along  your  spine,  etc.  Most  likely  you 
will  re-experience  old  chronic  areas  of  physical  tension 


that  you  established  long  ago  as  a response  to  childhood 
fears  of  the  adult  authority  figure  that  your  parents  repre- 
sented. 


As  you  rehearse  and  get  in  touch  with  emotional 
and  physical  tensions  and  fears,  acknowledge  them  and 
then  let  go  of  them.  This  may  take  some  effort  on  your 
part.  Keep  going  over  the  same  scene  until  you  can  do  it 


(Kay  Metsker) 

without  any  feeling  or  reaction.  It  may  take  several  tries, 
but  don’t  give  up.  If  you  get  stuck,  talk  it  over  with  a 
therapist. 

Only  after  you  have  completed  this  rehearsal  and 
planning  process  should  you  approach  your  parents. 
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Make  an  appointment  to  see  them.  Tell  them  you  have 
something  serious  that  you  want  to  talk  to  them  about,  and 
ask  when  it’s  convenient  for  them  to  talk  to  you . If  you  can 
predict  the  amount  of  time  it  will  take,  tell  them  this  too.  If 
you  set  the  topic  of  conversation  and  the  length  of  time 
you  are  willing  to  be  with  them,  then  you  are  the  one  in 
control  of  the  situation.  Most  important,  you  have  de- 
fused the  emotional  bomb  for  yourself.  After  the  first  step, 
things  get  easier.  So  you  will  be  able  to  direct  the 
conversation  and  not  be  subject  to  getting  hooked  into  old 
ways  of  being  manipulated. 

When  you  meet  with  your  parents,  start  by  giving 
them  some  idea  of  what  you  want  to  talk  about.  A few 
introductory  words  such  as,  “This  is  hard  for  me  to  say, 
but  I want  to  do  it  because  it’s  important  to  be  honest  with 
you,”  will  give  them  notice  that  you  intend  to  assert 
yourself  and  are  serious  about  it. 

Then  be  direct  and  factual  with  your  message. 
The  simplest  way  is  the  best.  You  might  say  something 
like,  “Mom  and  Dad,  I want  to  tell  you  that  I have  felt  like 
a woman  (or  man)  inside,  both  emotionally  and  mentally, 
since  early  childhood.  I am  tired  of  hiding  the  fact  from 
you.  I intend  to  start  living  full-time  as  a woman  (or  man). 
If  you  disapprove  of  this  fact,  I hope  that  you  will  not 
disapprove  of  me.  And  if  you  do,  then  I regret  losing  your 
love  for  now,  but  I have  to  be  true  to  myself.”  This  may 
seem  cruel,  but  it’s  probably  more  unkind  not  to  face  the 
issue  and  to  leave  your  parents  wondering  about  what  is 
happening  and  yourself  guilt-ridden. 

Your  parents  will  naturally  follow  the  long-estab- 
lished patterns  of  dealing  with  you  - saying  no,  scolding, 
or  threatening  punishment.  These  first  reactions  could 
even  extend  to  vowing  to  cut  you  out  of  the  will,  or 
threatening  to  withdraw  their  love  in  some  way.  How- 
ever, if  you  are  prepared  for  the  worst,  then  these  threats 
will  not  work.  You  are  standing  on  your  own  feet.  No 
matter  what  the  cost,  you  will  have  made  a major  step 
toward  being  in  control  of  your  life  and  yourself.  When 
they  realize  that  they  can  no  longer  control  your  life,  they 
will  most  often  relent  and  accept  you  as  you  are.  It  may 
take  them  a little  while  to  come  to  terms  with  the  changes 
in  your  relationship.  Give  them  all  the  time  they  need. 
Remember  that  you  needed  time  to  be  able  to  gain  the 
courage  to  confront  the  issue  yourself.  Offer  them  time  to 
think  about  it.  When  they  are  ready  and  willing  to  discuss 
the  issue  further,  be  available  to  do  so.  You’ve  made  the 
first  step  toward  redefining  the  relationship.  It’s  now  up  to 
your  parents  to  adjust  their  expectations. 

Many  parents  go  through  a grieving  process  for 
the  relationship  that  they  are  losing.  (This  process  will  be 
explained  in  more  detail  in  Part  Two.)  Your  parents  may 
find  it  very  hard  to  accept  the  changes.  They’ve  been  used 
to  the  old  ways  longer  than  you  have.  They  may  greet  the 
news  with  silence  - a form  of  denial  - or  may  simply 


decline  to  talk  about  it  any  further.  On  the  other  hand, 
your  folks  may  surprise  you  and  be  far  more  receptive  and 
supportive  than  you  expect.  There  are  those  rare  parents 
who  have  built  their  parent/offspring  relationships  on 
unconditional  love  (we’ll  love  you  no  matter  what),  rather 
than  conditional  love  (we’ll  love  you  if  you  live  up  to  our 
expectations). 

You  should  also  be  aware  of  the  possibility  that 
your  parents  may  not  be  in  total  control  of  their  own  lives 
or  selves.  Your  parents  may  fear  what  the  neighbors, 
relatives,  friends,  etc.  will  think  of  them  because  of  your 
situation.  Your  parents  may  need  to  build  their  own  self- 
esteem and  take  control  of  their  own  lives,  just  as  you’ve 
had  to  do  with  yours. 

Keep  your  options  open.  Few  parents  are  willing 
to  lose  contact  with  their  children,  and  in  time  they  will 
come  around  to  accepting  the  changes  in  you  and  the 
changes  in  your  relationship  with  them.  Remember, 
change  is  always  difficult,  particularly  where  emotions  are 
involved.  It  requires  giving  up  familiar  ways  of  doing 
things.  Even  if  the  old  ways  didn’t  work  and  weren’t 
honest,  they  were  comfortable,  like  an  old  pair  of  slippers. 
You  may  have  a twinge  of  sadness  at  throwing  away  these 
“old  slippers”,  but  the  old  ways  must  go,  to  make  way  for 
new  ones.  Sometimes,  the  scary  part  is  that  you  may  not 
know  what  the  new  ways  of  relating  to  your  parents  are 
yet,  and  since  you  know  the  old  ways  so  well,  it  may  feel 
safer  and  less  risky  to  keep  them. 

But  it’s  worthwhile  and  exciting  to  move  on  to 
new  levels  of  maturity.  The  second  hurdle  is  still  high,  but 
easier  than  the  first.  Once  an  open  dialogue  is  started  with 
parents,  it  is  easy  to  keep  it  that  way.  The  benefits  can  be 
enormous.  You  can  begin  to  relate  to  each  other  as  real 
human  beings.  You  learn  new  things  about  each  other 
and  you  may  find  a depth  of  love  and  feeling  that  you 
never  knew  was  there. 


PART  TWO:  PARENTAL  REACTION  - THE  GRIEF 
PROCESS 


My  heart  was  heavy,  for  its  trust  had  been 
Abused,  its  kindness  answered  with  foul  wrong; 
So,  turning  gloomily  from  my  fellow-men 
One  summer  Sabbath  day  I strolled  among 
The  green  mounds  of  the  village  burial  place; 
Where,  pondering  how  all  human  love  and  hate 
Find  one  sad  level;  and  how,  soon  or  late, 
Wronged  and  wrongdoer,  each  with  meekened 
face 

And  cold  hands  folded  over  a still  heart, 

Pass  the  green  threshold  of  our  common  grave, 
Whither  all  footsteps  tend,  whence  none  depart, 
Awed  for  myself,  and  pitying  my  race, 
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Our  common  sorrow  like  a mighty  wave, 
Swept  all  my  pride  away,  and  trembling,  I for- 
gave! 

- John  Greenleaf  Whittier 


GOD  grant  me  the  serenity 

To  accept  the  things  I cannot  change, 

Courage  to  change  the  things  that  I can, 

And  the  wisdom  to  know  the  difference. 

- The  Commodore’s  Prayer 

“Every  man  can  handle  grief  but  he  that  has  it.” 

- William  Shakespeare 

“Much  Ado  About  Nothing” 

When  parents  are  told  by  their  child  that  he/she 
is  gender  dysphoric  and  is  planning  a change  of  sex,  the 
parents  usually  experience  shock,  a sense  of  betrayal , and 
a sense  of  loss.  They  may  be  able  to  accept  the  change 
intellectually,  but  at  the  emotional  level,  there  is  a sense  of 
having  lost  a son  (or  daughter). 

Grieving  is  the  normal  response  to  the  pain  and 
anguish  of  loss.  It  is  the  process  of  healing  after  a 
disruptive  loss  occurs  in  life.  It  is  uncomfortable  and 
painful;  a state  of  dis-ease.  If  it  is  not  experienced,  or  if  it 
is  repressed,  denied,  and  internalized,  it  can  lead  to 
serious  emotional  and/or  physical  disease.  Knowing  what 
to  expect  in  the  process  of  grieving  for  yourself  and  others 
helps  you  get  through  the  process. 

The  burden  felt  by  the  parents  is  doubly  great 
because  the  loss  of  a child  and  its  accompanying  feeling  of 
powerlessness  go  against  the  most  basic  of  parental  in- 
stincts, that  of  protecting  the  offspring.  Faced  with  such  a 
catastrophic  idea,  the  stunned  parents  all  too  often  believe 
they  should  have  been  able  to  avert  the  “tragedy.”  When 
the  feeling  of  powerlessness  sets  in,  parents  find  them- 
selves in  a situation  of  having  to  deal  not  only  with  their 
shock,  but  also  with  their  perceived  inability  to  have 
prevented  it.  One  of  the  basic  things  taken  away  from  the 
parents  is  the  conviction  of  possessing  the  ability  to  control 
and  to  have  some  say  about  what  is  happening  in  the 
world.  Feeling  that  ability  gone,  parents  must  turn  else- 
where to  believe  once  again  in  themselves  and  to  re- 
develop their  sense  of  self-esteem. 

Parents  may  think  frequently  about  their  mis- 
takes or  the  things  they  didn’t  do,  and  now  wish  they  had. 
They  must  realize  that  whatever  happened  in  the  past, 
they  did  the  best  they  could  at  the  time.  Dwelling  on  the 
causes  of  the  gender  dysphoria  and  negative  parts  of  the 
relationship  will  only  delay  the  recovery  time.  Continually 
going  over  situations  cannotchange  them.  Parents  should 


forgive  themselves  - if  there  is  anything  to  forgive  that  is 
still  unfinished.  They  should  begin  to  think  in  positive 
terms  of  the  good  times  in  the  relationship  and  give  up  the 
painful  ones.  Above  all,  they  should  stop  punishing 
themselves! 

Adjusting  to  and  eventually  accepting  the  reality 
of  the  change  is  a long,  slow,  and  painful  healing  process. 
Studies  by  Elisabeth  Kubler-Ross  and  others  have  shown 
that  definite  stages  of  this  grief  process  are  encountered 
and  must  be  resolved  by  each  individual  before  they  can 
reach  final  understanding.  The  stages  are:  Denial,  Anger, 
Bargaining,  Depression,  Guilt,  Acceptance,  and  Renewal. 

DENIAL 

This  is  the  first  stage.  A state  of  numbness  and 
disbelief  takes  hold.  Common  thoughts  are,  “No,  this 
can’t  be  happening  to  me.  I don’t  believe  it.  If  I don’t  think 
about  it,  the  problem  will  go  away . ’ ’ After  about  six  weeks, 
if  a person  is  stoically  fighting  their  grief  and  strong 
feelings,  or  is  still  feeling  numb,  they  are  denying  their 
feelings  and  are  headed  for  emotional  trouble. 

ANGER 

Anger  may  be  expressed  outwardly  as  rage,  or 
turned  inward  and  be  experienced  as  depression.  Reac- 
tions such  as,  “Why  me?  Why  not  our  neighbors?  How 
could  you  do  this  to  us?”,  may  be  expressed.  Blaming 
others  is  a way  of  avoiding  the  personal  pain,  sorrow  and 
despair  of  coming  to  terms  with  the  fact  that  life  is  not 
always  fair.  We  all  have  different  reasons  for  feeling  what 
we  feel.  People’s  feelings  are  a legitimate  part  of  them; 
they  shouldn’t  be  ashamed  of  these  emotions.  Hiding 
one’s  anger  won’t  make  it  disappear.  A person  will  get 
past  it  more  quickly  if  it  is  brought  out  into  the  open. 
People  should  also  realize,  if  they  become  targets  of  this 
anger,  not  to  take  it  personally  because  the  anger  must  be 
expressed  and  worked  through. 

BARGAINING 

Bargaining  goes  on  to  help  buy  time  to  accept  the 
truth  of  the  situation.  “I’ll  come  see  you  only  iflsee  ‘Larry’ 
instead  of  ‘Laura’.  I’ll  have  lunch  with  you  if  you  wear 
slacks  and  no  make-up.”,  are  ways  to  try  to  postpone  the 
inevitable. 

DEPRESSION 

Depression  can  result  in  feelings  of  helplessness,  hope- 
lessness, and  powerlessness.  Other  feelings  such  as  sadness, 
disappointment,  and/or  loneliness  can  occur.  The  person 
experiencing  these  emotions  should  ask  for  comfort  and 
help  when  they  want  it.  It  is  important  to  not  resist  one’s 
feelings  or  to  wallow  in  them.  If  a person  is  allowed  to 
express  their  feelings,  they  will  find  final  acceptance  much 
easier.  They  will  also  be  grateful  to  those  who  can  sit  with 
them  during  this  stage  of  depression  without  constantly 
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telling  them  that  they  should  be  more  cheerful. 

GUILT 


Guilt  comes  from  something  a person  did  or  said , 
something  they  wished  they  had  not  done;  or  from  some- 
thing that  a person  thought  they  should  have  said  or  done. 
Whenever  someone  finds  themself  saying  should  or  ought 
they  are  putting  themself  in  a position  to  feel  guilt. 

Guilt  may  be  created  unreasonably.  If  a person 
says  to  themself  or  others,  “He  wouldn’t  have  had  this 
problem  if  I ...”,  guilt  is  created  by  their  own  self-talk.  “If 
only”  and  “What  if’  are  questions  that  can  never  be 
answered.  The  facts  are  not  all  available  to  know  what 
else  could  have  happened.  They  must  rid  themselves  of 
the  irrational  “if  only”  thoughts.  Those  thoughts  serve  no 
purpose  but  to  continue  the  guilt  feelings  which  will  slow 
down  one’s  recovery.  A person  must  accept  the  reality  of 
what  has  happened . It  cannot  be  changed , but  people  can 
change  what  they  think  about  it  and  choose  not  to  feel 
guilt.  Feeling  guilty  over  a prolonged  time  is  a choice  some 
may  make. 

Thoughts  are  thoughts;  they  cannot  be  felt.  Feelings 
are  feelings;  they  cannot  be  thought.  Self-talk  can  create 
one’s  reality.  A person  can  use  self-talk  to  set  up  emotional 
barriers  and  feel  completely  helpless  and  emotionally 
impotent.  Or  one’s  horizons  can  be  expanded  to  create 
positive  change  and  growth. 

ACCEPTANCE 

Progress  toward  acceptance  is  made  when  the 
parents  can  think  of  their  child  without  strong  emotional 
feelings  of  longing  and  sadness  for  the  way  things  were. 
The  parents  will  not  be  stuck  in  the  past,  they  will  be  living 
in  the  present,  and  making  plans  for  the  future.  They  will 
be  able  to  live  with  the  ambiguity  of  the  never-to-be 
answered  questions.  This  stage  should  not  necessarily  be 
mistaken  for  a happy  stage,  where  total  acceptance  is 
achieved.  It  should  be  considered  as  the  stage  where  the 
pain  has  gone  and  the  struggle  is  over. 

RENEWAL 

The  psychologist  Carl  Jung  said  that  part  of 
being  human  involves  having  problems  because  human 
beings  have  a consciousness,  as  opposed  to  lower  animals 
that  operate  their  lives  on  instincts.  Problems  force  us  to 
a more  developed  consciousness,  a fuller  awareness  of 
events  and  feelings.  As  Jung  says,  “Every  one  of  us  gladly 
turns  away  from  his  problems;  if  possible  they  must  not  be 
mentioned,  or  better  still,  their  experience  is  denied.  We 
wish  to  make  our  lives  simple,  certain,  and  smooth.  For 
that  reason  problems  are  taboo.  The  artful  denial  of  a 
problem  will  not  produce  conviction;  on  the  contrary,  a 
wider  and  higher  consciousness  is  called  for  to  give  us  the 
certainty  and  clarity  we  need.” 


For  each  loss,  each  person  feels  a different  set  of 
reactions,  and  must  work  through  their  grieving  processes 
at  whatever  pace  and  time  is  necessary.  There  are 
similarities  among  those  who  manage  their  grief  success- 
fully - and  similar  blocking  patterns  for  those  who  have 
trouble  resolving  their  grief.  Some  never  do  completely 
resolve  their  grief  and  do  not  complete  all  the  stages  of  the 
grieving  process. 

Parents  must  focus  on  their  patterns  of  grieving, 
monitor  their  self-talk  and  emotions  to  help  raise  their 
consciousness  and  grow  into  stronger,  more  sensitive 
people. 


It  is  important  to  remember  that  there  is  a balance 
in  the  universe.  For  every  loss  there  is  a gain.  Surviving 
grief  doesn’t  mean  that  parents  will  completely  forget  the 
past  history  of  their  transsexual  child.  That  person  is  in 
their  lives  forever,  but  his/her  role  in  their  life  must,  and 
will,  change  and  evolve. 

The  ideas  expressed  in  this  article  will,  hopefully, 
help  to  produce  a better  understanding  for  the  parents 
who  are  learning  to  deal  with  the  loss  of  an  old  relationship 
and  the  beginning  of  a new  one. 

-END- 


SPECIAL  FEATURE: 
MISS  COS  1988 
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PUTTING  OUR  BEST  FACE  FORWARD 

By:  Karen  Anne  Baumgardner 


“Go  for  it,  and  give  it  all  you’ve  got  Not  for  the 
prizes,  not  to  hobnob  with  the  elite,  but  to  fulfill  that 
wonderful  lost  dream.  Even  if  you  don’t  win,  you’ll  have 
the  time  of  your  life.”  ( Laura  Walton,  Miss  CGS 1987) 

“First,  I’d  like  to  thank  all  of  our  sisters  and 
brothers  for  coming  out  and  making  the  pageant  a suc- 
cess. I feel  grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  have  competed 
against  such  fine  and  wonderful  people.  And  the  reward 
of  being  chosen  Miss  CGS  was  so  flattering.  ” ( Marsha 
Michaels,  Miss  CGS  1988) 

“I  like  the  idea  of  performing  as  a woman.  This 
is  my  third  pageant,  and  I’ve  never  won  anything.  If 
winning  was  everything  to  me  I would  have  given  up  after 
the  first  one.  I just  give  it  my  best  and  enjoy  myself  so 
much  while  I’m  doing  it”  (Phyllis  Raymond,  3-time 
pageant  entrant) 

On  November  12th,  1988,  people  from  the 
Chicago  area  and  all  over  the  North  American  continent 
gathered  in  the  upstairs  banquet  hall  of  Ann  Sather’s 
restaurant,  home  of  the  Chicago  Gender  Society,  to  cheer 
on  six  brave  girls  in  their  pursuit  of  the  title  of  ‘Miss 
Chicago  Gender  Society,  1988’.  All  six  girls  were  mem- 
bers of  CGS,  some  had  previous  stage  experience,  some 
had  entered  previous  pageants.  None  could  be  consid- 
ered professional  entertainers,  although  several  had  back- 
grounds in  music  or  dance. 

Even  though  CGS  is  just  passing  its  second 
anniversary,  the  Miss  CGS  Pageant  has  relatively  long 
roots.  The  tradition  of  crowning  a queen  can  be  traced 
back  to  the  days  when  the  organization  was  a chapter  of 
the  Gateway  Gender  Alliance.  The  Windy  City  Chapter 
leader,  Sharon  Hart,  decided  in  1984  that  a competition 
and  entertainment  spectacle  would  be  an  interesting  di- 
version and  if  well  received  would  become  an  annual 
event.  It  also  was  an  outlet  for  those  who  would  be  shut 
out  of  the  “closed”  pageants  held  in  the  gay  community, 
the  outcomes  of  which  were  often  predetermined. 

Sharon  had  also  imagined  that  the  Miss  Windy 
City  GGA  would  compete  as  part  of  a national  competi- 
tion featuring  pageant  winners  from  GGA  chapters  around 


the  country  at  the  annual  Spring  Flings,  which  were  then 
being  planned  for  Chicago  as  national  GGA  conventions. 

While  the  idea  of  a national  pageant  did  not 
come  to  fru  ition , the  first  two  Spring  Flings  were  successful 
aesthetically,  if  not  financially,  which  opened  up  Chicago 
as  a viable  city  for  the  community  to  gather,  leading  to  the 
first  two  IFGE  ‘Coming  Together’  Conventions,  the  ‘Be 
All’,  and  the  ‘Holiday  En  Femme’  coming  to  Chicago  in 
the  ensuing  years. 

After  the  first  Miss  Windy  City  contest,  atten- 
dance and  the  number  of  contestants  at  the  next  two 
pageants  grew  steadily.  When  CGS  was  formed  in  1987, 
President  David  Maxwell  decided  that  it  would  be  fun  not 
only  to  continue  the  tradition  of  the  pageant,  but  also  to 
arrange  for  banquet  facilities,  allowing  the  audience  to 
dress  to  the  nines  and  become  a part  of  the  festivities 
themselves. 

The  first  Miss  CGS  Pageant  met  with  mixed 
results.  Artistically  it  was  fairly  successful,  while  on  the 
other  hand,  financial  commitments  turned  it  into  a bloo- 
dbath of  red  ink.  The  plan  for  1988,  if  there  was  to  be  a 
pageant  at  all,  was  to  work  to  the  utmost  to  involve  as 
much  talent  behind  the  scenes  and  on  stage  as  could  be 
found  within  the  group,  and  also,  in  a word,  to  promote 
the  hell  out  of  it  throughout  the  midwest. 

The  first  stroke  of  good  fortune  came  when  CGS 
vice-president  Jenni  B.,  and  her  charming  consort,  Ch- 
eryl, came  forth  and  volunteered  to  coordinate  the  music, 
choreography,  equipment,  and  entertainment.  Jenni  is  a 
professional  entertainer,  and  Cheryl  had  considerable 
experience  in  beauty  pageants  herself  as  a contestant. 
They  both  came  in  with  a lot  of  fresh  ideas  to  make  the 
pageant  more  stimulating  and  polished.  They,  in  turn, 
were  ably  assisted  by  Laura,  who  had  won  the  title  of  Miss 
CGS  1987,  and  Diane,  who  volunteered  their  talents  as 
entertainers  and  put  their  professional  talents  as  seam- 
stresses to  work  as  wardrobe  coordinators. 

This  allowed  David  and  Karen  to  work  behind 
the  scenes  making  arrangements  for  the  banquet,  prizes, 
equipment  procurement,  and  ticket  selling.  In  no  time  at 
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all,  more  volunteers  were  coming  out  of  the  woodwork, 
led  by  Sherri  and  Janine,  who  initiated  and  led  the 
promotional  efforts  with  professionally  typeset  ads.  Jan- 
ine and  Rebecca  also  designed  stunning  programs  for  the 
evening. 

After  several  months  of  intensive  planning  and 
grueling  rehearsals,  November  12th  finally  rolled  around, 
and  although  Mother  Nature  got  her  two  cents  worth  in  by 
donating  some  absolutely  putrid  weather,  the  banquet 
room  at  Ann  Sather’s  began  to  fill  up  early  in  the  evening 
with  intrepid  party-goers  awaiting  an  evening  of  breath- 
taking excitement.  They  were  not  to  be  disappointed. 
The  contestants  themselves  were  huddled  in  the  dressing 
room,  sorting  out  their  wardrobes,  setting  up  makeup 
mirrors,  and  perhaps  sipping  an  aperitif  to  calm  pre-show 
jitters. 

The  room  had  been  stunningly  appointed  during 
the  day  by  the  supportive  staff  of  Ann  Sather’s,  and 
equipment  had  been  transported  and  arranged  through- 
out the  afternoon  by  Julie  and  Lisa,  David,  Frances, 
Stefanie,  Jenni,  and  Maria. 

Our  guests,  who  had  filled  the  atrium  and  bar 
area,  and  begun  spilling  into  the  banquet  room,  were  a 
cause  of  surprise  in  themselves.  Familiar  faces  from 
around  the  country  had  shown  up  unannounced  to  be  a 
part  of  the  evening  and  cheer  on  the  contestants;  Kay  from 
Texas,  Elaine  from  New  Jersey,  Joan  from  Canada,  and 
Rene'e  from  Albany  serving  as  official  photographer  for 
the  Tapestry. 

The  judges,  noted  dignitaries  from  far-away  places, 
had  also  arrived;  Mariette  Pathy  Allen  from  NYC,  Nicole 
Saunders,  Former  Miss  Gay  Wisconsin,  and  Kelly  of  Van 
James  Photography  in  Wisconsin.  Their  task,  based  on 
the  evidence  presented  throughout  the  pageant,  would  be 
to  choose  the  new  Miss  CGS.  It  would  not  be  an  easy  one. 

After  a sumptuous  meal,  the  show  began,  open- 
ing with  a choreographed  number  featuring  the  six  con- 
testants: Brenda  (Miss  Tique);  Maria  (Miss  Charlie’s 

Angels);  Eydie  (Miss  AT&T);  Gloria  (Miss  Coppertone); 
Phyllis  (Miss  Swedish  Meatball  Council);  and  Marsha 
(Miss  Understood). 

The  contest  itself  then  began,  with  the  contest- 
ants vying  for  honors  in  Talent  and  Fantasy  competition. 
Finally,  all  six  contestants  appeared  on  stage  together  in 
their  stunning  evening  gowns.  Each  then  promenaded 
into  the  audience,  before  being  asked  different  questions 
by  Jenni  concerning  their  personal  feelings  on  the  gender 
community,  CGS,  and  themselves.  In  between  catego- 
ries, the  audience  was  entertained  by  Diane,  Laura,  Cheryl, 
Jenni,  and  special  guest  Elaine. 

The  judges  then  handed  their  final  tabulations  to 
Karen,  and  while  everyone  took  a break,  the  votes  were 
added  up  and  delivered  to  Jenni,  who  hustled  the  contest- 


ants back  on  stage,  and  the  winners  were  announced: 
Second  runner-up  went  to  Maria  Inez;  Gloria  Wright  was 
named  first  runner-up;  and  the  winner  and  newly  crowned 
Miss  Chicago  Gender  Society  1988  was  Miss  Marsha 
Michaels. 

The  evening  had  been  a complete  success,  artis- 
tically, financially,  visually,  and  attendance-wise.  But 
most  important  of  all  was  the  distinctive  aura  of  the  age  in 
the  community  of  working  together  that  had  been  evident 
throughout  the  preceding  months  and  which  came  to 
fruition  on  the  evening  of  the  pageant  itself. 

After  all  the  hoopla,  only  one  person  could  be 
crowned  the  new  Miss  CGS.  Yet  all  six  contestants 
worked  equally  hard,  and  while  winning  was  the  foremost 
thought  in  mind  for  each,  the  prize  was  actually  secondary 
to  the  opportunity  to  the  principle  of  being  themselves  and 
being  the  best  they  could  be.  For  David,  Jenni,  Laura, 
Diane,  Cheryl,  and  Karen,  their  hours  of  hard  work  were 
to  be  rewarded  by  the  appreciation  of  their  peers.  How- 
ever, the  work  itself  was  done  out  of  love  for  the  six 
contestants  and  their  aspirations,  as  well  as  for  the  welfare 
of  the  Chicago  Gender  Society  as  a whole. 

The  audience  itself  turned  out  to  be  much  more 
than  just  members  of  the  community.  Each  contestant 
was  supported  by  several  friends,  relatives,  or  co-workers, 
people  who  normally  would  never  consider  attending  any 
sort  of  function  within  the  transgender  community.  They 
came  out  in  force  on  this  particular  evening  to  cheer  on 
someone  special  in  their  lives.  What  they  saw  was  the 
community  at  its  best.  They  may  never  return,  but  they 
surely  went  away  impressed,  as  did  everyone  else  that 
evening. 

- END- 

******* 
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I WAS  A MISS  CGS  CONTESTANT 

By:  Gloria  Wright 


I got  to  be  a contestant  for  the  1988  Miss  CGS 
Pageant!  That  may  or  may  not  seem  to  be  a big  deal  to 
you,  but  being  in  a beauty/talent  pageant  has  always  been 
a fantasy  of  mine.  In  this  case  that  fantasy  became  reality. 

The  Pageant  was  held  at  a very  nice  and  well 
known  restaurant  on  the  north  side  of  Chicago.  It  was  a 
cold  and  rainy  day  in  November,  but  that  didn’t  dampen 
the  spirits  of  the  six  contestants,  including  yours  truly.  All 
beamed  with  anticipation,  each  vying  to  represent  the 
Chicago  Gender  Society  for  the  coming  year. 

Several  of  the  contestants  had  been  in  pageants 
before,  but  there  was  still  that  air  of  anticipation  and 
excitement.  The  Pageant  coordinators,  Jenni  and  Cheryl, 
were  great  at  keeping  us  from  getting  too  nervous  and 
making  sure  that  everything  was  ready.  We  had  several 
rehearsals  so  we  were  prepared  to  “put  on  the  show’’. 

Our  opening  number  was  a group  performance 
which  we  all  had  to  be  in,  and  then  came  the  competition! 
There  were,  in  order,  Talent,  Fantasy,  and  Evening  Gown 
competitions,  as  well  as  the  answering  of  a selected 
question  related  to  the  crossdressing  community.  Be- 
tween each  competition,  we  “girls”  helped  each  other 
with  costume  changes,  make-up,  hair,  and  the  like,  and 
helped  boost  each  other’s  confidence  before  we  went  out 
to  “the  wolves”. 

The  wolves  turned  out  to  be  a very  nice  (and 
large)  audience  that  really  seemed  to  enjoy  the  show.  We 
even  attracted  a large  number  of  people  who  had  come  to 
attend  a wedding  reception  at  the  restaurant.  As  the 
audience  applauded,  yelled,  and  screamed,  it  really  made 
us  give  it  our  all.  Even  Laura  (last  year’s  Miss  CGS),  and 
Jenni  and  Cheryl,  and  a surprise  Hawaiian  dancer  got 
into  the  act.  Our  president,  David,  even  sang  the  closing 
song,  written  by  Jenni.  We  were  stuffing  5 pounds  of 
Pageant  into  that  3 pound  bag  alright. 

Unfortunately,  being  a participant  means  that 
there  is  a lot  of  the  show  that  you  don’t  get  to  see.  In  the 
dressing  room,  we’d  often  hear  yelling  and  screaming,  or 
applause  and  wish  we  could  see  what  was  going  on. 
Whenever  possible,  we’d  sneak  into  the  hallway  and  peak 
at  the  stage  from  the  side  to  take  in  a little  of  the  show 
ourselves. 

When  all  was  said  and  done  Marsha  was  chosen 
as  Miss  CGS  1988,  I was  chosen  1st  Runner  Up,  and 


(Gloria  Wright) 


Maria  was  selected  as  2nd  Runner  Up.  I was  voted  Miss 
Congeniality  by  the  other  contestants  (I  guess  bribes  really 
do  work) . But  we  all  won  because  we  got  to  live  a fantasy 
that  many  of  us  have  had  for  a long  time,  and  CGS  got  to 
show  what  it  could  do  when  it  wanted  to  strut  its  stuff.  I 
didn’t  win,  but  in  the  words  of  just  about  any  Chicago 
sports  fan,  “Just  wait’ll  next  year!” 


-END- 
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RESOLUTION  WITH  FAMILY 

By:  Tomye  Kelley,  M.A. 


Jake  said,  “My  dad  picked  up  my  little  niece  and 
told  her  to  ‘Look  over  there  at  your  Uncle  Jake  and 
smile!’” 

Jake  and  I both  smiled. 

Three  years  ago  Jake  was  sure  that  this  day 
would  never  arrive.  Initially,  he  came  to  my  office  to  begin 
psychotherapy  in  an  effort  to  resolve  his  issues  of  gender 
conflict.  Jake  was  a rather  androgynous  looking  female 
who  called  himself  “J.T.”  At  that  time,  still  in  the  female 
role,  she  was  in  her  last  year  at  a regional  University  where 
she  had  been  in  therapy  with  a faculty  psychologist  for  tow 
years.  They  had  explored  many  elements  of  J.T. ’s  conflict 
and  the  therapeutic  work  had  allowed  J.T.  to  function 
satisfactorily  in  her  major  department  to  get  on  her  way 
toward  graduation. 

Both  J.T.  and  her  therapist  believed  that  she  had 
done  as  much  exploring  within  the  female  role  as  she 
could  and  they  both  felt  that  it  was  time  for  her  to  start 
hormone  therapy.  For  this  reason,  she  had  been  referred 
to  my  office. 

She  sat  in  an  easy  male  fashion  with  her  left  ankle 
resting  on  the  knee  of  her  right  leg.  She  leaned  back  in  the 
chair,  hooked  one  elbow  over  the  back  of  the  chair,  and 
studied  me  with  a level  gaze.  After  I had  taken  some  case 
history,  explored  the  question  with  which  I usually  start 
most  of  these  interviews,  “Why  now?”,  J.T.  exploded: 

“I  don’t  like  this  one  little  bit,  I want  you  to 
know,”  she  said  through  clenched  teeth,  still  with  that 
cool,  level,  gaze. 

“Yes,”  I responded,  “so I’ve  noticed.  Why  don’t 
you  tell  me  what  it  is  that  you  don’t  like?” 

“This!”,  she  said  with  an  all-encompassing  ges- 
ture that  took  in  both  myself  and  the  entire  office.  “It’s  just 
another  hoop  that  someone  can  make  me  jump  through!” 
Abruptly  she  shot  off  her  chair  and  began  pacing. 


“I’ve  had  it  with  all  this!  I’ve  been  to  psycholo- 
gists and  therapists  and  doctors  and  everyone  else.  I’m 
not  crazy  and  I resent  having  to  go  to  shrinks.  I’ve  been 
to  a psychologist  for  two  years.  I know  what’s  wrong  with 
me  and  I just  want  it  fixed!” 

She  stood  across  the  office,  one  hand  resting  on 
the  mid-sash  of  the  big  turn-of-the-century  window  and 
the  other  in  a fist  jammed  on  her  right  hip,  on  top  of  the 
trouser  side  pocket  in  the  way  men  do  when  they  kick  their 
suit  coats  back.  She  talked  for  a while,  from  this  safe 
distance,  about  the  professionals  whom  she’d  already 
seen.  She  talked  about  how  fed  up  she  was  with  it  all,  and 
the  number  of  dead-end  streets  she’d  been  shuffled  down. 
She  talked  about  how  much  money  it  had  all  cost. 

When,  finally,  she  seemed  emptied,  quieter,  I 
asked,  “Then  why  do  you  want  to  start  over  with  me?” 

“I  don’t!  You  better  believe,  I don’t!  I hate  being 
here!”,  she  snapped. 

“Did  someone  force  you  to  come  here?”  I asked. 

Her  expression  turned  from  angry  to  sour,  and 
she  curled  her  upper  lip  like  an  animal  wanting  to  show  its 
fangs.  “You  know  why  I’m  here,”  she  snarled.  “Don’t 
play  cozy  with  me!  I’m  here  because  you’re  the  only  one 
we  could  find.  You  hold  the  key  to  the  next  step  and  the 
only  way  I’m  going  to  get  that  key  is  to  start  all  over... 
again!” 

She  took  a deep  breath  and  let  go  of  the  window 
sash  and  dropped  her  other  arm  to  her  side;  at  the  same 
time  she  drew  in  a deep  breath  and  pulled  her  head  up  and 
back,  almost  defiantly.  She  turned  and  walked  purpose- 
fully back  to  the  chair.  She  sat  down,  holding  herself  very 
rigidly,  and  with  both  feet  solidly  planted  on  the  floor, 
wide  apart,  she  rested  her  elbows  on  her  upper  legs  and 
laced  her  fingers  together  in  a white-knuckle  grip.  She 
brought  her  head  forward  toward  her  hands  and  in  a 
menacing  tone  said,  “O.K.,  you  win.  I’m  here.  I’ll  jump 
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through  your  hoops.  Just  set  them  up  and  tell  me  how 
many.  Once  a week?  O.K.,  fine.  I’ll  do  that.  I . . . just . 
. . want  . . . my  . . . hormones.”  And  she  deliberately, 
slowly,  emphasized  those  last  four  words. 

That  evening,  when  I was  reviewing  the  day,  I 
must  admit  that  I let  my  mind  wander  back  over  the  hour 
that  I spent  with  J.T.  I wondered  if  taking  on  this  client  had 
been  a good  idea.  I wondered,  further,  if  I would  be  able 
to  be  of  any  value  to  her.  I knew  that  if  I did  work  with  this 
raging  little  wolf-cub  and  if  we  were  able  to  come  out  on 
the  other  side  with  some  things  in  place,  her  rage  exor- 
cised, her  soul  tasting  some  peace,  her  sense  of  gender  at 
least  to  some  extent  eased,  I knew  that  if  we  did  all  that,  I 
would  surely  have  earned  every  cent  that  I would  have 
received! 

Well,  I would  not  be  sitting  here  today,  writing 
this,  had  I not  continued  with  the  client  and  had  she  not 
made  the  decision  to  continue  working  with  me.  It  was,  I 
must  tell  you,  as  stormy  a three  years  as  I had  ever  known; 
not  the  stormiest,  but  as  stormy! 

Unfortunately  as  it  turned  out,  the  psychother- 
apy J.T.  had  already  had,  valuable  as  it  no  doubt  was  to 
her,  did  not  fill  the  needs  of  a gender  program.  And  so,  we 
began  all  over  again  to  peel  the  “onion”  of  her  relation- 
ships with  her  family.  She  had  done  some  of  this  in 
therapy  before,  but  this  time  we  were  specifically  looking 
for  the  threads  of  gender  identity. 

One  of  the  first  rules  that  J.T.  attempted  to  level 
was  that  of  putting  her  father  and  all  discussion  of  her 
father  off  limits.  She  had  resolved  all  of  those  issues,  she 
announced,  with  a “really  good  psychologist”  that  she’d 
seen  previously.  Unfortunately,  this  was  an  issue  that  I 
could  not  allow  her  to  escape.  Over  and  over  we  attacked 
it,  from  every  conceivable  side,  and  eventually,  despite 
her  anger,  her  protests  that  I was  only  wasting  her  money, 
having  her  come  in  week  after  week  just  to  go  over  the 
same  old  stuff  that  was  already  resolved,  after  she  had 
suddenly  bolted  from  the  therapy  room  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  finally,  we  began  to  uncover  him,  and  her 
relationship  to  him  and  with  that  came  the  puzzle  piece  to 
the  rest  of  the  family  dynamics.  We  were  finally  starting. 

We  “met”  the  father,  a powerful  and  controlling 
man,  who  pulled  every  string  on  his  family.  We  “met”  the 
mother,  a woman  who  squeezed  out  her  power  within  the 
family  by  manipulation.  We  uncovered  the  family,  who 
defined  family  life  by  “Today’s  Crises”,  and  like  every 
good  soap  opera  each  of  the  five  members  of  the  family 
took  turns  being  the  family’s  “Crisis  for  Today.” 

The  crises  were  all  of  a very  fine  vintage  since  the 
family  was  one  of  extraordinary  wealth,  the  father  having 
made  and  lost  one  fortune  only  to  re-gear  and  make 
another.  The  menu  of  different  crisis  was  an  impressive 
one,  from  narcotics  through  sex  and  alcoholism,  divorce, 
illnesses,  and  of  course  the  ultimate:  gender  conflict. 


Having  fully  explored  the  hand  that  father  had 
played  in  all  of  this  and  the  hand  that  J.T.  had  played  in 
relation  to  father  and  the  quite  literally  unspeakable  anger 
that  she  felt  toward  him  for  having  made  her  his  “little 
jockey”  (they  owned  and  ran  a line  of  fine  race  horses, 
and  in  the  late  60’s  ‘little  jockeys’  were  always  male).  She 
finally  allowed  herself  to  come  face  to  face  with  her  rage 
and  eventually  she  used  it  up  and  was  finished  with  it. 

When  she  thought  it  was  over,  we  then  had  to  go 
back  into  and  look  to  see  whether  or  not  her  sense  of 
gender  conflict  was  an  effort  to  fulfill  her  father’s  prophetic 
nick-name  for  her.  We  then  had  to  look  to  see  if  it  was  a 
factor  of  her  anger  toward  him  for  all  the  things  that  she 
was  angry  at  him  about;  a way  of  striking  out  at  him. 

A year  went  by,  and  half  of  another.  During  this 
time  J.T.  began  to  use  the  name  “Jake”  around  his 
friends,  at  first  as  a nickname.  It  seemed  to  fit  because  she 
always  had  been  a tom-boy,  a good  guy,  and  a terrific  pal, 
so  “Jake”  didn’t  seem  at  all  out  of  line.  His  hair  was  being 
worn  a bit  shorter.  His  breast  binder  was  always  securely 
in  place,  no  matter  how  hot  and  miserable  the  day  might 
be.  He  had  no  wardrobe  left  that  was  anything  other  than 
casual  male.  Women  can  do  that,  you  know,  especially  if 
they  are  “good  guys”,  not  aggressively  male,  have  a good 
sense  of  humor,  and  all  of  that  sort  of  thing.  Remember, 
they’re  only  women.  They  “don’t  count  for  a whole  lot 
anyway  and  after  all  they  are  ‘bumping  UP’  the  ladder 
with  it  all.” 

During  this  same  time,  Jake  was  making  it  a point 
to  meet  a lot  of  new  people  and  all  these  people  only  know 
him  as  Jake.  He  wasn’t  making  explanations,  he  was  just 
getting  on  with  exploring  the  kind  of  person  that  he  felt 
lived  within  himself.  It  seemed  to  be  working.  The  earth 
wasn’t  moving  and  volcanos  weren’t  erupting.  Jake 
graduated  from  the  University,  he  took  a job  , and  he 
taught  skiing  in  the  male  role.  Not  sky  rockets...  just 
“stuff’...  like  the  rest  of  us. 

Now,  I need  to  go  back  to  the  very  beginning. 
During  the  second  or  third  visit  with  Jake  we  talked  about 
what  his  family  knew  regarding  the  gender  conflict  and 
how  they  reacted  to  what  little  they  did  know.  Jake 
assured  me  that  they  would  just  have  to  be  written  off. 
Well,  writing  off  families  is  for  fiction  and  the  Donahue 
show,  but  not  for  real  life.  Certainly,  not  for  my  clients,  at 
any  rate.  We  haven’t  lost  a family  yet. 

That  feels  a bit  uncomfortable  at  times,  because 
it  seems  very  much  as  though  we  may  be  riding  the  crest 
of  a whale  of  a fall.  Even  so,  it  hasn’t  happened  yet.  And 
so,  we  began  working  on  the  family.  Jake  went  into  a 
pretty  serious  depression.  Just  the  thought  of  being  urged 
and  prodded  to  attempt  the  futile  was  enough  to  make  him 
want  to  simply  toss  in  the  towel  on  his  new  therapist.  But, 
after  all,  he  still  didn’t  have  the  hormones  for  which  he  had 
entered  therapy  this  time,  so  he  gave  it  a try , maybe  just  to 
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prove  to  me  how  dismally  wrong  one  therapist  really 
could  be. 

We  began  by  using  the  medical  model.  By  that  I 
mean,  talking  about  symptoms  and  treatment  rather  than 
scaring  the  parents  by  calling  and  telling  them  that  she  was 
going  to  be  a man.  Good  grief!  You  do  something  like 
that,  and  you’re  lucky  if  they  don’t  send  some  weird  guys 
after  you  in  the  white  coats  with  the  little  nets. 

After  the  parents  initially  tried  to  ignore  the 
communication,  we  wrote  them  again.  This  time  we  wrote 
that  J.T.  could  understand,  perhaps,  why  they  hadn’t 
responded  to  the  information  that  she’d  sent  them,  even 
though  it  was  so  critically  important  to  herself.  We  also 
wrote  that  most  people  don’t  know  anything  about  this 
subject  and  most  people  are  scared  when  they  think  that 
someone  they  love  might  be  feeling  this  way.  Finally,  we 
closed  with  the  statement  that  it  just  made  sense  if  they 
were  too  scared  and  confused  to  talk  about  it. 

If  the  parents  still  won’t  talk  about  it,  we  write 
them  again.  This  time  we  say,  “Boy!  You  really  are 
scared!  But  if  you  weren’t  quite  this  scared  maybe  some 
of  the  questions  that  you  would  want  to  ask  would  be  ...” 
Then  we  set  up  the  questions  to  give  them  the  information 
that  we  wanted  them  to  have.  Sometimes  this  works  better 
than  actually  having  the  parents  ask  questions  themselves! 

In  all  events,  we  orchestrate  the  whole  thing  in 
such  a way  as  to  give  three  or  four  specific  bits  of 
information.  First,  that  I’m  your  kid  and  I’m  not  going  to 
go  away  and  neither  is  this  crazy  cond  ition  with  which  I’ve 
been  struggling  most  of  my  life.  Second,  I’m  not  going  to 
disappear  and  hide  nor  am  I going  to  act  as  though  this  is 
all  because  I have  done  or  am  doing  something  bad. 
Third,  all  I want  from  you  is  your  love;  exploring  the 
gender  conflict  is  something  that  I have  to  do  myself;  so 
give  me  some  space,  not  too  much,  just  some.  And  fourth, 
I don’t  know  what  the  outcome  of  all  this  is  going  to  be 
(even  if  the  client  thinks  s/he  is  dead  certain!)  and  that’s 
why  I’m  in  treatment. 

Well,  this  sounds  simple  enough  on  paper  like 
this,  doesn’t  it?  Believe  me,  it  isn’t.  Every  parent  is  a 
creative  writer  and  each  one  of  them  writes  their  own 
script  a little  differently.  Sometimes  we  tell  almost  the 
whole  story  in  that  “maybe  here’s  what  you  would  like  to 
say...”  scenario.  But  Jake’s  parents  didn’t  take  that  track. 
The  whole  family  took  a bit  of  a different  direction,  and 
they  all  got  into  the  act. 

Now  his  family  is  one  who  honors  the  great  God 
“Secrecy”.  Nobody  lets  anyone  else  know  what’s  really 
going  on  and  everyone  gets  into  the  game  of  trying  to 
guess  what  is  going  on  with  everyone  else.  Sound 
familiar?  There’s  more  of  this  around  than  you  might 
expect.  Soon,  Jake  started  getting  messages  that  said, 
“I’m  just  writing  to  tell  you  how  your  father  feels,  since  he 
will  never  write  to  tell  you  himself  and  if  you  go  through 


with  this,  as  far  as  he’s  concerned,  you’re  dead!”  Pretty 
heavy  stuff,  huh?  It  hit  Jake  hard,  too.  Of  course,  it  was 
meant  to  do  just  that.  Thisiscalled  “cure  by  intimidation”. 
Wonder  why  no  one  has  ever  tried  that  with  cancer? 

Then  it  was,  “Don’t  you  dare  ever  mention  this 
around  your  mother.  You’ll  kill  her!”  Then,  “You’ll  never 
see  your  only  niece.”  And  then,  “We’re  all  going  to  be 
together  for  Christmas.  Unless  you  can  come  home  in  a 
sane,  sensible  way,  don’t  come  at  all.” 

Later,  “How  we’ll  miss  you  at  your  sister’s  wed- 
ding, but  we  can’t  let  the  new  in-laws  see  ‘this’”. 

Finally,  with  persistence  and  determination  and 
just  never  backing  down  and  never  letting  the  subject  rest, 
it  began  to  be,  “Well,  you  know  that  I have  always  been 
the  liberal-minded  member  of  the  family,  but  the  rest  of 
them...” 

And,  “Let  your  sister  and  I fly  out  there  for  the 
holidays.  You  have  always  hated  the  winters  back  here. 

And  then,  the  black  sheep  phrase,  “Did  I ever  tell 
you  about  your  great  Aunt  Lulu’s  second  daughter’s  child 
by  the  third  husband?  Well...” 

And  the  oldie-but-goodie,  “Your  father  has  a 
cousin  who  was  gay...” 

And  once  more,  “Yes,  it  has  been  a long  time,  but 
why  don’t  you  let  your  father  and  I fly  out  there...” 

Until,  at  last,  we  got  to  the  last  bastion,  “But  what 
will  the  rest  of  the  family  (the  neighborhood,  the  business 
associates,  etc.,  [fill  in  the  blanks])  think?” 

Jake’s  family  didn’t  miss  a single  melody.  They 
would  dance  in  close  to  resolution,  then  they’d  make  a 
pirouette,  as  pretty  and  quick  as  you  please!  Time  after 
time,  he  came  into  therapy,  letter  in  hand,  or  notes  from  a 
phone  call,  happy  as  a kid  out  of  school  about  a new  turn 
of  events.  I’d  remind  him,  gently  as  I could,  that  it  could 
all  turn  around.  Again.  And  it  did,  time  and  again. 

One  day,  in  the  midst  of  all  this,  Jake  called.  He 
said,  “I  just  wanted  to  let  you  know  that  I’m  going  to  start 
hormone  therapy.” 

Now  we  had  a serious  conflict  regarding  hormones. 
I have  a rule  that  female-to-males  make  living  arrange- 
ments in  which  they  share  with  two  or  more  genetic  males 
for  a significant  length  of  time  before  I will  O.K.  hormone 
therapy.  There  are  two  extra  non-reversible  results  of 
hormones  with  the  genetic  female,  voice  change  and 
beard  growth.  The  voice  can’t  be  changed  back  to  female 
if  the  exploration  of  the  role  proves  that  is  not  what  needs 
to  happen.  The  beard,  of  course,  can  be  removed  with 
electrolysis  which  is  costly,  time  consuming,  painful,  and 
expensive.  It  is  also  unnecessary ...  if  they  are  sure  before 
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they  start  hormones.  The  life  experience  is  the  only  real 
way  that  I know  of  to  be  sure.  The  housemates  aren’t  to 
have  a clue  about  the  client’s  gender  conflict,  otherwise 
they  won’t  act  the  same  way  that  they  would  act  around  a 
genetic  male  and  the  gender  conflicted  person  isn’t  going 
to  be  getting  a true  picture  of  the  male  role. 

Needless  to  say,  Jake  hadn’t  done  his  life  experi- 
ence and  I was  not  going  to  certify  hormones  until  he  had. 

In  response  to  his  announcement  I replied,  “Thank 
you  for  telling  me.” 

“Will  you  still  see  me  in  therapy?”  he  asked. 

I said,  “Sure.  I think  you’redead  wrong  and  that 
you’ll  be  sorry  for  it.  If  I’m  right  I certainly  want  to  be 
around  to  pick  up  the  pieces  and  help  put  you  back 
together  again.  If  I’m  wrong,  (perish  the  thought!)  I need 
to  know  it.” 

After  all  this,  Jake  never  got  his  hormones  through 
me.  He  did  get  them  and  it  proved  to  be  just  fine.  His 
judgment  was  solid.  I think  one  of  the  reasons  that  he  felt 
the  need  to  push  even  though  he  had  graduated  and  had 
his  diploma,  through  a fluke  that  I won’t  go  into  here,  he 
had  one  semester  still  to  do  as  an  exchange  student  in  a 
part  of  the  world  where  he  was  pretty  anxious  to  live  for  a 
while.  He  was  not  about  to  miss  this  opportunity  and  he 
was  sure  that  being  already  on  the  hormones  before  he 
took  that  step  would  help  tremendously  in  carrying  off  the 
role  in  such  close  quarters...  and  it  did.  After  a few  weeks 
on  hormones,  the  menses  stopped,  making  the  entire 
undertaking  much  easier  and  less  complicated.  His  voice 


began  to  grow  lower  in  pitch  almost  immediately  and 
some  peach  fuzz  was  beginning  to  appear  even  before  he 
flew  out  of  Denver. 

The  semester  out  of  the  country  went  well  for 
him.  He  was  comfortable  in  the  role  and  made  some  good 
male  friends  with  whom  he  did  most  all  of  the  things  that 
late  teenage  boys  do  together,  or  to  be  more  accurate, 
young  men  in  their  early  20’s,  because  that’s  where  he 
was  by  this  time.  Some  of  the  girls  in  his  adopted  country 
found  him  particularly  attractive  and  he  experienced 
having  good-looking  teenage  girls  toss  themselves  at  him. 
First,  he  was  stunned!  Then  he  was  flattered  and  lastly,  he 
was  amused. 

I’d  like  to  tell  you  that  all  went  absolutely  smoothly 
and  Jake  came  home  unscathed.  Actually,  that  is  not  true. 
The  last  week  of  his  stay  some  friends  from  his  American 
University  who  had  not  seen  him  entirely  in  the  male  role, 
on  a tour,  showed  up  in  his  city.  They  had  his  telephone 
number  in  hand.  He  met  them  at  a downtown  hotel  and 
were  they  surprised!  Even  though  the  word  had  got  out, 
even  to  his  hosts,  he  weathered  the  surprise  storm,  dealt 
with  people  having  discovered  and  said,  “Yeah,  that’s 
true.  So?”  And  there  wasn’t  any  “so...” 

Jake’s  another  year  or  two  down  the  line  at  the 
time  of  this  writing.  He  stopped  by  to  visit  with  me  on  his 
way  back  across  the  country  after  one  of  several  visits  with 
his  family.  It  was  on  one  of  these  visits  that  his  dad  picked 
up  his  little  grand-daughter  and  said,  “Look  over  there  at 
your  Uncle  Jake  and  smile.” 
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(Eve’s  portrait  graces  the  cover  of  this  issue  of  the  Tapestry.  She  is  a member  of  IFGE’s  Board  of 
Directors,  Chairman  of  the  Educational  Resources  Committee,  and  Coordinator  of  the  International 
Speakers  Bureau.  She  is  a member  of  Chi  Chapter  of  Tri-Ess,  a member  of  the  Outreach  Institute  Board 
of  Directors,  and  a noted  public  speaker.  Eve’s  contribution  to  the  growth  of  our  community  and  to  public 
education  has  been  outstanding.  She  is  also  one  of  the  most  interesting  people  I have  had  the  honor  and 
the  pleasure  to  meet  — ED!) 


EVE 


I am  Eve. 

There  is  one  date  in  my  life  that  symbolizes 
my  need  for  existence  more  than  any  other:  January 
24, 1945.  We  were  living  in  the  East  German  city  of 
Marienburg.  Marienburg  was  a beautiful  city,  first 
founded  in  1274  with  a magnificent  castle  that  served 
as  the  seat  of  the  German  Order  which  spread  Chris- 
tianity to  the  eastern  part  of  Germany.  My  father,  an 
officer  in  the  German  Army,  was  fighting  the  Russian 
Army  and  except  for  leave  to  recuperate  from  one  of 
his  13  war  wounds  had  not  been  home  since  Hitler 
declared  war  on  Poland  in  1939.  Influenced  by 
Goebbels’  propaganda  and  my  own  involvement  in 
the  Hitler  Youth,  we  felt  very  secure  living  there. 
What  army  could  ever  defeat  the  German  Reich?  It 
was  therefore  a complete  surprise  to  us  when  we  first 
heard  the  rumble  of  distant  gunfire  and  saw  the 
hoards  of  people  streaming  through  the  streets  of  our 
city.  Our  disbelief  grew  even  more  when  grenades 
began  to  destroy  some  of  the  buildings  near  us,  and 
eventually  took  out  the  eastern  part  of  the  apartment 
building  in  which  we  lived.  I recall  looking  up  in 
amazement  only  to  see  a bathroom  totally  exposed  to 
the  outside. 

In  the  panic  that  followed,  Mother  took  charge 
ordering  all  of  us,  my  brother  14,  sister  7,  and  me  12, 
to  pack  our  most  important  belongings  into  a knap- 
sack and  we  took  to  the  street.  It  was  20°  F.  and  a light 
snow  was  falling. 

Our  flight  westward  away  from  the  oncoming 
Russians  was  slow  to  say  the  least.  This  was  especially  so 
in  that  my  maternal  Grandmother,  who  had  been  staying 
with  us,  found  it  difficult  to  trudge  through  the  snow.  At 
nightfall  we  found  refuge  in  a bam.  The  next  morning 
brought  two  disturbing  discoveries.  Grandmother  had 
died;  we  could  only  assume  of  exhaustion  and  the  bitter 
cold.  The  other  discovery  was  the  result  of  Mother’s 
inquest  regarding  the  content  of  our  individual  knapsacks. 


To  her  utter  surprise  she  discovered  that  I had  packed  a 
blouse  and  a skirt,  symbolic  of  my  favorite  possessions.  I 
recall  that  neither  of  us  could  quite  understand  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  items  of  clothing,  which  obviously  didn’t 
belong  in  a boy’s  world.  To  my  dismay  she  threw  them 
away,  ignoring  my  tearful  expression  and  dismissing  it  as 
a lark. 

Looking  back  now,  having  learned  to  accept 
myself  many,  many  years  later,  I found  it  significant  that, 
in  an  environment  far  from  luxurious  or  peaceful,  the 
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need  to  express  my  femininity  developed  at  the  tender  age 
of  7.  You  see,  that  blouse  and  skirt  were  my  secret 
wardrobe  for  five  years  prior  to  their  discovery  and  loss. 
No  one  forced  me  to  wear  them.  I just  felt  they  were  more 
suited  to  me  than  the  boy’s  things  I got  for  Christmas  and 
other  occasions  to  wear. 

I will  skip  over  the  very  difficult  and  traumatic 
refuge,  including  capture  by  the  Russians,  witnessing 
Mother  raped  numerous  times  by  the  hate-filled  frontline 
enemies,  and  our  eventual  escape  and  life  in  Potsdam 
where  the  Red  Cross  assigned  us  to  an  apartment  left 
vacated  by  a Nazi  and  his  family  who  had  fled  to  the  west. 
Eventually,  we  ended  up  in  a small  town  north  of  Frank- 
furt, were  re-united  with  Dad  - who  had  been  wounded 
again,  on  May  3rd  evacuated  from  East  Prussia  by  ship 
and  taken  POW  by  the  British  near  Denmark. 

Even  though  in  the  years  that  followed,  my 
interest  in  anything  feminine  continued  to  persist,  but  my 
instinct  told  me  that  having  been  bom  a boy,  I’d  better 
pursue  that  role.  All  of  my  energy  went  into  the  develop- 
ment of  my  athletic  ability,  progressing  from  a small  town 
team  to  a professional  first  division  soccer  team  and 
ultimately  the  high  honor  of  selection  to  the  German 
National  squad. 

During  this  time  my  dressing  up  became  an 
overwhelming  need  and  I would  experiment  with  Mother’s 
clothes  as  often  as  possible.  I remember  the  excitement  of 
taking  walks  at  night  with  a scarf  wrapped  around  my 
head  to  serve  in  lieu  of  the  wigs  that  were  not  then 
available  - and  to  pass  my  very  close  male  friend  only  to 
go  undetected. 

The  normal  progression  of  a typical  life  followed. 
At  19 1 fell  in  love,  married  at  21  and  believed  that  having 
a wife  would  surely  take  care  of  this  abnormal  urge  for 
feminine  clothes. 

Germany  was  still  economically  deprived  in  those 
days  and  the  occasional  Hollywood  movie  portrayed  an 
altogether  unfamiliar  but  appealing  life  of  luxury.  This 
was  particularly  true  for  the  very  beautiful  actresses  and 
the  clothes  and  make-up  they  wore.  I wanted  to  be  a part 
of  this  world.  So,  with  $64.00  in  our  pockets,  my  wife  and 
I arrived  in  New  York  pursuing  the  promise  of  a million- 
aire in  Cleveland  to  provide  us  with  a career. 

Well,  it  didn’t  exactly  turn  out  to  be  the  career 
promised.  My  wife  found  herself  to  be  the  maid  in  a 
beautiful  mansion  in  the  outskirts  of  Cleveland,  while  I 
served  as  the  estates  handyman.  All  this  for  $50.00  per 
week,  a basement  apartment  furnished  with  Salvation 
Army  furniture  and  the  information  that  we  owed  $2,00000 
for  this.  Hardly  Hollywood. 

Having  been  duly  warned  by  our  families  that  we 
would  regret  leaving  Germany,  when  after  6 months 


without  improvement  we  tactfully  inquired  into  the  prom- 
ises of  our  future,  the  relationship  with  our  sponsor  came 
to  a sudden  end.  In  fact,  he  used  his  influence  to  see  to  it 
that  I was  drafted  into  the  U.S.  Army  and  as  luck  would 
have  it,  I ended  up  in  Germany  where  I served  for  a period 
of  18  months. 

The  next  two  significant  events  occurred  while  I 
was  in  the  employ  of  a major  industrial  concern  and  on  a 
one  year  assignment  to  Geneva,  Switzerland. 

I was  still  very  much  an  island  in  terms  of  my 
knowledge  of  what  made  me  want  to  behave  like  a 
woman.  I had  never  read  anything  about  the  subject  nor 
met  anyone  with  whom  I could  discuss  my  wants.  Then 
one  day  I saw  the  headlines  about  Christine  Jorgenson 
and  her  sex-reassignment  in  Denmark.  There  wasn’t  a 
paper  or  magazine  featuring  her  story  that  I did  not  buy. 
At  this  point  we  had  been  married  for  6 years  and  I simply 
could  no  longer  conceal  my  secret  desires  from  my  wife. 
Influenced  by  the  Jorgenson  story,  I blurted  it  all  out  one 
day,  insisting  that  she  see  me  all  decked  out.  The  result 
was  not  what  I had  hoped  for.  Instead  of  acceptance,  this 
event  lead  to  her  expression  of  wanting  a divorce,  a wish 
that  lingered  and  permeated  our  marriage  for  18  addi- 
tional years  until  it  finally  happened. 

Those  18  years  were  difficult  ones.  They  in- 
cluded numerous  assurances  and  attempts  to  rid  myself  of 
this  peculiar  behavior,  visits  to  psychiatrists,  nervous 
reactions  to  guilt  and  the  pressures,  inadequate  sexual 
relations  caused  by  guilt,  and  lack  of  communications, 
and  yet  to  friends  and  society  as  a whole  we  presented  a 
picture  of  a happy  couple,  envied  by  all. 

It  was  in  1962  that  my  lonesome  world  suddenly 
came  to  an  end.  In  a bookstore  in  Pittsburgh,  PA,  I came 
upon  an  issue  of  Sexology  magazine.  The  magazine 
contained  an  article  written  by  Virginia  Prince  reporting 
on  a survey  of  “166  men  in  dresses”.  Contact  was  made, 
new  friends  with  the  same  needs  were  discovered,  books 
were  read  and  a determination  for  the  right  to  “exist” 
became  ever  stronger. 

Looking  back  now,  it  is  sad  that  so  much  pain 
was  endured,  so  much  deceit  practiced  and  so  much  time 
lost  being  the  complete  identity  God  created  in  me.  This 
statement  includes  the  innocent  victim,  my  first  wife,  who 
simply  could  not  cope  with  my  needs. 

Out  of  all  this  came  a happy  ending  - just  like  the 
Hollywood  I envied.  I met  a beautiful  human  being,  a 
woman  who  while  never  having  met  a person  such  as  me, 
fell  in  love  with  me  at  precisely  the  same  instant  I did  with 
her  and  who  has  allowed  me  to  share  her  life  for  the  last 
10  years.  As  she  puts  it,  she  saw  the  person  beneath  that 
pretty  dress;  a person  capable  of  love,  caring,  sharing, 
communicating,  providing  honesty  and  living  the  life  into 
which  she  was  created.  We  are  now  experiencing  the  few 
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years  assigned  to  us  on  earth  in  a happy,  positive  way, 
grateful  for  every  moment  together. 

Eve  is  there  every  day.  On  some  days  she  will  put 
on  her  male  “drag”  and  cheerfully  earn  a comfortable 
living  for  the  “three”  of  us.  She  is  a lucky  girl.  You  see, 
I found  two  wonderful  ingredients  for  a happy  life:  A 
marvelous  partner,  and  peace  of  mind. 


I am  now  able  to  help  others  like  me  to  discover 
a path  toward  their  peace  of  mind,  and,  hopefully,  satis- 
factory relationships  with  their  spouses  and  families. 

I LOVE  LIFE! 

I am  Eve. 


(Edited  from  issues  22&23  of  the  Neutral  Comer  Newsletter,  published  by  Neutral  Comer,  P.  O. 
Box  12581,  San  Diego,  CA  92112) 

CROSSDRESSING  AND  THE  MILITARY 

By:  Yvonne 


I noticed  that  many  of  us  have  some  military 
connection.  We  are  either  employed  by  military  contrac- 
tors or  still  serve  in  some  capacity.  In  the  former  case,  I 
believe  the  stress  of  being  discovered  is  not  as  great,  for 
there  have  been  laws  passed  recently  which  prohibit 


discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  preference.  Though 
primarily  prepared  to  protect  the  rights  of  gays  and  lesbi- 
ans, they  can  apply  to  us. 

I do  believe  that  being  a crossdresser  in  the 
military  has  been,  and  in  the  immediate  future  will  be, 
hazardous.  The  underlying  rational  behind  our  fear  of 
being  discovered  hinges  directly  on  self-esteem  and  op- 
pression. We  have  come  to  know  that,  purely  on  the  issue 


of  crossdressing,  we  do  not  pose  a harmful  threat  physi- 
cally or  emotionally  to  anyone.  We  have  successful 
careers  which  support  households  and  wish  to  continue  to 
earn  a living.  Therefore  it  is  the  always  present  threat  of 
being  ostracized,  i.e.  being  labeled  abnormal  and  fired 
from  life-supporting  jobs,  which  causes  us  to  remain  “in 
the  closet”  and  to  always  watch  our  mannerisms  and 
habits  of  personal  dress.  I realize  this  is  rather  a serious 
treatment,  but  please  be  tolerant.) 

As  always,  it  is  others’  preconceived  image  which 
is  most  damaging.  However,  it  is  we  who  suffer  from  their 
actions. 

Just  what  is  it  that  the  military  fears?  In  my 
estimation,  it  is  contamination,  association,  breakdown  in 
discipline  and  national  security. 

Fear  of  contamination  - We  all  harbor  doubts  as 
to  certain  aspects  of  our  personality.  This  is  a natural  result 
of  the  human  need  for  acceptance  by  others.  As  a group, 
military  men  (the  prevailing  gender  for  upper  manage- 
ment) will  not  openly  express  any  weakness  in  the  forum 
of  their  military  positions.  The  result  is  the  appearance  of 
steadfast  leadership.  To  the  military  mind,  the  clear 
expression  of  a personality  fault  (femininity)  seems  to 
confirm  weakness  to  our  subordinates  leading  to  a break- 
down in  discipline  (see  below).  At  its  most  serious,  this 
weakness  is  exploited  by  our  enemy  as  a tool  for  security 
breeches  (see  below) . Therefore,  the  weakness  cannot  be 
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tolerated.  What  is  most  disorienting,  is  when  your  close 
buddy,  who  has  been  a fine  friend  and  a good  leader,  is 
discovered  with  a “personality  disorder.”  The  doubt 
creeps  in.  You  start  to  wonder  “Can  it  happen  to  me?” 
(This  fear  is  not  associated  with  military  women,  who  are 
encouraged  to  develop  the  “masculine  leadership  traits” 
as  an  aid  to  career  development.) 

Fear  of  association  - The  old  axiom  “You  are 
known  by  the  company  you  keep”  prohibits  any  fraternity 
of  the  military  man  (steadfast,  dependable)  with  the 
sometimes  feminine  man  (weak,  questionable).  It  cannot 
be  tolerated. 

Breakdown  of  discipline  - How  can  we  expect 
reasonable  military  men  (steadfast,  dependable)  to  follow 
the  sometimes  feminine  man  (weak,  questionable)? 

National  security  - Remember  the  “Old  Honey 
Pot”  routine  used  in  the  spy  business.  The  idea  was  to 
place  the  subject  in  a compromising  position  to  exploit  the 
threat  of  disclosure  and  skim  some  easy  information.  The 
threat  is  used  to  maintain  the  connection  and  continue 
access.  Since  crossdressing  is  not  tolerated  by  the  em- 
ployer (the  military)  or  the  society,  the  sometimes  femi- 
nine man  (weak,  questionable)  is  not  to  be  trusted  with 
items  concerning  national  security. 

I have  outlined  what  I felt  were  the  major  fears  the 
military  establishment  has  concerning  our  particular  be- 
havior. These  fears  were:  contamination,  association, 
breakdown  of  discipline,  and  national  security.  These 


lent,  aggressive,  intense,  domineering,  etc.  Men  have  the 
ability  to  be  passive,  gentle,  emotional,  romantic,  etc. 
(This  behavior  seems  to  be  clear  only  in  the  homosapien; 
the  only,  as  we  see  it,  thinking,  rational  being.) 

We  all  have  these  repressed  personality  traits. 
There  is,  in  the  man,  a continuing  struggle  to  remain  in 
control.  He  fears  possible  external  influence  on  his 
behavior  to  be  feminine  as  a direct  threat  to  survival  in 
roles  defined  by  society. 

In  the  (mostly)  male  dominated  structure  of  the 
military  there  is  a continuing  struggle  against  showing 
weakness  (feminine).  There  is  also  the  very  real  compe- 
tition of  one  male  against  the  other  (biological?) ; superior- 
ity as  a career  survival  pattern.  To  show  any  signs  of 
femininity  labels  one  as  not  conforming  to  rules  under- 
stood by  everyone  who  plays  the  game.  An  aberration  of 
this  type  is  life  threatening  because,  if  the  rules  change, 
then  the  game  is  different.  This  is  not  a secure  place  to  be. 

We  all  understand  our  fear  of  exposing  a side  of 
ourselves  we  do  not  wish  others  to  see.  In  the  military, 
accepting  the  crossdresser  as  a viable  member  of  the 
structure  is  tantamount  to  inviting  others  to  express  similar 
behavior.  The  behavior  is  labeled  approved.  This  would 
change  the  rules  as  well  as  the  game.  It  is  better  not  to  have 
such  an  influence  present.  To  do  so  would  cast  doubt  on 
the  rules  of  behavior  which  every  man  has  covertly  agreed 
to. 

For  the  duration  of  my  military  association,  I’ve 


fears  may  also  apply  to  homosexual 
behavior.  To  the  military, 
crossdressing  and  homosexuality  are 
equivalent  deviances,  and  to  some, 
crossdressing  is  homosexual  behav- 
ior. I would  like  to  counter  these 
charges. 

Fear  of  contamination/as- 
sociation — Studies  show  that  both 
sexes  have  within  them  the  possibil- 
ity of  developing  personality  traits 
which  our  society  labels  male  and 
female.  Through  a loose  system  of 
behavior  reinforcement,  male  traits 
develop  in  the  boys,  female  traits  in 
the  girls.  No  matter  how  our  per- 
sonalities develop,  the  basics  of  ei- 
ther sex  behavior  remain.  They  are 
just  repressed  as  we  grow  into  the 
roles  the  structure  of  the  society  has 
conditioned  for  us.  There  are  obvi- 
ous biological  influences  which 
cannot  allow  one  sex  to  know  ex- 
actly what  the  other  sex  feels  like 
under  certain  conditions.  However, 
women  have  the  ability  to  be  vio- 


I TAW  IT  yOURE  NOT  MARCHIWS  WITH  US  — EH  GLUTEUS  t 


(Cartoon:  Nancy  Wilson,  Neutral  Comer) 
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never  had  an  overwhelming  compulsion  to  recruit  others 
to  crossdressing.  I have  not  known  anyone  who  has.  Nor 
have  1 ever  tried  to  convince  my  fellow  men  to  release 
emotions  which  may  be  foreign  to  them.  I have  had  many 
close  and  personal  bunkmates  and  none  of  them  have 
ever  changed  their  masculine  behavior  because  of  me. 
My  compulsion  (if  you  will)  is  not  contagious,  life  threat- 
ening, influential  or  motivational.  Yet  I manage  to  be  a 
viable,  contributing  member. 

Breakdown  of  discipline  — A law/rule  is  only  as 
good  as  the  people’s  desire  to  accept  it.  In  much  the  same 
manner,  a leader  is  only  as  good  as  the  follower’s  desire 
to  accept  the  leader.  No  matter  how  inspirational  a person 
may  be  to  some,  to  others  that  person  may  be  just  a lot  of 
hot  air.  Our  civilized  society  believes  that  one  earns 
acceptance  as  a leader  through  respect.  We  all  feel  we 
have  a choice  in  who  shall  lead  us.  Success  as  a leader 
does  not  directly  correspond  with  the  ability  to  lead. 

The  crossdresser’s  behavior  is  not  by  definition 
accepted.  There  is  a loss  of  respect  in  his  ability  due  to  the 
revelation  of  his  weakness.  Doubt  is  cast  in  the  follower’s 
mind  concerning  the  superior’s  ability  to  evidence  traits  of 
steadfastness,  aggressiveness  and  intensity  of  purpose  (all 
masculine  traits) . This  will  not  allow  the  follower  to  be  led . 
To  show  any  feminine  traits  at  any  time  by  the  male 
superior  will  breed  contemptuous  reaction.  The  male 
superior  is  not  playing  by  the  rules  of  how  to  be  male.  A 
known  crossdresser,  his  capability  to  function  as  a 
leader  questioned,  is  no  longer  a useful  member  in  the 
military  structure.  It  is  better  to  release  him  from 
service  rather  than  take  up  space.  A more  deserving 
or  better  qualified  leader  of  men  can  take  his  place. 

If  somehow  crossdressing  could  become  a 
non-factor  of  determining  leadership  qualities,  like 
cheating  on  one’s  spouse  or  some  other  promiscu- 
ousness, then  the  known  crossdresser  would  be  able 
to  function  like  any  other  person. 

During  my  tenure  in  the  military,  I have  been 
able  to  achieve  many  outstanding  goals  with  my 
people.  I have  successfully  trained  my  personnel  to 
accomplish  their  tasks  to  more  than  acceptable  stan- 
dards. I was  able  to  enlighten  them  to  alternative 
means  of  accomplishing  those  same  tasks.  Together 
we  were  many  times  awarded.  Whenever  I failed  as 
leader,  it  was  due  to  my  inadequate  preparation  for 
the  task  or  something  not  related  to  my  femininity.  I 
am  able  to  function  as  a leader  even  though  I am  a 
crossdresser.  I remain  closeted  and  have  not  allowed 
a chance  for  my  personnel  to  form  contempt  for  my 
compulsion. 

Threat  to  national  security  — This  is  no  doubt 
the  most  seriously  threatening  factor.  To  have  a high 
ranking  military  knowledgeable  crossdresser  in  the 
hands  of  any  of  our  country’s  detractors,  internal  or 


external,  could  lead  to  serious  compromise.  The  capacity 
for  continuing  blackmail  in  this  situation  is  unthinkable. 
As  with  any  hostage  situation,  add  the  threat  of  physical 

and  psychological  harm  to  the  individual  and I feel 

I am  loyal  to  my  country.  However,  placed  in  this  type  of 
situation,  I cannot  rule  out  the  possibility  that  I might 
cooperate  rather  than  die.  But  why? 

I will  be  exposed  anyway.  When,  not  if,  exposed 
I will  lose  friends,  job,  home  and  some  of  my  family.  By 
cooperating  I would  only  delay  the  inevitable  but  it  would 
delay  it.  I might  be  able  to  continue  with  most  of  the  rest 
of  my  life  as  if  nothing  happened.  Eventually  my  exile  will 
come. 

If  the  society  were  tolerant  of  the  crossdresser, 
there  would  not  be  any  fear  of  exposure.  Others  would 
have  already  known.  Fear  of  crossdressing  would  not 
exist.  The  greatest  burden  would  not  exist.  I would  not  be 
considered  a possible  target;  there  would  have  been 
nothing  to  exploit. 


BREAST  FORMS 

Sexy,  soft,  bouncy  & affordable.  They  have  a fleshy  color 
and  nipple,  and  are  custom  made  with  the  crossdresser  in 
mind. 

SIZES  AND  PRICES:  34-36B  $97.  36-38C  tl  17, 
38-40D  $137 

We  give  full  refund  for  forms  returned  within  10  days  of 
receipt  if  not  satisfied.  Best  of  all,  we  provide  remolding 
service  in  the  event  you  damage  your  forms  and  should 
you  change  your  mind  on  the  size  later,  we  will  remold  the 
forms  to  give  you  the  exact  size  you  desire.  A nominal  fee 
is  charged  for  this  service.  Please  inquire. 

Allow  3-5  weeks  for  delivery,  U.S.  mail,  1st  Class  with 
return  receipt.  Personal  checks  accepted. 

Send  your  order  to: 

H.  MERZ,  P.0.  BOX  1155  BR.  OFF.,  ROME,  NY  13440 
* Intended  for  bra  insert  only. 
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(Edited  from  Vol  19  No  1 of  the  Beaumont  Bulletin,  published  by  the  Beaumont  Society,  Box 
3084,  London  WC1N-3XX,  ENGLAND) 

A BUDDHISTS’S  VIEW  OF  TRANSVESTISM 

By:  Kit 


I was  at  the  ‘Pearl’s  Parlour’  meeting  just  before 
Christmas,  and  we  were  talking  about  the  general  issue  of 
religion  and  transvestism,  and  how  a religiously  inclined 
transvestite  might  cope  with  the  different  demands  of 
these  two  emotionally  charged  areas.  I commented  on  the 
fact  that  I am  a Buddhist,  and  have  found  this  a great  help. 

Pearl  asked  why  didn’t  I write  an  article  on  the 
subject  and  so  here  it  is. 

My  first  thought  was  to  consult  the  most  authori- 
tative sources,  from  the  word  of  the  Buddha  onwards,  and 
come  up  with  THE  Buddhist  view.  I soon  saw  that  that 
approach  would  be  inappropriate.  The  Buddha  taught 
mainly  to  wandering  monks  who  had  given  up  all  material 
possessions,  and  who  lived  a very  pure  life,  spending 
nearly  all  their  time  meditating  or  studying.  Their  only 
possessions  were  robes  and  a begging  bowl.  No  dresses. 
They  were  also  celibate. 

There  is  an  interesting,  if  brief,  episode  in  a 
collection  of  Buddhist  stories  known  as  Vimalakirti  Nird- 
esa  Sutra:  - 

Thereat,  she  (a  goddess),  used  her  supernatural 
powers  to  change  Sariputra  into  a heavenly  goddess  and 
herself  into  a man  similar  to  Sariputra,  and  asked  him, 
“Why  do  not  you  change  your  female  form?” 

Sariputra  replied,  “I  do  not  know  why  I have 
turned  into  a goddess.” 

The  goddess  said,  “Sariputra,  if  you  can  change 
your  female  body,  all  women  should  also  be  able  to  turn 
into  men.  Like  Sariputra  who  is  not  a woman  but  appears 
in  female  bodily  form,  all  women  are  the  same  and  though 
they  appear  in  female  form,  they  are  fundamentally  not 
women.  Hence  the  Buddha  said,  ‘all  things  are  neither 
male  nor  female’.” 

Thereat,  the  goddess  again  used  her  supernatu- 
ral powers  to  change  Sariputra  back  to  his  (original)  male 
body,  and  asked,  “Where  is  your  female  body  now?” 

Sariputra  replied,  “The  form  of  a woman  neither 


exists  nor  is  non-existent.” 

The  goddess  then  declared,  “Likewise,  all  things 
are  fundamentally  neither  existing  nor  non-existent,  and 
that  which  neither  exists  nor  is  non-existent  is  proclaimed 
by  the  Buddha.” 

This  excerpt  is  from  a sutra  (literally  meaning 
thread,  or  connected  discourse)  which  is  part  of  the 
Mahayana  Buddhist  tradition.  It  makes  the  point  that 
above  a certain  level  of  spiritual  development  it  becomes 
irrelevant  whether  you  are  male  or  female,  therefore  you 
would  no  longer  be  a transvestite,  you  would  be  an 
enlightened  being. 

We,  however,  are  not  enlightened.  So  it  would 
make  more  sense  to  answer  the  question  at  the  level  of 
‘ordinary  folk’.  An  answer  drawn  from  traditional  Bud- 
dhist doctrine  would  also  tend  to  be  dry  and  dull.  I am  a 
Buddhist,  and  a TV,  so  I will  provide  most  of  the  answer 
from  my  own  experience.  This  is  not  THE  Buddhist  view, 
but  A Buddhist’s  view. 

It  would  help  if  a few  terms  were  defined.  Bud- 
dhism has  a very  different  view  of  the  world  from  Christi- 
anity, as  has  been  demonstrated  by  the  above  excerpt.  No 
Buddhist  answer  will  be  fully  comprehensible  without  an 
understanding  of  the  philosophical  context. 

The  Buddha  was  a human  being,  not  a god  in 
human  form.  He  gained  enlightenment  by  his  own  efforts. 
Enlightenment  is  not  something  ordinary  which  we  can 
understand  by  a process  of  thought,  it  is  a stupendous 
achievement.  We  are  told  that  when  it  happened  the 
whole  earth  shook  and  every  being  on  earth  at  the  time 
was  in  some  way  affected . Buddhism  sees  people  as  being 
capable  of  positive  change.  Anyone  can  become  enlight- 
ened provided  they  take  full  responsibility  for  everything 
they  think,  say  or  do,  and  are  prepared  to  put  in  a great 
deal  of  effort.  In  fact,  on  an  ‘ordinary  folk’  level,  anybody 
can  become  happier,  more  completely  human,  by  consis- 
tently practicing  a few  simple  techniques  which  were 
taught  by  the  Buddha. 

We  have  all  experienced  days  when  we  are  in  a 
black  mood,  and  the  world  seems  dark,  gloomy  and 
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miserable.  But  we  have  all  also  experienced  days  when 
our  mood  is  light,  joyful,  and  the  world  seems  bright, 
beautiful,  full  of  endless  possibilities.  One  of  the  deepest 
insights  of  Buddhism  is  based  on  this  experience  of 
changeability.  Our  common  sense  view  is  that  there  must 
be  something  fixed,  something  that  remains  ‘me’  behind 
these  fluctuations  of  mood,  but  the  Buddha’s  insight  was 
that  there  is  no  such  permanent  entity,  all  things  change, 
all  the  time.  The  deepest  meaning  of  this  insight  is  not  a 
gloomy  one,  but  the  fact  that  it  makes  POSITIVE  change 
possible.  You  don’t  HAVE  to  change  for  the  worst  when 
you  have  the  choice  of  changing  for  the  better,  and  the 
methods  to  use  to  ensure  that  positive  change  are  avail- 
able to  you. 

The  two  principle  methods  used  in  Buddhism  to 
help  bring  about  that  positive  change  are  a practical 
ethical  system  and  meditation. 

It  was  eight  years  ago  that  I first  started  to  leam  to 
meditate  (I  am  still  learning).  It  was  at  about  the  same  time 
that  I also  had  decided  to  do  something  about  my  trans- 
vestite tendencies,  so  I had  been  going  alone  to  the  newly 
formed  London  Friend  TV/TS  Group.  I attended  medita- 
tion classes  at  the  old  centre  of  the  Friends  of  the  Western 
Buddhist  Order. 

At  the  time  I saw  the  two  areas  of  my  life  as  quite 
separate.  Meditation  was  to  help  my  health,  but  to  ‘sort 
out  my  sexuality’  I was  going  to  the  TV/TS  group.  At  the 
meditation  classes  there  was  an  opportunity  to  leam  about 
Buddhism,  and  to  establish  friendships,  but  at  the  time  I 
was  only  interested  in  the  meditation.  The  two  techniques 
they  taught  were  quite  simple  in  structure,  and  I quickly 
picked  them  up. 

Then  I heard  that  they  were  organizing  a week- 
end retreat  for  newcomers.  An  ideal  opportunity  to  master 
the  practices  I thought,  Nirvana  here  I come.  I booked  a 
place  and  went  along.  But  it  wasn’t  so  easy,  I had  trouble 
with  my  sitting  posture,  and  my  concentration  was  ter- 
rible! I didn’t  seem  any  closer  to  Nirvana  than  before. 
Was  this  all  a waste  of  time?  The  weekend  came  to  an  end, 
and  I travelled  home,  feeling  quite  happy  and  full  of 
energy,  but  also  feeling  I’d  missed  something. 

The  first  realization  I had  that  something  had  in 
fact  happened  was  when  I came  out  of  the  tube  near  my 
home  and  realized  that  I was  seeing  with  a clarity  and 
intensity  I had  never  before  experienced.  London  looked 
redecorated,  I walked  past  a flowering  hedge  and  the 
perfume  smelled  heavenly,  I had  this  big  grin  across  my 
face.  I was  still  feeling  so  marvelous  on  Monday  that  I 
didn’t  go  to  work,  nor  on  Tuesday  either,  but  worked  in 
the  garden  instead.  I remember  describing  the  feeling  to 
a friend  by  saying  that  it  was  as  if  I had  been  driving  all 
around  my  life  in  a car  with  a very  mucky  muddy  wind- 
screen, and  suddenly  it  had  been  cleaned  by  a douche  of 
clear  clean  water,  leaving  my  vision  crystal  clear  for  the 


first  time. 

Those  were  the  positive  fruits  of  just  two  days 
spent  in  a conducive  environment,  working  on  the  moment 
now  with  meditation,  and  being  able  to  follow  the  Bud- 
dhist ethical  precepts  to  perhaps  just  a small  extent,  but 
enough  to  make  a dramatic  difference  to  my  perception  of 
the  world. 

But  what  about  our  question?  I have  shown  how 
everything,  ourselves  and  the  world,  are  in  a constant 
process  of  change,  but  given  positive  conditions  and  the 
right  methods,  our  state  of  mind  can  be  changed  to 
become  more  joyful,  more  satisfying,  more  truly  our- 
selves. I have  also  introduced  the  Buddhist  view  that  that 
process  of  positive  change  has  no  end,  we  all  have  the 
potential  of  infinite  growth. 

Where  does  transvestism  fit  into  that?  It  consists 
of  emotional  and  sexual  energy.  Buddhism  sees  sexual 
energy  as  natural  and  healthy.  At  the  most  ordinary  level 
this  energy  can  be  expressed  physically.  At  higher  levels 
it  can  be  used  to  add  fuel  to  the  meditation  practice. 
Emotional  energy  can  be  used  in  the  same  way. 

I wish  it  was  as  simple  as  that  though.  I find  that 
in  practice  my  emotional  and  sexual  energies  fluctuate  a 
great  deal  and  can  sometimes  be  positive,  and  at  other 
times  negative  in  form.  Sometimes  I feel  powerless  in  their 
grip,  at  others  more  in  control. 

Ideally  I should  be  alert  in  the  moment  ‘now’, 
detecting  the  currents  of  these  energies  and  seeing  the  bad 
possible  effects  of  the  negative  feelings  before  allowing 
them  to  take  form.  Utilizing  the  positive  feelings  in  the 
most  useful  way,  to  aid  my  meditation  practice,  to  help  my 
speech  or  my  actions  when  I am  working  and  so  on. 

I do  find  that  my  transvestism  is  a much  smaller 
part  of  my  life  now  though.  My  energies  are  less  likely  to 
go  down  that  habitual  pathway  looking  for  a stimulating, 
diverting  outlet.  My  life  is  more  full  of  satisfying  activities, 
I don’t  look  to  dressing  up  to  give  me  the  emotional 
satisfaction  which  by  its  nature  it  can’t  provide. 

My  experience  is  that  transvestism  is  9/10ths 
fantasy,  l/10th  practice.  If  the  practice  has  become  less, 
what  about  the  fantasies?  Well,  for  a start  I think  I take 
them  less  seriously.  The  worst  possible  course  of  action  I 
have  found  is  to  try  to  put  them  into  practice,  which  is  like 
adding  fuel  to  the  fire.  Trying  to  get  suitable  outfits 
together,  difficulties  with  shopping,  problems  with  cost, 
dissatisfactions  with  appearance,  disappointment,  com- 
promise, it’s  just  endless.  I tried  that  route,  taking  it  to  its 
logical  conclusion  and  eventually  living  full  time  for  three 
years.  It  wasn’t  an  answer  for  me,  it  just  caused  more 
problems,  and  once  the  novelty  had  worn  off  I wasn’t  any 
happier. 
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I find  it  best  if  I can  keep  the  fantasy  at  the  mental 
stage,  and  dissolve  it  by  removing  any  energy  from  it.  I 
start  by  just  being  aware  of  what  is  going  on.  ‘I  am 
experiencing  a fantasy’  I say  to  myself.  The  best  thing  to 
do  then  is  try  to  experience  the  emotions  as  they  are, 
before  they  get  bound  up  in  the  fantasy.  Perhaps  start 
with  self  acceptance.  I say  to  myself,  ‘This  is  a part  of  me, 
as  are  many  other  feelings,  and  I accept  myself  in  the  form 
that  I am,  I am  allowed  to  feel  this,  and  am  perfectly 
justified  in  feeling  it’.  If  I am  feeling  quite  aware  I might 
probe  a bit,  see  what  I am  really  feeling,  and  try  to 
experience  that,  maybe  it  is  a deeper  feeling  of  fear,  or 
loneliness.  I find  almost  any  attempt  to  experience  the 
root  emotion  there  and  then  results  in  a lightening  of 
mood,  and  the  fantasy  evaporates. 

If  the  fantasy  still  dominates  me,  a second  ap- 
proach is  to  just  drop  out  of  the  mind,  by  concentrating  on 
the  sensation  of  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  abdomen  as  the 
breath  moves  in  and  out.  This  can  be  generalized  to 
becoming  aware  of  your  body,  of  all  your  physical  sensa- 
tions, of  any  sounds,  to  the  most  distant  faint  noises,  of 
what  you  are  seeing,  down  to  the  minutest  detail.  Don’t 
“think”  about  it,  be  in  your  body,  and  feel  the  subtle 


movements  of  it.  Keep  that  up  for  at  least  5 or  maybe  10 
minutes.  This  can  be  remarkably  effective  for  all  sorts  of 
mental  agitation.  If  you  have  a digital  watch  with  a bleep, 
you  can  program  it  to  sound  every  hour,  say,  and  if 
possible  do  a routine  of  body  awareness  practice  then.  It’s 
very  healthy  and  very  earthing. 

To  conclude,  a Buddhist  view  of  transvestism  is 
that  it  is  sexual  and  emotional  energy  taking  a habitual 
route  to  express  itself.  That  there  is  nothing  wrong  with 
that,  but  it  can  be  redirected  more  positively,  and  it  is  up 
to  each  individual  to  decide  whether  to  change  it  or  not. 
Buddhism  teaches  simple  methods  by  which  all  our  ener- 
gies, including  those  normally  taking  the  form  of  transves- 
tism, can  be  unified  on  a path  of  positive  growth  and 
development. 
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(Questions  and  comments  for  Dr.  Kirk  may  be  addressed  to:  Sheila  Kirk,  cjo  IFGE,  Box  367, 
Way  land,  MA  01 778.  Your  correspondence  will  be  forwarded  to  her  free  of  charge.) 


HORMONES  SEMINAR 

Presented  by:  Sheila  Kirk,  MD 
Fantasia  Fair,  1988 


I doubt  that  there  is  a single  one  of  us  here  today  who  hasn’t  at  one  time  or  another  taken  a flight 
deep  into  a special  fantasy,  the  fantasy  of  changing  physically  from  male  to  female.  Some  of  us  have  made 
fantasy  into  partial  reality  by  experimenting  a little  with  some  of  the  early  and  preliminary  stages  of  such 
a change.  A very  few  but  distinct  number  of  our  sisters  have  gone  deep  into  that  reality  and  have  become 
physically  women,  complementing  therein  their  spiritual  femininity. 

I speak  to  us  all  in  my  discussion  today 
- to  give  information,  to  give  insight,  to  give 
precaution  and  thought  - for  even  the  smallest 
step  into  this  reality  must  be  taken  with  knowl- 
edge, judgment  and  careful  planning.  Hence, 
what  I say  is  for  us  all,  dabblers  in  fantasy,  and  the 
heavy  steppers  into  reality. 

Let’s  first  speak  about  hormones  and,  in 
specific,  two  that  are  produced  in  the  female 
gonad  - the  ovary!  Firstly,  what  is  a hormone?  It 
is  a complex  chemical  structure  made  in  very 
minute  amounts  in  special  organs  of  the  body 
and  when  secreted  directly  into  the  blood  stream 
and  carried  to  an  end  organ,  has  an  effect  upon 
that  end  organ  to  produce  a specific  result  or 
reaction! 

Keep  this  simple  definition  in  mind  - a 
complex  chemical  in  minute  quantities  having  an 
influence  on  another  organ  or  tissue,  which  re- 
sponds in  a specific  way  - sometimes  minimally  - 
sometimes  maximally.  Considering  special  or- 
gans that  produce  them,  therefore,  thyroid,  pitui- 
tary, adrenal  glands  and  gonads  - we  will  deal 
with  the  last. 


The  ovary  produces  two  hormones, 
estrogen  and  progesterone  as  final  products  of 
very  intricate  chemical  reactions  and  in  the  human  female  body  the  active  hormones  are  called  estradiol  and  progesterone. 
(The  male  hormone  testosterone  is  also  produced  in  the  ovary,  but  conversion  takes  place  so  quickly  that  there  is  no 
masculinizing  effect  unless  a pathologic  condition  exists  or  in  fact  menopause  is  in  effect.)  The  hormone  we  are  most 
concerned  with  is  estrogen  or  estradiol.  (We  really  should  be  concerned  with  both,  and  I’ll  point  out  why  later.)  Look  at  this 
scheme  of  reactions.  The  starting  point  is  cholesterol,  a 27  carbon  structure,  which  through  a series  of  enzymatic  reactions 
pathways  ends  up  as  estradiol,  an  18  carbon  structure,  and  progesterone,  a 19  carbon  structure. 


In  the  female  body,  what  do  they  do?  In  general,  they  maintain  not  only  the  over-all  general  growth  and 
development  of  the  human  female  in  the  monthly  cyclic  process  which  makes  the  female  fertile  on  a regular  basis.  They  are 
responsible  for  the  blood  vessel  integrity  and  the  external  appearance  of  that  same  body  - skin,  hair  texture  and  distribution, 


46 


She  produces  these  two  hormones  from  puberty  to  menopause  - average  13  years  of  age  - to  50  years  of  age  and 
sometimes  beyond  that,  repeatedly,  in  cyclic,  rhythmic  fashion  to  affect  a myriad  of  structures  and  physiologic  systems  over 
the  months  and  years  of  her  reproductive  life  - average  span  of  37  years  - experiencing  a multitude  of  reactions  and  responses 
- maintaining  her  health  and  her  appearance  as  a female. 

What  can  we  expect  therefore  using  those  hormones  for  only  a short  period  of  time  and  beginning  them  much  later 
in  life?  What  will  these  chemicals,  taken  artificially  so  to  speak,  accomplish  for  us  when  used  for  only  a small  bit  of  time  in 
comparison? 

Actually  they  can  accomplish  quite  a lot!  We  can  take  them  by  mouth,  by  injection,  and  by  application  to  the  skin 
and  they  are  available  to  us  in  manufacture  by  various  drug  companies.  They  are  produced  as  synthetics  or  naturally 
occurring  hormones  as  derived  from  various  animals.  Our  purchase  of  them  can  be  through  a carefully  considerate  and 
thinking  physician  or  through  a black  market  source.  I emphasize  the  importance  of  the  first  and  the  abandonment  of  the 
last! 


Let’s  look  at  the  products  that  are  available  to  us: 
Estrogens: 

Estrace  (Estradiol)  oral 
Estrovis  (Quinestrol)  oral 
Ogen  (Estropipate)  oral 

Premarin  (Conjugated  Estrone/17  & Estradiol)  oral 
Tace  (Synthetic  Estrogen)  oral 
Estinyl  (Ethinyl  Estradiol)  oral 
Delestrogen  (Estradiol  Valerate)  intra-muscular 
Depo  Estradiol  (Estradiol  Cypionate)  intra-muscular 
Estra  Durin  (Polyestradiol  Phosphate)  intra-muscular 
Estra  Derm  (Estradiol)  transdermal 

Proqesterones: 


Norlutin  (Norethindrone)  oral 

Norlutate  (Norethindrone  Acetate)  oral 

Provera  (Medroxy  Progesterone)  oral 

Aygestin  (Norethindrone  Acetate)  oral 

Depo  Proveral  (Medroxy  Progesterone  Acetate)  intra-muscular 

What  can  we  expect  to  see  as  results  in  a male  body  with  systems  and  reactions  already  in  place  and  functioning  for 
long  years  before  the  disruption  of  these  systems  by  introduction  of  so-called  foreign  hormones,  i.e.  estrogen  and 
progesterone.  Now  that  isn’t  quite  accurate,  for  the  male  produces  estrogen  in  very  small  quantities,  as  the  female  produces 
testosterone  - but  in  very  small  amounts.  With  efficient  metabolic  processes  and  counteractive  effects  of  the  dominant 
hormone  testosterone,  he  has  virtually  no  effects  from  that  estrogen.  Unless,  of  course,  that  dominant  testosterone  is 
eliminated  somehow  or  certain  metabolic  processes  are  changed  notably,  such  as  in  severe  liver  disease. 

To  begin  with,  there  will  be  changes  in  the  breasts,  increases  in  size,  shape,  and  volume.  Probably  this  is  the  most 
notable  of  changes.  Both  estradiol  and  progesterone  have  effects  upon  the  breasts  - the  estrogen  to  influence  the  glandular 
portion,  the  progesterone  to  influence  the  ductal  system  or  skeleton,  which  holds  the  glandular  tissue  in  place.  Both  hormones 
should  be  used  in  a cyclic  manner  as  indeed  they  are  produced  and  are  functional  in  the  female  body.  Hence,  many 
physicians  will  prescribe  both  hormones  with  instructions  for  their  use  on  a calendar  schedule,  mimicking  the  female 
menstrual  cycle. 

The  skin  will  soften.  Changes  in  hair  distribution  will  take  place  to  a small  extent.  The  beard  will  soften.  There  will 
be  a loss  of  libido  and  partial  or  complete  impotency  will  take  place.  There  will  be  some  redistribution  of  body  fat  stores  but 
do  not  expect  a great  change  in  derriere  and  certainly  not  much  change  in  the  waist  line.  Exercise  will  help  to  firm  and  tighten 
and  reform  muscle  groups  a bit  but  it’s  the  genetic  formula  in  the  female  that  determines  her  habitus  aided  by  her  hormone 
profile.  Hence  hormones  alone  in  you  will  not  bring  you  this  appearance.  You  will  need  surgery.  There  may  be  a change 
in  mood  and  a reversal  in  certain  aggressive  tendencies.  This  last  is  an  emotional  effect,  and  may  not  really  be  due  to 
hormonal  reaction  but  rather  psychic  adjustment  - but  we  truly  don’t  have  means  by  which  to  measure  this  accurately. 
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Will  your  voice  change  because  of  hormone  use?  No!  Do  not  expect  it.  You  will  need  training,  coaching,  and 
practice  to  accomplish  this.  We’ve  spoken  about  body  habitus.  Again,  facial  hair  will  soften,  but  electrolysis  is  needed.  Now 
with  all  these  advantages  and  positives,  what  are  the  disadvantages  or  negatives  or  in  another  way  of  looking  at  it  - what  are 
the  potential  complications  of  hormonal  therapy? 

Keep  in  mind  that  with  each  medicine  or  drug  - each  pharmaceutical  chemical,  whether  it  be  for  your  heart  or 
digestion,  whether  it  be  to  induce  sleep  or  keep  you  awake,  to  treat  an  infection  or  eliminate  pain  - there  are  reactions  or  side 
effects  other  than  what  is  intended  primarily  in  the  mode  of  action  of  the  substance.  With  this  thought,  what  are  the  side  effects 
that  could  be  expected  with  estrogen  and  progesterone  therapy?  We’ll  start  with  estrogen: 


1.  Gall  Bladder  disease 

2.  Thromboembolic  disease 
Thrombotic  disorders 
other  vascular  disease 

3.  Hypertension 

4.  Impaired  Glucose  metabolism 

5.  Severe  Hypercalcemia 

6.  Fluid  retention 

7.  Psychic  disorders 

8.  Jaundice 

9.  Special  risk  patients 

10.  Others 

a)  monilia 

b)  breast  pain 

c)  libido/impotency 

d)  nausea/vomiting 

e)  skin  rashes,  loss  of  scalp  hair 

f)  eye  changes 

g)  headache 


Pulmonary  Embolism 

Thrombophlebitis 

Myocardial  infraction 

Blood  pressure 

Diabetes 

Calculi 

Heart/Renal  disease 
Depression 

Liver  change  hepatocellular 
caremoma 
liver,  renal,  bone 


The  important  adverse  reactions  with  progesterone  are  these: 


1.  Thrombotic  disease 

2.  Skin  disease 


3.  Breast 

4.  Fluid  retention 

5.  Hypertension 

6.  Neuro-optical  disease 

7.  Libido  changes 

8.  Psychic  disorders 

9.  Others: 

GI  upset 

edema 

headache 


Phlebitis 
generalized  rash 
urticarial  reactions 
acne 
pain 

loss  of  globe  curvature 
optic  neuritis 
retinal  thrombosis 

depression 


This  is  quite  a formidable  list  and  at  first  - frightening!  But  it  need  not  be!  Good  evaluative  procedures  when 
undertaken  and  then  evaluated  will  show  that  most  people  are  quite  safe  in  using  these  medications  and  will  continue  to  use 
them  comfortably  as  well  as  effectively.  Hence,  who  are  candidates  for  this  kind  of  therapy  - or  more  specific,  what  must  be 
done  to  ensure  the  continuing  health  of  one  embarking  on  hormonal  treatment. 

To  begin  with,  a complete  medical  evaluation  is  an  essential.  A complete  history  must  be  obtained  about  family 
disorders  as  well  as  past  personal  disease  and  illness.  A complete  review  of  all  past  health  problems  in  reference  to  heart  and 
blood  vessel  disease  is  paramount.  Laboratory  studies  should  include  blood  profile  and  electrocardiogram.  Vector 
electrocardiography  and  treadmill  studies  may  be  needed.  Any  history  of  liver  or  kidney  disease  must  be  detailed  and 
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evaluated  by  appropriate  testing.  Any  problems  with 
metabolic  disease  particularly  with  calcium  and  phospho- 
rus imbalances  must  be  clarified.  The  candidate  for 
estrogens  must  not  be  diabetic  or  a prediabetic  and  must 
not  have  any  hint  of  cholesterol  abnormalities.  (This  isn’t 
to  say  that  these  individuals  can’t  use  hormones,  but  they 
are  at  risk,  and  appropriate  evaluations  must  be  in  effect. ) 
Possible  thyroid  disease  must  be  ruled  out.  Vein  compe- 
tency tests  in  the  legs  and  pelvic  areas  may  be  indicated 
and  any  special  tests  needed  as  indicated  by  history  or 
other  test  results  must  be  completed. 


It  sounds  scary,  doesn’t  it?  Just  to  take  a pill  or  a 
shot,  in  order  to  be  more  female  than  we  are!  But  in  truth 
while  all  this  is  very  important,  most  individuals  can  be 
cleared  to  take  hormones  and  do  it  quite  safely.  The  most 
important  thought  here  is  that  if  a person  is  not  a candidate 
for  this  therapy  because  of  an  underlying  or  even  a silent 
disorder,  now  it  can  be  defined  and  health  and  life  can  be 
preserved,  without  the  hormones  of  course,  but  at  least  a 
good  health  plan  is  then  put  into  motion. 


SPECIAL  FEATURE: 

THE  LAW  - FOUR  ARTICLES 

ARTICLE  #1 


(Edited from  No.  40  oftheNeutral  Comer  Newsletter,  published  by  TheNeutral  Comer,  P.O.  Box 
12581,  San  Diego,  CA  92112.) 


DUM  de  DUM  DUUMM! 
DRAGNET-II 
By: 

Paula  Avery 


This  is  the  city;  San  Diego,  California.  I live  here. 
I wear  a skirt... 

It  was  warm  that  Wednesday  night  and  I decided 
to  take  in  the  show  at  the  now  defunct  SHOW  BIZ 
SUPPER  CLUB,  featuring  the  TURNABOUTS.  Being 
somewhat  nervous  before  venturing  out,  I downed  a 
couple  of  vodka  and  sevens  and  then  I was  on  my  way. 

I arrived  at  the  SHOW  BIZ  just  as  the  first  show 
was  starting.  They  had  two  shows  back  then,  one  at  9:30 
and  another  at  11:00.  I planned  to  stay  just  for  the  first 
show,  but  as  the  night  wore  on  it  was  apparent  that  I was 
planted  there  for  the  rest  of  the  evening... 

With  the  first  two  drinks  at  home  and  the  ones  at 
the  club  lifting  my  spirits  so  to  speak,  by  the  end  of  the 
evening  it  was  apparent  that  this  girl  was  in  no  condition 


to  drive.  But,  as  luck  would  have  it,  the  Devil  said:  “Gots 
to  go  home  now,  Paula.  How  about  driving?”  Since  I 
drove  there  in  the  first  place,  it  seemed  logical  to  me  that 
driving  home  was  the  thing  to  do...  Not  at  80  mph  on  1-8 
though. 

Passing  my  exit  with  the  thought  of,  “Aw,  just 
one  more  exit  and  I can  double  back,”  I did  indeed  make 
that  exit  but  it  seemed  that  I now  had  a traveling  buddy  in 
a big  black  and  white  Dodge  Polaris  following  me  and 
lighting  the  night  with  the  prettiest  red  and  blue  lights! 
“Paula,”  I said,  “you  are  going  to  jail!” 

After  I stopped,  luckily,  off  the  freeway,  the  CHP 
officer  first  shined  his  light  in  my  eyes  and  then  asked  me 
for  my  drivers  license.  I knew  what  was  coming  next  when 
he  asked  me  to  step  out  of  the  car.  Before  I took  the  field 
sobriety  test  I asked  him  if  I could  first  take  off  my  high 
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heels  and  he  said;  “No  problem.”  Didn’t  make  much 
difference  one  way  or  another  and  after  about  5 minutes 
I was  sitting  in  the  back  of  his  cruiser  with  my  hands  firmly 
cuffed  behind  my  back.  Then  it  was  off  to  County  Jail. 

At  no  time  during  the  arrest  was  I subjected  to  anything 
but  the  officers  doing  what  they  were  out  there  to  do  and 
that  was  to  get  drunk  drivers  off  the  road.  There  were  no 
snide  remarks  or  any  harassment  of  any  kind  by  the 
arresting  CHP  officers.  On  to  County  Jail... 

Upon  arriving  at  County,  I wasn’t  segregated  in 
any  way  due  to  how  I was  dressed  as  there  were  a couple 
of  our  “Hooking”  sisters  there  as  well.  I was  brought  in  to 
see  a nurse  to  take  my  blood  sample  and  then  it  was  strip 
search  time. 

By  now,  the  old  adrenal  gland  was  pumping  full 
tilt  and  I was  as  good  as  sober.  A little  late  though,  I would 
think.  I was  escorted  to  an  ante-room  where  I was  told  to 
strip.  I did  this  with  most  haste  as  not  to  linger  there  too 
long  and  again,  surprisingly,  I wasn’t  harassed  in  any  way. 
Most  unusual  I would  think,  but  I guess  I was  lucky  that 
night,  and  the  deputies  were  in  somewhat  of  a good 
mood.  I was  then  handed  some  dungarees  and  a shirt  to 
wear  while  I was  there  and  my  clothes  were  confiscated  to 
be  returned  upon  my  release. 

I was  then  sat  back  down  on  the  bench  and 
awaited  the  booking  procedure. 

After  my  beautiful  picture  was  taken,  I was  then 
afforded  my  courtesy  phone  call  which  I made  to  a 
somewhat  worried  spouse.  It  was  now  about  5:00  a.m. 
but  already  an  extremely  long  day. 

I asked  my  wife  to  bring  me  a change  of  clothing 
as  I wanted  to  make  a different  exit  than  the  entrance  I had 
made.  Then  I waited  to  be  assigned  to  a “tank”. 

Since  I was  wearing  fingernail  polish  at  the  time, 
I was  assigned  upstairs  to  the  4th  floor  to  the  “Gay  Tank” 
for  my  own  protection.  Not  that  any  tank  in  the  county  jail 
is  preferable  to  another  one,  I guess  that  the  gay  tank  is  the 
best  choice. 

After  the  issuance  of  a mattress,  of  which  I really 
wasn’t  about  to  use,  I was  put  into  the  tank.  There  I chose 
to  sit  in  a comer  by  the  bars  and  wait  out  the  rest  of  the 
evening.  I was  sure  at  any  minute  I would  be  released  on 
Mr.  Duffy’s  early  out  program  for  DUI’s,  but  was  wrong. 

All  the  while  I was  upstairs,  my  wife  had  caught  a 
cab  and  had  indeed  brought  me  a second  set  of  clothes. 
But,  upon  arriving  at  the  jail  they  informed  her  that  I was 
already  on  my  way  to  court,  and  the  clothes  weren’t 
needed.  So,  it  was  back  to  El  Cajon  this  time,  where  my 
case  was  being  handled. 


thought  that  I was  being  released,  but  I was  quickly 
informed  that  I was  going  to  court.  I assumed  that  I would 
walk  over  to  the  court  house  but  was  mildly  surprised 
when  I was  loaded  onto  a bus  for  a ride  to  El  Cajon,  again 
segregated  from  the  other  prisoners  for  my  own  protec- 
tion. 

During  the  arraignment,  I noticed  that  my  par- 
ents-in-law were  in  the  audience.  It  seems  that  they  had 
been  trying  to  obtain  my  release  all  day  but  to  no  avail.  I 
tried  to  hide  my  hands  as  best  as  I could,  as  I hadn’t  tried 
to  scratch  the  polish  off  and  they  had  no  idea  about  my 
alter  ego.  They  had  no  luck  in  El  Cajon  and  I guess  they 
followed  me  back  to  the  central  jail  as  I was  to  be  released 
on  my  own  recognizance,  but  I didn’t  know  that  until 
much  later. 

Finally,  after  much  waiting,  I was  released.  I was 
escorted  back  downstairs  where  my  valuables  and  my 
clothing  were  given  back  to  me  and  along  with  another 
“girl”,  changed  into  our  clothes  for  our  release  back  into 
society! 

They  let  us  out  the  back  door  of  the  jail  and  we 
made  our  way  down  to  Broadway  where  my  friend  went 
about  her  business,  and  I caught  a cab  back  to  my  car.  I 
wasn’t  aware  that  my  parents-in-law  were  waiting  for  me 
in  the  front  of  the  jail  for  a ride  home,  but  it  turned  out  to 
be  for  the  better,  that  they  didn’t  see  me.  A girl  who  hasn’t 
shaved  in  awhile  is  not  a pretty  sight!  All  in  all  it  was  a 
VERY  long  day,  and  a very  SOBERING  one  at  that. 


When  they  called  my  name  to  leave  the  tank  I 


50 


ARTICLE  #2 


(Edited from  No.  40  of  the  Neutral  Comer  Newsletter,  published  by  The  Neutral  Comer,  P.O.  Box 
12581,  San  Diego,  CA  92112.) 


YOU  AND  THE  POLICE 

(Applies  to  San  Diego  City  and 
California  State  law  only) 


Our  guest  speaker  at  last  month’s  meeting  was 
Officer  James  Arthur  from  the  San  Diego  Police  Depart- 
ment. Officer  Arthur  has  been  with  the  department  since 
1978.  He  was  a patrol  officer  in  the  field  for  eight  years 
where  there  wasn’t  much  (if  anything)  that  he  didn’t  see. 
From  the  field  he  went  into  community  relations,  where  he 
is  currently  serving  on  the  Police  Gay  Liaison  Commission 
as  a rep  to  the  Gay  Community. 

Officer  Arthur  had  much  to  say  and  fielded  ques- 
tions from  the  group  on  such  topics  as  ‘what  to  do  if  you 
are  stopped  en  femme’,  ‘public  restrooms’,  ‘officer  reac- 
tion’, and  other  such  subjects. 

On  the  question  of  “Can  I be  arrested  for  being 
dressed  en  femme,”  it  depends  on  what  your  are  doing.  It 
is  not  illegal  by  itself  - the  key  word  here  is  deceitful.  If  you 
are  representing  yourself  as  a woman  (i.e.  solicitation  for 
prostitution)  and  genetically  you  are  a man,  that  is  illegal, 
and  if  there  is  a complaint,  you  can  be  arrested. 


and  as  Jim  put  it,  “don’t  put  your  foot  in  your  mouth!” 
Most  officers  are  pro’s  - they  won’t  be  surprised.  The 
younger  officers  will  be  the  ones  taking  a second  look. 
Jim’s  best  advice  is  to  play  it  by  ear.  If  you  are  stopped 
with  a letter  from  your  therapist,  in  general,  it  won’t  make 
any  difference.  Letters  are  more  help  with  a female 
license,  but  a driver’s  license  has  to  have  one’s  legal 
(genetic)  sex  on  it.  Two  licenses  are  illegal. 

If  you  are  arrested  and  taken  to  jail  in  the  city  of 
San  Diego,  it  would  be  short-term  and  you  are  put  in  with 
the  general  population.  If  you  are  arrested  in  the  county, 
you  will  be  made  to  strip  in  front  of  the  general  population, 
but  you  are  put  in  protective  custody. 

To  sum  up,  your  ATTITUDE  will  generally  dic- 
tate your  fate!  You  get  treated  the  way  you  act.  Be  honest 
and  polite,  and  remember  that  police  officers  are  just 
doing  their  job,  and  deserve  to  be  treated  with  courtesy 
and  respect! 


Restrooms  were  a biggie,  needless 
to  say.  It  is  against  the  law  for  a man, 
regardless  of  how  he  is  dressed,  to  use  the 
ladies  restroom  in  a CITY  OWNED  facility. 
In  a PUBLIC  restroom  (such  as  a restaurant) , 
there  is  nothing  illegal.  The  only  time  there 
is  a problem  is  if  a genetic  female  makes  a 
complaint  directly  to  the  police,  or  to  the 
management  and  they  follow  through,  con- 
tacting the  authorities.  The  charge  would 
most  likely  be  disturbing  the  peace  (a  misde- 
meanor), unless  lewd  conduct  was  involved. 
If  the  complaint  is  lodged  with  the  manager 
and  he  chooses  to  do  nothing,  the  charge  is 
dropped.  If  you  are  ticketed  and  it  is  a first 
offense,  you  must  appear  in  court.  Take  the 
ticket  quietly,  and  in  court  the  judge  will  ask 
what  your  were  doing,  etc. 


If  you  are  stopped  on  a traffic  offense, 
ACT  NORMALLY!!  Be  polite,  don’t  be  evasive 
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ARTICLE  #3 


“BUSTED” 

or 

“40  looks  good  in  a blouse, 
but  not  on  your  speedometer 
in  a school  zone!” 

By:  Catherine  Lynn  Andrews 


We  all  know  that  we  are  the  safest  driver’s  in  the 
world!  We  drive  the  safest  cars  on  the  road  (all  the  lights 
work,  the  engine  is  in  perfect  tune,  and  the  registration  is 
current).  All  this  because  we  wish  to  avoid  any  chance  of 
an  encounter  with  a police  person. 

So,  what  if  you  should  find  yourself  being  fol- 
lowed by  a set  of  flashing  red  (or  blue)  lights?  What  do 
you  do?  Yes,  having  a heart  attack  would  solve  the 
problem,  but  don’t  count  on  it  happening.  Yes,  but  you 
will  have  to  go  back  home  and  change.  NO!  Running  for 
home  is  called  “Fleeing”  which  may  be  a felony  in  your 
state!  Remember,  wearing  a dress  is  NOT  A CRIME  and 
the  worst  you  have  done  is  violate  some  traffic  regulation 
(unless  you  are  drunk  in  which  case  you  deserve  to  be  shot 
for  stupidity!) 

By  paying  close  attention  to  the  following  set  of 
rules,  you  will  most  probably  survive  to  do  your  laundry: 

RULE  NUMBER  ONE:  Stay  in  your  car!  Roll 
down  your  window  and  wait.  The  police  person  may  be 
delayed  for  a moment  as  most  departments  routinely 
check  to  see  if  the  car  you  are  driving  is  stolen  or  wanted 
in  connection  with  a crime.  It  will  not  help  your  nerves  to 
be  impatient. 

RULE  NUMBER  TWO:  Know  exactly  where 
your  driver’s  license  and  registration  are  but  do  not  offer 
them  unless  asked  to  do  so.  Quite  often  a police  person 
will  stop  a car  to  advise  the  driver  of  some  malfunctioning 
equipment  item  such  as  a tail  light.  In  that  event,  a polite 
smile  and  nod  of  acknowledgement  will  end  the  situation. 

RULE  NUMBER  THREE:  If  you  have  commit- 
ted some  infraction  of  the  traffic  laws,  you  will  be  advised 
of  the  exact  nature  of  your  violation  by  the  police  person 
who  will  then  ask  you  for  your  driver’s  license  and 
registration.  Do  not  hesitate...  give  “his”  license  to  the 
officer.  The  police  person  will  then  compare  you  to  the 
photo  on  the  license.  Resolve  any  question  as  to  minor 
difference  in  the  license  photo  and  your  current  appear- 


(Catherine  Lynn  Andrews) 

ance  by  stating,  “Yes  Officer,  that’s  me.”  OFFER  NO  EX- 
PLANATION FOR  YOUR  ATTIRE! 

RULE  NUMBER  FOUR:  Be  polite,  courteous, 
and  cooperative.  Admit  to  any  violation  for  which  you 
feel  you  are  guilty  and  post  bond  on  the  spot  if  possible. 
Many  places  accept  major  credit  cards  or  your  driver’s  li- 
cense which  is  returned  after  you  mail  in  the  fine. 
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Let’s  say  you  must  appear  in  court  at  a later  date. 
You  should  appear  in  a neat  business  suit  with  legal 
representation  if  so  desired.  If  it  is  just  you  and  the  court: 
appear,  plead  guilty  or  no  contest,  pay  the  fine,  and  go 
home.  If  you  should  have  run  into  some  brain-dead  red- 
neck jerk  (a  very  rare  occurrence)  who  made  a notation  on 
the  court  copy  of  your  ticket,  the  judge  will  remove  it 
before  it  goes  to  file  so  be  not  concerned. 

Say  the  worst  has  happened.  You  must  appear 
in  court  as  a defendant  in  a traffic  case  where  another 
party  is  involved.  Not  a problem.  Bring  your  attorney 
after  having  explained  ALL  of  the  details  of  the  accident. 
Since  the  Plaintiff  (person  who  was  allegedly  wronged) 
gets  to  go  first,  your  attorney  will  be  there  to  keep  the 
record  straight.  Testimony  may  sound  something  like  this: 

Plaintiff  Attorney:  (to  Plaintiff  on  the  witness 
stand)  Please  give  the  court  your  full  name  and  address. 

Plaintiff:  Bill  Jones,  1234  Smith  Street,  City  and 

State. 


Plaintiff:  That  fella  sitting  over  there  (indicates 
you)  only  he  was  wearing  a 

Your  attorney:  Objection!  What  my  client  was 
wearing  is  irrelevant  to  the  case  before  the  Court. 

Judge:  Sustained.  Please  limit  your  testimony  to 
the  facts  of  the  case  now  before  the  Court. 

Note:  You  have  nothing  to  fear  from  a guy 
wearing  a full-length  black  dress! 

One  last  thought:  you  are  required  by  law  to  give 
your  name,  address,  date  of  birth,  and  social  security 
number.  Some  jurisdictions  may  ask  for  your  occupation 
or  place  of  employment  or  both.  Do  not  argue  the  point 
that  you  are  not  required  to  supply  this  information... 
become  instantly  self-employed  and  say  you  are  in  the 
“whatever”  business.  And  for  the  love  of  thel.F.G.E.,  DO 
NOT  SAY,  “I’m  in  ladies  underwear!” 


Plaintiff  Attorney:  The  accident,  etc.  etc.  etc., 
who  was  driving  the  other  car? 


ARTICLE  #4 


(Edited  from  the  6)87  edition  of  the  ‘Alpha  Omega  Outreach’,  published  by  Alpha  Omega,  P.O. 
Box  954,  Elyria,  OH  44036-0954.) 


YOU  AND  THE  LAW 
By:  Tanya 


What  I am  about  to  speak  of  applies  to  Ohio  State 
law  only. 

Please  remember  that,  under  Ohio  law,  munici- 
pal corporations  are  permitted  to  enact  their  own  laws  in 
those  areas  which  the  state  has  not  chosen  to  legislate.  As 
Ohio  does  not  have  a law  against  crossdressing  (“imper- 
sonation”), a village  or  city  council  could  make  a law 
against  it.  PLEASE  check  the  local  ordinances  of  the 
localities  where  you  go  public. 

If  you  have  FULL  confidence  of  your  ability  to 
pass  in  public,  you  should  have  no  problems.  If,  perchance, 
you  do  get  made  by  someone  the  only  law  which  would 
be  remotely  applicable  would  be  Disorderly  Conduct. 
“No  person  shall  recklessly  cause  inconvenience,  annoy- 


ance, or  alarm  to  another  by  creating  a condition  which  is 
physically  offensive  to  persons  or  which  presents  a risk  of 
physical  harm  to  persons  or  property,  by  any  act  which 
serves  no  lawful  and  reasonable  purpose  of  the  offender.  ” 

Now,  questions  can  be  raised  as  to  whether 
walking  around  dressed  would  be  a violation  of  this 
section.  Personally,  I doubt  if  any  Prosecutor  would  touch 
it  with  a ten-foot-pole.  Instant  dismissal.  But,  let’s  say  that 
you  run  into  an  overzealous  cop  or  one  who  is  being 
badgered  unmercifully  by  a complainant  who  wants  him 
to  “do  something  about  that  pervert!”  As  Disorderly 
Conduct  is  a minor  misdemeanor,  he  must  issue  you  a 
ticket  and  send  you  on  your  way  unless,  of  course,  he 
wants  to  be  hard-nosed  about  it.  Then  he  can  “haul  you 
in”  under  the  paragraph  of  the  Disorderly  Conduct  sec- 
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tion  which  makes  a violation  a 4th  degree  misdemeanor 
because  you  failed  to  “cease  and  desist”  your  disorderly 
conduct  when  ordered  to.  In  other  words,  unless  you 
changed  your  clothes  upon  his  order,  you’re  his.  Of 
course,  we  all  carry  a change  of  men’s  clothes  in  our 
purses!  Again,  would  this  stand  up  in  court?  No!  Could 
we  sue  for  false  arrest?  Yes,  if  the  officer  arrested  you  with 
malice;  no,  if  he  arrested  you  through  stupidity.  False 
arrest  requires  malice. 

However,  whether  or  not  the  charge  stood  up  in 
court  is  of  little  import.  Most  all  of  us  can  afford  a small 
($100.00  maximum)  fine.  What  we  can’t  afford  is  to  have 
our  names  spread  across  police  files,  cops  calling  our 
homes  or  businesses  to  see  if  we  are  who  we  say  we  are, 
the  verbal  abuse,  etc. 

Restrooms,  however,  bring  up  an  entire  different 
situation.  Here  the  law  is  not  ambiguous.  You  can  be 
charged  and  convicted  under  Criminal  Trespass.  “No 
person,  without  privilege  to  do  so,  shall  knowingly  enter 
or  remain  on  the  land  or  premises  of  another,  the  use  of 
which  is  lawfully  restricted  to  certain  persons,  purposes, 
modes,  or  hours,  when  the  offender  knows  he  is  in 
violation  of  any  such  restrictions  or  is  reckless  in  that 
regard.” 

Semantics  aside,  if  the  door  says  “Ladies”,  and 
you  aren’t  the  “real  thing”,  you  can  be  arrested  and 


possibly  convicted  of  trespassing.  You  could  be  looking  at 
a fine  of  $250.00  and  30  days  in  jail. 

Two  other  “restroom  laws”  come  to  mind. 
However,  they  could  be  stretching  it  a bit: 

Voyeurism:  “No  person,  for  the  purpose  of 

sexually  arousing  or  gratifying  himself  or  herself,  shall 
commit  trespass  or  otherwise  surreptitiously  invade  the 
privacy  of  another,  to  spy  or  eavesdrop  on  another.” 

Sound  farfetched?  It  does  until  some  old  biddy 
decides  that  the  guy  in  the  dress  must  be  in  there  to  watch 
her  go  to  the  bathroom  so  he  can  get  his  “jollies”. 
$500.00  and  60  days. 

Public  Indecency:  “No  person  shall  recklessly 
expose  his  or  her  private  parts  under  circumstances  in 
which  his  or  her  conduct  is  likely  to  be  viewed  by  and 
affront  others,  not  members  of  his  household.” 

Let’s  say  that,  this  time,  old  Granny  Sweetlips  is 
suspicious  of  you  so  she  peeks  through  the  crack  and  sees 
absolute  proof  that  you  don’t  belong  in  a ladies’  restroom. 
True,  you  were  behind  a locked  stall  door,  never  the  less 
you  are  a man  in  a ladies’  room.  $250.00  and  30  days. 

The  chances  of  conviction  on  either  of  these  two 
charges  is,  at  best  remote.  Again,  however,  this  is  of  little 
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concern.  Merely  going  through  the  arrest,  booking,  and 
court  processes  are  bad  enough. 

All  of  this  boils  down  to  the  fact  that  being 
arrested  fora  crossdressing  “crime”  is  slim,  assuming  you 
can  pass  easily.  However,  looking  beyond  the  codified 
laws,  one  runs  directly  into  a Supreme  Court  decision 
commonly  known  as  the  “Stop  and  Frisk  Decision”. 
What  “stop  and  frisk”  boils  down  to  is  that  a police  officer 
has  the  right  to  stop  a person  that  he  has  a “reasonable 
suspicion”  might  be  involved  in  some  type  of  illegal 
activity.  He  would  then  do  what  is  called  a “field  interro- 
gation”: “Whoareyou?”,  “Why  are  you  here?”,  etc.,  and 
then  check  out  your  story.  He  also  has  the  right  to  “frisk” 
the  person  for  weapons  only. 

How  does  this  affect  you?  Little,  unless  you  are 
of  the  “more  guts  than  brains”  school  of  crossdressing. 
How  does  one  qualify  for  this  classification?  Simple.  All 
you  have  to  do  is  do  something  or  be  somewhere  where 
any  real  girl  in  right  mind  wouldn’t  be. 

We,  as  a group,  often  do  things  that  no  real  girl 
would  ever  do.  Real  girls,  unless  they’re  hookers  or 
burglars,  are  never  out  walking  by  themselves  at  late 
hours.  A real  girl  drives  from  ‘ ‘point  A”  to  ‘ ‘point  B’  ’ by  the 
fastest  possible  route,  usually  the  best-lit  route,  and  doesn’t 
stop  unless  absolutely  necessary.  A real  girl  welcomes  the 
sight  of  a police  officer  in  the  area.  TV’s  on  the  other  hand, 
often  wait  until  their  neighbors  are  asleep  to  step  out  the 
door  to  enjoy  the  night  air  as  a woman.  We  drive  around 
in  our  cars  aimlessly,  again  after  dark  - less  chance, 
supposedly,  of  being  made  - enjoying  our  few  moments  of 
freedom.  If  a TV  sees  a cop  during  her  nocturnal  excur- 
sions she  automatically  heads  in  the  opposite  direction. 


the  street  by  herself  after  midnight!  Doesn’t  she  know  the 
dangers  involved?”,  he  thinks.  It’s  a warm  summer  night 
so  the  window  is  down.  Belker  notices  that  even  though 
the  woman  is  wearing  high  heels  she  is  making  no  noise  as 
she  walks.  “Odd,”  he  muses.  The  woman  sees  the  police 
car  and,  rather  than  welcoming  the  sight,  becomes  nerv- 
ous or,  worse,  begins  walking  faster  in  an  effort  to  get 
away.  Now  Belker’s  caffeine  soaked  brain  goes  into  high 
gear.  “Something’s  hinkey  here!  Woman  alone.  Walks 
silently.  Scared  of  cops.”  He  speeds  up  to  pull  along  side 
of  the  woman  and  says  “Hold  up  there,  lady.”  As  he  gets 
out  of  the  car  he  says  to  himself,  “Hum,  that’s  one  big 
broad!”....  You  know  the  story  from  here,  law 

How  do  you  avoid  confrontations  with  the  law? 
Easy.  #1.  Don’t  mentally  inflate  your  ability  to  pass  as  a 
real  girl.  You  must  not  only  look,  sound,  and  act  like  a girl, 
you  must  think  like  one.  Which  brings  me  to  #2.  Don’t 
do  anything,  go  anywhere,  or  place  yourself  in  any 
position  that  you  wouldn’t  want  your  wife  or  girlfriend  in. 
#3.  Always  be  mentally  prepared  for  unexpected  contact 
with  others,  including  the  police.  “Murphy’s  Law”  relig- 
iously applies  to  TV’s  out  on  the  town.  Panic  and  your 
downfall  will  not  be  far  behind.  #4.  In  you  own  mind 
know  you  are  a girl.  Your  self-assuredness  will  often 
override  minor  (major?)  inconsistencies  such  as  size,  etc. 

If  you  follow  these  rules  your  closest  brush  with 
the  law  should  go  no  further  than  the  reading  of  this 
article. 


Does  something  seem  wrong  here?  You’re  dam 
right  it  does!  And  cops,  being  paid  to  be 
inquisitive  and  suspicious,  easily  become 
interested  in  us  when  we  do  things  that 
are  not  “normal”  for  girls  to  do.  So,  they 
stop  you  to  see  who  you  are,  what  you 
are  doing,  and  you’re  O.K.  (Yes  they 
want  to  see  if,  possibly,  you  need  help. ) If 
you  can’t  pass  perfectly  the  cop  is  going 
to  make  you.  And,  even  if  you  do  pass, 
you’d  better  have  a damn  good  story  as 
to  why  you  are  on  a dark  residential  street 
at  2 a.m.  all  by  yourself! 


One  of  our  members  at  a meet- 
ing told  how  he  put  homemade  “silenc- 
ers” on  his  high  heels  so  that  he  could 
walk  from  his  house  late  at  night  and  not 
be  heard.  Picture  the  scenario....  It’s  a 
little  after  midnight  and  Officer  Belker  is 
cruising  down  Maple  Avenue.  He  sees 
what  appears  to  be  a woman  walking 
down  the  street  by  herself.  “A  woman  on 


FERSETTiT / $HE$  PROblY  ONE  A DEM  UNDERCOVER  /CNiGHTS  i 


( Cartoon : Nancy  Wilson,  Neutral  Comer) 
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SPECIAL  FEATURE: 
FANTASIA  FAIR  XIV 


(Edited  from  Vol  IV No  XII  of  the  Alpha  Zeta  & A Rose  News,  published  by  Alpha  Zeta,  P.O.  Box 
4351,  Scottsdale,  AZ  85261) 

FANTASIA  FAIR  XIV,  A GROWTH  EXPERIENCE 

By:  Wendi  Danielle  Pierce 


Where  were  you  14  years  ago?  In  1975  the 
Outreach  Institute  under  the  direction  of  Ariadne  Kane 
sponsored  the  first  Fantasia  Fair,  an  event  that  would 
some  day  be  one  of  the  longest  running  annual  events  in 
the  gender  community.  I wasn’t  there,  so  I can’t  say  how 
this  event  has  changed  or  evolved,  but  one  thing  is 
certain...  this  event  has  come  to  be  a highlight  of  my  year, 
an  event  worth  cherishing. 


The  Fair  is  not  an  inexpensive  event,  nor  is  it  a 
short  weekend  all  too  soon  forgotten.  The  true  Fair,  as  I 
now  have  come  to  realize,  is  probably  one  of  the  best 


(Ariadne  Kane,  Founder  of  Fantasia  Fair) 


(Wendi  & Kay) 


personal  growth  experiences  which  we,  as  crossdressers 
and  transsexuals,  can  participate  in  and  gain  from. 

Sure,  there  are  other  events  that  provide  some  of 
the  flavor,  even  similar  activities,  seminars,  costume  balls 
and  talent  shows.  But,  no  other  event  provides  the 
complete  experience  for  nine  days  living  out  in  the  open 
amongst  the  town’s  people,  the  tourists,  the  real  world. 
Whether  we  are  in  the  closet,  individuals  in  transition,  or 
post-op  transsexuals,  the  total  environment,  the  personal 
associations,  the  opportunities  that  the  Fair  provides  are 
tremendous. 
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This  year  I went  to  the  Fair  thinking  that  this 
might  be  my  last  one.  1 am  living  in  a feminine  role  full 
time,  developing  relationships,  continuing  my  career,  and 
fulfilling  some  deep  desires  to  help  others  in  the  gender 
community  with  my  involvements  with  ‘A  Rose’  and  in  my 
role  with  IFGE  on  a national  level.  I questioned  what  I 
could  get  out  of  such  an  event.  Also,  in  the  past  I had  been 
a part-timer,  attending  the  Fair  for  only  a weekend  or  so. 
My  past  experiences  at  the  Fair  had  been  rewarding 
enough  to  keep  my  curiosity  alive,  and  I came  back.  Since 
I was  looking  at  this  as  my  last  Fair,  I figured,  why  not  “GO 
FOR  IT”,  and  do  the  whole  thing.  Vacation  time  was 
available  and  finances  would  allow  it.,  so  I did. 


passing  comments  like,  “I’ve  got  to  be  there  at  2 , what  time 
will  you  be  back,  how  about  dinner  together  at  ...”. 
Evenings  were  event  oriented  with  a common  knowledge 
that  we’d  meet  at  the  Crown  & Anchor  (a  disco)  about  1 1 
p.m.,  dance  till  1 a.m.  when  the  song  “Old  Cape  Cod” 
signaled  us  that  another  day  was  coming  to  a close.  We 
then  returned  to  the  house  to  talk,  gossip,  and  party  till  3 
a.m. 

Early  evenings  came  to  be  a time  when  each 
would  emerge  from  their  room  decked  out  for  that  eve- 
ning’s event.  The  critiquing  would  start.  Someone  would 
ask,  “How  does  this  shawl  look?”,  or  “Do  you  have  a 
necklace  I could  borrow  to  go  with  this  top?”.  Laura  was 


My  experiences  in 
that  nine  day  period  were 
exceptional.  I now  have  a 
refreshed  outlook.  I am 
able  to  see  myself  in  a much 
clearer  perspective,  to 
examine  myself  through 
my  interactions  with  oth- 
ers, and  to  grow  in  ways 
that  I am  only  now  realiz- 
ing. Personal  relationships 
were  the  key  that  fostered 
what  I gained...  personal 
relationships  with  Fair 
organizers,  with  town’s 
people,  and  most  impor- 
tant, with  others  at  the  Fair. 


(The  'Roomers'  Family) 

our  jewelry  expert,  Dawn  was  our  scarf  expert,  Kay  and 
Brenda  became  our  “total  look”  experts.  The  group 
worked  well  together. 


The  week’s  events  were  varied  and  many,  with 
something  for  everyone.  Afternoons  were  personal  de- 
velopment time.  Beauty  and  speech  classes  were  offered. 
Rehearsals  for  the  talent  and  fashion  shows  took  up  some 
participant’s  time.  Others,  like  myself,  spent  the  after- 
noons shopping  and  just  being  a tourist. 


The  restaurants  in  Provincetown  were  first  rate 
and  it  was  a paradise  for  seafood  lovers  as  I am.  Lobster, 
scallops,  shrimp,  oysters,  even  squid,  a new  delicacy  for 
me,  were  all  excellent.  I have  to  admit  that  I did  break 
down  one  day  and  had  pizza  for  lunch. 


The  events  for  me  were  highlighted  the  first  part 
of  the  week  by  my  first  venture  out  into  the  Atlantic  on  a 


I lived  in  what  I 
would  say  was  a sorority 
house,  actually  a bed  and 
breakfast  named  “Room- 
ers”, with  nine  other  girls. 

The  house  was  owned  and 
operated  by  a truly  great 
gay  couple.  Time  was  the  key  ingredient  here.  Over  the 
course  of  the  Fair  we  began  to  share  more  and  more. 
Feelings,  thoughts,  and  personal  experiences  were  shared. 
The  mix  was  the  key.  We  had  Ari  Kane,  a veritable  legend 
in  the  community;  Maureen,  a sweet,  eager  to  please  first- 
year  girl;  Laura,  our  house  mother  and  confidant;  Brenda, 
a great  singer,  a warm  and  feeling  person;  Dawn,  a kind 
individual  trying  very  hard  to  bring  out  her  feminine  side; 
Gwen,  a determined  and  caring  person  soon  to  be  in  her 
new  role  full  time;  Gladys,  our  senorita,  a quiet  person, 
willing  to  listen;  Robin,  sensitive,  quiet  and  a true  friend; 
myself;  and  a shining  star  named  Kay,  a “new  woman” 
and  dear  friend. 


We  all  seemed  to  compliment  and  enhance  each 
other’s  personalities  and  capabilities.  As  the  days  went  on 
a closeness,  a bond,  was  created  that  became  apparent  to 
all.  Mornings  started  at  9 a.m.  at  the  breakfast  nook  and 
was  note  comparison  time.  Afternoons  were  busy  with 
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“Whale  Watch’’.  It  was  a brisk,  windy 
day,  but  the  weather  was  very  coop- 
erative and  we  had  65  sightings.  I 
didn’t  know  that  a 40  foot  whale,  a 
humpback  I’m  told,  could  clear  the 
water.  I was  the  lucky  person  who 
won  the  raffle  on  board  ship  and 
came  home  with  a whale,  a 5"  stuffed 
one,  but  at  any  rate  a whale. 

The  first  day’s  orientation 
lecture  set  a theme  for  me.  I guess  I 
was  a better  listener  this  time  or  maybe 
Betty  Ann  had  changed  her  speech. 
Anyway,  she  said  something  that 
struck  me.  In  her  speech  she  com- 
pared many  of  us  to  ‘ ‘china  dolls’  ’ , all 
dressed  up  with  nothing  inside,  no 
personality,  only  to  be  placed  on 
display.  She  said  that  this  Fair  and 
all  the  other  events  during  the  year 
have  one  very  important  thing  in 
common.  She  said  that  these  events 


gave  us  the  chance  to  break  that 
stereotype  and  leap  into  the  real  world.  We  gain  two  very 
important  and  difficult  to  attain  things  here,  confidence, 
and  a chance  to  develop  a feminine  personality.  This  I feel 
is  the  single  most  important  thing  that  I personally 
have  gained  from  attending  events  like  Fantasia 
Fair.  It’s  obvious.  It’s  a real  high  attending  such 
an  event  and  the  dramatic  changes  are  apparent 
to  all.  Personal  growth  is  a high  that  we  all  need, 


(Wendi  & Mariette) 


And  the  lobster  said  threateningly , "One  step  closer  and  FU  pinch  your..." 

To  which  Mariette  replied  defiantly,  "I  will  NOT  be  intimidated  by  my  food!" 


(More  of  the  Gang) 


and  personal  growth  is  what  this  event,  and  many  others 
like  it,  hope  to  succeed  in  accomplishing. 
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For  me  the  end  result  of  the  Fair  was 
that  I have  already  placed  my  deposit  for 
next  year’s  event,  and  I hope  to  return  to  my 
wonderful  friends  and  charming  Province- 
town  for  years  to  come.  I guess  I’m  being  a 
salesman  for  this  event  but  I really  believe  in 
what  I am  selling.  It’s  a chance  for  growth 
that  we  all  deserve. 

With  that  I’ll  close  this  with  three 
words  till  next  month  girls,  “GO  FOR  IT’! 


(Wendi  & Virginia) 


(Edited  form  Vol  V No  I,  Alpha  Zeta  & A Rose 
News , published  by  Alpha  Zeta,  P.O.  Box 4351,  Saottsdale, 
AZ  85261) 

AN  OPEN  LETTER 
By: 

Dawn 


I acquired  a personality  that  was  real,  made 
friends  who  accepted  me  as  Dawn,  and  knew  only  of 
Dawn.  I was  a real  person,  with  feelings,  hopes,  and  fears. 
I tried  to  break  with  my  long  standing  male  bonds  to 
become  a happy,  nurturing,  and  inquisitive  woman,  a role 
I have  always  longed  for. 


To  all  who  have  never  attended  Fantasia  Fair... 

What  is  Fantasia  Fair  to  me? 

It’s  a chance  to  be  myself;  although  I need  much 
practice  that  my  social  upbringing  would  not  allow  me  to 
do. 


I guess  the  point  that  I am  trying  to  make  is  that  if 
you  are  still  living  in  the  closet  and  cannot  for  one  reason 
or  another,  get  out  where  you  live,  make  the  plans 
necessary  now  to  attend  next  year’s  Fantasia  Fair.  Some 
of  what  I feel  are  the  most  wonderful  people  in  the  world 
can  be  found  there.  Find  them  and  you  may  just  find 
yourself. 


Fantasia  Fair  is  filled  with  warmth,  love,  and 
friendship.  It’s  a chance,  however  small  in  time,  to  learn 
and  grow,  to  see  and  be  seen,  to  laugh  and  cry,  to  be 
happy  with  myself  without  the  guilt. 

It’s  a time  to  share  a remarkable  common  bond 
with  others  from  all  walks  of  life,  from  all  over  the  world. 
This  is  the  only  place  that  I have  ever  been  where  people 
of  such  diverse  backgrounds  and  ages  gather  together, 
and  all  of  society’s  barriers  are  completely  dropped,  and 
all  are  equal  with  a common  bond.  It  is  a very  special  bond 
that  is  impossible  to  describe,  an  impossible  bond  that 
cannot  be  found  in  “real  men”  in  “real  society”,  a bond 
in  which  men  can  cry  over  the  emotion  of  it  all. 

For  a brief  shining  moment  in  ‘Dawn’s’  life,  she, 
amongst  all  the  others,  made  friends,  sang,  danced , d ined , 
shopped,  went  to  school,  and  all  the  other  activities  as 
herself,  however  imperfect  she  may  be. 


Theseus  Counseling 
Services 

ARI  KANE  M.Ed. 

GENDER  SPECIAUST 


FOR  NORTHERN 
NEW  ENGLAND 

126  WESTERN  AVE. 
SUITE  222 

AUGUSTA,  ME  04330 
207-622-9531 


FOR  GREATER 
BOSTON  AREA 

233  HARVARD  ST. 
SUITE  302 
BROOKLINE,  MA  02146 
617-277-4360 
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"Oh,  it  wasn't  God  that  made  honkytonk  angels...." 


The  Transsexual  Phenomenon 

by  Harry  Benjamin 

The  Outreach  Institute  announces  the  reprinting 
of  this  classic  publication  on  gender  issues.  This 
major  work  on  transsexualism,  which  includes  16 
pages  of  photos  associated  with  important  case 
histories,  and  the  well-known  Benjamin  Scale  of 
Gender  Shift,  is  available  in  limited  numbers. 

The  glossy  cover  edition  is  priced  at  $39.95  and  the 
standard  edition  costs  $35.95.  Please  add  $3  50  for  post- 
age and  handling. 

Please  make  money  orders  and  checks  payable  to: 

The  Outreach  Institute 
Kenmore  Station,  Box  368 
Boston,  MA  02215 

This  project  is  being  supported  in  part  by  the  Renaissance 
Educational  Foundation. 


V 


J 
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(Edited  from  issue  #6  of  ‘Our  Sorority’ , published  by  the  Outreach  Institute,  Attn:  Our  Sorority, 
P.O.  Box  11254,  Lincolnia  Sta.,  Alexandria,  VA  22312  Editor  Betty  Ann  Lind.) 


THE  TEAM  ON  YOUR  SIDE 

By: 

Sheila  Kirk,  MD,  and  Betty  Ann  Lind,  MA 


This  article  is  about  the  two  major  forces  which  shape  our  identity  (sex  and  gender)  and  how 
you  must  assemble  a team  of  specialists  to  co-opt  these  forces  as  a transsexual.... 


My  Dear  Sister  - 

So  you  are  thinking  of  taking  that  step.  Or, 
perhaps  it’s  been  your  plan  for  some  time  and  you  are  still 
“looking  into  it’  ’ . Or  yet,  you  may  already  have  embarked 
on  that  pathway  - the  sex  change! 

If  you  are  just  investigating  or  you’ve  been  “into” 
it  for  a while,  you’re  aware  of  the  long  arduous,  somewhat 
lonely  road  you  are  looking  at. 

How  discouraging  we  must  appear;  but,  in  truth 
the  road  has  so  many  holes  and  pitfalls,  so  many  obstruc- 
tions and  waysides.  And,  even  the  end  of  the  road,  for  a 
few,  is  not  really  the  end  of  the  road,  nor  even  a bright 
beginning. 

“Oh,  negative!”,  you  exclaim! 

Perhaps,  but  dear  heart,  look  at  it  with  realism, 
not  fantasy.  With  logic  and  planning,  not  casualness.  It  is 
a very  major  undertaking  and  very  careful  organization 
and  directed  energy  are  essential. 

If  this  is  your  future  and  your  goal,  we  applaud 
you  and  encourage  you,  and  we  would  love  to  give  you 
a warm  hug  for  your  resolve.  But,  know  where  you  are 
going  and  what  to  prepare  for  and  make  every  effort  to 
foresee  every  contingency  you  face.  And  above  all, 
dearest,  never  never  confuse  the  end  result  of  reassign- 
ment surgery  for  your  real  objective,  a gender  chanqe  - 
TO  BE  A WOMAN! 

A woman  in  our  society  is  the  product  of  being 
bom  female  (sex),  driven  by  a biological  clock  that  over 
many  years  changes  a child  into  a being  capable  of 
gestation,  with  any  luck  at  all  (2  of  7 can  not).  She  is  visibly 
identifiable  by  her  secondary  sexual  characteristics  (al- 
though at  extremes  a few  females  look  very  male  in  these 
terms).  She  is  equally  the  product  of  extremely  thorough 


essence  programs  her  to  be  a woman  (gender)  to  the  point 
where  even  to  be  insane  (medically)  her  behavior  patterns 
would  still  appear  feminine  and  culturally  she  would 
assume  the  classic  “insanity”  patterns  of  a woman  raised 
in  a Western  Culture  rather  than  those  of  say,  a Japanese 
woman. 

This  extreme  example  is  presented  because  many 
individuals  seeking  reassignment  waste  so  much  of  their 
time  trying  to  deny  the  powers  of  socialization  rather  than 
acquiring  the  proper  conditioning  which  will  make  them  a 
WOMAN  in  the  eyes  of  others  more  than  any  surgical  skill 
can.  When  a psychiatrist  evaluates  a patient  for  reassign- 
ment “she”  tells  the  psychiatrist  that  “she”  is  a female 
trapped  in  a male’s  body.  But,  it  is  the  very  soul  of  “her” 
real  socialization  which  allows  the  psychiatrist  an  insight 
into  how  much  of  a woman  she  really  is,  and  can  be.) 
Under  no  circumstances  can  you  fake  socialization! 

The  bluntest  bottom  line  on  the  relationship 
between  surgery  and  socialization  was  stated  by  Virginia 
Prince  to  a post-op  TS:  “You  have  failed  as  a woman,  if 
a police  matron  must  pull  down  your  panties  to  verify  your 
sex.”  Dearest,  we  know  that  Virginia  was  cruel  by  taking 
this  example  of  what  can  happen  in  the  real  world,  but  you 
know  in  your  heart  that  it  is  truth. 

We  want  you  to  know  that  we  are  very  very 
concerned  that  you  do  not  rationalize  reasons  why  you 
should  not  accept  the  dictates  of  socialization.  Instead, 
you  should  acquire  that  conditioning  as  any  child  might, 
who  through  simple  faith  learns  to  behave  as  a girl  and 
then  through  “free  will”  determines  what  kind  of  girl  she 
really  is. 

The  key  to  making  a successful  change  is  the 
realization  that  you  are  not  the  real  judge  of  what  is 
woman  and  man.  Biology  and  society  have  teamed  up  to 
deceive  you  through  providing  a solid  sexual  and  gender 
bias. 
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An  example  of  this  bias  in  terms  of  socialization 
occurs  when  a male  psychologist  interviews  a female  to 
male  transsexual  using  the  basic  masculine  criteria  of 
whether  she  can  “ride  the  river”  (a  western  bonding  term 
meaning  can  you  rely  on  this  guy  in  a fire  fight)  and  he 
finds  no  bonding  response.  Or  when  a female  analyst 
interviews  a male  to  female  transsexual  seeking  feminine 
cooperation  only  to  find  self  definition  in  terms  of  com- 
petitive dominance  (TS-macho). 

You  must  assemble  a team  of  experts  who  can 
advise  you  on  how  to  overcome  this  “bias”. 

This  team  has  two  components  that  are  inter- 
dependent. One  squad , so  to  speak,  tackles  the  biological 
forces.  The  other  helps  you  to  adapt  to  social  conditioning 
as  a well-integrated  individual. 

In  a curious  way  the  “biological”  squad  is  input 
oriented  while  the  “sociological”  squad  is  output 

The  biological  squad  wants  to  know  all  about 
your  definition  of  the  who,  what,  when,  where,  why,  and 
how  of  your  program  to  become  a woman  while  offering 
limited  advice. 

You  become  “I”  oriented  and  their  interest  in 
your  progress  is  very  ego  flattering. 

The  sociological  squad  is  far  more  directive, 
often  bluntly  opinionated,  and  most  concerned  that  you 
do  things  in  a certain  way  even  when  you  don’t  want  to  do 
it  that  way.  In  short,  the  sociological  squad  is  firmly  based 
in  the  real  world. 

In  the  typical  gender  identity  support  center  the 
biological  squad  follows  the  general  guidelines  proposed 
by  Dr.  Harry  Benjamin,  through  The  Transsexual  Phe- 
nomenon’, and  as  dictated  by  the  ‘Standards  of  Care’ 
(established  by  the  H.B.I.G.D.A.),  the  recommended 
approach  to  the  treatment  of  gender  dysphoria,  as  defined 
by  the  American  Psychiatric  Association  in  its  current 
edition  of  the  ‘Diagnostic  and  Statistical  Manual  of  Mental 
Disorders’. 

The  basic  squad  consists  of:  a Clinical  Behavioral 
Scientist  (usually  a psychiatrist  or  therapist  qualified  to 
diagnose  the  syndrome  called  ‘gender  dysphoria’  and 
provide  therapy  for  that  condition);  a medical  doctor 
(usually  an  endocrinologist  whose  specialty  is  in  hormo- 
nal glands)  to  monitor  the  “hormonal  sex  reassignment”; 
and  a board  certified  surgeon  (usually  a plastic  surgeon) 
who  is  qualified  to  do  sex  reassignment  surgery. 

The  Clinical  Behavioral  Scientist  must  agree  that 
you’re  ready  for  surgery,  in  writing,  before  the  operation 
can  take  place.  You  must  have  been  his  patient  for  at  least 
six  months  and  you  must  live  as  a woman  full  time  for  at 
least  a year  before  he  can  sign  such  a letter.  The  Clinical 
Behavioral  Scientist  should  be  selected  in  terms  of  three 


criteria;  1)  knowledge  of  crossdressing,  2)  genuine  empa- 
thy and  interest  in  you,  and  3)  track  record...  i.e.  has  this 
therapist  signed  a consent  letter  that  was  accepted. 

Next,  the  Hormonal  Sex  Reassignment  doctor 
must  verify  that  you  have  been  in  the  care  of  a Clinical 
Behavioral  Scientist  for  at  least  three  months  before  he 
can  initiate  such  therapy  and  if  such  therapy  causes 
certain  biological  or  behavioral  problems  he  can  termi- 
nate the  program  by  recommending  that  reassignment 
surgery  presents  a life  threatening  condition  or  the  hormones 
have  clearly  caused  a behavioral  change  which  indicates 
that  you  are  NOT  a transsexual. 

A responsible  surgeon  will  not  operate  on  you  if 
he  has  any  doubts  about  your  desire  to  be  a woman,  no 
matter  how  many  letters  you  have.  Reassignment  sur- 
geons as  a group  are  dedicated  to  the  belief  that  their 
surgery  is  necessary  therapy,  not  for  business  or  a casual 
decision.  Even  the  most  qualified  doctor  is  aware  that  it  is 
his  decision  which  decides  a malpractice  case.  If  he 
doesn’t  operate  he’s  not  liable. 

Well,  dear  heart,  is  this  your  TEAM?  If  your 
objective  is  surgery  only,  the  railroad  track  can  do  the  job 
very  well  if  you  play  the  “standards  of  care”  game  that 
many  a “transsexual”  has....  much  to  their  dismay  after- 
wards. 

Yes,  the  gender  identity  clinic  staff  hold  a fright- 
ening power  over  your  life  goals,  and  they  can  say  NO!  (A 
sudden  and  often  surprising  decision  since  they  have 
been  listening  to  your  hopes  and  dreams  and  the  awful 
truth  emerges  that  the  decision  is  theirs  to  make  without 
consulting  you  further!) 

But,  this  just  a part  of  your  TEAM  and  you 
deserve  what  you  get  if  all  you  seek  is  an  operation,  for 
despite  what  you  may  think,  a YES  can  be  far  more 
destructive  to  your  life  if  you  are  NOT  A WOMAN!  As  a 
TS  once  said,  “What  do  I do  now  that  I have  had  my 
operation?  I have  achieved  my  only  goal.” 

If  you  are  NOT  a woman,  why  would  they  say 
yes?  Their  decision  is  based  upon  two  factors:  1)  the 
effectiveness  of  your  input  from  The  Standards  of  Care’ 
game,  and  2)  a belief  that  if  you  do  not  receive  surgery  you 
will  commit  suicide.  They  know  that  surgery  will  not 
correct  your  character  flaws  or  improve  your  ability  to 
relate  socially,  but  it  will  create  a reality  that  you  must 
confront  and  therefore  you  will  be  more  willing  to  accept 
the  dictates  of  society  and  socialization.  Their  choice  is 
very  simple:  certain  suicide  if  NO,  only  possible  suicide  if 
YES. 

To  digress  a bit... 

There  is  a quote  which  angers  the  TS-macho 
person  more  than  any  other:  “If  it  walks,  talks,  acts,  looks, 
and  thinks  like  a duck... it  must  be  a duck!”  Thus,  if  a 
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person  walks,  talks,  acts,  looks,  and  thinks  like  a woman, 
then  it  must  be  a woman.  They  argue  the  statement  by 
saying  that  it  does  not  take  into  account  the  diversity  of 
women  (?),  nor  the  compelling  driving  force  inside  our 
“female”  souls. 

Unfortunately  for  them  our  society  knows  that  no 
matter  how  diverse,  women  (with  few  exceptions)  are 
women;  just  like  a duck  is  a duck.  A truly  female  soul  seeks 
to  be  a woman,  not  to  be  a self-justifying  transsexual  (or 
“professional  transsexual”  as  such  persons  are  known  to 
be.) 

So  since  you  already  have  a “female”  soul,  it  is 
up  to  your  TEAM  to  help  you  to  walk,  talk,  act,  look,  and 
think  like  a woman.  The  amazing  transformation  of  a 6'  6" 
macho  male  into  a woman  is  entirely  possible  for  such  a 
TEAM  if  SHE  wants  to  be  so  transformed.  But,  first  she 
must  throw  away  her  masculine  judgmentalism  and  learn 
how  to  accept  their  guidance. 

When  we  discuss  the  economics  of  becoming  a 
woman  we  come  quickly  to  the  concept  of  the  process  as 
being  like  bridge  building  rather  than  cliff  jumping...  The 
first  step  is  to  secure  the  economic  benefits  you  may  now 
enjoy  as  a man  making  certain  of  your  future  instead  of 
quitting  and  starting  a new  life  as  a woman.  We  have  seen 
far  too  many  emotionally  unstable  types  jump  off  the 
economic  cliff  in  hopes  that  society  will  provide  a “safety 
net”,  it  doesn’t!  The  basic  job  has  built-in  health  benefits, 
unemployment,  potential  social  security  benefits,  and 
disability  insurance  benefits  that  can  become  critically 
important  to  your  future. 

The  key  point  is  that  the  more  important  you  are 
to  your  employer,  the  more  likely  that  employer  will  help 
you  in  your  efforts  to  build  a bridge  from  man  to  woman. 
As  the  feminist  cliche  goes,  a woman  must  be  twice  as 
good  as  a man  to  receive  equal  treatment  in  our  unfair 
sexist  society.  So,  on  the  job  be  twice  the  man  you  are,  no 
matter  how  emotionally  difficult  it  may  be! 

Secure  the  best  benefits  you  can  including  in- 
come protection  disability  benefits.  If  you  can,  seek 
insurance  which  does  include  gender  dysphoria,  but  if  it 
doesn’t,  it  still  is  critical  to  carry  effective  insurance. 

If  your  health  plan  is  based  on  an  HMO,  do  check 
to  determine  if  the  HMO  benefits  will  cover  treatment  out 
of  state  and  if  the  HMO  is  tied  to  a teaching  hospital  that 
is  in  the  gender  identity  business.  Your  insurance  may  not 
cover  surgery  but  it  is  very  likely  that  it  will  cover  most  of 
the  first  team  expenses  if  you  use  your  brains.  This 
includes  welfare  benefits  which  legitimately  can  cover  job 
retraining,  hormone  therapy,  and  even  electrolysis  in 
some  states  if  you  take  the  time  to  explore. 

(One  of  the  key  benefits  of  belonging  to  a TS 
support  group  or  becoming  a part  of  a gender  identity 
program  is  the  exploration  of  resources  that  can  become 


available.) 

Set  aside  about  10%  of  your  weekly  pay  check  in 
a sound  two  year  savings  program  with  good  interest 
rates. 

Acquire  every  credit  card  you  can  get,  buy  about 
$100  worth  on  each,  and  pay  it  off  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  then  put  it  away.  If  the  card  has  a fee  and  relatively 
high  interest,  get  it  anyway.  These  cards  should  be  equal 
in  value  to  about  six  months  of  your  annual  income,  and 
should  have  no  more  charges  on  them  than  one  month’s 
wage... 

This  is  your  “golden  parachute”.  Even  if  you  are 
not  a TS,  you  should  develop  this  bail  out  fund. 

REMEMBER  IT  IS  AGAINST  THE  LAW  TO 
ACQUIRE  CREDIT  FOR  TWO  UNLESS  ONE  ACCEPTS 
FULL  RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  BOTH! 

Never  use  your  male  social  security  number  for 
your  femme  identity  unless  you  are  absolutely  certain  that 
you  have  crossed  the  bridge  safely.  Credit  bureaus  use 
SS#  to  track  accounts  and  despite  what  you  think  it  is 
amazingly  easy  for  people  to  get  credit  information  about 
you  including  your  femme  AKA  (also  known  as). 

The  best  way  is  to  have  your  male  cards  made  out 
to  J.  Smith  (by  using  an  initial  for  your  first  name  the  card 
loses  its  “sex”,  so  Jane  or  John  can  use  it  as  long  as  you 
sign  J.  Smith  on  the  back.  It  may  not  be  against  the  law  for 
boyself  to  run  about  town  in  skirts,  but  false  identity  cards 
are  TROUBLE. 

The  second  squad  is  for  your  socialization.  These 
are  the  people  who  will  in  fact  help  to  train  you  to  become 
a woman. 

Before  we  define  the  squad  we  should  return  to 
the  concept  of  bridge  building.  As  noted,  you  must  first 
take  time  to  secure  the  male  side  of  the  bridge  before  you 
began  the  task  of  building  a secure  base  on  the  other  side. 
The  next  key  to  this  concept  is  that  of  building  the  bridge 
so  that  you  can  go  back  and  forth  in  safety.  As  you  work 
as  a man  to  secure  an  economic  foundation  you  can 
acquire  the  experiences  of  a “part  time”  woman  in  off 
duty  hours. 

Your  experience  as  a part  time  woman  starts  by 
working  with  the  various  elements  of  the  second  squad  for 
your  socialization.  The  key  elements  are: 

The  first  part  of  your  socialization  squad  is  a 
cross-dressing  group.  Start  your  explorations  in  a 
crossdressing  group,  not  running  about  dressed  in  public 
looking  like  “Sweetums”  (the  gigantic  Muppet  Puppet)  in 
“Drag”.  Don’t  rely  on  your  mirror,  any  woman  will  tell 
you  that  mirrors  lie,  they  will  tell  you  what  you  want  to  see, 
not  what  others  see.  A crossdressing  group  will  help  you 
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to  acquire  certain  dressing  skills  and  a better  perspective 
as  to  when  you  should  go  in  public. 

. Attend  a national  event  such  as  Fantasia  Fair. 

. Join  a transsexual  support  group  to  help  you 
keep  up  with  local  resources. 

. Find  a hairstylist  and  beautician  who  will  work 
with  you  to  teach  you  how  to  put  yourself  together. 

. A growing  number  of  college  and  university 
Speech  Departments  are  running  programs  to  help  you  to 
learn  how  to  speak  like  your  new  gender. 

. An  electrologist  who  has  done  male  beards  and 
can  provide  references  from  at  least  three  others  who  have 
used  her  services.  She  should  use  a shielded  needle  and 
the  “blend”  approach  to  reduce  any  risk  of  skin  damage. 
(Hormones  do  not  reduce  your  beard.)  A good  electrolo- 
gist can  clear  a beard  in  about  150  hours. 

. Once  the  electrologist  has  worked  on  your 
beard  for  about  thirty  hours  go  see  a dermatologist  (a 
doctor  who  specializes  in  skin  care)  who  can  advise  you  as 
to  your  real  progress. 

. You  will  need  a lawyer  to  handle  your  legal 
change  of  gender. 

. Consider  having  a good  portrait  artist  to  do  a 
“before”  and  “after”  pastel  painting  of  you.  This  painting 
can  help  you  when  you  evaluate  reconstructive  facial 
surgery. 

Your  life  is  very  complex  and  there  is  no  reason 
to  make  matters  worse  by  jumping  off  into  a full  time  life 
as  a woman  without  acquiring  a solid  foundation  of 
experience  in  this  new  role.  There  are  many  opportunities 
for  the  part  time  woman  to  sample  the  real  world  beyond 
the  basic  experiences  previously  cited.  Some  of  these 
sample  experiences  are: 

. A fashion  and  modeling  school  where  you  will 
learn  the  basic  skills  that  any  fourteen  year  old  girl  knows. 

. Most  communities  have  “colleges  without  walls” 
which  offer  courses  from  degree  programs  to  classes  on 
touch  typing.  The  non-degree  courses  are  offered  ala 
carte  and  it  is  not  unusual  for  students  to  drop-in  and 
drop-out  of  such  classes.  Registration  is  casual,  inexpen- 
sive, and  if  you  are  “read”  you  can  drop  out  and  try  again. 

. There  are  a myriad  of  “schools”  which  offer 
courses  from  dancing  to  bartending  to  sewing.  Although 
more  expensive  than  community  colleges  they  are  more 
open  to  enrollment  and  you  can  drop  out  just  as  easily  if 
something  goes  wrong. 

. Community  service  organizations  are  desper- 


ate for  volunteer  help  of  all  kinds  that  can  work  at  odd 
hours.  Although  they  are  more  apt  to  check  you  out  then 
the  schools  and  colleges  there  are  social  workers  who  will 
take  you  under  their  wing  and  help  you  while  you  are 
helping  others. 

. Join  a women’s  group  such  as  NOW. 

. Also  you  might  try  part  time  work  in  a job  similar 
to  the  one  you  would  like  once  you  start  out  as  a full  time 
woman. 

These  part  time  experiences  offer  the  opportu- 
nity of  mobility  in  case  you  fail  with  a chance  to  start  over 
again  that  a full  time  experience  will  not  permit.  Also,  you 
will  begin  to  acquire  new  friends,  references,  and  contacts 
you  can  use  who  only  know  you  as  a woman. 

In  closing,  the  road  to  womanhood  is  achievable. 
Use  the  resources  available  to  help  guide  you  towards 
your  desired  womanhood.  Remember,  ‘the  Standards  of 
Care’  were  developed  to  prevent  mistakes,  not  to  prevent 
you  from  reaching  your  goal.  But,  remember  that  your 
goal  must  be  womanhood,  not  just  the  surgeon’s  blade. 


»// 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS  C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  uour  needs 

1-800-352-3185 

East  Orleans,  MA  02643 
(508)  255-2600 

Box  1762 
Congress  Street 
Boston,  MA  02105 
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QUESTIONS  OF  LAW 
By: 

Jan  Elliot 


CONGRESS  RULES  TVs  NOT  HANDICAPPED 


Most  people  grow  up  believing  that  sex  and 
gender  are  one  and  that  one’s  “sex”  is  fixed  for  eternity. 
Protected  by  their  ignorance,  it  is  hardly  surprising  that 
when  they  are  confronted  by  a reality  that  shakes  their 
faith  in  unalterable  verities  many  people  lash  out  at  the 
source  of  their  confusion  and  fear.  As  a result,  most 
crossdressers  have  encountered  social  rejection  in  the 
form  of  social  rudeness  or  ridicule,  discrimination,  or  even 
physical  assault.  Assault  is  clearly  unlawful,  and  the  victim 
may  bring  both  criminal  charges  and  a civil  suit  against  the 
culprit  (although  such  a right  can  hardly  be  reassuring  to 
a victim  afraid  of  family,  community,  and/or  employment 
repercussions).  Social  disapproval,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
disturbing  but  cannot  be  cured  directly  by  the  law.  What 
then  of  discrimination?  Among  other  possibilities,  dis- 
crimination may  take  the  form  of  a refusal  to  hire  or  to  rent 
or  sell  housing.  A number  of  court  decisions  have  held  that 
federal  law  prohibiting  discrimination  in  hiring  by  sex 
does  not  apply  to  transsexuals  in  light  of  the  Congressional 
intent  to  protect  women  rather  than  other  categories  of 
people.  Another  approach  may  be  possible,  however. 

In  Blackwell  vs  United  States  Dept,  of  the  Treas- 
ury 656  F.Supp.  713  (D.D.C.  1986),  the  plaintiff  Black- 
well  had  lost  his  job  at  the  Treasury  through  a reduction  in 
force.  He  subsequently  applied  for  another  Treasury 
opening  and  was  entitled  to  a priority  in  hiring  due  to  his 
prior  termination.  Although  a self  described  homosexual 
and  transvestite,  639  F.Supp.  289,  it  appears  likely  that 
Blackwell  was  either  a TG  or  a TS.  He  had  gone  to  work 
at  the  Treasury  in  a dress  for  eight  years  and  had  under- 
gone breast  augmentation  surgery  of  some  kind.  When  he 
was  interviewed  for  the  new  position,  he  presented  himself 
as  a woman.  The  interviewer  decided  that  Blackwell  was 
a homosexual  and  was  accordingly  undesirable.  The 
court  found  that  he  and  others  then  arranged  to  abolish 
the  job  so  that  he  would  not  have  to  justify  rejecting 
Blackwell  as  a homosexual.  Blackwell  sued,  claiming  that 
he  was  “handicapped”  within  the  meaning  of  the  Reha- 


bilitation Act,  29  U.S.C.  Section  706(7) (B),  which  then 
defined  a handicapped  person  as: 

“Any  person  who  (i)  has  a 
physical  or  menial  impairment  which 
substantially  limits  such  person’s  func- 
tioning or  one  or  more  such  person’s 
major  life  activities,  (ii)  has  a record  of 
such  an  impairment,  or  (iii)  is  regarded 
as  having  such  an  impairment” 

The  Court  wrote:  There  is  nothing  to  suggest  that 
Mr.  Strange  (the  interviewer)  had  any  understanding  one 
way  or  the  other  as  to  the  difference  between  a homosex- 
ual and  a transvestite  or  that  he  focused  on  the  fact  that 
plaintiff  s dress  was  somewhat  more  feminine  than  that  of 
many  homosexuals.  To  make  matters  more  difficult,  some 
transvestites  are  homosexuals.  Yet,  as  a matter  of  statu- 
tory analysis,  while  homosexuals  are  not  handicapped  it  is 
clear  that  transvestites  are,  because  many  experience 
strong  social  rejection  in  the  work  place  as  a result  of  their 
mental  ailment  made  blatantly  apparent  by  their 
crossdressing  lifestyle.  That,  however,  did  not  end  the 
matter. 

The  court  continued:  Plaintiff  s handicap  was 
not  automatically  apparent  as  is  gender.  In  these  circum- 
stances one  claiming  under  the  Rehabilitation  Act  has  a 
duty  to  inform  a prospective  employer  of  his  handicap 
before  being  entitled  to  relief  under  that  Act.  Plaintiff  did 
not  do  this,  preferring  to  refer  simply  to  his  “lifestyle,” 
which  was  clearly  ambiguous.  Thus  while  the  failure  to 
employ  plaintiff  is  highly  reprehensible,  plaintiff  cannot 
recover  and  the  complaint  must  be  dismissed.  Hopefully 
wiser  heads  will  correct  the  underlying  injustice. 

Accordingly,  Blackwell  lost  and  apparently  never 
did  obtain  re-employment.  Since  the  judge  found  that 
Blackwell  had  failed  to  meet  a procedural  requirement,  the 
reasoning  that  a TV  is  handicapped  was  technically  “dicta”, 
that  material  not  required  of  the  judge  and  not  legally 
binding. 
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Not  withstanding  the  limited  legal  impact  of  Black- 
well,  the  case  proved  to  be  unusually  important.  When 
the  various  far  right  groups  lobbied  heavily  against  the 
Civil  Rights  Restoration  Act  of  1988,  for  example,  (follow- 
ing the  Supreme  Court’s  decision  in  the  Grove  City  case) 
many  argued  on  the  basis  of  Blackwell  that  its  passage 
would  accord  protection  to  “homosexuals  and  transves- 
tites.” The  Act  was  finally  enacted  over  presidential  veto. 
There  was,  however,  no  express  language  in  it  dealing  in 
any  fashion  with  crossdressers. 

The  passage  of  the  Civil  Rights  Restoration  Act 
did  not  end  the  right  wing  reaction  to  Blackwell.  During 
August,  1988,  Congress  considered  major  amendments 
to  the  Fair  Housing  Act.  Senator  Jesse  Helms,  declaring 
a need  for  “common  sense,”  submitted  an  amendment  to 
the  Senate  bill  expressly  declaring:  “that  Congress  does 
not  intend  for  transvestites  to  receive  the  benefits  and 
protections  that  is  provided  for  handicapped  individu- 
als.” 134  CONG.  REC.  S10454,  S10470  (daily  ed. 
August  2,  1988)  statement  of  Senator  Helms). 

Opposing  the  amendment  was  Senator  Cran- 
ston, who  said  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate: 

“Mr.  President,  I rise  in  strong  opposition  to  the 
pending  amendment  that  would  exclude  from  coverage 
under  the  Fair  Housing  Act  a particular  mental  disorder, 
in  this  case  transvestism.” 


“Mr.  President,  this  amendment  is  not  about 
whether  or  not  this  Senator  or  particular  Senators  ap- 
proveofthe  conduct  involved  here.  Rather,  as  aprincipal 
author  of  section  504,  I see  this  amendment  as  a direct 
attack  on  the  heart  and  soul  of  anti-discrimination  laws, 
which  protect  individuals  against  discrimination  based  on 
stereotypes.  In  1973  when  section  504  was  enacted, 
Congress  recognized  that  a great  deal  of  the  discrimina- 
tionfacing disabled  individuals  is  not  the  inevitable  result 
of  their  handicapping  condition,  but,  rather,  arises  out  of 
the  false  perceptions  and  prejudices  that  others  hold 
about  individuals  who  have  those  conditions.  The  clear 
congressional  intent  was  to  sweep  broadly  — to  change 
attitudinal  barriers  which  had  served  so  unfairly  to  de- 
prive disabled  persons  of  the  rights  and  opportunities 
afforded  to  other  Americans.  ” 

“Mr.  President,  the  premise  of  section  504  is 
straightforward  - individuals  should  be  judged  on  their 
abilities,  not  on  their  disabilities.  If  a disabled  person  can 
do  the  job  and  does  not  pose  a significant  health  or  safety 
risk  to  others,  there  is  absolutely  no  justification  for  deny- 
ing him  or  her  a job.  If  he  or  she  is  otherwise  qualified  for 
an  educational  or  other  program  receiving  Federal  finan- 
cial assistance,  the  opportunity  should  not  be  denied. 
Likewise,  an  individual  should  not  be  denied  housing  on 
irrelevant  grounds.  ” 

“Mr.  President,  in  this  case  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  has  singled  out  for  exclusion  a disability 
that  is  considered  by  the  American  Psychiatric  Associa- 
tion to  be  a mental  disorder.  Despite  our  efforts  over  the 
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years  to  eliminate  the  stigma  of  mental  illnesses,  persons 
with  mental  illness  are  still  frequently  the  subject  of  dis- 
crimination because  some  individuals  have  irrational  fears 
about  them  and  are  made  uncomfortable  by  them.  Al- 
though section  504  has  been  very  successful  in  helping  in- 
dividuals with  physical  handicaps  to  be  much  more  widely 
accepted  and  integrated  into  society,  the  same  degree  of 
success  has,  unfortunately,  not  yet  been  achieved  for 
individuals  with  mental  disorders.  This  amendment  would 
single  out  one  category  of  individuals  who  are  already 
being  discriminated  against  and  say  to  them,  ‘Sorry  you 
now  have  no  protections.  Congress  has  decided  that  it  no 
longer  cares  whether  or  not  you  are  cast  out  of  our 
society. 

“Mr.  President,  it  is  ironic  that  nothing  demon- 
strates quite  as  convincingly  the  continuing  need  for  and 
the  merits  of  section  504  and  the  Fair  Housing  Act  as  this 
amendment.  It  is  an  appeal  to  our  worst  instincts  — saying 
that  we  shouldn’t  have  to  associate  with  individuals  who 
are  different  from  ourselves  because  of  the  way  they  dress 
or  their  emotional  problems.  That  is  precisely  why  vari- 
ous anti-discrimination  laws  were  enacted  — to  protect 
disabled  persons  from  irrational  judgments  and  preju- 
dices. ” 

“Mr.  President,  this  amendment  forsakes  the 
basic  principles  of  fair  play,  reason,  and  justice.  If  we  were 
to  start  excluding  one  category  of  individuals  from  cover- 
age, we  would  be  threatening  to  undermine  the  very 
essence  of  anti-discrimination  laws.  This  amendment 
could  open  the  door  to  any  number  of  attempts  to  exclude 
other  disabilities  from  this  and  other  anti-discrimination 
laws.  I would  stress  again  that  the  whole  purpose  of  the 
Fair  Housing  Act  and  other  anti-discrimination  laws  is  to 
provide  across-the-board,  evenhanded  protection,  not  to 
pick  and  choose  disabilities  we  approve  of  and  exclude 
the  ones  we  don’t.  If  we  remove  protections  from  one 
form  of  disability,  who  will  be  next?” 

“Mr.  President,  the  enactment  of  section  504 
and  of  other  important  civil  rights  measures  were  proud 
moments  in  the  history  of  the  U S.  Congress.  In  passing 
those  measures  we  were  united  in  spirit  with  the  founding 
fathers  in  moving  forward  to  ensure  that  all  Americans 
have  the  opportunity  for  the  ‘pursuit  of  happiness’  and  to 
secure  for  many  of  our  citizens  the  ‘blessings  of  liberty.  ’” 

“In  stark  contrast,  this  amendment, 
by  proposing  to  close  for  some  the  doors  of 
opportunity  we  opened  years  ago,  promises 
a retreat  from  the  historic  principles  embod- 
ied in  our  constitution  and  in  our  civil  rights 
laws.  I will  not  and  can  not  sanction  denying 
to  some  American  citizens,  those  who  may 
need  them  most,  rights  to  fair  treatment  and 
to  opportunities  to  prove  themselves  and  to 
improve  their  lives.  ” 

“Mr.  President,  the  Fair  Housing 
Act  is  designed  to  serve  a very  basic  purpose 
— to  protect  individuals  with  disabilities  from 
discrimination  that  arises  out  of  ignorance 
and  fear  about  individuals  who  are  different 


from  the  rest  of  us.  We  should  maintain  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  that  principle  and  oppose  this  amendment.  ” 

134  CONG.  REC.  S10454,  S10470  (daily  ed. 
August  2,  1988) (statement  of  Senator  Cranston) 

The  amendment  passed  the  Senate  89-2.  Sena- 
tor Kennedy,  by  the  way,  expressly  noted  that  he  had  no 
objection,  and  Senator  Heflin,  who  had  missed  the  vote, 
later  expressed  his  approval  for  it.  As  best  as  I can 
currently  ascertain,  the  House  accepted  the  amendment 
and  upon  signature  not  only  will  the  Fair  Housing  Act 
exclude  transvestites,  but  so  will  the  Rehabilitation  Act 
which  gave  rise  to  the  Blackwell  case.  It  is  unclear  whether 
the  amendment  will  affect  transsexuals.  The  amendment 
specifically  refers  to  “transvestites,”  and  there  is  some 
room,  however  limited,  to  argue  that  a TS  would  present 
a different  case  particularly  as  the  amendment  prohibits 
treating  as  handicapped  a person  “solely  because  that 
individual  is  a transvestite.” 

Even  though  Blackwell,  a case  of  very  limited 
import  even  at  its  best,  has  been  statutorily  aborted , it  does 
point  the  way  to  one  route  for  protecting  the  rights  of 
crossdressers,  one  that  may  be  more  successful  at  some 
state  or  local  levels.  Whether  this  route  is  desirable, 
however,  is  another  matter.  The  situation  is  not  unlike  that 
of  the  criminal  defendant  who,  claiming  innocence,  is  told 
by  her  lawyer  that  the  client  can  be  gotten  “off’  through 
an  insanity  plea.  The  result  may  be  desirable,  but  what  a 
way  to  go. 

What  is  particularly  disturbing,  of  course,  is  not 
the  result  but  the  willingness  of  Congress  to  so  quickly  and 
readily  consign  the  interests  of  the  gender  conflicted  to  the 
trash  can.  It  may  well  be  appropriate  to  classify  crossdressers 
as  non-handicapped,  but  some  form  of  recognition  of 
individual  rights  and  dignity  would  certainly  be  appropri- 
ate. 
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PSYCHOLOGY 


(Roger  Peo  is  a Board  certified  sexologist  and  president  of  ‘Androgyny  Unlimited’.  If  you  have 
subjects  you  would  like  Roger  to  write  about  or  questions  you  want  answered  privately,  you  may  write  to 
him  at:  P.O.  Box 4887,  Poughkeepsie,  NY 12602 1 91 4 462  7455.  All  communications  are  confidential.) 


ROGER’S  NOTEBOOK  (#22) 

Crossdressing  and  the  need  for  punishment 

By:  Roger  E.  Peo,  PhD 

Recently  I had  a phone  call  from  someone  who 
cross-dressed,  asking  why  he  often  put  himself  in  situ- 
ations in  which  he  might  be  caught  while  cross-dressed. 
This  column  comes  out  of  that  conversation. 

There  is  almost  always  some  fear  associated 
with  cross-dressing.  Some  of  it  probably  comes  from 
the  early  days  when  there  was  a chance  that  you  would 
be  caught  and  punished  for  this  behavior.  Later  fear 
might  arise  from  the  concern  that  others  could  learn  of 
your  behavior,  costing  you  friends,  family  or  your  job. 

Sometimes  this  fear  may  become  translated 
into  heightened  sexual  excitement  or  just  a general 
feeling  of  intense  awareness.  The  man  who  called  me 
seemed  to  intentionally  put  himself  in  situations  that 
might  result  in  his  being  discovered.  These  situations 
apparently  increased  the  intensity  of  the  feelings  he  got 
from  the  cross-dressing. 

Several  columns  back  I wrote  about  punish- 
ment and  cross-dressing.  In  our  society,  men  are  taught 
from  a very  early  age  that  they  must  NEVER  be  like  girls. 
This  rule  is  quickly  learned  and  often  enforced,  even 
between  adult  males.  No  matter  how  much  you  accept 
cross-dressing  as  a part  of  your  personality,  there  is  that 
subconscious  rule  that  says  you  are  doing  something 
wrong.  This  sub-  conscious  feeling  often  causes  the 
guilt  that  cross-dressers  feel.  Closely  associated  with 
this  guilt  is  the  fear  that  you  will  be  caught  and  humili- 
ated — or  worse. 

However,  at  the  same  time  this  fear  is  exciting. 
Your  adrenalin  level  is  up  and  you  feel  good.  You  are 
in  a real  push-pull  situation.  The  clothes  and  the  image 
you  project  feel  good  yet  there  is  that  subconscious 
feeling  that  you  are  bad.  Thus  the  need  to  be  punished, 
for  we  were  all  taught  that  if  we  did  something  bad,  we 
would  be  punished,  and  then  the  slate  would  be  clean. 

The  fear  and  the  excitement  are  not  bad.  Dif- 


ficulties arise  when  you  are  not  aware  of  what  is  happening 
and  allow  yourself  to  get  into  situations  that  can  create  real 
difficulties. 

Cross-dressing  will  most  likely  always  carry  some 
stigma  in  our  culture.  This  society  has  a great  deal  of 
difficulty  dealing  with  common  sexual  practices.  When  it 
comes  to  behaviors  that  most  people  do  not  understand, 
acceptance  will  be  very  slow.  This  lack  of  approval  will  force 
the  average  cross-dresser  to  be  cautious  — to  be  afraid  that 
his  need  will  be  discovered  and  that  discovery  will  create 
problems. 

I know  that  many  of  you  would  like  to  be  free  to 
wear  whatever  clothing  you  want,  whenever  you  want.  You 
are  frustrated  that  society  will  not  allow  this  behavior.  Yet, 
our  country  works  because  we  abide  by  a set  of  laws  and 
customs,  each  of  which  limits  our  behavior.  Consider  other 
cultures.  Do  you  think  that  cross-dressers  in  Russia  or  China 
have  an  easy  time?  Probably  not  and  I suspect  that  penalties 
for  such  behavior  would  be  much  more  severe  than  here. 

The  anxiety  about  being  discovered  as  a cross- 
dresser has  both  good  and  bad  sides.  In  the  end,  how  you 
deal  with  it  is  an  individual  matter.  The  point  is  to  be  aware 
of  it  and  use  it  to  your  advantage. 


ROGER’S  NOTEBOOK  (#23) 

Crossdressing  etiologies 

By:  Roger  E.  Peo,  Ph.D. 

Reprinted  in  the  July/August  issue  of  Our  Special 
Joy  was  a July  column  by  Ann  Landers.  A wife  needed 
advice  about  dealing  with  her  husband  - a cross-dresser.  A 
portion  of  Ann’s  reply  quoted  an  expert  on  the  reasons  why 
men  cross-dress.  He  was  quoted  as  saying  that  almost  all 
men  cross-dress  because  they  were  forcibly  cross-dressed  as 
a child  for  punishment  or  they  cross-dressed  to  imitate  a 
sister  who  was  daddy’s  favorite.  In  my  experience,  these 
reasons  are  simply  not  true  for  the  majority  of  men  who 
cross-dress.  In  fact,  most  men  can  not  even  say  what 
triggered  the  first  episode,  except  perhaps  for  curiosity. 
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While  this  expert  did  make  some  good  points, 
such  as  most  cross-dressers  are  not  homosexual,  he  really 
knows  very  little  about  why  anyone  cross-dresses.  In  fact, 
there  is  no  research  that  explains  or  can  predict  why  a man 
cross-dresses.  There  are  many  theories  — both  biological 
and  social  — but  none  have  been  proven. 

Why  is  it  important  to  be  able  to  explain  what 
causes  cross-dressing?  I suspect  that  such  an  explanation 
helps  to  relieve  the  guilt  that  many  cross-dressers  have.  If 
he  was  ‘forced’  to  cross-dress,  either  as  punishment  or  for 
some  other  reason,  then  it  is  not  his  fault.  Someone  else 
can  be  blamed  and  he  does  not  have  to  take  responsibility 
for  his  behavior. 

I have  talked  to  many  cross-dressers  and  other 
professionals  who  work  in  the  community.  I also  read 
everything  I can  find  on  the  subject.  Putting  all  this 
together  leads  me  to  believe  that  cross-dressjng  has  some 
kind  of  biological  component.  Perhaps  this  component 
sets  the  stage  for  cross-dressing.  When  the  right  situation 
comes  along,  the  need  to  cross-dress  begins.  Now  this  is 
just  speculation.  There  is  some  recent  research  which 
seems  to  show  that  certain  behaviors  in  young  boys  may 
be  a predictor  of  later  transvestism,  transsexualism  or 
homosexuality.  In  spite  of  this  report,  there  is  still  no  clear 
understanding  of  what  causes  these  behaviors. 

I have  speculated  before  that  transgender  behav- 
iors could  be  caused  by  differences  in  brain  structure.  It  is 
known  that  male  and  female  brains  have  different  struc- 
tures. If  a person  has  an  intermediate  structure  then  it 
seems  possible  that  this  could  cause  the  feelings  that  we 
label  transvestism  or  transsexualism.  How  they  got  this 
structure  is  unknown  - perhaps  during  the  time  they  were 
in  their  mother’s  womb  or  in  the  18  months  after  birth 
when  the  brain  is  still  developing. 

Does  all  this  make  any  real  difference?  Perhaps 
it  does  to  those  people  who  need  something  or  someone 
on  whom  to  blame  their  behavior.  For  those  who  take 
responsibility  for  their  own  actions,  the  above  discussion 
is  interesting  but  beyond  that  not  very  useful.  We  can  not 
change  brain  structure  today  and  I hope  that  we  never 
can,  for  then  it  might  be  decided  that  ‘unusual’  structures 
should  be  eliminated. 

You  are  what  you  are.  Cross-dressing  is  not  bad 
unless  you  make  it  so.  Accepting  who  you  are  and  living 
your  life  in  an  honest  manner  with  consideration  for  those 
around  you  is  the  most  any  human  being  can  do. 


ROGER’S  NOTEBOOK  (#24) 

Positive  aspects  of  crossdressing 

By:  Roger  Peo,  PhD 

I am  always  looking  for  a topic  to  write  about  in 
this  column.  As  a therapist  and  professional  advisor, 
many  of  the  cross-dressers  with  whom  I come  in  contact 
are  dealing  with  problems.  This  gives  me  a biased  view. 
When  I talked  to  my  wife  about  subjects  for  this  column, 
she  suggested  that  I write  something  positive  for  a change. 
That  sounded  good  to  me,  so  here  goes. 

Being  a cross-dresser  certainly  creates  problems. 
It  is  not  a socially  acceptable  behavior  and  so  remains 
mostly  hidden  from  view.  Going  out  in  public  is  a risky 
business  for  most  cross-dressers.  It  also  creates  problems 
within  most  intimate  relationships.  So  what  is  good  about 
it? 

First  and  most  important,  it  forces  you  to  leam 
about  yourself.  You  have  to  examine  and  deal  with  all  the 
aspects  of  your  personality.  Many  men  never  do  this 
which  can  result  in  a less  than  complete  person.  While  this 
self-examination  may  require  the  help  of  another  person, 
understanding  more  about  your  own  needs  and  drives 
gives  you  the  ability  to  be  in  control  of  your  life. 

If  you  are  to  survive  mentally  and  emotionally, 
you  have  to  leam  to  control  your  need  to  cross-dress. 
Thus,  by  its  very  nature,  you  can  leam  to  deal  with  a 
personal  dilemma  and  regulate  its  influence  on  your  life. 
To  gain  control  you  not  only  have  to  know  yourself,  but 
you  have  to  exercise  self-control. 

This  personal  understanding  and  mastery  can 
carry  over  into  other  aspects  of  your  life.  For  example,  it 
can  help  you  better  relate  to  significant  people  in  your  life. 
If  one  of  them  is  your  wife  or  girl-friend,  you  can  leam  to 
be  more  aware  of  her  needs  and  be  supportive  of  them. 
This  sensitivity  does  not  come  from  ‘exploring  femininity’ 
but  rather  from  the  knowledge  that  as  a human  being,  she 
has  problems  she  is  dealing  with,  some  of  which  come 
from  your  cross-dressing. 

What  about  the  physically  and  emotionally  pleas- 
ant aspects  of  cross-dressing?  Women’s  clothing  gener- 
ally has  a much  different  feel.  It  is  soft  and  smooth.  Skirts 
and  slips  have  a much  different  feeling  than  pants.  These 
sensual  feelings  should  be  enjoyed  and  can  be  considered 
a benefit  or  positive  aspect  of  cross-dressing. 

Yet  another  benefit  that  cross-dressers  may  get  is 
‘escape  from  the  male  role’.  In  our  society,  there  are 
significant  differences  in  what  is  allowed  for  each  gender. 
Because  men  often  think  that  women  have  fewer  pres- 
sures than  men  do,  emulation  of  a woman  allows  a 


69 


temporary  escape  from  the  demands  that  society  puts 
upon  them.  While  this  is  often  seen  as  chauvinistic  (and 
also  not  true)  by  women,  it  is  a reason  for  cross-dressing. 
To  the  extent  that  it  provides  relief  of  such  stresses,  it  can 
be  considered  an  advantage. 

So,  being  a cross-dresser  does  have  some  advan- 
tages to  outweigh  the  disadvantages.  The  most  important 
one  is  the  sensitivity  to  others  that  comes  through  better 
understanding  of  yourself.  Use  your  unique  needs  to 
grow  and  to  enjoy  a uncommon  perspective  on  being 
human. 


ROGER’S  NOTEBOOK  (#26) 

Observations  for  new  crossdressers 

By:  Roger  Peo,  PhD 

I recently  had  a request  to  write  a column  for 
those  cross-dressers  who  are  new  at  exploring  this  aspect 
of  themselves  and  perhaps  too  afraid  to  come  to  a meet- 
ing  


The  need  to  cross-dress  is  probably  one  of  the 
most  isolating  feelings  that  a person  can  have.  It  runs 
counter  to  everything  a man  is  taught  to  be.  Further, 
society  is  not  very  accepting  of  ‘deviant’  behaviors.  So 
talking  to  others  about  your  feelings  is  out,  except  for  that 
very  rare  friend  who  accepts  you  for  who  you  are.  Add  to 
this  the  drive  to  cross-dress  even  though  your  ‘conscience’ 
is  pushing  hard  in  the  other  direction.  When  you  are 
cross-dressed  there  is  the  anxiety  of  being  discovered 
which  takes  away  some  of  the  magic  of  the  cross-dressing. 
You  feel  helpless  and  out  of  control  — driven  by  forces  you 
do  not  understand. 

Through  all  of  this  is  the  loneliness.  What  you  see 
in  the  media  seems  to  be  foreign  to  you.  You  don’t  feel 
attracted  to  men.  You  really  like  women.  You  are  afraid 
to  get  into  a relationship  because  then  your  secret  would 
be  out  — or  you  would  have  to  continually  play  games  to 
prevent  being  found  out. 

Sometimes  it  would  be  nice  to  have  something  or 
someone  to  blame.  Many  people  have  searched  for  an  ex- 
planation. Perhaps  it  is  genetic,  maybe  hormonal,  or  the 
result  of  some  drugs  your  mother  took  when  she  was 
pregnant  with  you.  Well,  if  none  of  those,  then  it  must  be 
something  that  happened  during  your  early  childhood.  It 
is  your  father’s  fault  for  being  away  or  being  very  strict.  It 
is  your  mother’s  fault  because  she  never  let  you  do  all  the 
“boy  things”  you  wanted  to  do.  On  and  on  this  search 
goes  and  no  answer  has  yet  been  found. 


the  past.  This  can  be  both  a comfort  and  a very  upsetting 
realization.  It  means  coming  to  terms  with  yourself,  here 
and  now,  in  the  present  and  in  the  future.  Somewhere  in 
this  search  you  will  find  you  have  the  power  to  control 
your  own  life.  That  is  the  scariest  part,  for  bound  up  in  that 
control  is  the  taking  of  responsibility  for  your  actions. 

Some  of  you  who  have  read  this  far  may  say, 
“The  man  has  become  a philosopher.  What  I need  is 
some  good,  practical  advice!”.  OK,  how  do  you  put  this 
‘philosophy’  into  practice?  There  is  no  simple  answer. 
You  can  not  take  a pill  and  no  therapist  (or  anyone  else) 
can  do  it  for  you.  It  takes  hard  work. 

First,  you  need  to  start  believing  that  you  are  OK. 
Sure,  you  like  to  cross-dress.  Sure,  it  is  not  socially 
acceptable  but  it  does  not  mean  you  have  to  stop.  Some- 
where in  here  you  need  to  stop  feeling  sorry  for  yourself. 
EVERYONE  has  some  kind  of  problem  that  makes  for 
rough  spots  in  life.  Yours  happens  to  be  cross-dressing. 
Also,  it  is  important  for  you  to  know  that  being  male  is  not 
all  bad.  In  fact,  if  you  stop  to  think  about  it,  there  are  some 
advantages  in  being  male.  So,  in  many  ways  you  have  the 
best  of  both  worlds,  for  you  get  to  experience  something 
of  each. 

You  have  an  advantage.  You  know  there  are  other 
people  with  similar  feelings.  Talk  to  them,  find  out  how 
they  handled  their  needs.  Consider  the  thousands  of 
cross-dressers  who  think  they  alone  have  these  feelings. 
Remember  when  you  were  one  of  them?  Things  could  be 
a lot  worse 
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In  the  end  you  come  to  the  realization  that  there 
is  no  answer  and  even  if  there  were  it  is  too  late  to  change 
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AN  EDITORIAL  - AND  AN  APPEAL 

By:  Robin  Esch 

I want  to  talk  first  about  my  involvement  in  my 
local  organization,  the  Tiffany  Club,  and  then  about  my 
involvement  in  our  national  organization,  IFGE.  The  two 
organizations  are  quite  distinct  now  (incidentally,  news 
that  needs  to  get  to  some  who  belong  to  one  and  wonder 
why  they  don’t  receive  the  newsletter  of  the  other). 

I am  currently  running  for  president  of  the  Tif- 
fany Club  - to  my  utter  surprise.  I am  also  running  for  the 
Tiffany  Club  Board  of  Directors.  Why?  Well,  I decided  to 
stop  complaining  and  start  doing  something.  I decided 
that  Tiffany  is  of  such  great  importance  as  a social  institu- 
tion that  its  natural  members,  such  as  myself,  should  put 
whatever  work  they  can  into  Tiffany.  Currently  many  are, 
and  I should  join  them. 

For  the  first  year  and  a half  that  I belonged  to 
Tiffany  I went  to  the  house  only  a half-dozen  times. 
Typically  I found  a small  group  sitting  around  the  kitchen 
table,  smoking  and  talking  about  sports.  They  were  nice 
people,  but  this  was  not  matching  my  own  personal  needs 
very  well.  Then  I went  for  three  days  to  the  Tiffany  Spring 
Provincetown  Outing,  and  ZOWIE!.  my  life  was  suddenly 
and  forever  changed.  I met  all  sorts  of  wonderful,  beau- 
tiful people,  many  of  whom  have  become  lifelong  friends. 
I became  committed  to  the  cross-gender  movement,  and 
resolved  to  go  to  the  first  IFGE  Convention  in  Chicago, 
where  I met  more  beautiful  people,  including  Merissa.  I 
became  active  in  IFGE. 

I learned  about  other 
organizations,  and  the 
outreach  and  inreach 
and  public  action  they 
were  doing,  which  of- 
ten far  exceeded  any- 
thing I had  seen  at  Tif- 
fany. 

I was  tempted 
at  that  point  to  take  the 
attitude  “who  needs 
Tiffany?”  Then  I real- 
ized that  Tiffany  is  too 
important  an  organiza- 
tion to  neglect.  In  our 
complicated  modem 
society  it  is  through  our 
organizations,  such  as 
Tiffany,  that  we  can 
have  a voice  in  chang- 
ing the  world.  True, 
each  of  us  needs  to  stand 


up  as  an  individual  and  be  counted,  but  we  need  a place 
to  stand  up  in.  We  need  to  be  part  of  an  institution  with 
some  clout. 

My  natural  home  organization  is  Tiffany.  I need 
Tiffany,  and  as  a dedicated  member  of  the  cross-gender 
movement  I need  to  do  what  I can  to  sustain  and  improve 
Tiffany.  Whatever  it’s  current  problems,  Tiffany  embod- 
ies huge  amounts  of  developmental  work  by  talented, 
dedicated,  wonderful  people.  Through  this  work  Tiffany 
has  become  a resource  of  immense  present  and  potential 
value.  If  Tiffany  were  to  die  (perish  the  thought! ) it  would 
take  huge  investments  in  time  and  energy  to  create  any- 
thing comparable. 

My  vice-presidential  running  mate,  who  has  put 
orders  of  magnitude  more  work  into  Tiffany  than  I have, 
was  humorously  accused  by  one  member  of  “trying  to 
take  over  Tiffany”.  This  is  ironic,  as  I can  hardly  imagine 
anyone  more  unassuming,  gentle  and  laid-back.  But  the 
remark  is  doubly  ironic  in  that  of  course  - whoever  does 
the  work  and  takes  charge  ipso  facto  sets  the  direction  of 
the  organization.  True,  you  can’t  totally  redirect  and 
institution  (you  can’t  change  and  Elk’s  Club  into  a ballet 
company),  but  within  broad  limits  our  institutions  have 
their  tone  and  mission  and  modus  operand  i determined 
by  the  people  who  are  in  charge  and  doing  the  work.  In 
my  life  there  has  been  more  than  one  institution  which 
firstly,  through  the  influence  of  a group  in  which  I was  a 
principal,  was  turned  to  doing  what  I personally  wanted  it 
to  be  doing,  and  secondly,  after  my  active  involvement 
ended,  was  turned  by  others  in  a different  direction,  inline 
with  their  desires  and  enthusiasms.  That  is  the  way  of  the 
world. 
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That  brings  me  finally  to  the  point.  I hear  a lot  of 
criticism  of  IFGE  - and  that’s  good.  1FGE  needs  to  be 
criticized,  constructively  that  is,  and  managed  and  guided 
by  capable  and  dedicated  people.  However,  it  distresses 
me  to  hear  “I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  IFGE  if  thus- 
and-so  doesn’t  happen”,  and  “if  IFGE  doesn’t  do  thus- 
and-such  I’m  dropping  out”,  and  “who  needs  IFGE”.  I 
submit  that  I need  IFGE,  and  you  need  IFGE  (unless  you 
are  just  reading  Tap>estry  to  get  material  for  your  term 
paper  in  a human  sexuality  class).  IFGE  is  an  institution 
that  has  the  capability  of  effecting  changes  and  improve- 
ments in  cross-gender  issues  that  are  crucial  to  our  well- 
being. There  is  no  other  institution  on  the  scene  that  has 
that  capability,  or  is  likely  to  get  it  in  the  near  future.  True, 
we  have  some  wonderful  local  organizations,  but  who 
other  than  IFGE  can  speak  for  all  of  us?  What  other 
organization  is  likely  in  the  next  ten  years  to  get  the 
national  credibility  that  is  within  IFGE’s  grasp  this  year? 
At  what  cost?  Even  if  we  were  to  scrap  IFGE  and  start 
over,  how  can  we  tell  if  the  replacement  that  we  come  up 
with  in  ten  years  won’t  have  problems  as  bad  or  worse 
than  IFGE’s  problems  today? 

OK  I care  about  cross-gender  issues  on  the  local 
level,  so  I should  get  involved  with  Tiffany  and  work  to 
improve  Tiffany.  I care  about  cross-gender  issues  on  the 
national  (and  indeed  international)  level  so  I should  get 
involved  with  IFGE  and  work  to  improve  IFGE. 

We  have  just  voted  for  members  of  the  IFGE 
Board  of  Directors,  and  I was  glad  to  see  among  the 
candidates  several  distinguished  leaders  who  have  been 
critical  of  IFGE.  I voted  for  them,  and  I very  much  hope 
that  they  will  be  elected,  and  will  put  their  immense  talents 
to  work  within  IFGE,  providing  direction  and  also  needed 
redirection. 

I want  all  of  our  leaders  and  our  local  organiza- 
tions to  have  representation  on  the  IFGE  Board.  I want  us 
to  express  our  different  viewpoints  and  complaints  in  the 
Board,  not  just  in  our  various  newsletters.  I want  the 
Board  to  become  a forum  for  negotiation  and  conflict 
resolution.  It  won’t  be  easy,  as  anyone  who  has  studied 
the  American  Continental  Congress  knows.  But  history 
demands  it  of  us.  I want  all  of  us,  in  the  style  of  the  modem 
assertive  woman  and  modem  liberated  man,  to  negotiate 
our  differences,  agree  to  disagree  when  necessary,  and 
together  steer  IFGE  through  its  stormy  adolescence.  We 
simply  must  see  to  it  that  the  cohesive  forces  in  our 
community  exceed  the  centrifugal  forces. 


COMMENTARY: 

THE  CASE  OF  THE  MISSING  BOX 

By: 

Robin  Esch 

As  an  eager  student  of  sociology,  especially  as 
concerns  masculine  and  feminine  behavior,  I have  fre- 
quently encountered  the  assertion  that  women  have  some 
special  problems  with  conflict  resolution,  and  frequently 
cant  deal  with  conflict  other  than  by  walking  away  from  it. 
Of  course  it  is  very  unfair  to  make  this  a stereotypical  claim 
about  all  women,  and  indeed  the  woman  who  combines 
assertive  behavior  with  the  feminine  talent  of  getting  at 
underlying  feeling  levels  can  be  superbly  effective  at 
conflict  resolution.  Nevertheless  the  assertion  keeps  crop- 
ping up,  and  does  seem  to  apply  in  many  cases.  It  also 
seems  to  have  some  important  implications  in  the  cross- 
gender movement.  Could  it  be  that,  in  expressing  and 
developing  our  feminine  persona  we  lack  role  models  that 
are  both  feminine  and  effectual  in  conflict  situations? 

At  a women’s  leadership  conference  I attended 
last  month  a major  point  was  made  about  “the  problem  of 
the  missing  middle  box”.  The  leader  drew  two  boxes,  with 
dark  solid  line  boundaries,  on  either  side  of  a middle  box 
shown  with  light  dotted  lines.  In  the  dark  box  at  one  end 
she  wrote  words  like  “nice”,  “sweet”,  “feminine”,  “soft”, 
“weak”,  “submissive”,  “doormat”.  At  the  other  end  she 
put  in  the  words  “strong”,  “bossy”,  “loud”,  “pushy”, 
“bitchy”,  “aggressive”,  “unfeminine”,  “unlovable”.  Her 
point  was  that  many  women  have  only  these  two  choices, 
have  not  developed  a middle  box,  with  terms  like  “femi- 
nine but  assertive”,  “effectual”,  “principled”,  “caring but 
self-respecting”,  “up  front”,  “attractive”,  “taken  seri- 
ously”. 

Many  of  us  in  the  cross-gender  community  have 
an  analogous  problem:  we  also  have  only  two  boxes  at 
our  disposal.  We  also  lack  a middle  box  with  the  best  of 
both  extremes  in  it.  One  of  our  boxes  is  labeled  “mascu- 
line”, “strong”,  “tough”,  “crude”,  “left  brain”,  “aggres- 
sive”, “hard  bargainer”,  “argumentative”,  “unfemin- 
ine”. Our  other  box  is  pretty  much  like  the  weak  woman 
box.  Unfortunately,  so  far,  this  weak  woman  box  may 
represent  the  only  way  we  have  available  to  remain  in  a 
feminine  behavior  mode. 

We  also  need  to  middle  box,  and  without  it  a 
conflict  situation  (such  as,  perhaps,  working  to  improve 
IFGE!)  is  particularly  difficult  for  us,  because  we  are  left 
with  only  three  alternatives: 
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(i)  to  get  into  a behavior  mode  that  we  associate 
with  masculine,  which  may  be  seriously  dysphoric  for  us 
and  which  in  any  case  we  and  our  friends  dislike; 

(ii)  to  go  into  doormat  mode  and  lose  self-re- 
spect; or 

(iii)  to  walk  away  - to  pick  up  our  marbles  and  go 
home  because  the  others  won’t  play  the  way  we  want 
them  to  and  we  haven’t  yet  developed  the  social  skills  to 
get  them  to  change. 

Our  cultural  surroundings  aren’t  very  helpful  - 
marilyn  Monroe  imitations  are  more  highly  regarded  than, 
say,  Sandra  Day  O’Connor  imitations  (don’t  get  me 
wrong  - 1 love  Marilyn!  - but...).  Society  had  revealing, 
and  discouraging  reactions  to  Geraldine  Ferraro’s  vice 
presidential  candidacy,  and  has  since  done  its  best  to 
forget  all  about  her.  But  how  about  the  wonderful  model 
of  the  effectual  woman  of  Dustin  Hoffman  in  “Tootsie”? 
Times  are  improving!  Let’s  add  a fourth  alternative  to  the 
list: 


(iv)  to  hang  in,  toe  to  toe  if  necessary,  without  on 
the  one  hand  selling  out,  or  on  the  other  hand  losing  our 
cool;  to  negotiate  effectually  without  being  pulled  off 
center. 

The  value  of  this  ability  is  not  limited  to  our  cross- 
gender movement,  but  extends  to  every  person  and  every 
institution  throughout  society.  That  gives  me  the  hope 
and  belief  that  we  in  the  cross-gender  movement  can 
make  important  contributions  to  world  progress!  Let’s 
hear  it  for  the  middle  box! 


PUBLIC  SPEAKING 


LOOKS  AREN’T  EVERYTHING  - 
BUT  THEY  SURE  DO  MAKE  A DIFFERENCE 


By: 

Naomi  Owen 


At  the  recent  IFGE  convention  Eve  and  I led  a 
communications  seminar.  We  concluded  with  the  follow- 
ing advice  for  crossdressers  who  will  be  making  public 
appearances  before  a “live”  audience  or  on  television: 

“IMPRESSIONS!  It  may  be  difficult  for  you  to 
understand  this,  but  the  overall  impression  you  leave  with 
your  audience  counts  as  much  as,  or  more  than,  your 
actual  words.  Audience  studies  clearly  indicate  that  they 
vividly  remember  your  appearance,  style,  and  body  lan- 
guage first.  They  may  never  get  to  your  message  if  you 
initially  turn  them  off.  Thus,  your  greatest  assets  could  be 
your  appearance,  and  warmth,  friendliness,  personality,  a 
sense  of  humor,  and  a big  smile.” 

Several  recent  incidents  reveal  the  importance 
that  appearance  plays  when  you  are  in  public.  In  Febru- 
ary, five  Chi  Chapter  members,  including  myself,  spoke  at 
the  College  of  DuPage.  Following  our  appearance,  a 
student  wrote:  “There  is  one  thing  I don’t  understand. 
Why  do  they  wear  such  ugly  clothes?  None  of  them  were 
overly  sized,  so  why  buy  ugly  clothes?  Maybe  they  want 
to  be  recognized  (“read”)  or  use  it  (their  clothes)  as  a 
center  of  attention.” 


In  March,  Eve  and  I appeared  before  a human 
sexuality  class  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin  in  Green 
Bay.  At  the  next  class  session,  several  students  com- 
mented to  the  professorthat  although  we  “looked  good”, 
they  still  expected  us  to  be  younger  and  more  “glamour- 
ous”. As  the  professor  summarized  in  a letter  to  us:  “Ido 
not  think  the  students  were  criticizing  you  for  lack  of 
glamour,  for  they  did  comment  very  favorably  on  your 
style  and  warmth,  but  were  revealing  something  about 
gender  and  age  stereotypes  they  hold.  We  have  had 
discussions  before  on  their  reactions  to  images  of  people 
who  do  not,  in  their  body  style,  fit  the  general  media 
images  which  bombard  us,  and  I often  remind  them  that 
few  of  us  at  any  age  fit  those  images.” 

In  1983  I was  a guest  on  the  David  Susskind 
Show  with  another  crossdresser  I hadn’t  met  before. 
When  she  walked  into  the  studio  dressed  in  seven-inch 
heels,  fish-net  stockings,  a very  short  skirt  over  several 
bouffant  petticoats,  a skin-tight  top  covering  enormous 
breasts,  long  wild  hair,  too  much  makeup,  and  gaudy 
jewelry,  my  heart  sank.  How  different  she  was  from  me. 
She  didn’t  appear  to  be  interested  in  “passing”  or  “look- 
ing good”;  she  was  only  interested  in  creating  the  image 
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of  a hooker.  While  on  the  air  she  related  that  the 
consequences  of  her  appearing  in  public  while  crossdr essed 
in  this  style  were  that  she  was  ridiculed  by  women,  insulted 
by  men,  and  had  even  been  physically  abused  by  several 
persons  who  thought  that  because  of  her  appearance, 
that’s  what  she  wanted.  She  insisted  that  all  she  wanted 
was  to  be  left  alone  to  “do  her  thing”,  yet  her  appearance 
sent  out  a very  different  message.  No  wonder  she  was 
treated  the  way  she  was. 

Because  crossdressing  is  initially  visual,  even  to 
other  crossdressers,  it  can,  and  usually  does,  elicit  an 
immediate  reaction.  Your  appearance  does  send  a mes- 
sage. Women,  more  so  than  men,  are  aware  of  that. 
Women  begin  focusing  on  their  appearance  at  an  early 
age.  They  experiment  with  cosmetics,  color,  hair  style, 
and  clothes  while  we  are  learning  how  to  bunt,  punt,  and 
dunk.  Women  learn  how  to  use  their  appearance  to 
attract  attention,  when  they  want  it.  They  learn  how  to  feel 
good  by  looking  good.  They  leam  that  personal  appear- 
ance and  good  grooming  does  make  a difference  in  how 
they  are  accepted  by  others.  They  leam  that  ill-fitting 
clothes,  unkept  hair,  and  poor  personal  hygiene  create  a 
negative  image.  They  leam  that  even  subtle  differences, 


such  as  aroma,  can  be  created  by  using  the  “right” 
perfume.  Do  women  have  to  comply  with  “higher” 
appearance  standards  than  men?  I don’t  think  so.  It’sjust 
that  women  are  more  aware  of  what  those  standards  are 
and  what  impact  compliance,  or  non-compliance,  with 
those  standards  have  on  the  way  they  are  treated  by 
others. 

Are  blonds  dumb?  Redheads  sexy?  Or,  bru- 
nettes dull?  Nothing  could  be  further  from  the  truth  yet 
society  still  clings  to  these  stereotypes.  In  this  society,  if 
you  dress  like  a hooker,  you  will  be  treated  like  a hooker. 
If  you  dress  like  a “lady”,  you  will  be  treated  like  a lady. 

My  point  is  simple.  In  making  public  appear- 
ances, the  appearance  factor  is  critical.  The  initial  visual 
impact  you  present  may  determine  the  success  of  your 
appearance.  The  advice  Eve  and  I gave  at  IFGE  concern- 
ing appearance  was  right  on  target. 


Big  city  Woman  by  Linda 


Meanwhile,  back 
at  the  meeting 
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(Cartoon:  Unda  Buten,  Crass-Rort) 
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“We  do  not  want  your  sympathy  nor  your  pity,  we  want  your  love  and  respect 
We  are  not  looking  for  society’s  toleration,  a ‘let  live’  policy  which  would  simply  relegate  us  to  a 
second-best  kind  of  life,  we  want  to  partake  of  the  richness  of  life  and  be  a part  of  the  mainstream  of 
society.”1 


OUR  GHETTO 

By: 

Janice  Van  Cleve 


We  transvestites  are  a diverse  lot,  some  happy 
with  partial  crossdressing  once  in  a while  and  others 
desiring  nothing  less  than  full  time  lives  as  women.  Yet  we 
are  all  bound  by  the  same  desire  for  space  and  time  to 
express  our  femininity  in  ways  that  are  meaningful  to  us. 
Space  and  Time,  and  the  acceptance  of  others,  is  what 
causes  us  to  form  groups  like  the  Emerald  City  for  mutual 
growth  and  support. 

This  is  by  no  means  unusual.  Minorities  have 
always  banded  together  in  the  face  of  a hostile  majority. 
Ostracized  by  society,  denied  normal  avenues  for  expres- 
sion and  growth,  minorities  form  their  own  social  struc- 
tures, their  own  networks,  and  their  own  myth  and  culture 
- in  effect,  their  own  reality.  Immigrants  to  America 
huddled  into  their  ethnic  neighborhoods,  gays  formed 
their  separate  paraculture,  and  for  centuries  the  Jews  have 
withdrawn  to  their  ghettos. 

Eventually  a few  courageous  individuals  ven- 
tured out  of  this  isolation,  braving  the  resistance  of  the 
majority  and  the  charge  of  treason  by  their  minority.  They 
are  alone,  fighting  for  the  rights  of  their  people  often 
without  their  people’s  support.  Why  do  they  doit?  Partly, 
I think,  because  the  culture  of  the  ghetto  becomes  too 
stifling  and  partly  because  they  have  evolved  an  identity 
beyond  the  narrow  limits  of  their  minority. 

Through  their  example,  society  matures  and  in 
maturing,  becomes  more  open  to  assimilating  the  rest  of 
the  minority.  The  few  blaze  the  trail  for  the  others.  The 
ghetto  disappears  as  the  minority  accepts  the  values  of  the 
majority  and  the  majority,  in  turn,  includes  into  its  culture 
the  values  of  the  minority.  We  see  this  in  Seattle  as  the 
larger  public  shares  in  a cosmopolitan  array  of  events 
ranging  from  Norwegian  Independence  Day  to  Gay  Pride 
Week.  We  are  no  longer  asians,  blacks,  or  whites,  but  all 
Seattleites.  We  send  gays  to  our  state  legislature  and  our 
church  leaders  hold  interdenominational  breakfasts  monthly. 

We  transvestites  have  to  emerge  from  two  ghet- 
tos in  order  to  taste  the  benefits  of  sharing  fully  and  freely 
in  society:  the  personal  ghetto  of  our  individual  closets 
and  the  group  ghetto  of  our  transvestite  minority.  The 
various  transvestite  organizations  throughout  the  country 


have  done  wonderful  work  in  helping  our  sisters  venture 
forth  from  private  closets,  but  their  ultimate  value  will  be 
measured  in  how  well  they  help  us  emerge  from  our 
minority  ghetto  into  an  accepted  part  of  the  majority. 

Unfortunately  some  groups  fall  short  of  the  mark. 
Their  social  calendar  is  merely  a list  of  secret  home 
gatherings  and  their  activity  is  focused  narrowly  inward 
on  their  own  club.  They  offer  their  members  little  more 
than  a bigger  closet;  and  to  the  world,  nothing.  Others 
take  a more  active  public  role:  NWGA  builds  bridges  to 
the  gay  community,  IFGE  sponsors  national  conventions, 
Renaissance  goes  on  television,  ETVC  supports  legal 
defense  against  attacks  on  our  people,  Bouton  & Park 
gives  classes  at  local  schools,  and  the  Emerald  City  passes 
laws  and  promotes  business  contracts.  For  these  groups, 
and  their  lucky  members,  we  are  at  that  terrifying,  exciting, 
dangerous,  and  wonderful  stage  of  “coming  out”  as  a first 
step  toward  assimilation  into  mainstream  society. 

What  gays  are  saying  applies  equally  to  us:  “I 
think  there’s  a real  need...  for  gays  [read  transvestites]  to 
be  visible’  ’ , says  one  UBC  student,  “not  that  we  should  try 
to  conform,  or  give  up  the  ground  we’ve  gained  - but  to 
educate  people,  and  educate  them  by  being  seen.  By 
taking  the  fear  out  of  it.”  Psychotherapist  Charles  Har- 
baugh,  Doctor  of  Gay  Studies  in  Seattle,  believes  that  gays 
[again  read  transvestites]  have  to  learn  to  be  visible,  as  gay 
people.  “We  have  to  get  over  ourselves,  literally.  We  can 
only  assimilate  if  it’s  all  right  to  be  who  we  are.”2 

The  ghetto  is  not  as  safe  as  it  may  seem  - in  fact, 
it  is  very  dangerous  to  us  all: 

First,  by  shunning  public  exposure  we  perpetu- 
ate their  ignorance  and  suspicion.  This  is  fertile  ground  for 
breeding  mistrust,  fear,  hatred,  and  ultimately,  persecu- 
tion. The  Jews  learned  this  bitter  lesson  all  too  well  in 
Europe  and  have  not  made  the  same  mistake  in  America, 
where  they  have  fully  assimilated  to  the  degree  that  they 
are  all  but  invisible  - that  is,  not  an  issue.  (Wouldn’t  we  like 
to  be  a non-issue?) 

Second,  by  neglecting  to  stage  frequent  social 
excursions  to  public  places,  like  theaters,  restaurants  and 
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public  events,  we  lose  credibility  with  the  vendors  with 
whom  we  worked  so  hard  to  win  their  support. 

Third,  by  depending  too  much  on  our  leaders  to 
hostess  gatherings  in  their  homes  or  to  carry  out  our  public 
outreach,  we  take  them  for  granted  and  fail  to  grow 
ourselves.  This  is  foolhardy,  for  our  leaders  will  not  be 
here  forever.  Some  will  assimilate  completely  and  leave  us 
behind  while  others  will  bum  out.  Then  what  will  you  do 
or  where  will  you  go? 

There  is  another  danger  as  well.  Just  as  bizarre 
plants  can  be  grown  under  unnatural  conditions  in  a 
hothouse,  we  transvestites  can  grow  our  own  aberrational 
fantasies  under  the  artificial  conditions  of  a ghetto/closet. 
Psychology  books  are  full  of  weird  behaviors  and  exotic 
fetishes  of  transvestites  (and  others)  who  have  fermented 
too  long  in  their  private  closets  without  benefit  of  expo- 
sure to  public  reality.  And  pomographers  and  the  media 
are  quick  to  profit  from  this  repressed  sexuality  for  their 
own  selfish  ends.  Their  misrepresentations  acquire  valid- 
ity from  the  very  fantasies  they  foster  in  those  who  refuse 
the  challenge  of  real  growth. 

It  is  time  for  the  transvestite  organizations  to  lead 
the  way  toward  assimilation  into  the  social  mainstream. 
And  each  of  us  as  individuals  bears  the  challenge  and  the 
responsibility  to  make  a personal  public  statement  of  our 
existence.  Not  all  of  us  are  prepared  yet  to  step  boldly  into 
the  public  spotlight,  but  each  of  us  can,  in  our  own  way, 
“come  out  of  the  closet”  to  assert  our  unique  identity.  We 
exist!  We  are  real!  We  are  not  weird  or  sick  - simply 
different.  Our  gift  to  the  world  is  a good  gift  and  worth 
giving;  and  our  world  needs  our  gift.  It  will  be  painful  and 
there  risks;  but  the  benefits  to  ourselves  as  WHOLE 
human  beings  and  the  benefits  to  society  justify  the  cost. 
As  Wendi  Pierce,  IFGE 
Chairwoman,  says:  Go  for 
it! 


1 quoted  from  Del  Martin 
from  Seattle’s  Guide  Maga- 
zine. She  was  speaking  of 
lesbians,  but  her  words  are 
just  as  valid  for  us. 

2 Both  quotations  taken 
from  the  article  in  Guide 
Magazine. 


(Edited  from  Vol  2 No  4,  Renaissance 
News,  published  by  Renaissance,  P.O.  Bax  1263, 
King  of  Prussia,  PA  19406) 


TO  PASS  OR  NOT  TO  PASS 
By: 

JoAnn  Roberts 


I so  often  hear  from  TV  sisters  about  how  they 
went  out  somewhere  and  “passed”.  They  are  so  excited 
that  they  were  able  to  be  out  in  public  and  be  themselves 
that  I just  don’t  have  the  heart  to  tell  them  the  truth.  The 
truth  is  that  very,  very  few  TVs  are  able  to  pass.  What  is 
happening  is  that  the  girls  are  confusing  social  tolerance  or 
indifference  with  being  accepted  as  a female.  More  often 
than  not,  John  Q.  and  Jane  Q.  Public  are  too  wrapped  up 
in  their  own  worlds  to  notice  us  as  we  “pass”  by  them.  If 
we  have  done  a good  job  of  makeup  and  our  clothing  is 
appropriate  for  the  time  and  season,  they  will  assume  that 
we  are  what  we  appear  to  be;  women.  That,  however,  is 
not  passing  as  a female.  One  slip  is  all  it  takes  to  jar  the 
attention  of  the  casual  observer  into  the  realization  that 
something  is  amiss,  and  that  you  ain’t  a miss. 

At  the  risk  of  creating  unnecessary  labels,  one  can 
postulate  a series  of  stages  which,  with  a great  deal  of 
practice,  can  lead  to  passing.  The  first  stage  is  one  which 
I just  described,  being  casually  mistaken  as  a female.  The 
next  stage  is  when  your  appearance  can  withstand  close 
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scrutiny,  say  from  within  two  feet  of  another  person.  The 
third  stage  is  more  difficult,  but  obtainable  for  many,  and 
that  is  a brief  conversation.  If  you  can  reach  stage  three 
you’re  doing  great  and  you  probably  are  one  of  those 
people  who  really  can  “pass”.  The  next  obvious  stage  is 
to  be  able  to  engage  in  prolonged  conversation  and  not 
have  your  listener  “read”  you.  The  lastand  ultimate  stage 
occurs  when  you  are  accepted  for  a female  regardless  of 
your  mode  of  dress. 

Now  think  about  this.  It  takes  most  transsexuals 
about  two  years  of  living  full  time  as  a woman  to  develop 
their  new  personas.  They  spend  24  hours  a day  working 
on  their  movements,  actions,  speech  patterns,  etc. , so  that 
they  will  be  able  to  live  and  work  within  our  society  and  be 
accepted  as  a female.  Isn’t  it  a little  presumptuous  to 
assume  that  a TV  who  gets  out  in  public  once  or  twice  a 
year,  or  even  once  or  twice  a month,  is  passing?  I have 
had  sisters  recount  to  me  their  exploits  in  shopping  malls 
or  downtown  areas  and  I tell  you  they  would  not  fool  my 
three  year  old  niece  into  thinking  they  were  women. 

So  what  happens?  They  delude  themselves  into 
believing  that  they  can  now  go  anywhere,  anytime  when 
crossdressed.  And,  the  next  time  they  get  “read”,  they’re 
crushed. 


The  goal  that  both  TVs  and  TSs  should  be  work- 
ing toward  is  one  of  self-confidence  and  internal  valida- 
tion. I have  heard  stories  about  TVs  who  “look  down” 
upon  those  who  do  not  appear  totally  feminine  and  I have 
heard  stories  about  TSs  who  have  committed  suicide 
because  they  could  not  make  the  grade  as  a woman.  In 
both  cases  these  people  are  overlooking  the  more  impor- 
tant aspect  of  self  worth.  Your  value  as  a human  being  is 
intrinsic  and  not  in  any  way  related  to  whether  or  not  you 
can  pass. 

Being  the  best  you  can  be  is  a laudable  goal  in 
any  endeavor,  but  “passing”  should  not  be  the  end  all  of 
your  existence.  The  question  to  ask  is,  “Can  I pass  for  a 
Human  Being?”  When  the  answer  is  “YES”,  then  be 
proud  of  yourself! 


(Edited  from  Vol  1 No  3,  Renaissance  News, 
published  by  Renaissance,  P.O.  Box  1263,  King  of  Prus- 
sia, PA  19406) 

HOW  DO  YOU  HANDLE  A READ? 

By: 

Angela  Gardner 

You’ve  just  spent  hours  shaving,  putting  on 
makeup,  slipping  into  your  nicest  conservative  daytime 
outfit.  You’ve  primped  and  plucked  and  powdered.  You 
top  it  off  with  your  sexy  new  lipstick,  take  a final  look  in  the 
mirror  at  the  gorgeous,  passable  woman  there  and  climb 
into  your  car.  As  you  drive  to  your  objective  for  the  day, 
perhaps  a trip  to  a friendly  store,  a walk  through  a distant 
mall  or  dinner  with  a friend,  you  feel  confident  and 
feminine.  The  jangled  nerves  of  getting  to  the  car  and  out 
of  your  neighborhood  are  beginning  to  settle  down. 

Then,  as  you  wait  at  a red  light  with  your  hands 
on  the  wheel  in  your  most  graceful  pose,  you  hear  an 
ominous  sound.  Astrange  cackling  and  hooting  is  coming 
from  the  car  next  to  you  or  behind  you  or  across  the 


intersection.  Yes,  you’ve  just  been  read. 

At  this  point,  most  of  us  are  more  than  a little  red 
at  being  read.  No  one  likes  to  feel  that  she  wasted  the  two 
or  three  hours  of  preparation  time  spent  that  day,  not  to 
mention  the  hours  and  hours  of  perfecting  her  feminine 
ways  in  the  past  years  just  to  be  read  by  the  first  carload  of 
cretins  to  drive  by.  How  do  you  deal  with  being  read? 
What  should  you  do  and  what  shouldn’t  you  do? 

You  should  not  try  to  hide.  Get  away  from  the 
area  certainly,  but  don’t  hide.  That  only  draws  more 
attention  to  yourself.  Lying  down  on  the  car  seat  or 
jumping  behind  a bush  may  seem  like  the  only  thing  to  do, 
but  it  is  not  something  a woman  would  do.  The  act  of 
hiding  will  only  confirm  your  reader’s  assessment  of  your 
gender.  Move  away  from  them  with  dignity.  As  for  their 
derision,  take  it  until  you  can  move  away. 

The  words,  ‘take  it’  really  sum  up  what  your 
attitude  must  be.  If  a group  of  immature  jerks  were 
laughing  and  pointing  at  a woman,  she  might  wonder 
what  they  were  so  excited  about,  but  she  would  not  do 
anything  other  than  ignore  them.  There  is  nothing  you 
can  do  to  convince  your  tormentors  that  you  are  a real 
woman  or  that  they  should  pick  up  a dictionary  and  learn 
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the  meaning  of  the  word  ‘tolerance’.  If  they  decide  you 
are  a man  in  drag,  all  you  can  do  is  not  react  and  hope  to 
leave  them  with  some  doubts.  Try  to  appear  as  if  you 
don’t  know  that  they  even  exist.  Look  straight  ahead , play 
with  the  radio  or  study  your  manicure.  Don’t  get  aggres- 
sive yourself.  Don’t  make  obscene  gestures  or  tell  them 
what  you  think  of  their  manners  or  parentage.  That  type 
of  response  could  make  you  a candidate  for  plastic  sur- 
gery, even  if  you  didn’t  need  it  before.  Of  course,  you 
could  adopt  a belligerent  attitude  if  you  packed  a .357  in 
your  purse,  but  we  get  enough  bad  image  stuff  from  TV- 
killers  in  the  movies.  Besides,  it  isn’t  ladylike! 

To  some,  it  may  sound  sexist  to  insist  on  your 
acting  passive.  Passive  worked  for  Gandhi.  Give  it  a try. 
Granted,  there  are  women  who  would  not  take  the  kind  of 
harassment  you  might  be  subjected  to,  but  one  of  them  is 
not  there  to  help  you  out.  Violent  responses  will  not  help 
you  or  change  your  tormentor’s  attitude.  It’s  a lot  more 
embarrassing  to  be  in  the  emergency  room  with  a ripped 
dress,  tom  stockings  and  a fat  lip  than  it  is  to  take  a little 
abuse  while  remaining  dignified  and  demure. 

What  does  it  mean  to  be  read?  Not  all  reads  are 
as  raucous  as  the  example  I’ve  just  used.  Sometimes  you 
will  be  in  a public  place  and  you  will  see  someone’s  lips 
move  in  the,  “It’s  a man”  pattern.  What  do  you  do  about 
that?  Well,  you’re  most  likely  not  facing  any  physical 
danger  so  what’s  the  big  deal?  You’ve  just  entertained  a 
bored  housewife  or  an  accountant  whose  idea  of  excite- 
ment is  a new  calculator.  Ignore  them.  Go  on  about  your 
business  and  continue  to  act  like  a woman.  You  will  stop 
being  a novelty  if  you  just  continue  to  do  what  you’re 
doing.  If  they  absolutely  won’t  stop  staring,  try  staring 
back  and  smile!  Most  likely  they  will  turn  away  and  try  to 
ignore  you. 

If  you’re  going  to  be  read  at  all,  the  nicest  way  is 
to  hear  someone  whisper,  “That’s  a man?”  The  question 
in  their  voice  lets  you  know  that  although  they  suspect 
you’re  not  exactly  what  you  appear  to  be,  your  beauty 
and  poise  have  left  large  doubts  in  their  mind. 

Of  course,  any  read,  even  the  nice  one,  can  be  a 
pain.  What  should  you  do  afterwards?  Do  you  drive 
home,  rip  off  your  wig,  wash  off  your  makeup  and  vow 
never  to  indulge  in  this  humiliating  behavior  again?  Of 
course  not.  That  impulse,  like  the  urge  to  hide,  will  get  you 
nowhere.  For  every  read  you  detect,  there  are  a few  you 
are  not  aware  of  at  all.  There  are  also  hundreds  of  people 
who  see  you  on  your  public  outings  and  have  no  idea  that 
you  are  anything  but  what  you  appear  to  be.  Don’t  let 
being  read  discourage  you.  No  one  passes  all  the  time.  As 
long  as  we  only  cross  the  gender  line  a few  times  each 
month,  there  will  always  be  something  masculine  about  us 
that,  from  the  right  angle,  in  the  right  place,  to  the  wrong 
person,  will  give  us  away. 


much  right  to  be  where  you  are,  dressed  as  you  choose,  as 
anyone  else  in  the  place.  Ninety  percent  of  the  time,  if  you 
look  and  act  relaxed,  as  if  you  belong  there,  you  will  pass. 
Don’t  worry  about  the  other  ten  percent.  As  long  as 
people  who  notice  don’t  think  it’s  their  duty  to  rearrange 
your  body  parts,  then  don’t  let  their  attention  bother  you. 

Another  component  of  passing  that  is  hard  to 
gauge  is  the  ‘getting  away  with  it’  factor.  Many  members 
of  the  general  public  are  perceptive  enough  to  notice  that 
there  is  something  wrong  with  this  picture,  but  they  have 
manners,  breeding,  style,  or  they’re  just  too  apathetic  to 
care.  The  point  is,  don’t  worry  about  what  they  think. 
Project  the  image  you  want  to  the  best  of  your  ability  and 
enjoy  yourself  in  whatever  activities  you  want  to  try.  Use 
discretion  about  where  you  go  and  how  you  dress.  Look 
appropriate  and  stay  relaxed.  It’s  up  to  you  to  make  your 
outings  into  the  public  arena  a fun  time  that  can  help  you 
grow  personally.  Try  to  remove  the  anxiety  from  the 
experience  and  ENJOY! 


"Do  you  have  something  madly  feminine  and 
exotic  that  can  double  as  after-shave?” 


(Cartoon:  SHAFT,  Vol  4 No  2) 


What’s  important  is  your  attitude.  You  have  as 
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DISCOVERY 

By: 

Carol  Taylor 

The  worst  things  that  can  happen  to  a crossdresser  can  be  listed  easily: 

A.  Breaking  a nail. 

B.  Being  alone  in  a motel  with  nothing  feminine  to  wear. 

C.  Being  ANYWHERE  with  nothing  feminine  to  wear. 

D.  Being  discovered. 

Most  crossdressers  would  list  “D”  as  first.  We’re  all  afraid  that  the  wrong  people  will  “find  out”.  We’re  paranoid 
about  it  - and  perhaps  rightfully.  Even  though  so  much  work  has  been  done  by  so  many  to  bring  the  truth  about  crossdressing 
to  the  public,  the  practice  remains  misunderstood  by  many.  However,  the  right  word  is  getting  out.  The  long  battle  is  yielding 
noticeable  results.  Donahue,  Oprah,  and  others  have  opened  their  shows  to  some  of  our  courageous  group  who  tell  our 
story.  How  do  we  test  the  score  of  this  information  game  we  are  involved  in?  How  can  we  tell  if  John  Q.  Public  is  hearing 
us  and  if  so,  what  he  thinks.  Both  Oprah  and  Donahue  received  more  positive  than  negative  letters  about  our  practice.  Ask 
ten  knowledgeable  people  how  many  of  “us”  there  are  and  you’ll  get  ten  answers  ranging  from  “millions”  to  “more  than 
anyone  would  guess”. 

About  two  years  ago  I decided  to  conduct  a personal  mini-study  of  this  issue.  To  do  this  I had  to  tell  some  people 
that  I was  a crossdresser.  Not  my  kids,  or  my  parents,  or  my  boss,  or  my  neighbors,  but  rather  only  people  who  didn’t  know 
any  of  those  folks  and  never  would.  Only  people  who,  in  fact,  didn’t  know  me.  If  anyone  knew  who  I was  and  that  I was 
a crossdresser,  they’d  blackmail  me  by  threatening  to  tell  some  or  all  of  those  listed.  Yes,  it  is  a risk.  Since  I travel  a lot,  I meet 
many  people  who  I’ll  never  see  again.  In  the  last  couple  of  years  I’ve  told  several  people  that  I am  a crossdresser.  I listened 
to  their  reactions  and  perceptions.  Not  all  were  positive,  butmostwere.  By  positive  I mean  they  were  notshocked,  dismayed, 
afraid  or  angry.  Everyone  knew  what  the  term  crossdresser  means.  Most  people  knew  we  were  not  universally  gay  and 
almost  everyone  asked  why  we  do  it.  My  pat  answer  is  that  I don’t  know  why  I do  it,  but  I seem  to  have  a lot  of  feminine 
traits  in  my  personality  (despite  my  gender),  and  this  is  how  I express  it.  Most  of  the  people  I spoke  with  were  women.  I’m 
still  a bit  afraid  of  men,  although  I did  tell  a few.  In  some  cases  I arranged  to  be  discovered;  other  times  it  was  quite  by  accident. 

My  main  point  is  that  in  most  cases  the  reaction  ranged  from  “so  what”  to  “how  interesting”.  I love  the  latter,  but 
the  former  gives  me  even  more  comfort  because  I am  hoping  that  my  “intimacy  list”  (kids,  parents,  etc.)  would  be  in  this 
category  should  they  ever  find  out.  I have  no  intention  of  telling  them;  they  don’t  need  the  burden.  My  wife  knows.  I think 
all  wives  should  know.  If  some  significant  portion  of  my  personality  is  feminine,  my  wife  should  know  about  it.  We  have 
a wonderful  relationship. 

I started  my  study  in  San  Francisco  in  lingerie  shops.  If  I were  the  only  customer  in  the  shop,  during  the  course  of 
my  shopping  I would  let  the  saleswoman  know  the  purchases  were  for  me.  I’ll  try  to  acquaint  you  with  some  of  the  more  salient 


comments  in  the 

following  list. 

Place 

Circumstances 

Comments 

San  Fran 

Purchasing  lingerie 

“Oh,  that’s  OK  with  me;  lots  of  men  do.” 

a 

tt 

“I’m  so  glad  you  told  me.  Most  men  lie  about  it, 
but  I always  know  anyway.” 

it 

it 

‘You  may  use  the  dressing  room  if  you  wish.” 

tt 

it 

‘You  know  more  about  bras  than  most  women.” 

tt 

Purchasing  a skirt 

“Well,  if  it’s  for  you,  I’d  recommend  a size  14.” 

tt 

Purchasing  cosmetics 

“Oh,  hmm,  that’s  nice.”  (not  very  positive) 

Boston 

Purchasing  lingerie 

“I’m  so  glad  you  wear  stockings  and  not  pantyhose. 

tt 

it 

“I’d  be  happy  to  fit  you.” 

Horida 

Purchasing  lingerie 

“That’s  really  neat  - thanks  for  telling  me.” 

it 

Purchasing  dress 

“I  can’t  let  you  try  it  on  here,  now  can  I!” 

it 

Purchasing  foundation 

“I  don’t  have  any  trouble  with  that  at  all.” 

NYC 

Purchasing  bra 

“I  don’t  really  care.”  (typical  NYC  attitude) 

it 

Purchasing  braselette 

“Sure,  I knew  that.” 

it 

Purchasing  sweater 

“I  kind  of  thought  so.” 

Chicago 

Purchasing  lingerie 

“No  problem,  if  it  doesn’t  fit,  bring  it  back.” 

it 

A bar  (man) 

“I’ve  heard  about  that  stuff.  You  really  are,  huh?” 

Boston 

Albany 


A bar  (man) 
Purchasing  lingerie 


“So  why  tell  me,  I don’t  care.” 

“Great,  I’m  happy  to  have  your  business.” 
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For  the  most  part  there  wasn’t  too  much  reaction.  My  most  memorable  was  the  young  girl  in  Florida.  I stopped  in 
her  marvelous  lingerie  shop  shortly  before  closing.  I bought  several  things;  and  at  the  counter  I confessed.  She  was  really 
rather  excited  about  the  whole  thing.  She  was  sincerely  interested  in  this  phenomenon  about  which  she  had  heard,  but  I was 
the  first  one  to  admit  it.  She  locked  the  door  and  insisted  I try  things  on.  “Look  at  that;  you’re  even  wearing  a bra!”  she 
exclaimed  when  I took  off  my  shirt.  It  was  a fun  evening.  The  worst  experience  was  in  New  York  City  when  a woman  told 
me,  “We  don’t  need  your  business.” 

Admittedly  my  sample  is  narrow.  Choosing  women  in  lingerie  stores  is  not  truly  representative  of  the  population 
as  a whole,  but  the  results  are  encouraging. 


(Edited  from  Vol  2 No  4,  The  Primrose,  published  by  the  Chicago  Gender  Society,  P.O.  Box 
578005,  Chicago,  IL  60657) 


DEALING  WITH  THERAPISTS 
By: 

Kim  Allen 


Many  of  us  in  the  TV/TS  community  decide,  at 
one  or  another  time,  our  lives  have  become  either  so 
complicated  from  long  and  complex  chains  of  lies,  or  so 
tense  and  uncertain,  we  seek  guidance  from  a profes- 
sional therapist.  Because  those  times  we  need  help  are 
times  of  stress,  we  may  have  unrealistic  expectations  of 
what  a therapist  will  do,  or  can  do,  to  assist  us. 

I don’t  pretend  to  know  it  all.  On  the  contrary, 
during  my  years  of  living  with  the  problems  and  opportu- 
nities resulting  from  my  condition,  I’ve  managed  to  make 
almost  every  possible  mistake.  But,  after  several  bitter 
disappointments  in  therapy,  I decided  I needed  to  estab- 
lish and  follow  some  guidelines  in  order  to  sustain  any 
hope  of  having  “successful”  therapy.  (By  ‘successful’  I 
mean  that  the  results  facilitate  personal  progress.)  You 
might  want  to  develop  your  own  standards  for  evaluating 
whether  or  not  therapy  with  a particular  therapist  is 
successful. 

Understand  that  no  therapist  can  help  you  reach 
a goal  until  you  are  able  to  identify  and  define  what  that 
goal  is.  Therefore,  in  order  to  identify  your  goal(s),  you 
must  first  be  honest  with  yourself  about  your  wants. 
Possibly,  you  will  want  to  continue  being  a TV  or  TS,  but 
hope  to  keep  it  from  fouling  up  your  life.  You  can  think  of 
it  as  your  therapeutic  objective. 


After  “self-revelation,”  tell  the  therapist  about 
your  objectives.  It’s  not  reasonable  to  expect  a therapist 
to  help  you  reach  your  goals  if  you  don’t  articulate  your 
objectives.  It  took  me  a long  time  (years),  and  I wasted  a 
lot  of  money  throwing  away  clothes  before  I admitted  to 
myself  I didn’t  want  to  change.  I also  told  my  therapist  that 
I wanted  help  avoiding  thinking  of  myself  as  a sick  person. 

Suddenly  I found  that  what  had  been  uncomfort- 
able hours  with  the  psychologist  were  transformed  into 
productive,  enjoyable  sessions.  I was  making  progress. 
Instead  of  wasting  time  teaching  the  expert  what  a TV/TS 
was,  she  began  helping  me  analyze  my  life  situation  and 
overcoming  internal  and  external  obstacles. 

When  I first  began  therapy,  my  seeming  lack  of 
progress  irritated  me.  Unfortunately,  that  therapist  did  not 
openly  inform  me  that  I had  blocked  myself  by  merely 
reporting  events  in  my  life,  and  then  getting  involved  in  a 
mechanistic,  logical  dissection  of  those  events.  I suppose 
it  happened  because  I was  afraid  to  report  about  how  I felt 
about  those  events,  concerned  that  I didn’t  feel  the  way  I 
ought  to  feel  about  them. 

This  frustration  with  the  therapeutic  process 
continued  until,  eventually,  I began  to  explain  my  emo- 
tions as  well  as  events  in  these  sessions.  I discovered  my 
therapist  had  a need  and  an  obligation  to  accept  my 
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emotions  non-judgmentally  in  order  to  help  me. 

Eventually  my  fear  of  my  emotions  subsided  and 
they  became  a source  of  internal  strength.  Then,  after 
conquering  these  major,  internal  obstacles,  I discovered  a 
therapist  can  help  you  structure  how  to  cope  with  family, 
friends,  and  work  problems. 

In  light  of  these  developments  during  my  ther- 
apy, it  seems  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  help  your 
therapy  can  provide  depends  on  the  extent  you  are  willing 
to  reveal  your  emotions  to  your  therapist. 

In  my  case,  I’ve  reached  an  understanding  that 
my  life  is  a single  process  and,  with  help,  I’ve  managed  to 
incorporate  dressing  as  part  of  my  regular  living.  I don’t 
have  the  stress  of  a clandestine  life  any  more. 

As  you  know,  there  are  many  techniques  psy- 
chiatrists and  other  therapists  use  to  assist  their  clients. 
These  techniques  require  varying  amounts  of  time  (num- 
bers of  sessions)  to  produce  results.  On  the  other  hand, 
why  spend  a lot  of  cash  on  someone  who  seems  to  be  out 
of  touch  with  your  needs? 


My  personal  rule  of  thumb  is  a therapist  needing 
more  than  three  sessions  to  cause  me  to  feel  I’m  making 
progress,  is  wasting  my  money.  If  this  happens  I’ll  begin 
shopping  for  another  therapist.  Therapy  is  expensive  and 
you  should  insist  on  fair  value  for  your  dollars.  Depend- 
ing on  your  financial  circumstances,  your  patience,  and 
your  degree  of  desperation,  you  still  want  to  establish  an 
individualized  standard.  An  exceptionally  adept  therapist 
can  sometimes  affect  a catharsis  during  your  first  visit. 

Whatever  your  therapeutic  objectives,  don’t  be 
afraid  to  identify  them  to  yourself,  communicate  them  to 
your  therapist,  and  demand  some  definite,  measurable 
degree  of  relief  from  therapeutic  sessions.  As  a word  of 
caution;  do  not  expect  that  a single  session  will  enable  you 
to  function  flawlessly  at  work  and  home,  forever.  That 
expectation  is  a fantasy,  suitable  for  dreams,  not  reality. 
With  realistic,  articulated  objectives,  we  can  expect  ther- 
apy to  help  us  progress  along  our  path  toward  becoming 
human  beings. 


(Cartoon:  Christine-Jane  Wilson,  Kris  Publications ) 
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(Edited  from  the  March  1,  1988  edition  of  The 
Emerald  City  News,  published  by  The  Emerald  City,  P.O. 
Box  31318,  Seattle,  WA  98103) 

DOORMATS 

By: 

Janice  Van  Cleve 


The  lady  rambled  on  and  on  about  how  her 
relatives  took  advantage  of  her,  mooched  off  her,  never 
showed  any  gratitude  or  even  courtesy.  Ann  Landers  had 
the  perfect  reply:  “You  can’t  be  used  fora  doormat  unless 
you  take  it  lying  down.” 

Her  comment  applies  to  us  transvestites  too. 
How  many  times  have  we  heard  cat  calls  or  worse  shouted 
from  cars  and  we  just  tucked  our  head  down  and  walked 
a little  faster?  How  many  times  have  we  remained  silent 
while  ignorant  boors  maligned  our  minority?  How  many 
times  have  we  seen  the  media  put  us  down  and  reacted 
only  in  silent  frustration? 

It  is  difficult  enough  to  find  our  truth,  even 
without  all  this  negative  feedback.  Worse,  however,  is 
that  these  incidents  tend  to  erode  our  confidence  and  self 
esteem  and  exaggerate  our  fears.  If  allowed  to  continue 
without  resistance,  our  natural  protective  instincts  will 
build  a wall  to  insulate  us  from  these  attacks  and  - presto! 
- we  have  a closet. 

I’ve  heard  many  TVs  complain  among  them- 
selves about  some  article  or  show.  My  answer  is:  so  what 
did  you  do  about  it?  Did  you  write  the  producer?  Did  you 
call  the  editor?  Did  you  even  gather  enough  information 
to  give  to  one  of  the  officers  so  she  could  take  action?  I 
have  to  congratulate  Sarah  Jean.  She  is  the  only  non- 
officer who  consistently  notifies  me  of  a potentially  harm- 
ful media  slur  or  government  blunder  - and  that’s  after  she 
has  already  taken  the  reporter  to  task  or  contacted  the 
official.  We  should  all  be  that  assertive! 

Remember:  You’re  not  here  by  accident,  nor  are 
you  a transvestite  by  accident.  The  world  would  be  less 
without  you.  So  bear  your  dignity  with  pride,  and  be 
quick  to  recognize  the  dignity  in  others.  Demand  respect, 
and  give  it  in  return...  and  do  so  with  class. 

If  you  don’t  use  a muscle,  it  grows  weak.  If  you 
don’t  use  an  idea,  you  forget  it.  If  you  do  not  assert  your 
dignity  - constantly,  forcefully,  uncompromisingly  - you 
will  soon  see  others  using  it  for  a doormat. 


(Edited  from  Vol  1 No  4,  Renaissance  News, 
published  by  Renaissance,  P.O.  Box  1263,  King  erf  Prus- 
sia, PA  19406) 


LIVING  IN  A BOX 

By: 

JoAnn  Roberts 


The  newspaper  carried  a story  today  of  an  1 1 
year  old  boy  who  was  kept  in  a wooden  box  by  his  step- 
grandmother,  because  she  feared  he  was  brain  damaged. 
The  boy  was  found  to  be  mentally  normal. 

When  I read  the  story  in  the  October  10th  issue 
of  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer,  I almost  started  to  cry.  What 
an  ignominious  way  to  live!  How  has  that  poor  child’s 
psyche  been  damaged?  What  will  happen  to  him  in  later 
life?  The  whole  thing  gave  me  pause  to  consider  my  life. 

As  I thought  about  that  child,  I realized  that  I,  too, 
at  one  time,  lived  in  a box.  My  box  was  made  from  a 
variety  of  woods;  bigotry,  racism,  sexism,  and  parochial- 
ism were  a few.  The  nails  holding  it  all  together  were  fear, 
loathing,  ignorance  and  despair.  The  wood  was  supplied, 
without  charge,  by  the  world  around  me  and  I pounded 
those  self-made  nails.  Yes,  my  box  was  nailed  shut  from 
the  inside.  I hid  the  real  me  in  that  box  for  almost  32  years. 
The  person  that  walked  through  the  world  was  only  a 
facade,  a shadow-person  built  out  of  other  people’s  ex- 
pectations. 

Then  one  day  something  happened.  The  nails 
made  of  ignorance  started  to  rust  away.  They  were  soon 
followed  by  those  of  fear.  Eventually,  the  nails  were  all 
gone  and  first  one  side  then  the  other  fell  away  from  my 
box.  I freed  the  real  me  and  faced  the  world  for  the  first 
time,  realizing  that  I could  be  my  own  person.  I could  have 
original  thoughts  and  feelings.  I was  not  a puppet  to  be 
controlled. 

I knew  I could  do  almost  anything  I set  my  mind 
to  and  that  ultimately,  I could  control  my  life.  The  key  was 
acceptance  of  myself  and  the  responsibility  for  my  actions. 
I understood  that  there  is  a basic  human  dignity  within 
everyone,  and  that  dignity  deserves  respect.  I resolved 
never  to  apologize  to  anyone  for  being  me,  and  I would 
consider  carefully  any  criticism  of  others. 

So,  how  many  of  you  are  still  living  in  your  own 
boxes?  Isn’t  it  about  time  for  you  to  start  pulling  the  nails 
free?  Isn’t  it  about  time  for  you  to  kick  the  boards  loose 
and  face  the  world  and  yourself  with  the  truth? 


There  are  no  barriers  except  those  you  erect 
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yourself,  so  tear  them  down.  Look  in  the  mirror  and  say 
to  yourself,  “I  have  the  ultimate  control  and  responsibility 
for  my  life.”  Then  believe  it  and  get  on  with  the  rest  of 
your  life.  The  past  is  immutable,  so  why  worry  over  what 
cannot  be  changed?  Look  forward  to  the  future  and  new 
goals.  You  will  be  amazed  at  how  much  you  can  accom- 
plish if  you  will  only  believe  in  yourself. 

There  is  no  one  in  this  world  more  deserving  of 
your  respect  than  yourself.  For,  if  you  cannot  respect 
yourself,  how  can  you  possibly  respect  anyone  else?  And, 
how  will  you  ever  break  out  of  your  box  before  you 
suffocate? 


pass  from  your  travel  agent  in  advance.  This  can  be  done 
on  most  carriers  within  30  days  of  your  departure.  To  use 
the  boarding  pass  you  must  board  with  the  general  board- 
ing (don’t  wait  until  the  last  minute).  I suggest  that  your 
bags  be  checked  at  curbside.  This  will  also  keep  you  out 
of  the  lines  and  away  from  that  possible  I.D.  check.  An  I.D. 
is  required  on  the  outside  of  your  bag.  I recommend  one 
on  the  inside  along  with  a point  of  contact.  This  could  be 
the  hotel  where  you  are  staying  or  just  a friend  who  knows 
where  you  are  staying.  It  will  help  should  your  bag  get 
lost. 

I want  to  point  out  that  agents  and  flight  atten- 
dants don’t  care  what  you  are.  We  look  for  potential 
problems  and  security  risks.  With  this  in  mind,  do  not  try 
to  hide  what  you  are.  This  could  be  mistaken  for  a security 
risk.  Keep  in  mind,  we  deal  with  1000  people  a day  and 
moralizing  for  that  many  personalities  would  be  impos- 
sible. 


I hope  some  of  my  suggestions  will  help  you  have 
a nice  flight  and  an  enjoyable  trip. 


(Edited  from  the  Nowembei/Deceniber  1988  is- 
sue of  ‘Cross-Talk’,  published  by  the  Delta  Chi  Chapter 
Tri-Ess,  c/o  Kymberieigh  Richards,  P.O.  Box  6394,  Ven- 
tura, CA  9300S6394) 

TIPS  FOR  FLYING  “EN  FEMME” 

By:  Linda  (CA) 

I would  like  to  recommend  a few  tips  for  my 
sisters  who  fly.  I am  a Customer  Service  Agent  and  have 
been  for  10  years.  I say  this  only  to  give  credibility  to  my 
recommendations. 

I recommend  you  dress  practically  to  fly.  I know 
sometimes  what  we  like  to  wear  is  not  practical.  High  heels 
are  out.  Airports  are  too  large  and  women  just  do  not  wear 
them  to  fly.  Slacks  are  definitely  a good  choice;  but  if  you 
insist  on  skirts  or  a dress,  choose  something  that  won’t 
wrinkle  or  muss,  and  keep  it  conservative  (no  minis  or 
floor  length).  These  ideas  are  to  help  keep  you  from 
sticking  out  like  a sore  thumb. 

I suggest  you  have  your  travel  agent  write  the 
ticket  using  only  an  initial  for  your  first  name.  Tickets  are 
just  like  a check.  You  could  be  asked  for  I.D.  to  prove  it  is 
the  same  name  on  the  ticket  as  the  person  flying.  This  is 
a security  and  fraud  check.  If  you  are  asked  for  I.D. , don’t 
be  embarrassed.  The  agent  has  seen  a TV  before.  They 
really  don’t  care  what  you  dress  like.  May  I remind  you, 
this  is  for  security.  The  agent  may  pick  you  out  because 
you  appear  nervous  or  by  the  ticket  itself. 


Because  of  this,  I recommend  getting  a boarding 
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(Edited  from  the  April  1988  edition  of  ‘Alpha 
Omega’s  Outreach’,  published  by  the  Alpha  Qnega  Chapter 
Tri-Ess,  Box  954,  Elyria,  OH  44036) 


INNER  IMAGE 
By: 

Katheryn  Ann  Balicki 

Most  of  us  can  primp  in  front  of  the  mirror  until 
we  become  “primped -out”.  It’s  no  secret  that  the  vision 
we  have  of  ourselves  is  one  of  admiration  and,  sometimes, 
awe.  But,  there  is  something  there  no  mirror  can  detect. 
I like  to  call  it  the  crossdresser’s  inner  image.  Whatever 
name  you  give  it,  each  of  us  has  an  inner  image.  Every- 
one’s inner  image  is  remarkably  distinctive  in  the  same 
way  that  our  outer  image  differs. 

The  inner  image  is  also  linked  with  the  outer  one. 
When  we  change  the  inner,  the  outer  changes  and  the 
same  happens  when  changing  the  outer  image.  We  spend 
hundreds  of  dollars  honing  the  outer  image  to  perfection. 
What  effort  is  made  to  polish  the  inside  of  the  cup?  Little 
if  anything  is  done  to  look  inside  and  see  what  is  reflecting 
back.  Sometimes,  especially  when  our  manners  are 
improper  for  the  situation,  or  perhaps  when  we’ve  been 
embarrassed  do  we  take  a peek  at  what’s  really  inside. 
Why?  Who  is  going  to  see  the  insides  anyway,  we  reason. 
Think  about  the  last  time  someone  told  you  that  you  were 
a kind  person.  Or,  how  about  when  you  felt  the  urge  to  tell 
someone  to  “hang  in  there,  Baby!”  Sounds  like  some- 
thing a caring  person  would  say.  Kindness  and  caring. 
Both  are  reflections  of  one’s  inner  image. 

It’s  also  very  frightening  to  turn  ourself  inside-out 
and  really  take  a good  look.  Sure  we’re  going  to  find  some 
areas  that  need  work.  So  when  was  the  last  time  you  did 
this  for  yourself?  Why  not  right  now?  It  doesn’t  take  very 
long.  In  fact,  it  will  take  more  time  to  polish  your  nails.  The 
benefits  are  tremendous  just  as  your  efforts  are  when 
putting  on  your  make-up.  No  make-up  is  allowed  on  the 
inside,  however.  Any  make-up  we  apply  will  end  up  being 
transparent  to  others.  Okay,  you’ve  had  a chance  to 
sneak  a peek.  How  did  it  go?  Probably  not  as  bad  as  you 
thought  it  would  be. 

Now  that  you’ve  had  a look,  what  do  you  see? 
BE  HONEST.  Remember,  you  can’t  hide  anything  from 
the  mirror. 

My  purpose  for  writing  this  is  to  focus  on  the 
feelings  all  of  us  have  regardless  of  our  individual  differ- 
ences. We  all  have  a common  bond.  Its  roots  are  found 
when  we  explore  our  inner  image.  None  of  us  has  the 
feeling  of  being  “beside  herself’  when  she’s  sharing 
herself  with  other  crossdressers.  What  are  we  sharing? 
Our  inner  image.  Now  that  we  have  discovered  this 


powerful  force  within  ourselves  and  learned  that  all  wish 
to  share  it  with  our  sisters,  what’s  next? 

The  image  we  present  to  others  is  more  important 
to  US  than  to  OTHERS.  It  gives  us  a sense  of  knowing 
ourselves  and  that  breeds  confidence.  It  also  gives  us  a 
feeling  of  warmth,  knowing  we’ve  finally  found  our  complete 
self.  Aside  from  knowing,  we  desperately  want  to  share 
this  knowledge  with  others.  This  seems  only  natural.  Sort 
of  spreading  the  good  news  that  “I’m  out!”  (of  the  closet). 
Something  begins  to  happen  after  this  sharing  that  many 
of  us  probably  never  considered.  We  become  too  needy 
for  the  reassuring  words,  “Do  I look  OK?”  Many  of  us 
supply  this,  thinking  then  it  will  be  OK  to  ask  the  same 
question  of  her;  like  self-validation.  If  we  were  more 
concerned  about  each  other’s  looks,  then  it  would  be  best 
to  look  inside.  Not  to  say  it  is  worthless  to  tell  others  of  their 
beauty,  but  wouldn’t  it  be  more  truthful  to  look  each  other 
in  the  eye  and  tell  them  of  their  inner  beauty? 

Most  of  this  article  talks  about  the  simple  act  of 
caring  enough  to  think  it  through  and  then  realize  the 
benefit  it  would  have  on  others.  The  rest  is  up  to  you.  Our 
inner  image  is  a part  of  us  that  remains  largely  untapped. 
The  circle  of  friendship  that  many  of  us  have  can  become 
much  larger  when  we  look  at  each  other’s  inner  image  and 
realize  what’s  there.  What  lies  deep  beneath  your  own 
surface?  I think  you  and  your  friends  will  be  pleasantly 
surprised  when  you  take  the  time  to  discover  your  inner 
image. 


(Edited  from  the  April  1988  edition  of  The 
Emerald  City  News’,  published  by  The  Emerald  City,  P.O. 
Box  31318,  Seattle,  WA  98103) 

OUR  IMAGE:  OUR  REALITY 
By: 

Janice  Van  Cleve 


Recently  a psychologist  asked  us  to  cooperate  in 
a research  survey  to  support  his  doctoral  thesis.  He 
seemed  to  be  sincere;  but  his  approach  appeared  to  be  the 
familiar  “fascination  with  the  bizarre”.  He  apparently  still 
thinks  we  are  hiding  in  fear  in  the  closet;  that  we  have 
some  erotic  attachment  to  clothing,  and  that  we  should 
appreciate  any  attention  we  can  get  from  the  professional 
community. 
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We  don’t  need  the  psychologists  to  justify  our 
existence.  We  are  our  own  justification.  Our  dignity  and 
value  come  from  within.  We  are  capable  of  writing  our 
own  page  in  history  without  the  judgments  of  outsiders. 

I did  respond  that  I would  complete  the  psycholo- 
gist’s survey.  I hope  you  would,  too,  if  asked  to  participate 
in  a similar  survey.  Perhaps  we  will  wake  up  the  profes- 
sionals as  to  who  we  really  are.  As  someone  remarked 
recently,  “We’ll  educate  these  savages  yet!” 


we’re  striving  to  achieve.  Let’s  not  be  satisfied  with  the 
image  the  psychologists,  the  media,  and  the  pomogra- 
phers  have  defined  for  us.  Let’s  make  real  the  image  we 
are  creating  for  ourselves  - and  proclaim  it  loudly  in  our 
words  and  actions. 


All  this  involves  image,  our  image.  The  media, 
pomographers,  and  psychologists  have  all  tried  to  define 
our  image.  They,  however, 
are  not  living  our  lives,  feel- 
ing our  hurts  and  our  joys, 
knowing  our  pains  of  lone- 
liness and  confusion.  No! 

We  must  attack  these  false 
images  wherever  they 
emerge;  and  promote  our 
own  positive  image,  one  we 
can  be  proud  of  and  that  we 
can  live  up  to. 

It’s  true,  some  trans- 
vestites are  silly,  weak  or 
erotically  motivated  to  cross- 
dress.  We  don’t  take  our 
example  from  them  though. 

I prefer  to  take  my  example 
from  the  transvestite  who 
was  sitting  on  a crowded 
bus  last  week  when  a handi- 
capped person  boarded  in 
a wheelchair.  She,  alone, 
of  all  the  people  on  that  bus 
helped  the  handicapped 
person  into  a spot  and 
strapped  on  the  seat  belts. 

The  bus  driver  said, 

“Thanks,  Babe!”  What  a 
message  of  kindness  and 
caring  that  transvestite  pro- 
jected! Think  of  the  image 
she  created  in  the  public  eye 
for  all  of  us. 


We  do,  indeed, 
create  our  own  image  - and, 
I submit,  we  create  our  own 
reality.  Reality  is  not  what 
the  majority  is  thinking.  If 
that  were  the  case,  theworld 
was  flat  in  1491,  before 
Columbus  sailed.  Our  real- 
ity is  the  vision  we  are  work- 
ing toward  and  the  goals 


WHADO'YA  MEAN  - 'ONLY  ONE  FALSE  NOTE  IN  AN  OTHERWISE  LOVELY  LANDSCAPE'  ? 

(Having  once  considered  mys etf  to  be  the  only  toad  in  the  frog  pond,  I can  easily  identify  with  this 
wonderful  picture.  Thank  you,  Christine-Jane.  - MSL) 
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CALENDAR  OF 
MAJOR  EVENTS  1989  - 1990 


OCTOBER 20-29, 1989:  ‘FANTASIA 
FAIR’. 

15TH  annual  Fair  held  in 
Provincetown,  MA.  The  Fair  is  a 
unique  opportunity  to  live,  learn  and 
explore  diverse  aspects  of  alternative 
gender  life  styles.  Learning,  confi- 
dence, fun!  Programs  for  spouses  & 
girlfriends. 

Fantasia  Fair,  Lincolnia  Sta., 
P.O.  Box  11254,  Alexandria,  VA 
22312 

OCTOBER  20-22,  1989:  TIFFANY 
CLUB  WIVES  SUPPORT  GROUP 
OUTING 

5th  annual  outing  to  Provin- 
cetown, MA.  Couples  only. 

TC-WSG,  C/O  P.O.  Box 
2283,  Woburn,  MA  01888  (508) 

358-2305 

NOVEMBER  1989:  HOLIDAY  EN 
FEMME 

An  annual  event  sponsored 
by  Tri-Ess.  This  year’s  event  will  be 
hosted  by  the  Chi  Chapter  of  Chicago 
at  a first  class  hotel  near  O’Hare  air- 
port. For  Tri-Ess  members  and  their 
significant  others.  (Date  and  location 
to  be  announced. 

Tri-Ess/Holiday  En  Femme, 
P.O.  Box  342,  Chicago,  IL  60690 
(312)  364-9514  (6-9  pm) 

FEBRUARY  23-25,  1989:  The  fust 
annual  “TEXAS  T PARTY”. 

A 3-day  weekend  ‘en  femme’ 
at  the  beautiful  Sheraton/Seven  Oaks 
Resort  in  San  Antonio,  TX.  $75  (not 
including  accommodations). 

Boulton  & Park  Society,  P.O. 
Box  169652,  San  Antonio,  TX  78280- 
3252  (512)  657-2540 


APRIL  4-9, 1989:  3rd  annual  ‘COM- 
ING TOGETHER  - WORKING  TO- 
GETHER’ CONVENTION. 

To  be  held  at  the  San  Francis- 
can hotel  in  down  town  San  Francisco. 

‘Coming  Together’  is  sponsored  by 
the  International  Foundation  for  Gen- 
der Education  on  behalf  of  the  TV/TS 
Community  as  a whole,  and  those  per- 
sons serving  or  affected  by  that  Com- 
munity. The  Convention’s  objectives 
are  to  promote  self-validation  and  self- 
respect,  develop  a sense  of  together- 
ness and  provide  an  in-depth  educa- 
tional opportunity.  (Tend  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Community,  and  have  fun 
doing  it.) 

‘Coming  Together’,  c/o  I.F.G.E., 
P.O.  Box  367,  Wayland,  MA  01778 
(617)  358-2305  (10  a.m.  - 4 p.m. 
weekdays) 

APRIL  29,  1989:  NIGHT  OF  1000 
GOWNS 

Charity  Debutant  Ball,  for  the 
Gay  and  Crossdressing  Communities, 
sponsored  by  the  NYC  Imperial  Court. 

1000  Gowns,  106  1/4  Lex- 
ington Ave,  NYC,  NY  10016  (212) 
222-2999 

MAY  12-14,  1989:  WEEKEND  EN 
FEMME  IN  HOUSTON 

The  Gulf  Coast  TV  Chapter 
and  the  Tau  Chi  Chapter  are  planning 
a weekend  en  femme  in  the  Gulf  Coast 
area. 

Thome  & Associates,  Box 
441754,  Houston,  TX  77244 

MAY  12-14,  1989:  SPRING  1989 
POCONO  FANTASY  FESTIVAL 

Details  pending 


Fern  Fashions,  PH  B,  157  W 
57th  St,  NYC,  NY  10019  (212)  582- 
6823,  Muriel  Olive 

MAY  18-21,  1989:  PARADISE  IN 
THEPOCONOS 

Complete  weekend  package, 
includingreceptions,  parties,  meals, 
lodging,  workshops. 

Creative  Designe  Services, 
Box  1263,  King  of  Prussia,  PA  19406 
(215)  640-9449. 

MAY  30  - JUNE  5,  1989:  TIFFANY 
CLUBS  P-TOWN  OUTING 

9th  annual  outing  sponsored 
by  the  Tiffany  Club.  The  primary 
purpose  is  to  have  fun  and  enjoy  P- 
town.  Over  100  participants  attend 
each  year.  Parties,  dinners,  and  of 
course  P-town. 

Tiffany  Club, Box  2283, 
Woburn,  MA  01888  (508)358-2305 

JUNE  7-11,  1989:  "BE  ALL  YOU 
WANT  TO  BE" 

7th  annual  'Be  All',  co-spon- 
sored by  Chi  Chapter,  Paradise  Club, 
Crossroads,  and  TransPitt.  Aperaging 
190+  participants,  it  is  the  largest 
funcitionof  its  kind.  Includes  a beauty 
course,  workshops,  parties,  outings, 
dinners,  etc. 

Chi  Chapter,  P.O.  Box  40, 
Wood  Dale,  IL  60191-0040  (312) 
364-9514 

OCTOBER  1989:  DRESSING  for 

PLEASURE  Fashion  Show  & Dinner 
Dance 

Annual  gala  sponsored  by: 
Constance  Enterprises,  P.O. 
Box  43277,  Upper  Montclair,  NJ 
07043 
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I.F.G.E.  PUBLICATIONS  - REPRINTS 


BACK  ISSUES  TV-TS  TAPESTRY  JOURNAL 

Issues  50,  51  & 52  $10.00  per  copy 
Issues  47,  48,  & 49  (SOLD  OUT) 

Issues  40  to  46  $8.00  per  copy 
Issue  39  $ 6.00  per  copy 
( # 33  - 38  SOLD  OUT)  (Issues  1-32  were  in 
newsletter  form  and  are  not  available) 

COMING  TOGETHER  - WORKING  TOGETHER  ’87 
BOOK  OF  TRANSCRIPTS  $10.00 

Contains  the  keynote  speeches  of  Dr.  Virginia 
Prince  and  Dr.  Roger  Peo,  and  transcripts  of  every  semi- 
nar, workshop,  and  rap  group.  A most  important  publica- 
tion for  serious  minded  persons. 

DEFINITIONS  $5.00 

By  Merissa  Sherrill  Lynn.  An  in-depth  examina- 
tion of  primary  terms  ( ‘transvestite’ , transsexual’ , etc. ) and 
the  econdary  terms  that  affect  our  understanding  of  the 
primary  terms.  The  emphasis  is  on  communications 
rather  than  universally  accepted  definitions. 

BEST  OF  THE  TAPESTRY  - RELIGION  $5.00 

A collection  of  editorials,  articles,  and  letters  dealing 
with  the  subject  of  cross-dressing  and  religion. 

BEST  OF  THE  TAPESTRY  - TRANSSEXUALISM 
$10.00 

A collection  of  editorials,  articles,  and  letters 
dealing  with  the  subjects  of  transsexualism  and  female- 
male  crossdressing 

BEST  OF  THE  TAPESTRY  - WIVES  & SIGNIFICANT 
OTHERS  $10.00 

A collection  of  editorials,  articles,  and  letters  of 
special  interest  to  wives  and  significant  others  of 
crossdressers. 

BEST  OF  THE  TAPESTRY -HORMONES  $5.00 

A collection  of  editorials,  articles,  and  letters  dealing 
with  the  subject  of  hormones. 


THE  TRANSVESTITE  AND  HIS  WIVE,  by  Dr.  Virginia 
Prince  $7.00 

UNDERSTANDING  CROSSDRESSING,  by  Dr.  Virginia 
Prince  $10.00  (OUT  OF  STOCK) 

HOW  TO  BE  A WOMAN  THOUGH  MALE,  by  Dr. 
Vimina  Prince  $10.00 

HANDBOOK  FOR  SPEAKERS  ON  CROSSDRESSING, 
by  Dr.  Virginia  Prince  $10.00 

ART  AND  ILLUSION:  A GUIDE  TO  CROSSDRESSING, 
by  JoAnn  Roberts  $10.00 

TRANSVESTITES  AND  TRANSSEXUALS:  Toward  a 
Theory  of  Cross-Gender  Behavior,  by  Dr.  Richard  F. 
Docter  $29.50  plus  $2.50  S&H 

A "MUST"  for  anyone  who  owns  a personal 
library  on  crossdressing.  Represents  10  years  of  original 
research. 


***  All  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  publications  and 
reprints  will  be  placed  in  LF.G.E.’s  Publications  and 
Educational  Resources  fund 

Please  allow  six  to  eight  weeks  for  deliv- 
ery. Make  checks  and  money  orders  payable 
to:  "IFGE",  P.O.  Box  367,  Wayland,  MA  01778 
(617)  894-8340 
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ALCOHOL/SUBSTANCE  ABUSE 
PROGRAMS  DEVELOPING 

WaKham,  MA  Several  members  of  the  Tiffany 
Club  who  attend  12-step  meetings  have  scheduled  the 
first  meeting  of  a new  support  group  for  persons  that  are 
(or  have  been)  chemically  dependant.  Beginning  10:00 
a.m.,  Saturday,  April  8,  1989  the  group  will  hold  its  first 
meeting  at  6 Cushing  St,  Waltham. 

There  are  no  dues  or  fees  to  become  a member  of 
this  group.  Anonymity  will  be  an  important  part  of  this 
program. 

For  additional  information:  Tiffany  Club,  P.O. 
Box  2283,  Woburn,  MA  01888 

King  of  Prussia,  PA  Several  members  of  Renais- 
sance have  shared  that  they  are  in  recovery  from  some 
form  of  substance  abuse,  and  that  the  abuse  was,  at  least 
in  part,  due  to  their  transgendered  nature.  For  them, 
Renaissance  and  recovery  is  a process  of  reflection. 

These  three  R's  Renaissance,  recovery  and  re- 
flection are  the  foundation  for  a pilot  project  sponsored  by 
Renaissance  and  is  not  associated  with  any  local  chapter. 
Vickie  Anderson,  who  leads  the  project,  is  a transgen- 
dered person  in  recovery.  Anderson  saw  the  need  and  set 
about  to  put  the  project  in  motion. 

The  group  believes  in  sharing  experiences, 
strength,  and  hope  about  recovery  and  gender  identity  to 
support  each  other. 

They  are  self-supporting  and  do  not  wish  to 
engage  in  any  controversy.  Their  primary  purpose  is  to 
stay  CLEAN  and  SOBER  and  to  help  support  gender 
identity  and  recovery. 

Renaissance,  P.O.  Box  1263,  King  of  Prussia,  PA 

19406 


(The  following  is  a follow-up  of  the  litigation  of 
Ms  Tammy  L.  White  vs  the  Iowa  Department  of  Correc- 
tion. Correspondence  may  be  addressed  to:  Ms  Tammy 
Lynn  White  908787,  Box  316,  Fort  Madison,  IA  52627) 

IOWA  TRANSSEXUAL  PRISONER 
LAWSUIT  SETTLEMENT  REACHED. 
FIRST  IN  IOWA  HISTORY! 

A settlement  agreement  has  been  reached  by  the 
Iowa  Penitentiary  transsexual  inmate  and  the  Iowa  De- 
partment of  Corrections. 

In  June  of  1988  a ruling  issued  by  the  District 
Court  in  Des  Moines  in  White’s  favor  was  reversed  after  a 
three  judge  Court  of  Appeals  panel  met  in  St.  Louis,  MO., 
that  questions  existed  as  to  whether  Thomas  White,  who 
also  is  known  as  Miss  Tammy  Lynn  White,  truly  is  and  was 
a transsexual  and  whether  treatment  is  required. 

The  suit  was  originally  filed  by  White  in  March  of 
1984  claiming  that  Iowa  Prison  officials  had  been  deliber- 
ately indifferent  to  Ms  White’s  gender  dysphoria  (trans- 
sexualism) condition. 

Gordon  Alen,  the  Iowa  Deputy  Attorney  Gen- 
eral in  Des  Moines,  and  White’s  lawyers  tentatively 
reached  a settlement  agreement  that  (1)  Ms  White  truly  is 
a bonafide  transsexual;  (2)  transsexualism  is  a serious 
medical  condition;  and  (3)  the  medical  staff  will  provide 
Ms  White  with  care  and  treatment  consistent  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  court  appointed  expert  from  the 
John’s  Hopkins  University,  who  diagnosed  White  as 
having  severe  gender  dysphoria  (transsexualism)  after 
several  hours  of  extensive  testing. 

White,  who  was  sentenced  in  June  of  1982  for 
second  degree  robbery  and  a five  year  mandatory  for 
carrying  a fire  arm,  claimed  to  have  committed  the  crime 
for  purposes  of  securing  funds  to  obtain  medical  treat- 
ment, says,  she  generally  agrees  with  the  State’s  proposed 
settlement,  that  it  has  been  a very  long  and  difficult 
struggle  and  she  hopes  to  be  released  soon  from  the  Iowa 
Department  of  Corrections  to  move  towards  eventual 
surgical  sex-reassignment  and  a more  productive  life  as  a 
female. 

Ms  White  is  also  optimistic  that  her  case  will  be  of 
benefit  to  future  transsexuals  who  find  themselves  faced 
with  such  unfortunate  circumstances. 
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PARTICIPANTS  WANTED 

FOR  A BOOK  ON  FEMAUE-TO-MALE 
TRANSSEXUALS  AND  PASSING  WOMEN 


Your  participation  would  include  two  interviews 
or  a questionnaire  about  your  life  experiences  and  two  fill- 
in-the-blanks  tests.  Please  help  me  to  get  the  truth  out 
about  your  lives. 

For  further  information,  please  write  to  Holly 
Devor,  Women's  Studies  Dept,  Simon  Fraser  University, 
Burnaby,  BC  V5A 1S6  CANADA  (604)  874-1387 

Holly  Devor  is  a feminist  activist  turned  aca- 
demic. She  is  the  author  of  Gender  Blending:  When  TwO 
Is  Not  Enough  (published  by  Indiana  University  Press). 
She  is  a Women's  Studies  instructor  at  Simon  Fraser 
University  in  Vancouver,  BC  Canada,  and  a PhD  candi- 
date at  the  University  of  Washington  in  Seattle,  WA. 

The  end  products  of  this  research  wil  be  a Ph  D. 
dissertation  for  the  researcher,  and  a book  about  female  to 
male  sex/gender  changers,  passing  women,  and  the  social 
construction  of  gender. 


CROSSROADS  NEEDS  HELP 
TO  BUILD 

THERAPIST  REFERRAL  LIST! 

You  you  have  known  or  heard  of  a therapist 
knowledgeable  and  understanding  of  the  special  needs  of 
crossdressing  and  transsexualism,  please  write  Milesa 
Phar.  A task  force  team  is  being  developed  with  expecta- 
tions and  guidelines  to  check  with  a prospective  referral  so 
that  our  listing  will  do  the  most  benefit  when  we  are  asked 
for  recommendations. 

Write  either:  Crossroads,  P.O.  Box  1245,  Royal 
Oak,  MI  48068  Or:  M.  Phar,  P.O.  Box  196,  Garden  City, 
MI  48135  or  call:  Crossroads  info  line:  446-0782 
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SHOW  YOUR  TV/TS  PRIDE! 

Here  is  a unique  opportunity  to  show  your  TV/ 
TS  pride.  We  are  conducting  a research  project  on 
crossdressing  at  Western  Maryland  College.  The  research 
team  is  comprised  of  crossdressers  and  members  of  the 
helping  professions.  The  work  will  be  conducted  through 
the  Psychology  department  of  W.M.C.  and  published  in 
both  journal  and  book  form. 

We  feel  the  major  reason  crossdressers  are  so 
stigmatized  by  the  general  public  is  they  are  not  under- 
stood. Therefore,  through  our  research  we  hope  to 
provide  a better  understanding  of  crossdressing  which  will 
educate  the  public  and  crossdressers  to  a more  open 
acceptance  of  this  process. 

If  you  wish  to  share  your  TV/TS  pride  in  this 
nationwide  project,  please  contact  us  at: 

Western  Maryland  College 

P.O.  Box  174 

Westminster,  MD  21157 

ATTN:  Gary  Fannin 


CROSSDRESSER’S  DELIGHT 


Full  service  wardrobe, 
Silk,  Satin,  Lace, 

5"  Heels,  Latex  Gowns, 
Leather,  Makeup,  Wigs! 

TV  Meetings, 
Walk-in  Service, 
Medieval  Accessories! 


Reasonable  Rates! 

For  Information  call:  617-254-3184 

or  write:  Box  66,  Allston,  MA  02134 
(include  SASE) 
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MASSACHUSETTS 


INTERNATIONAL  FOUNDATION  FOR  GENDER  EDU- 
CATION: I.F.G.E.,  Box  367,  Wayland,  MA  01778,  617- 
899-2212  or  894-8340.  Merissa  Sherrill  Lynn,  Director. 

Nature:  I.F.G.E.  is  a non-profit  educational  and 
service  organization  designed  to  serve  as  an  effective 
communications  medium,  outreach  device,  and  network- 
ing facility  for  the  entire  TVTS  Community  and  those 
affected  by  that  Community. 

Services:  I.F.G.E.  publishes  the  TV-TS  Tapestry 
Journal  and  other  publications  relevant  to  the  TV/TS 
theme.  We  sponsor  an  annual  international  convention. 
We  serve  as  an  international  information  and  referral 
clearinghouse,  speakers’  bureau,  and  a safe,  friendly 
“drop-in  center”  for  emergency  peer  counselling  and 
ongoing  volunteer  work.  I.F.G.E.  is  developing  affiliated 
chapters,  sponsoring  sociological  and  cultural  research, 
and  organizing  a toll-free  “hot  line”. 

TAPESTRY  PUBLICATIONS:  Tapestry,  Box  367,  Way- 
land,  MA  01778.  Merissa  Sherrill  Lynn,  Director. 

Nature:  Tapestry  Publications  is  a division  of 

I.F.G.E. 

Services:  The  TV/TS  Tapestry  is  I.F.G.E’s  pri- 
mary publication.  We  also  publish  and  market  a wide 
variety  of  how-to  books,  presentation  transcripts,  an- 
thologies of  pertinent  reprints,  directories,  and  other  timely 
material.  Tapestry  Publications  is  designed  as  the  Com- 
munity’s own  publishing  house. 

TIFFANY  CLUB:  Tiffany,  Box  2283,  Woburn,  MA  01888. 
(617)  358-2305.  Ms.  Roberta  D.,  President. 

Nature:  Tiffany  is  a non-profit  social  and  educa- 
tional organization  for  anyone  desiring  to  explore  and 
develop  their  total  personality  for  the  attainment  of  a 
peace  of  mind  not  otherwise  possible.  Tiffany  provides 
support  programs  for  the  individual  member,  family,  and 
friends. 

Services:  Tiffany  services  and  activities  include 
but  are  not  limited  to  publishing  the  Rosebuds  newsletter, 
operating  a safe-house,  and  organizing  “get-togethers”, 
workshops,  seminars,  and  beauty  courses.  Tiffany  spon- 
sors a formal  Wives  and  Significant  Others  support  group, 
an  informal  TS  support  group,  parties,  nights  on  the  town, 
referrals,  a speakers  bureau,  and  group  outings. 


Security:  Tiffany  welcomes  all  mature  and  re- 
sponsible persons  who  will  exercise  good  manners,  use 
common  sense,  and  protect  the  security  and  peace-of- 
mind  of  all.  A person  wishing  to  use  Tiffany’s  facilities  or 
attend  a Tiffany  function  must  have  met  with  and  been 
cleared  by  a member  of  Tiffany’s  Screening  Committee. 
Alternately,  the  applicant  must  present  a letter  of  introduc- 
tion from  a qualified  person  to  insure  that  the  attendee 
understands  Tiffany’s  objectives  and  will  comply  with 
Tiffany’s  code  of  conduct  and  security  requirements. 

TIFFANY  CLUB  WIVES  SUPPORT  GROUP:  WSG , C/O 

Box  2283,  Wobum,  MA  01888, 617-358-2305.  Sydney 
Tibbetts  and  Toini  McDonald,  Co-Directors. 

Nature:  Affiliated  with  the  Tiffany  Club.  For 
those  in  a committed  relationship  with  members  in  good 
standing  at  the  Tiffany  Club. 

Services:  Monthly  meetings,  one-on-one  sup- 
port, outings,  and  other  events. 

Security:  See  Tiffany  Club’. 

THE  OUTREACH  INSTITUTE  Outreach,  Box  386, 
Kenmore  Station,  Boston,  MA  02215. 

Nature:  The  Outreach  Institute  is  a non-profit 
educational  corporation.  Outreach  works  primarily  with 
Helping  Professionals  from  the  fields  of  Education,  Guid- 
ance and  Counselling,  Therapy,  Medicine,  Law  and  Law 
Enforcement,  Nursing,  and  Human  Services. 

Services:  Outreach’s  programs  include  OPERN 
(Outreach  Professional  Evaluation  and  Referral  Network), 
seminars  and  workshops,  a newsletter,  Fantasia  Fair  (a 
living/learning  experience  for  both  male  and  female 
crossdressers,  transsexuals,  and  androgynes)  and  a book 
and  publication  service.  A catalog  of  books  and  reprints 
is  available  for  $5.00.  Outreach  also  offers  two  informa- 
tion packets:  one  each  for  F-M  and  for  M-F  TSs  at  $25.00 
each. 

Security:  Outreach’s  programs  are  highly  so- 
phisticated and  strictly  non-sexual.  All  participants  in  any 
Outreach  program  are  expected  to  behave  accordingly. 

THE  AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OF  TRANSSEXUALS: 
Karen  Aldrich,  Box  9238,  North  Dartmouth,  MA  02747- 
9238. 

Nature:  Transsexual  support. 

Services:  Group  sessions,  peer  counselling,  social 
events,  newsletter,  public  education,  personal  needs,  guest 
speakers,  referrals. 
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GENDER  INFORMATION  SERVICES:  Box  9238,  N. 
Dartmouth,  MA  02747-9238. 

Nature  Information  and  referral  service. 

Services:  Books  and  pamphlets  for  sale.  Referral 
service  (fee  required). 

THE  XX  (TWENTY)  CLUB:  The  XX  Club,  Box  80690, 
Forest  Park  Station,  Springfield,  MA  01138.  Veronica 
Jean  Brown,  Director.  . 

Nature  The  XX  Club  is  non-profit  and  non- 
sexual.  It  is  a social,  educational,  medical,  and  outreach 
organization  for  persons  interested  in  transsexualism. 
Friends  and  relatives  are  also  welcomed,  as  are  all  those 
interested  in  or  involved  with  the  crossdressing  commu- 
nity. 

Services:  The  XX  Club  publishes  a monthly 
newsletter.  It  holds  two  meetings  each  month  (second  and 
fourth  Saturdays)  at  Christ  Church  Cathedral,  45  Church 
Street,  Hartford.  The  meetings  include  educational  and 
medical  presentations,  outreach  work,  and  information 
distribution.  We  also  have  social  get-togethers,  club 
parties,  and  other  events. 

Security:  We  place  no  security  restrictions  on 
people  who  wish  to  subscribe  to  our  newsletter.  However, 
any  person  wishing  to  attend  our  meetings  must  meet  with 
and  be  cleared  by  a member  of  our  screening  committee, 
or  present  a letter  of  introduction  from  a qualified  person 
to  ensure  that  the  attendee  understands  the  XX  Club’s 
objectives  and  goals  and  that  the  individual  will  comply 
with  security  requirements  and  code  of  conduct.  We 
request  that  all  who  attend  our  functions  respect  our 
anonymity. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  - MAINE 
VERMONT 

TRANSSUPPORT:  TransSupport,  Box  17622,  Portland, 
ME  04101.  Diana  Obidowski,  President. 

Nature:  Non-profit,  non-sexual  social  support 
group  for  crossdressers,  transsexuals,  their  families,  and 
friends. 

Services:  Monthly  meetings.  Inquire  for  time  and 

place. 

RHODE  ISLAND  - CONNECTICUT 

THE  CONNECTICUT  VIEW:  C/O  Denise  Mason,  Box 
2281,  Devon,  CT  06460. 

Nature  “The  View”  is  non-profit  and  non- 
sexual  but  respectful  of  its  members’  sexual  preferences. 
Its  objectives  are  to  promote  and  propagate  the  friendship 
of  the  TV/TS  community  through  education,  support,  and 
understanding  of  its  members  and  their  families. 

Service:  Punctual  response  to  all  communica- 
tions, informative  monthly  newsletter,  Wives  Support 
Group,  rap  sessions,  parties  at  various  locations.  Wig, 
makeup,  clothing,  and  demeanor  assistance  available. 


Costs  shared  by  participants. 

Security:  None.  House  parties  on  an  invitational 
basis,  bar  parties  open.  All  members  are  required  to  be 
discreet  and  tolerant  of  each  other.  Common  sense  and 
courtesy  prevail. 

GENDER  IDENTITY  CLINIC  OF  NEW  ENGLAND 

GICNE,  68  Adelaide  Road,  Manchester,  CT 06040.  The 
Reverend  Clinton  R.  Jones,  Director;  203-646-8651. 

Service:  Provides  screening  for  pre-operative  TS 
applicants  desirous  of  hormone  therapy.  Also  provides 
screening  for  sex  reassignment  surgery  approval  for  pre- 
operative TSs  who  have  met  the  requirements  of  the 
Harry  Benjamin  International  Gender  Dysphoria  Asso- 
ciation’s Standards  of  Care. 


NEW  YORK 

NEW  YORK  CITY  GENDER  ALUANCE  C/O  Fern 
Fashions,  Penthouse  B,  157  W.  57th  Street,  New  York, 
NY  10019,  212-582-6823.  Muriel  Olive,  Director. 

Nature:  Non-profit  social  organization  for  members 
and  friends  of  the  TV/TS  community. 

EULENSPIEGEL  SOCIETY:  The  Eulenspiegel  Society, 
Box  2783  Grand  Rapids  Station,  NYC,  NY  10163, 212- 
477-6588. 

Nature:  For  those  with  S/M  and  B/D  fantasies. 
The  oldest  organization  of  its  type. 

Service:  Frequent  events  specifically  oriented 
toward  the  TV.  Inquire  for  times  and  locations. 

LAMBDA  IOTA  CHAPTER,  TRI-ESS:  Lambda  Iota,  Box 
8383,  Long  Island  City,  NY  11101. 

Nature:  Social  support  group  for  heterosexual 
crossdressers  and  their  significant  others. 

Services/Security:  See  “Society  for  the  Second 
Self’,  Tulare,  CA. 

LONG  ISLAND  FEMME  EXPRESSION  (LIFE):  LIFE, 
Box  121,  Ozone  Park,  NY  11416. 

Nature:  Heterosexual  crossdresseis’  support  group 
for  TVs  and  their  families. 

Services:  Meetings  twice  monthly,  newsletter, 

referrals. 

Security:  Applicant  for  membership  must  meet 
with  two  members  of  the  Board  prior  to  attending  meet- 
ings. 

SEX  INFORMATION  AND  EDUCATION  COUNCIL  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  (SIECUS):  SIECUS,  34  Wash- 
ington Place,  Rm.  52,  New  York,  New  York  10003.  (212) 
573-3850. 

Nature:  SIECUS  is  affiliated  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  Education  of  the  School  of  Education, 
Health,  Nursing,  and  the  Arts  Professions  of  New  York 
University.  SIECUS  deals  with  all  sexual  issues,  including 
gender  expression. 
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THE  GATHERING:  The  Gathering,  Box  2 1052,  Colum- 
bus Circle  Station,  New  York,  NY  10023.  For  additional 
information:  Jana  L.  Thompson,  201-342-6548  or 
Renata  L.  White,  203-869-8561. 

Nature:  A self-help  support  group  for  transsexu- 
als in  the  greater  New  York  metropolitan  area. 

Services:  Meetings  the  1st  Sunday  afternoon  of 
every  month  to  discuss  common  problems  (meeting  sites 
vary;  inquire  first),  hear  helping  professionals,  share 
experiences  and  information,  and  enjoy  a pleasant  social 
experience.  Objectives  include  the  development  of  a 
network  of  peer  counsellors,  distribution  of  pertinent 
literature,  and  resource  guides  to  institutions  and  services. 

Security:  Participation  is  open  to  all  potential  M- 
F and  F-M  pre-and  post-operative  transsexuals,  friends, 
and  relatives.  Inquiry  required. 

METAMORPHOSIS:  Box  6245,  Broadway  Station,  Long 
Island  City,  NY  11106,  718-728-4615. 

Nature  Psychotherapy  and  counselling  for  per- 
sons with  gender  identity/expression  related  problems. 

CONFIDE  PERSONAL  COUNSELLING  SERVICES  INC: 

Box  56,  Tappan,  NY  10983,  914-359-8650.  Garrett 
Oppenheim,  Director. 

Nature:  CONFIDE  is  a private  service  offering 
counselling,  therapy,  hypnosis,  and  hypnotherapy  with  a 
large  portion  of  our  practice  dealing  with  gender  prob- 
lems. Private  sessions  are  held  with  Garrett  Oppenheim, 
PhD,  FIC. 

TRANSGENDERISTS’  INDEPENDENCE  CLUB  (TGIC): 
TGIC,  Box  13604,  Albany,  NY  12212-3604,  518-436- 
4513  5-10  PM  weekdays,  10  AM-5  PM  Saturdays. 

Nature:  Non-sexual  group  offering  support  to 
crossdressers,  transsexuals,  and  significant  others. 

Services:  Monthly  parties,  support  group  raps 
twice  a month,  newsletter,  wives’  support  group,  newslet- 
ter, wives’  support  raps,  storage. 

Security:  We  have  a screening  process  to  ensure 
the  comfort  and  safety  of  all.  You  may  feel  sure  of 
anonymity  and  our  discretion. 

ANDROGYNY  UNLIMITED:  Box  4887,  Poughkeepsie, 
NY  12602, 914-462-7455.  Roger  E.  Peo  PhD,  Director. 

Nature:  A private  service  providing  counselling, 
research,  education,  and  supporting  services. 

Services:  Individual  counselling  is  provided  by 
Dr.  Peo,  a Board -certified  sexologist.  Counselling  is 
primarily  for  the  transvestite/  crossdresser  and/or  his  sig- 
nificant other.  Counselling  is  also  provided  for  persons 
who  are  trying  to  determine  if  they  are  crossdressers  or 
transsexuals.  Referrals  are  made  where  appropriate. 
Make-up  and  shopping  services  for  clients  are  also  avail- 
able. Classes,  seminars,  and  workshops  on  transgender 
issues  and  human  sexuality  are  provided  both  for  college 
and  graduate-level  students  and  other  groups.  Ongoing 
research  isconducted  on  a variety  of  topics  in  the  transgen- 
der field. 


Security:  Appointments  for  counselling  can  be 
made  by  phoning  or  writing  Dr.  Peo  at  the  above  address. 

THE  BUTTERFLY  GROUP:  Box  7161,  Endicott,  NY 
13760,  Shannon  Michaels,  President,  607-798-8033. 

Nature:  The  Butterfly  Group  is  a non-profit, 
non-sexual  social  and  educational  group  for  persons 
interested  in  crossdressing,  transsexual  persons,  and  their 
relatives  and  friends. 

Services:  We  have  social  get-togethers,  a Couples 
Club,  and  a small  network  of  professional  and  para- 
professionals,  social  workers,  medical  practitioners,  beauty 
consultants,  and  clothing  retailers  who  are  interested  in 
and  very  helpful  to  us. 

Security:  Butterfly  has  no  major  security  require- 
ments, but  we  do  require  persons  desiring  to  attend 
meetings  to  be  screened  by  our  membership  chair-person 
or  other  appointed  member.  Alternately,  a letter  of 
introduction  from  a qualified  person  is  required  to  ensure 
understanding  and  compliance  with  our  code  of  conduct. 

EON  (“Expressing  Our  Nature”):  Box  6293,  Camillus, 
NY  13031 

Nature:  EON  is  a non-profit,  non-sexual  social 
and  educational  peer  support  group.  It  is  comprised 
mainly  of  committed  couples,  one  of  which  is  a cross- 
dresser. 

Services:  We  have  social  get-togethers  in  a 

pleasant  atmosphere  at  the  home  of  one  of  our  members. 
We  also  have  non-dress  discussion  groups  for  our  couples 
and  friends.  We  have  several  shops  available  which  cater 
to  our  members.  We  also  have  a very  active  wives  support 
group. 

Security:  EON  requires  a screening  by  a member 
of  their  screening  committee  prior  to  invitation  as  a guest. 
If  you  would  like  to  become  a guest,  please  contact  us 
through  our  P.O.  box.  We  welcome  all  mature  and 
responsible  people  who  enjoy  the  company  of  friends 
who  share  a common  interest.  We  emphasize  good 
manners,  lady-like  behavior,  support,  and  security  for  all. 

TRANSVESTITES  ANONYMOUS  (TVA).  TV  A,  Box 
92055,  Rochester,  NY  14692;  (716)  458-7633 

Nature:  TVA  is  a growing  non-profit  support 
currently  consisting  of  about  30  members.  We  presently 
have  no  yearly  dues,  being  sustained  by  donations  from 
the  members. 

Services:  We  publish  a monthly  newsletter  for 
the  members.  We  meet  the  third  Tuesday  of  every  month. 
Our  new  4000  square  foot  Group  Facility  has  sufficient 
space  to  accommodate  overnight  stays. 

Security:  We  have  a screening  person  who  meets 
with  prospective  members.  We  also  control  the  member- 
ship list  for  security  reasons.  Access  to  our  Group  Facility 
is  limited  strictly  to  Key  Members. 

JENNIFER’S  JOURNAL  c/o  Jennifer  Wells,  Box  1417, 
Troy,  NY  12181. 

Nature.  Newsletter  for  M-F  TVs. 

Services:  Includes  articles  on  current  events, 
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common  sense,  observations,  beauty  tips,  and  related 
matters. 

CHI  DELTA  MU  CHAPTER,  TRI  ESS:  Chi  Delta  Mu , Box 
327,  Massapequa  Park,  NY  11762;  201-663-0772. 
Nature:  See  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’. 
Services:  Get-togethers  the  2nd  Saturday  of 
each  month  in  either  northern  New  Jersey  or  southern 
Westchester  County,  NY.  Very  interested  in  attracting 
wives  and  girl  friends.  We  have  over  75  paid  members, 
and  have  been  in  existence  over  four  years. 

Security:  Private  interview  with  Chapter  Presi- 
dent or  qualified  member. 

NEW  JERSEY.  PENNSYLVANIA 

NORTHERN  NEW  JERSEY:  Ms.  Lynda  Frank,  Box 
9192,  Morristown,  NJ  07960;  201-663-0772. 

Nature  Open  membership,  non-sexual. 
Services:  Get-togethers  the  last  Saturday  of  each 
month  at  various  locations  in  northern  NJ.  Ms.  Frank  now 
handles  the  TV-related  affairs  of  the  dissolved  Pine  Brook, 
NJ  chapter  as  well. 

Security:  Interview  required. 

NEW  NORTHERN  NEW  JERSEY  CHAPTER:  c/o  Ms. 
Kimberly  S.  Grant,  7 Mill  Road,  Irvington,  NJ  07111;  201- 
371-6577. 

Nature  TS/TG  support  and  social  functions. 
Services:  The  revised  Northern  New  Jersey 

Chapter  looks  forward  to  serving  the  TS/TG  Gender 
Community  with  individual  and  group  counseling,  refer- 
rals, and  general  support.  Persons  seeking  TV  informa- 
tion, support,  and  social  functions  are  encouraged  to 
contact  Ms.  Lynda  Frank  at  201-663-6772. 

SIGMA  NU  RHO  CHAPTER  TRI-ESS:  Dorothy  G . , Box 
467,  Oakhurst,  NJ  07755. 

Nature  Social  support  group  for  heterosexual 
crossdressers  and  their  significant  others. 

Services/Security:  See  “Society  for  the  Second 
Self’,  Tulare,  CA. 

EN  FEMME  MAGAZINE:  En  Femme  Magazine,  Box 
7854,  Trenton,  NJ  08628. 

Nature:  Non-sexual  magazine  dealing  with  all 
aspects  of  the  transvestite,  transsexual,  and  female  imper- 
sonator in  a tasteful,  dignified  manner. 

Services:  Articles,  interviews,  stories,  artwork, 
photos,  classifieds. 

THE  JERSEY  SHORE  SYSTEM:  Ocean  County,  NJ; 
609-693-8849.  300/1200  baud,  8N1. 

Nature  Computer  Bulletin  Board  Service. 
Services:  Log  on  using  the  name  APRIL  MAY 
with  the  password  of  FRIENDS  (all  caps) . This  will  get  you 
into  a sub-board  of  the  main  system.  After  you  have 
logged  on  as  above  you  may  register  the  name  of  your 
choice  for  future  access. 


FjjM:  c/o  S.G.,  Box  615,  Tenafly,  NJ  07670. 

Nature:  A non-profit  social  and  support  organi- 
zation created  by  and  for  female-to-male  transsexuals  and 
crossdressers.  “Knowledge  is  the  key  to  the  door  of 
gender-reassignment.  Up-to-date  information  is  essen- 
tial.” 

Services:  Social  events  in  the  New  York  area, 
confidential  contacts,  a comprehensive  resource  direc- 
tory, and  a newsletter.  Compiling  information  necessary 
to  the  F-M  transition  into  a central  database.  F2M  actively 
solicits  correspondence:  questions,  concerns,  and  all  items 
of  F-M  TS  information  are  requested. 

Security:  We  believe  that  confidentiality,  and 
often  anonymity  are  critical  issues  for  TSs  on  our  mailing 
list.  All  correspondence  is  considered  confidential. 

TRANSSEXUAL  SUPPORT  GROUP  OF  PHILADEL- 
PHIA TS  Support  Group,  15836,  Philadelphia,  PA  19103. 
Nancy  Ann  Forrest,  Director. 

Neiture  A non-profit  non-political  support  group 
for  are,  have  been,  or  think  they  may  be  transsexual.  The 
purpose  of  the  group  is  to  ease  the  loneliness,  the  feeling 
of  uniqueness,  and  to  provide  hope  through  open-minded- 
ness on  a common  ground  of  mutual  respect.  The  thrust 
of  the  group  is  geared  toward  the  whole  person,  not  just 
their  sex  or  gender,  but  rather  all  aspects-  physical,  men- 
tal, emotional,  and  physical. 

Services:  Our  group  meets  the  1st  and  3rd 

Tuesdays  of  each  month  at  Dignity  House,  252  South 
12th  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA.  We  have  raps,  workshops, 
and  other  events.  There  are  no  dues  or  fees;  we  are 
supported  solely  by  donations.  No  person  is  turned  away 
due  to  affectional  status  or  inability  to  pay. 

RENAISSANCE:  Box  1263,  King  of  Prussia,  PA  19406. 
(215)  640-9449  (after  6:30  EST.) 

Nature:  Renaissance  is  a non-profit,  non-sexual 
organization  dedicated  to  the  support  and  education  of 
the  transgendered  community  and  the  general  popula- 
tion. It  is  an  open  group  that  accepts  without  judgement 
and  helps  individuals  to  grow  at  their  own  pace. 

Services:  For  TVs  and  TSs.  Monthly  meetings 
with  educational  programs,  Significant  Other  Support 
Group,  Transsexual  Support  Group,  TV  rap  groups,  a 
monthly  newsletter,  and  community  activities.  Call  the 
Help  Line  24  hours  a day  for  information  on  the  latest 
activities. 

For  professionals:  Speakers  Bureau  with  experi- 
enced and  accomplished  lecturers  for  college,  university, 
radio,  and  television  appearances  anywhere  in  the  US. 
Renaissance  also  publishes  a series  of  Background  Papers 
to  help  professionals  and  clients  to  understand  transgen- 
der behavior. 

Security:  There  is  no  screening  process  for  pro- 
spective members.  A1  member  personal  information  is 
strictly  confidential  and  available  only  to  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

CREATIVE  DESIGN  SERVICES  Box  1263,  Kingof  Prus- 
sia, PA  19406;  215-640-9449. 
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Nature  A commercial  concern  marketing  a line  of 
products  and  services  for  the  TV/TS  Community. 

Services:  Publish  “Art  and  Illusion:  a Guide  to 
Crossdressing”  and  “LadyLike  Magazine”,  sponsors 
“Paradise  in  the  Poconos”  weekends  in  May  and  Septem- 
ber. 

Security:  None. 

TRANSPUT:  Box  3214,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15230.  Sheila 
Kirk,  President. 

Nature:  TransPitt  is  a non-profit,  non-sexual 
social  organization  with  an  open  membership  policy. 

Services:  Meetings  the  third  Saturday  of  each 
odd-numbered  month.  Referrals. 

Security:  Meeting  with  Club  officer. 

MARYLAND  - DELAWARE  - DC 
- VIRGINIA  - WEST  VIRGINIA 

BALTIMORE  CHAPTER  TRI-ESS:  c/o  Tri-Ess,  Box  194, 
Tulare,  CA  93275. 

Nature  Heterosexual  crossdressers’  support  group 
for  TVs  and  their  families. 

Services:  See  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’, 
Tulare,  CA. 

Security:  Inquire. 

SEXOLOGY  ASSOCIATES,  INC:  H Martin  Malin, 
PhD,  4835  Del  Ray  Avenue,  Bethesda,  MD  20814. 

Nature:  Counselling  for  transgendered  persons. 

JANUS/DC:  c/o  H.  Martin  Malin,  PhD,  4835  Del  Ray 
Avenue,  Bethesda,  MD  20814. 

Nature:  Transsexual  support.  Not  to  be  con- 
fused with  the  Society  of  Janus,  a California  S/M  group 
with  chapters  having  similar  names. 

BUTTERFLY  COUPLES  OF  NOVA  NOVA,  c/o  4835 
Del  Ray  Ave,  Bethesda,  MD  20814 

Nature:  Social/support  group  for  TVs,  TSs,  and 
their  significant  others.  An  emphasis  on  people  in  com- 
mitted relationships. 

Services:  Social  activities. 

Security:  Inquire. 

GENDER  IDENTITY  OUTREACH  CENTER  USA  c/o 

Gary,  Box  133,  Westminster,  MD  21157. 

Nature:  A nationwide  organization  for  persons 
seeking  information,  counselling,  or  referrals. 

Services:  A monthly  newsletter,  professional  and 
social  referrals,  and  a speakers  bureau.  Open  to  all 
persons  regardless  of  sexual  orientation  or  gender  status. 

Security:  Member  names  and  addresses  are 

strictly  confidential. 

BALTIMORE-WASI IINGTON  R.  Lewis,  Box  80724, 
Washington,  DC  20004-0724. 

Nature  Non-profit  social  organization  for  members 


ACADEMY  AWARDS  OF  WASHINGTON,  DC:  5104 
South  11th  Street,  Arlington,  VA  22202. 

Nature:  Theatrical  drag,  with  emphasis  on  the 
performing  arts. 

WASHINGTON,  DC  TRI  ESS  (FORMING  GROUP): 
Write  c/o  “Society  forthe  Second  Self’,  Box  194,  Tulare, 
CA  93275. 

CENTER  FOR  GENDER  REASSIGNMENT:  Deborah 
M.  Gilbert,  R.N.,  Coordinator,  400  W.  Brambleton  Ave- 
nue, Suite  300,  Norfolk,  VA  23510.  (804)  623-1090. 

Nature:  Intake  and  evaluation  center  for  persons 
seeking  permanent  gender  reassignment  and  SRS. 

Services:  A carefully  prepared  gender  transition 
program  which  meets  or  exceeds  all  aspects  of  the  Harry 
Benjamin  Standards  of  Care  for  transsexually  inclined 
persons. 

Security:  Applicants  to  this  program  are  sub- 
jected to  a thorough  screening  by  a highly  qualified  staff 
of  medical  and  gender  professionals.  An  18-month  pe- 
riod of  successful  cross-living  and  a minimum  of  six 
months’  hormone  therapy  is  required  prior  to  considera- 
tion for  surgery. 

DELTA  CHI  CHAPTER  Box  11254,  Lincolnia  Station, 
Alexandria,  VA  22312. 

Nature:  Social/support  group  for  TVs,  TSs,  and 
their  significant  others. 

Services:  Social  activities,  meetings  one  a month. 
Security:  Inquiry  needed. 

PASSING  FANCY:  Alexandria,  VA  703-765-6290;  300/ 
1200/2400  baud,  8N1. 

Nature:  Computer  Bulletin  Board  Service.  Both 
a public  and  a private  section.  The  private  section  is 
available  for  subscribers  only.  Answer  the  “SYSTEM  ID” 
prompt  with  “FANCY’  to  gain  access  to  the  public  sec- 
tion. 

CHARLSTON.WVTRI  ESS  (FORMING  GROUP):  Write 
c/o  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’,  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA 
93275. 


NORTH  CAROLINA  - SOUTH  CAROLINA 
- GEORGIA  - FLORIDA 

PHOENIX:  Phoenix,  c/o  J.  Britton,  54  Fulton  St,  Ashville, 
NC  28801 

Nature:  Non-profit  TV/TS  support  group.  Sig- 
nificant others  and  friends  welcome. 

Services:  Irregularly  scheduled  meetings.  In- 
quire for  time  and  location.  1 on  1 meetings  if  requested. 

Security:  Good  manners,  common  sense,  pro- 
tect the  security  and  peace  of  mind  of  all. 

CHARLOTTE,  NC  TRI  ESS  (FORMING  GROUP):  Write 
c/o  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’,  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA 
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WINSTON-SALEM  TRI  ESS  (FORMING  GROUP):  Write 
c/o  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’,  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA 
93275. 

FLORENCE,  SC  TRI  ESS  (FORMING  GROUP)  Write  c/ 
o “Society  for  the  Second  Self’,  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA 
93275. 

THE  MONTGOMERY  FOUNDATION,  INC:  Gender 
Dysphoric  Association,  Box  33311,  Decatur,  GA  30033. 

Nature:  Strictly  a support  group  for  F-M  and  M- 
F pre-  and  post-op  transsexuals.  No  fees. 

Services:  Referrals,  rap  sessions,  and  programs 
designed  for  the  needs  of  the  transsexual. 

THE  TRANSSEXUAL  VOICE  Box  16314,  Atlanta,  GA 
30321. 

Nature:  A newsletter  written  by  and  about  trans- 
sexuals. $2.00  per  copy;  $12.00  per  year. 

SIGMA  EPSILON  CHAPTER  TRI-ESS:  Sigma  Epsilon, 
Box  724222,  Atlanta,  GA  30339. 

Nature:  Social  support  group  for  crossdressers 
and  their  significant  others  in  the  Chattanooga,  TN  metro 
area.  Publishes  the  Dixie  Belle,  a monthly  newsletter 
“Serving  the  Sassy  Ladies  of  the  Sunny  South”. 

Services:  See  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’, 
Tulare,  CA. 

SERENITY:  c/o  Nikki  Bee,  Box  307,  Hollywood,  FL 
33022. 

Nature:  Social/support  group  for  TVs,  TSs,  and 
their  significant  others. 

Services:  Monthly  meetings  and  newsletter. 
Security:  Inquire. 

CENTRAL  FLORIDA  SISTERS:  Dale  Larson,  107  More- 
lia Lane,  Kissammee,  FL  32743. 

Nature:  Non-profit,  non-sexual  social  support 
group  for  crossdressers,  transsexuals,  and  their  significant 
others. 

Services:  Meetings  1st  Saturday  of  each  month. 
Security:  Screening  before  attendance.  Good 
manners  and  common  sense. 

BLOSSOM’S  SAFE  HOUSE  Blossom  C.  Paster,  28417 
Trident  Court,  Wesley  Chapel,  FL  34249.  (813)  973- 
0987. 

Nature:  A private  setting  where  CDs  can  take 
their  wardrobe,  makeup,  questions,  and  problems. 

Services:  Peer  counselling,  problem  solving, 

dressing,  electrology,  and  makeup  advice  by  a longtime 
professional  member  of  the  Gender  Community.  There  is 
a nominal  fee. 

Security:  Call  or  write. 

GIAD:  Box  76234,  St.  Petersburg,  FL  33734-6234.  Alex 
Hagblom,  Director. 

Nature:  A relatively  new  group  of  individuals 
dealing  with  gender  dysphoria. 


ST.  PETERSBURG  TRI  ESS  (FORMING  GROUP):  Write 
c/o  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’,  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA 
93275. 

ORLANDO  CHAPTER,  TRI-ESS:  c/o  Tri-Ess,  Box  194, 
Tulare,  CA  93275. 

Nature:  Heterosexual  crossdressers’  support  group 
for  TVs  and  their  families. 

Services:  See  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’, 
Tulare,  CA 

Security:  Inquire. 


ALABAMA  - MISSISSIPPI  - TENNESSEE 
- KENTUCKY  - ARKANSAS 

BETA  CHI  CHAPTER  OF  TRI-ESS  IN  MISSISSIPPI: 

Box  31253,  Jackson,  MS  39206-1253;  601-362-4549. 
Hotline:  (601)  982-7678.  Lee  Frances,  Secretary. 

Nature:  Social  support  group  for  crossdressers 
and  their  significant  others. 

Services:  See  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’, 
Tulare,  CA. 

Security:  Inquire. 

MEMPHIS,  TN  TRI  ESS  (FORMING  GROUP):  Write  cj 
o “Society  for  the  Second  Self’,  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA 
93275. 

OHIO  - INDIANA  - MICHIGAN 

PARADISE  CLUB:  Paradise,  Box  29654,  Parma,  OH 
44129 

Nature:  Paradise  is  a non-profit,  non-sexual 
social  organization  with  an  emphasis  on  friendship  and 
support,  especially  for  wives.  Paradise  has  approximately 
90  members,  with  an  average  of  50+  in  attendance  at 
each  meeting. 

Services:  Paradise  publishes  a newsletter  (Paradise 
Tales),  and  sponsors  a meeting  every  other  month  with  a 
catered  dinner  and  usually  a special  event  such  as  a 
speaker,  make-up  advice,  a show,  or  other  event  of 
interest. 

Security:  Paradise  welcomes  all  mature  and 

responsible.  We  place  emphasis  on  manners,  common 
sense,  and  the  security  of  all. Membership  is  offered  only 
after  a personal  interview  with  an  officer.  Non-members 
may  attend  meetings  with  the  concurrence  of  an  officer. 
Open  membership,  but  all  members  must  be  crossdressers, 
and  must  dress  at  meetings. 

ALPHA  OMEGA  CHAPTER,  TRI-ESS:  (formerly  Gene- 
sis) Box  954,  Elyria,  OH  44036  (attn:  Jill) 

Nature:  A social  support  group  for  heterosexual 
crossdressers  and  their  families. 

Services:  Bi-monthly  meetings.  Publish  the 

Alpha  Omega  Outreach  newsletter. 

Security:  Membership  and  attendance  at  a meeting 
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requires  the  approval  of  a qualified  Alpha  Omega  officer. 

CROSS-PORT:  Box  12701,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45212; 
attn:  Heather.  1-513-631-0732 

Nature:  Cross-Port  is  a non-profit,  non-sexual 
organization  for  the  male-to-female  and  the  female-to- 
male  crossdresser  and  transsexual,  and  supportive  friends 
regardless  of  sexual  preference,  practices,  or  orientation. 

Services:  Cross-Port  distributes  a monthly  news- 
letter to  all  members. 

Security:  All  guests  and  members  are  expected  to 
conduct  themselves  as  ladies  and  gentlemen.  Common 
sense  is  the  rule.  The  mailing  and  membership  lists  are 
confidential.  No  member  shall  reveal  the  true  name, 
address,  telephone  number,  or  profession  of  any  other 
member  to  anyone,  except  with  the  other  member’s 
express  permission. 

TOLEDO  TRI  ESS  (FORMING  GROUP):  Write  c/o 
“Society  for  the  Second  Self’,  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA 
93275. 

INDIANA  CROSSDRESSERS  SOCIETY  (Iota  Chi  Sigma): 
IXE,  Box  20710,  Indianapolis,  IN  46220. 

Nature  A non-profit  TV/TS  social/support  group. 
Services:  We  currently  have  about  20  members 
and  have  been  meeting  monthly  in  Indianapolis.  Our 
BBS  is  up  and  running!  Dial  (317)  784-6975,  select 
“KINKY  BBS”,  leave  E-Mail  for  “BOBBI  ALYSON”  or 
“SYSOP”. 

Security:  Inquire. 

CROSSROADS  CHAPTER  Club  address:  Crossroads, 
c/o , Box  1245,  Royal  Oak,  MI  48068-1245.  Milesa  Phar, 
President.  Business  address:  Box  1298,  Flint,  MI  48501. 
Phone  messages:  313-446-0782. 

Newsletter  Editor;  Kary  & Laura  I , Box  40715, 
Redford,  MI  48240. 

Nature:  Crossroads  is  a non-profit,  non-sexual 
social  organization  emphasizing  friendship,  support,  and 
the  peace  of  mind  of  all.  Crossroads  has  a formal  mem- 
bership of  approximately  90  and  an  informal  membership 
of  approximately  250. 

Services:  Crossroads  publishes  a newsletter 

(Crossroads  Chatter)  and  sponsors  both  formal  and  cas- 
ual social  activities.  We  provide  referrals  to  other  organi- 
zations nationwide,  and  to  helping  professionals  in  the 
Great  Lakes  area.  We  also  investigate  agencies,  busi- 
nesses, and  organizations,  and  do  considerable  outreach 
work  and  publicity  for  the  paraculture. 

Security:  Crossroads  welcomes  all  mature  and 
responsible  people,  and  emphasizes  good  manners, 
common  sense,  and  the  security  of  all. 

CROSSROADS  OF  SOUTHEAST  MICHIGAN:  See 
Crossroads  Chapter,  above. 

CROSSROADS  SPEAKERS  BUREAU:  Milesa  Phar,  Box 
1%,  Garden  City,  MI  48135. 


NATIONAL  GENDER  DYSPHORIA  ORGANIZATION 
AND  SUPPORT  GROUP:  N.G.D.O,  Box  02732,  Detroit, 
MI  48202;  313-842-5258.  Justina  Williams,  President. 

Nature:  N.G.D.O.  is  a non-profit  organization 
serving  gender  dysphoria  victims  and  crossdressers.  It  is 
a “crossover”  organization  into  the  general  public. 

Services:  N.G.D.O.  publishes  a newsletter 

(N.G.D.O.  Keys  to  Freedom)  and  sponsors  support 
groups  for  gender  dysphoric  persons,  crossdressers,  and 
parents.  N.G.D.O.  also  sponsors  Bible  reading  groups,  a 
speaker’s  bureau,  and  conventions. 

N.G.D.O.  GRAND  RAPIDS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  616- 
361-5459  (Ask  for  Becky) 

Nature:  See  N.G.D.O.  Detroit  listing. 

Services:  Complete  details  not  available  at  this 
time;  call. 

LM.E  OF  WESTERN  MICHIGAN:  Box  1153,  Grand 
Rapids,  MI  49501. 

Nature:  Social,  support,  and  educational  group 
for  crossdressers,  transsexuals,  and  their  significant  oth- 
ers, regardless  of  sexual  orientation. 

Services:  Social  outlet  of  the  Cross  Dresser.  Mail 
forwarding.  We  have  the  services  of  a MSW  social  worker 
free  of  charge  to  members.  Lectures  and  referrals.  Monthly 
meetings  and  socials. 

Security:  All  member  files  are  strictly  confiden- 
tial. Prospective  members  must  sign  a pledge  of  confiden- 
tiality. 

DETROIT  TRI  ESS  (FORMING  GROUP):  Write  c/o 
“Society  for  the  Second  Self’,  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA 
93275. 


ILLINOIS 

CHICAGO  GENDER  SOCIETY:  CGS,  Box  578005, 
Chicago,  IL  60657.  (312)  597-4893. 

Nature:  Non-profit  social  organization  for 

crossdressers,  transsexuals,  and  friends. 

Security:  Inquire. 

THE  SUNDAY  SOCIETY:  c/o  Sheila  L.  Samporgnaro, 
2511  North  Saint  Louis,  Chicago,  IL  60647;  312-486- 
3125. 

Nature:  Created  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  TS 
CGS  member  and  the  TS  community  at  large.  Affiliated 
with  the  Chicago  Gender  Society. 

Services:  Regular  meetings,  3rd  Sunday  of  each 
month.  Peer  support  for  pre-  and  post-op  TSs,  referrals, 
counseling,  public  education,  and  evaluation  of  profes- 
sional services. 

Security:  Inquire. 

CHAMELEONS  CLUB:  c/o  Guenevere  Ferguson,  505 
W.  Vine  St.,  Springfield,  IL  62704 

Nature  A new  group  (first  meeting  in  March 
1989)  for  TVs,  TSs,  CDs,  and  SOs. 
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Services:  Social  functions  and  personal  growth 

support. 

Security:  Write  for  details. 

a n CHAPTER  - TRI  ESS:  Box  40,  Wooddale,  IL  60191- 
0040.  Hot  Line:  312-364-9514. 

Nature:  Chicago  Chapter  of  the  Society  for  the 
Second  Self,  a non-profit  organization  for  heterosexual 
crossdressers. 

Services:  Social  activities,  a support  group  for 
wives  and  girlfriends,  a help  line,  newsletter,  library, 
speakers  bureau,  and  co-sponsor  of  “BeAllYou  Want  To 
Be”  weekend.  Meetings  the  3rd  Saturday  of  each  month, 
annual  family  picnic,  Awards  Banquet,  Christmas  Party. 
Security:  Inquire. 

THE  CROSSDRESSER’S  BUREAU:  G.  Wright,  Box 
172,  Gurnee,  IL  60031. 

Nature  Newsletter. 

Services:  The  definitive  source  for  news  on  and 
about  crossdressers  and  crossdressing  in  the  Chicagoland 
area  as  well  as  articles  and  information  of  interest  to  all. 
This  monthly  publication  is  now  available  by  subscription 
to  anywhere  in  the  US  and  Canada.  Six  issues  for  $6.00, 
twelve  issues  for  $10.00. 

WISCONSIN  - MINNESOTA 
- N.  DAKOTA  - S.  DAKOTA  - MONTANA 

WISCONSIN  NETWORK  The  Network,  Box  632,  Wau- 
kesha, WI 53187;  414-532-5735  (3-9  PM). 

Nature  The  Network  prefers  to  deal  with  people 
from  a variety  of  lifestyles  (gay/bi  men/women,  TVs/TSs 
and  others)  who  are  looking  for  long  term  relationships  or 
help  in  developing  relationships  with  others  or  with  the 
family,  friends,  and  significant  others  in  one’s  life. 

Services:  A monthly  newsletter,  monthly  meet- 
ings for  gay  men  and  women,  bisexual  men  and  women, 
TVs  and  TSs.  The  Network  also  provides  social  gather- 
ings for  special  events  and  a dating  service. 

CHANGING  MEN:  Editorial  Office  & Subscriptions,  306 
N.  Brooks  St,  Madison,  WI  53715 

Nature:  An  international  magazine  dealing  with 
the  issues  of  gender,  sex,  and  politics. 

PROGRAM  IN  HUMAN  SEXUALITY:  University  of 

Minnesota,  Research  East  Building,  2630  University  Avenue 
SE,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55414.  Call  (612)376-7520 
to  schedule  an  intake  session. 

Nature:  A professionally  managed  gender  pro- 
gram based  on  the  Harry  Benjamin  International  Gender 
Dysphoria  Association  Standards  of  Care.  Administered 
by  the  University’s  Department  of  Family  Practice  and 
Community  Health. 

Services:  Presently  treats  about  250  gender 

dysphoric  clients.  The  program  provides  intake  screen- 
ing, diagnosis,  alternative  options  and  pre-surgery  issues 


care,  and  related  assistance  in  a fully  professional  environ- 
ment. The  Program  offers  support  and  psychological 
services  for  families  and  children  of  gender  dysphoric 
people  as  well. 

CITY  OF  LAKES  CROSSDRESSERS  CLUB  (CLCC): 
Box  16265,  Minneapolis,  MN  55416. 

Nature:  Monthly  meetings.  The  group’s  purpose 
is  to  provide  a comfortable  social  setting  for  cross-dressers 
to  meet  like-minded  folks.  We  are  a non-sexual  group 
when  together;  however,  personal  orientation  is  not  con- 
sidered when  newcomers  apply  to  join  us. 

Security:  A personal  interview  before  coming  to 
the  first  party. 

SCD  PUBL1SI IING  c/o  Nancy  Lawson,  Box  6322, 
Minneapolis,  MN  55406. 

Nature:  TV/TS  publishing  house. 

Services:  Publishes  TV/TS  Talk  bi-monthly  for 
members  and  supporters  of  the  TV/TS  Community.  TV/ 
TSTalk  is  modeled  after  the  Penthouse  Forum,  but  deals 
exclusively  with  gender  related  issues.  $3.50  per  issue; 
$21.00  per  year. 

MINNESOTA  FREEDOM  OF  GENDER  EXPRESSION: 
MFGE,  Box  17945,  St.  Paul,  MN  55117. 

Nature:  An  open  service  and  peer  support  group 
for  trans-gender  persons,  their  significant  others,  and 
interested  persons. 

Services:  Newsletter,  peer  support,  services  list- 
ings for  members. 

Security:  Interview  required,  confidential  mem- 
bership listings  used  for  newsletter  and  related  organiza- 
tional mailings  only. 

CAROLYN’S  CLOSET:  Minneapolis,  MN;  612-452- 

2676;  300/1200  baud,  8N1. 

Nature:  Computer  Bulletin  Board:  Totally  free. 
Avery  nice,  user-friendly  board  with  some  very  nice  user- 
written  fiction  and  stories. 

MINNEAPOLIS  TRI  ESS  (FORMING  GROUP):  Write  c/ 
o “Society  for  the  Second  Self’,  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA 
93275. 


MISSOURI  - IOWA 
- NEBRASKA  - KANSAS 

ST  LOUIS  GATEWAY  FEMMES:  SLGF,  Box  1262,  St 
Louis,  MO  63188. 

Nature:  A social/support  group  for  the  TV/TS 
Community  and  interested  professionals.  Provides  members 
the  opportunity  to  dress  at  meetings,  share  experiences, 
improve  feminine  abilities,  and  give  each  other  the  sup- 
port we  all  need.  Meetings  are  held  on  the  3rd  Saturday 
of  each  even  numbered  month. 

Services:  A bi-monthly  newsletter,  the  Gateway 
Femmes  Gazette,  club  business  cards,  and  a membership 
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RIVERCTTY:  Box  1305,  Belleview,  NE  68005. 

Nature;  Non-profit  educational,  support,  and 
social  group  for  TVs,  TSs,  and  significant  others. 

Services:  We  currently  have  about  20  members, 
meet  monthly  in  Omaha,  and  have  a newsletter.  We 
network  with  other  groups  and  sisters.  We  work  with  local 
helping  professionals,  perform  outreach,  and  maintain 
files  of  educational  and  resource  material  including  list- 
ings of  local  services. 

Security:  Inquire. 

ST.  LOUIS  TRI  ESS  (FORMING  GROUP):  Write  cl o 
“Society  for  the  Second  Self’,  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA 
93275. 

KANSAS  CITY  TRI  ESS  (FORMING  GROUP) : Write  c/o 
“Society  for  the  Second  Self’,  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA 
93275. 

CEDAR  RAPIDS  CHAPTER,  TRI  ESS:  Iowa  Artistry,  Box 
75,  Cedar  Rapids,  IA  52406. 

Nature:  Heterosexual  crossdressers’  support  group 
for  TVs  and  their  families. 

Services:  See  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’, 
Tulare,  CA. 

Services:  Inquire. 

CLUB  GEMINI  418  Linn  Street,  Leavenworth,  KS  66048. 
Rebecca  Gail  Croslove,  Director. 

Nature:  A newly-formed  non-sexual  social  sup- 
port group  for  TVs  and  TSs. 

Services:  Meetings,  peer  support,  information 
exchange. 

Security:  The  privacy  and  confidentiality  of  all 
members  is  carefully  protected.  Members  are  screened 
before  attending  a meeting. 

CROSSDRESSERS  AND  FRIENDS:  c/o  Randi  Campbell, 
Box  4092,  Overland  Park,  KS  66204. 

Nature:  Support  for  crossdressers  and  friends. 
Services:  Inquire. 

Security:  Inquire. 

RHO  CHI  RHO  CHAPTER  -TRI  ESS:  River  City  Ruffles, 
Box  24060,  Omaha,  NB  68124-0060 

Nature:  Social  support  group  for  heterosexual 
crossdressers  and  their  significant  others. 

Services/Security:  See  “Society  for  the  Second 
Self’,  Tulare,  CA. 


LOUISIANA  - TEXAS  - OKIAHOMA 

TRI  DELTA  CHI:  Box  870213,  New  Orleans,  LA  70187- 
1300. 

Nature:  New  Orleans  chapter  of  the  Society  for 
the  Second  Self.  Social  support  group  for  crossdressers 
and  their  significant  others. 


Services:  See  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’, 
Tulare,  CA. 

Security:  Inquire. 

TAU  CHI  CHAPTER  - TRI  ESS:  Tau  Chi,  Box  533, 
Richmond,  TX  77469. 

Nature:  Social  support  group  for  heterosexual 
crossdressers  and  their  significant  others. 

Services:  See  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’, 
Tulare,  CA. 

Security:  Membership  and  attendance  requires 
an  interview  with  the  chapter  president. 

A.C.D.A.:  Box  402,  Austin,  TX  78767  (512)  472-8452. 
Edwina  Wilson,  president. 

Nature:  A social  and  support  group  for  CDs,  TSs, 
their  families  and  friends.  Emphatically  NOT  a therapy 
group  or  gay  dating  service. 

Services:  Meetings  the  3rd  Saturday  of  every 
month  (dressing  not  required).  Anyone  with  an  interest  in 
crossdressing  is  welcome  to  inquire. 

Security:  Interested  persons  must  complete  a 
questionnaire  and  be  interviewed. 

DELTA  OMEGA  CHAPTER  (DALLAS  CHAPTER)  - TRI 

ESS:  Box  461401,  Garland,  TX  75046. 

Nature:  Social,  for  heterosexual  TVs  and  their 
significant  others. 

Services:  Social  activities;  publish  the  DFW  New 
Missies  newsletter. 

Security:  Membership  and  attendance  requires 
an  interview  with  a chapter  officer. 

BOULTON  AND  PARK  SOCIETY:  Box  169652,  San 
Antonio,  TX  78280-3252.  Hotline:  512-657-2540. 

Nature:  open,  non-profit,  non-sexual.  Social 
and  peer  support  plus  local  information  for  transsexual, 
transvestic,  and  transgendered  folks,  their  families  and 
friends. 

Services:  Meetings,  newsletter  (Gender  Eupho- 
ria) , business  directory,  outreach  to  helping  professionals, 
plus  a national  outreach  program  for  individuals  referred 
to  us. 

Services:  You  are  expected  to  be  mature  enough 
to  exist  with  others  in  social  situations,  exercising  good 
manners  and  good  sense  in  protecting  the  security  and 
peace  of  mind  of  all.  Before  attending  your  first  soiree  you 
must  meet  with  a designated  member.  If  we  aren’t 
comfortable  with  you,  you  won’t  be  invited  to  attend. 

COLORADO  - UTAH 
- WYOMING  - IDAHO 

GENDER  IDENTITY  CENTER  OF  COLORADO,  INC. 

(G.I.C.):  Box  11563,  3715  32nd  Avenue,  Denver,  CO 
80211;  303-458-5378. 

Nature:  A non-profit,  tax-exempt,  educational 
and  affiliative  organization  designed  to  provide  a public 
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Services:  G.I.C.  provides  information  and  edu- 
cation on  the  issues  of  cross-dressing  and  gender  conflict 
through  a library  of  books  and  journal  articles,  rap  ses- 
sions, workshops  and  seminars,  and  guest  speakers  from 
various  areas  of  the  community.  These  areas  include 
medical,  legal,  insurance,  personal  grooming,  male  and 
female  appearance  and  behaviors,  and  other  related 
matters.  G.I.C.  also  provides  a Speaker’s  Bureau  and  a 
24-hour  hotline. 

DELTA  CHAPTER  TRI-ESS  (Denver):  Delta  Chapter,  cl 
o Box  194,  Tulare,  CA  93275  (temporary  mailing  ad- 
dress). 

Nature  Social  support  group  for  heterosexual 
crossdressers  and  their  significant  others. 

Services/Security:  See  “Society  for  the  Second 
Self’,  Tulare,  CA 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  GENDER  EDUCATION  RE- 
SPONSE TIGER,  Box  17442,  Denver,  CO  80217. 

Nature  Non-profit  legal  advocacy  task  force  for 
the  crossdressing  and  transsexual  community. 

Services:  Building  and  utilizing  a legal  defence 
fund  to  fight  for  your  right  to  crossdress.  All  donations  are 
gratefully  accepted.  Affiliated  with  ETVC  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

GENDER  IDENTITY  CLINIC:  Tomye  Kelley,  MA,  3715 
W.  38th  Ave.,  Denver,  CO  80211  303-458-5378. 

Nature  Practice  limited  to  work  with  crossdressers, 
the  gender  conflicted,  and  their  significant  others. 

Services:  Private  one-on-one  psychotherapy, 
weekly  support  groups,  process  groups  for  those  in  or 
preparing  for  transition.  Also  a professional  Speaker’s 
Forum. 

INGERSOLL  GENDER  CENTER,  Colorado  Office:  406 
First  National  Bank  Building,  Box  402,  Trinidad,  CO 
81082.  Marsha  Botzer,  President;  206-281-0943  (in 
Washington  State). 

Nature  See  I.G.C.,  Seattle,  WA. 

GENDER  EDEN  TIT  Y COMMITTEE:  Department  of 

Psychiatry,  University  of  Utah,  College  of  Medicine,  50 
North  Medical  Drive,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84132;  801-581- 
7951.  Dr.  NylaJ.  Cole,  MD. 

Services:  Details  not  available  at  this  time. 

SALT  LAKE  CITY  CHAPTER,  TRI-ESS:  Alpha  Provesta, 
Box  26711,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84126. 

Nature  Heterosexual  crossdressers’  support  group 
for  TVs  and  their  families. 

Services:  See  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’, 
Tulare,  CA 

Security:  Inquire. 


ARIZONA  - NEW  MEXICO  - NEVADA 

A ROSE  Box  4351,  Scottsdale,  AZ  85261. 

Nature:  A non-sexual  support  group  for  TVs, 
TSs,  their  wives,  friends,  and  relatives. 

ALPHA  ZETA  CHAPTER  TRI-ESS:  Alpha  Zeta,  Box 
24459,  Tempe,  AZ  85285-4459. 

Nature:  A support  group  for  heterosexual 

crossdressers,  and  their  significant  others. 

Services:  Social  activities,  monthly  meetings. 
Security:  Before  attending,  and  interview  with  a 
chapter  officer  is  required. 

FIESTA!:  Box  1842,  Farmington,  NM  87499. 

Nature:  The  New  Mexico  chapter  of  Tri-Ess. 
Services:  See  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’, 
Tulare,  CA. 

DOUBLE  IMAGE:  Box  71795,  Las  Vegas,  NV  89170- 
1795;  702-795-8798. 

Nature:  A non-profit  support  group  for  TVs,  TSs, 
crossdressers,  and  family. 

Services:  Inquire. 

Security:  Inquire. 

CALIFORNIA 

NEUTRAL  CORNER:  Box  12581, SanDiego,CA  92112. 

Nature:  A self-help  group  for  crossdressers, 

transsexuals,  and  their  families.  Its  purpose  is  to  help  its 
members  live  a normal  and  productive  life. 

Services:  Serving  San  Diego  County  with  social 
and  educational  programs,  a communication  network, 
monthly  meetings,  membership  consulting,  wives’  and 
families’  input,  a buyer’s  guide,  and  a list  of  helping 
professionals. 

Security:  Inquire. 

SAN  DIEGO  CHAPTER,  TRI  ESS:  c/o  Tri  Ess,  Box  194, 
Tulare,  CA  93275 

Nature:  Social  support  group  for  heterosexual 
crossdressers  and  their  significant  others. 

Nature:  See  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’, 
Tulare,  CA 

Security:  Inquire. 

POWDER  PUFF  OF  CALIFORNIA  (PPOQ  c/o  Judy 
Scott,  Box  1162,  Brea,  CA  92622;  714-255-1722  5:00  to 
9:00  PM  ONLY. 

Nature:  Open  non-sexual  social  club  for 

crossdressers  and  their  significant  others. 

Services:  Meetings  on  the  3rd  Saturday  of  each 

month. 

Security:  Interview  by  club  officer. 


FEMININE  IMAGE  c/o  Aicia,  Ontario,  CA  91762;  619- 
244-4481. 
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solving  regardless  of  your  sexual  preference  or  practices. 

Services:  Meetings  on  the  2nd  Saturday  of  each 
month.  Social  activities  and  group  outings.  Novices 
welcome. 

Security:  High  regard  for  discretion. 

CROSSDRESSER  HETEROSEXUAL  INTERSOCIAL 
CLUB  (CHIC):  Box  562,  Duarte,  CA  90010.  Informa- 
tion/Speakers Bureau:  714-993-7142. 

Nature:  CHIC  is  for  heterosexual  transvestites  or 
crossdressers  only,  their  wives,  professional  people  (MDs, 
psychologists,  teachers,  etc.),  and  friends.  We  are  a local 
Southern  California  organization.  We  offer  support  and 
friendship,  and  stress  security  and  good  manners. 

Services:  We  sponsor  meetings,  parties,  monthly 
dinners,  and  seminars  on  make-up,  wigs,  clothes,  and 
other  topics  of  interest.  We  publish  a monthly  newsletter 
(CHIC  Clippings)  and  sponsor  educational  programs  for 
the  public.  Meetings  held  2nd  Saturday  night  of  each 
month. 

Security:  Meetings  are  closed  except  to  members 
and  approved  guests.  All  guests  must  be  screened  and 
approved  by  two  Board  members  and  (if  a home  meeting) 
the  hostess.  Prospective  members  must  apply  with  a 
written  application,  be  interviewed  by  two  members  of  the 
Membership  Committee,  and  then  approved  by  the  Board 
of  Directors.  CHIC  emphasizes  strict  security  for  all  its 
members  and  guests. 

NATIONAL  GENDER  PROJECT:  Box  126,  Northridge, 
CA  91328.  Dr.  Richard  F.  Docter,  PhD,  Director,  Depart- 
ment of  Psychology,  California  State  University  Northridge, 
Northridge,  CA  91330;  818-885-2828. 

Nature:  Individual  and  marital  counselling  for 
TVs,  TS,  and  their  significant  others;  research  on  gender 
issues. 

Services:  Counselling  and  research  on  gender 
issues.  Dr.  Richard  Doctor’s  new  book,  Transvestites  and 
Transsexuals:  Toward  a Theory  of  Cross-Gender  Behav- 
ior is  now  available  from  I.F.G.E.,  Box  367,  Wayland,  MA 
01778.  ($29.50  plus  $2.50  shipping  and  handling.) 

ALPHA  CHAPTER  TRI-ESS:  c/o  Charlene  Day,  Box 
3501,  Arcadia,  CA  91006 

Nature:  Social  and  support  group  for  heterosex- 
ual crossdressers  and  their  significant  others. 

Services:  See  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’, 
Tulare,  CA 

GENDER  DYSPHORIA  PROGRAM  OF  ORANGE 
COUNTY,  INC.:  31815  Camino  Capistrano,  Suite  L,  San 
Juan  Capistrano,  CA  92675;  714-661-7332. 

Nature:  A comprehensive  program  for  gender 
dysphoric  persons.  Our  program  is  one  of  many  options 
available.  It  is  a composite  of  evaluative  and  treatment 
techniques  developed  over  the  years  by  the  more  success- 
ful programs,  which  permit  extensive  screening  and  inter- 
action of  the  patient  at  minimum  cost,  integrating  the 
patient  into  the  mainstream  of  society. 

Services:  Our  program  is  structured  to  permit  the 


patient  to  explore  alternatives  to  sex  reassignment  while 
providing  an  effective  support  mechanism  during  transi- 
tion. Our  program  is  a 4-block  procedure  consisting  of 
intake,  transition/support,  surgery  approval/disapproval, 
and  follow-up. 

OMEGA  CHI  TRI-ESS  (Orange  County,  CA):  Omega, 
Box  9091,  Anaheim,  CA  92802. 

Nature:  social  support  group  for  crossdressers 
and  their  significant  others. 

Services/Security:  See  “Society  for  the  Second 
Self’,  Tulare,  CA. 

J2CP  INFORMATION  SERVICES:  Box  184,  San  Juan 
Capistrano,  CA  92693-0184;  714-496-5227. 

Nature:  J2CP  provides  information  and  referral 
services  formerly  provided  by  the  Erickson  Educational 
Foundation  and  the  JANUS  Information  Facility. 

Services:  J2CP  provides  an  information  pack- 
age consisting  of  pamphlets  and  literature  concerning 
Gender  Dysphoria  Syndrome,  TVism,  and  TSism.  This 
info  package  is  available  at  a cost  of  $25.00  to  cover 
research,  printing,  secretarial,  and  postage  services.  J2CP 
also  provides  referrals  to  reputable  counselors,  psycho- 
therapists, gender  programs,  and  peer  groups  near  your 
home.  Certified  checks  and  money  orders  should  be 
made  payable  to  J2CP  Information  Services.  Please 
specify  whether  you  are  M-F  TS,  F-M  TS,  or  TV.  If  TS, 
please  provide  your  place  of  birth. 

HARRY  BENJAMIN  INTERNATIONAL  GENDER 
DYSPHORIA  ASSOCIATION:  HBIGDA,  900  Welch 
Road  #402,  Stanford,  CA  94304. 

Nature:  A non-profit  professional  group  with 
special  interest  in  gender  dysphoria  syndrome. 

THE  PACIFIC  CENTER  FOR  HUMAN  GROWTH:  Box 
908,  Berkeley,  CA  94701;  415-548-8283.  Hot  Line: 
415-841-6224.  Alyana  Guenther,  Executive  Director. 

Nature:  A private,  non-profit  agency  funded  by 
the  United  Way,  county  revenue  sharing  funds,  sliding 
scale  fees,  and  contributions.  The  Center  is  dedicated  to 
providing  high-quality  services  to  sexual  minorities  of  all 
ages,  races,  and  backgrounds. 

Services:  Educational  services  and  outreach  to 
the  community  at  large.  Speaker’s  Bureau,  counseling, 
and  group  meetings. 

CHI  TAU  TRI-ESS  (Tulare  Area):  c/o  Tri-Ess,  Box  194, 
Tulare,  CA  93275. 

Nature:  Social  and  support  group  for  crossdressers 
and  their  significant  others. 

Security/Services:  See  “Society  for  the  Second 
Self’,  Tulare,  CA,  below. 

SOCIETY  FOR  THE  SECOND  SELF:  Carol  Beecroft, 
Box  194,  Tulare,  CA  93275. 

Nature:  Tri-Ess  is  a non-profit  organization 

exclusively  for  heterosexual  crossdressers  and  their  sig- 
nificant others. 
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Services:  Tri  Ess  provides  a correspondence 
directory,  a directory  of  commercial  services,  a magazine 
(the  Femme  Mirror),  and  chapters  throughout  the  US. 

Security:  Membership  in  Tri  Ess  is  open  to 

heterosexual  TVs  only.  Membership  and  attendance  at  a 
local  chapter  meeting  requires  an  interview  with  the  chap- 
ter president  or  older  member  to  insure  that  the  applicant 
is  heterosexual  and  will  comply  with  the  Tri  Ess  code  of 
conduct. 

“INLAND  EMPIRE”  (EAST  OF  LA)  TRI  ESS  (FORMING 
GROUP):  Write  c/o  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’,  Box 
194,  Tulare,  CA  93275. 

DELTA  CHI  CHAPTER  - TRI  ESS:  c/o  Kymberleigh 
Richards,  P.O.  Box  6394,  Ventura,  CA  93006-6394 

Nature  Non-profit  support  group  for  TVs  and 
other  crossgendered  individuals. 

Services:  Monthly  meetings  & socials,  work- 
shops, rap  sessions. 

Security:  Names  and  addresses  used  only  for 
internal  roster  and  club  mailings;  access  only  by  Chapter 
officers.  All  members  are  expected  to  honor  all  confi- 
dences placed  in  them  by  other  members.  Contact  Chap- 
ter President  for  information  about  attending  meetings. 

RAINBOW  GENDER  ASSOCIATION  Box  700730,  San 
Jose’,  CA  95170. 

Nature  Formerly  San  Jose’  Chapter,  GGA. 
Non-profit,  non-sexual  social/support  group  for 
crossdressers,  transsexuals,  and  their  significant  others 
regardless  of  their  gender  or  sexual  orientation. 

Services:  Our  objective  is  to  provide  a safe  and 
welcome  place  for  male-to-female  and  female-to-male 
transsexuals,  transvestites,  and  their  significant  others  to 
get  together  with  like-minded  individuals.  Attendance  at 
all  RGA  functions  is  open  to  all  regardless  of  gender.  We 
also  promote  the  complete  development  of  RGA  members 
as  complete  men  and  women  through  emotional  support 
and  education.  We  reach  out  to  all  transsexuals  and 
transvestite  in  an  effort  to  help  them  accept  and  make 
peace  with  themselves.  We  publish  a newsletter  and 
sponsor  social  programs,  peer  support,  outreach  work, 
and  public  education.  Visitors  are  welcome. 

THURSDAY  IRREGULARS:  Joan  Sheldon,  Box  7205, 
San  Jose’,  CA  75150-7205. 

Nature:  For  nearly  7 years  a group  of  TVs  and 
their  friends  have  met  every  Thursday  for  lunch.  An 
informal  discussion  group  and  meeting  of  good  friends. 
Participants  come  as  their  “male”  selves. 

Security.  The  group  is  very  security  conscious, 
so  inquire  about  requirements. 

SAN  JOSE  TRI  ESS  (FORMING  GROUP):  Write  c/o 
“Society  for  the  Second  Self’,  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA 
93275. 

FTM  1827  Haight  Street  #164,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94117;  415-626-5824,  ask  for  Lou. 


Nature:  Support  group  exclusively  for  female-to- 
male  crossdressers,  TSs,  and  their  significant  others. 
Services:  Inquire. 

Security  Inquire. 

TRI  ESS  SACRAMENTO  (FORMING  GROUP):  Write  cj 
o “Society  for  the  Second  Self’,  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA 
93275. 

SOCIETY  OF  JANUS  - SACRAMENTO  GROUP:  c/o 
Box  13852,  Sacramento,  CA  95838-3582. 

Nature:  JANUS  provides  a forum  on  the  erotic 
arts  of  S/M,  dominance/submission  (D/S),  and  bondage 
and  discipline  (B/D)  in  a supported  and  unloaded  atmos- 
phere. This  is  where  people  can  share  practical  informa- 
tion and  ideas,  feelings,  health  and  safety  information,  etc. 
JANUS  offers  education  to  the  general  public  about  the  S/ 
M community  and  to  the  S/M  community  about  itself.  All 
activities  must  be  safe,  sane,  and  consensual. 

Services:  Monthly  program  meetings  feature 

guest  speakers  and  general  rap  sessions.  Member  in- 
volvement is  a vital  part  of  the  success  of  this  group. 

Security:  All  membership  lists  and  mailings  are 
kept  in  strictest  confidence. 

EDUCATIONAL  TV  CHANNEL  (ETVC):  Box  6846,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94101. 

Nature.  ETVC  is  a delightful  group  of  TVs,  TSs, 
Significant  Others,  and  friends.  It  is  intended  as  a social 
and  educational  group,  to  meet  and  to  have  a good  time 
as  well  as  educate  the  public.  ETVC  is  non-sexual,  and 
has  an  open  membership  policy  with  approximately  165 
members. 

Services:  ETVC  publishes  the  ETVC  Newsletter, 
and  provides  a program  of  social  and  educational  pro- 
grams, and  referrals. 

Security  The  mailing  and  membership  lists  are 
confidential.  Only  the  officers  are  permitted  access  to 
these  lists,  except  in  the  case  of  judicial  process.  No 
member  shall  reveal  the  true  name,  address,  telephone 
number,  or  profession  of  another  member  to  anyone, 
except  with  the  other  members’  express  permission. 

SIGNIFICANT  OTHERS  SUPPORT:  SOS,  c/o  ETVC, 
Box  6846,  San  Francisco,  CA  94101. 

Nature:  Affiliated  with  ETVC.  An  educational 
and  support  organization  for  the  “significant  others”  of 
crossdressers  and  transsexuals. 

Services:  Meetings  and  a newsletter. 

Security  See  ETVC. 

GENDER  IDENTITY  ANONYMOUS:  No  mailing  ad- 
dress available. 

Nature:  A non-judgmental  transgender  support 

group. 

Services:  Meetings  every  Thursday  in  the  Sci- 
ence of  Mind  room  at  3255  Balboa  Street  (near  34th 
Avenue),  San  Francisco. 

FEMALE  TO  MALE  TRANSSEXUAL  GROUP  FTM, 
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Sullivan  (415)  626-5874 

Nature:  Support  group  for  female-to-male 

crossdressers  and  transsexuals  and  their  “significant  oth- 
ers” only. 

Services:  Get-togethers  held,  and  FTM  Newslet- 
ter published  quarterly. 

THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  HIS- 
TORICAL SOCIETY:  SFBAGLHS,  Box  42126,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94142. 

Nature:  Reference  library  for  lesbian,  gay,  and 
transgendered  persons. 

Services:  Large  periodical  collection  of  Bay  Area 
and  California  titles  preserved  for  research. 

TENDERLOIN  SELF-HELP  CENTER:  191  Golden  Gate 
Ave,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102  (415)  554-0518 

Nature:  We  are  an  innovative  and  non-tradi- 
tional  mental  health  program.  We  are  a project  of  Central 
City  Hospitality  House. 

Services:  Training  in  peer  counselling,  support 
group  facilitation,  job  training.  We  offer  peer  counselling, 
TV/TS  support  groups,  A. A.,  shelter  referrals  and  emer- 
gency medical  care  referrals,  and  other  basic  survival 
needs.  We  serve  the  ‘Tenderloin’  and  ‘South  Of  Market’ 
communities  of  San  Francisco. 

AMERICAN  TRANSSEXUAL  EDUCATION  CENTER 

A.T.E.C,  1626  N.  Wilcox  Avenue,  Suite  584,  Hollywood, 
CA  90028;  213-469-7559  or  213-664-4098.  Amanda 
Costlow,  Director 

Nature:  New  grassroots  TS  organization  offering 
a variety  of  actual  and  proposed  services  to  the  TS 
community. 

Services:  Information  exchange,  referral,  litera- 
ture, peer  counseling,  speakers,  and  home  crisis  interven- 
tion. Willing  to  help  the  TS  in  any  way  possible. 

GENDER-NET:  Oakland,  CA  415-763-5163. 

Nature:  Computer  Bulletin  Board  Service.  300/ 
1200  baud,  8N1. 

Services:  Two  bulletin  board  sections,  public 
and  private.  The  private  section  is  available  to  subscrib- 
ers only.  The  oldest  continuously  run  BBS  dedicated  to 
the  TV/TS. 

VENTURA  CHAPTER,  TRI-ESS:  do  Kimberleigh  Richards, 
Box  6394,  Ventura,  CA  93006-6394. 

Nature:  Heterosexual  crossdressers’  support  group 
for  TVs  and  their  families. 

Services:  See  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’, 
Tulare,  CA. 

Security:  Inquire. 

GENDER  COMMUNITY  ADVOCATES:  GCA,  c/o  Ms. 
Tauria  Linala,  512  W.  Evergreen,  Santa  Maria,  CA 
93454,  805-922-1309. 

Nature:  GCA  is  a non-profit  educational  project 
established  to  provide  services  by  and  for  the  Gender 
Community.  Affiliated  with  the  Universal  Life  Church. 


Open  to  all. 

Services:  Local  support  group  serving  Central 
California.  Information,  referrals,  support  and  peer  coun- 
seling. Gender  and  sex  information;  referrals  for  medical 
and  professional  support,  personal  care,  correspondence 
and  peer-linking.  International  contacts.  Peer  counselling 
by  telephone  and/or  appointment.  Donations  and  contri- 
butions are  welcome  and  tax-deductible. 

Security:  Inquire. 

SACRAMENTO  GENDER  ASSOCIATION:  SGA,  c/o 
Jennifer  Richards,  Box  417701,  Sacramento,  CA  95841. 
(916)  441-8045  (24  hrs.). 

Nature:  SGA  ia  a non-sexual  organization  open 
to  all  TVs,  TGs,  TSs,  Significant  Others,  and  any  other 
friends  who  will  respect  each  person’s  right  to  self-expres- 
sion. SGA  ia  an  educational,  social,  and  support  group. 

Services:  Monthly  7:00  PM  meetings  on  the 
fourth  Saturday  of  each  month  at  a friendly  location  in 
Sacramento.  There  may  be  a guest  speaker,  rap  session, 
orageneral  “get-acquainted”  theme.  SGA  publishes  a bi- 
monthly newsletter. 

Security:  All  mailing  and  membership  lists  are 
kept  confidential.  Only  certain  officers  have  access. 

WASHINGTON  - OREGON 
- HAWAII  - ALASKA 

NORTHWEST  GENDER  ALLIANCE  NWGA,  Box  4928, 
Portland,  OR  97208. 

Nature:  A non-profit,  non-sexual  social  organi- 
zation serving  the  crossdressing  community. 

Services:  The  Northwest  Chapter  has  at  least  one 
function  a month.  The  days  vary  in  order  to  enable  all  of 
our  girls  to  attend  as  often  as  possible.  We  also  publish  a 
monthly  newsletter. 

Security:  Private  interview  with  the  chapter  presi- 
dent. 

SALMACIS:  The  Equalitarian  Feminist  Social  Society, 
Box  1604,  Eugene,  OR  97440- 1604.  Sally  Ann  Douglas, 
Social  Director;  Leslie-Shawn  Witham,  hypnotherapist; 
502-688-4282  (Sally  Ann,  6-11  PM  PST). 

Nature:  Salmacis  is  a social  and  service  society 
devoted  to  the  concept  of  feminism,  supporting  all  those 
who  are  or  desire  to  become  women. 

Services:  Direct  telephone  counseling,  contact 
with  others  with  similar  interests,  contact  with  our  central 
organization  and  other  oiganizations,  and  personal  growth 
workshops.  Also  publish  Femmes  Together  and  The 
Equalitarian  Feminist.  The  Salmacis  Social  Society  meets 
the  3rd  Monday  of  every  month,  8PM  at  the  Riv,  39  W. 
10th  St.,  Eugene,  OR. 

SAIJSf  ION,  The  Womyn’s  Information  Network  Box 

1604,  Eugene,  OR  97440-1604;  Leslie-Shawn  Witham, 
Director. 

Nature:  A service  and  information  network  for 
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lifestyle. 

Services:  The  only  femininity  clinic  for  males  and 
she-males  that  is  run  by  a staff  of  professional  women. 

EUGENE  TRI  ESS  (FORMING  GROUP).  Write  c/o 
“Society  for  the  Second  Self’,  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA 
93275. 

EMERALDCITY:Box31318, Seattle,  WA 98103.  Janice 
Van  Cleve,  Secretary. 

Nature:  The  Emerald  City  is  a non-profit,  non- 
sexual  organization  providing  social  and  educational  services 
for  the  transvestite  community  of  Seattle  and  the  North- 
west. Promotes  positive  public  image  in  the  media,  in  the 
professions,  and  in  the  business  community.  Provides 
assistance  and  opportunities  for  public  presentation  as 
well  as  private  parties  and  good  friendships.  An  inde- 
pendent organization,  but  works  closely  with  the  Ingersoll 
Gender  Center  and  the  Seattle  Counselling  Service. 

Services:  At  least  three  functions  each  month 
with  variety  to  accommodate  most  tastes  and  budgets. 
Constantly  updated  listing  of  acceptable  vendors  and 
contacts  to  a wide  variety  of  products  and  services.  Monthly 
newsletter  and  educational  services. 

Security:  Must  be  sponsored  by  an  active,  par- 
ticipating member  or  attend  the  TV/TS  Support  Group  at 
the  Seattle  Counselling  Service  and  be  accepted  by  an 
Emerald  City  officer.  Mailing  lists  are  strictly  confidential. 

THE  INGERSOLLGENDER  CENTER  4604  Stone  Way 
N.,  Seattle,  WA  98103;  206-281-0943,  Marcia  Botzer, 
President. 

Nature:  A non-profit  organization  serving  the 
transsexual-transvestite  community. 

Services:  Individual  and  group  counseling,  pro- 
fessional consultation  to  service  providers,  referrals,  re- 
search, and  public  information  presentation.  Works  closely 
with  the  Seattle  Counselling  Service. 

SEATTLE  COUNSELLING  SERVICE  1605  Broadway, 
Seattle,  WA  98122;  206-329-8707. 

Services:  Counselling  service  for  sexual  minori- 
ties; weekly  support  group  for  TVs  and  TSs. 

SATIN  AND  LACE  c/o  Kyndel  Fay  Mercedes,  Box 
113162,  Anchorage,  AK  99511. 

Nature  A non-profit,  non-sexual  organization 
for  the  male-to-female  and  the  female- to-male  crossdresser 
and  transsexual,  and  supportive  friends  regardless  of 
sexual  preference,  practices,  or  orientation. 

Services:  Meetings,  a monthly  newsletter. 

Security:  All  guests  and  members  are  expected  to 
conduct  themselves  as  ladies  and  gentlemen.  Common 
sense  is  the  rule.  The  mailing  and  membership  lists  are 
confidential.  No  member  shall  reveal  the  true  name, 
address,  telephone  number,  or  profession  of  any  other 
member  to  anyone,  except  with  the  other  member’s 
express  permission. 

SEXUAL  IDENTITY  CENTER:  Box  3224,  Honolulu,  HI 


96801-3224;  808-926-1000. 

Services:  Therapists,  referrals,  special  support 
group  for  TVs  and  TSs. 

CANADA 

QUEBEC  TRANSSEXUALS  AID,  INC.:  ATQ,  Inc. , Vivi- 
ane  Belanger,  84  Boul.  des  Allies,  Quebec,  Canada  GIL 
1Y2  418-648-1633. 

Nature:  French  speaking  transsexual  support. 
Services:  Meetings,  medical  referrals,  and  re- 
lated services. 

FACT -QUEBEC:  c/o  Mrs.  Patricia  Fisher,  Box  293,  Cote 
de  Neiges  Post  Office,  5858  Cote  de  Neiges  Boulevard, 
Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada  H3S  2S6. 

Nature:  Closely  affiliated  with  FACT -Ontario.  A 
non-profit  support  organization  for  transsexuals,  their 
relatives  and  friends,  professionals  and  para-profession- 
als  working  in  the  field  of  gender  dysphoria,  and  others 
prepared  to  support  the  aims  of  the  Foundation. 

Services:  Information  distribution  concerning 
transsexualism.  Offers  peer  support  and  peer  counseling. 
Organizes  support  groups  across  Canada  wherever  these 
are  feasible  and  has  area  representatives  wherever  pos- 
sible. Provides  speakers  on  transsexualism  to  the  mass 
media  and  others. 

Security.  Inquire. 

FACT  - TORONTO:  Box  1149,  Station  F,  Toronto, 
Ontario,  Canada  M4Y  2T8. 

Nature:  Possibly  nonfunctional  former  commu- 
nity organization. 

Services:  Please  inform  TAPESTRY. 

Security:  Please  inform  TAPESTRY. 

FACrr  - OTTAWA  Box  9155,  Ottawa,  ON,  Canada 
K1G  3T9. 

Nature:  Support  group  primarily  for  transsexu- 
als. 

Services:  Meetings  monthly  on  the  3rd  Saturday 
of  each  month. 

Security:  Contact  FACTT  president  through  the 
Ottawa  Gayline  (613)  238-1717.  Arrange  a time  for  a 
callback. 

GENDER  NETWORKER  NEWSLETTER  No  longer 
published  as  of  press  time. 

GENDER  WORKER  SERVICES:  Rupert  Raj,  BA  (Psych  ), 
P.R.,  Box  1224,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario,  M5W  1G7, 
Canada  ; 416-769-7170. 

Nature:  A professional  registered  service  serving 
a transgender  clientele.  Clients  include  both  those  suffer- 
ing from  gender  dysphoria  and  persons  who  have  re- 
solved their  gender  issues,  but  require  assistance  with 
related  matters. 

Services:  Mr.  Raj  provides  information,  refer- 
rals, counseling,  group  raps,  intermediation  between  clients 
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and  significant  others,  presentations,  seminars,  work- 
shops, peer-linking,  media  outreach,  resume’  assistance, 
leadership  training,  and  networking.  Services  may  be 
conducted  through  office  visits  or  correspondence;  fees 
normally  $20.00  per  hour  or  $25.00  per  letter. 

ONTARIO  TV  CLUB:  c/o  Deb  Pyke,  Box  682,  Owen 
Sound,  Ontario,  Canada  N4K  5P1 

Nature:  A non-profit,  non-sexual  social  organi- 
zation serving  TVs,  TSs,  their  spouses,  and  friends. 

Services:  Private  and  public  functions,  a corre- 
spondence and  peer  linking  service  for  members,  and  a 
club  newsletter. 

Security:  By  member  referral  or  interview  with  a 
member  of  the  board. 

GENDERSERVE:  Box  291  Station  “A”,  Hamilton,  On- 
tario, Canada  L8N  3C8.  Susan  C.  Huxford,  Director. 

Nature:  Counselling,  education,  and  research 
services.  Registered  in  Ontario  as  a proprietorship. 
Operating  as  a non-profit  organization  serving  TVs,  TSs, 
and  gender  dysphoric  people  in  general,  homosexual 
people,  wives,  friends,  and  relatives.  Services  for  a 
nominal  fee  to  cover  expenses.  Inquiries  by  mail  or 
phone.  No  collect  calls. 

Services:  Counselling  in  sexual  matters  for  indi- 
viduals and  couples.  Pastoral  counselling  if  requested. 
Referrals.  Initial  counselling  session  (mail  or  phone)  free 
of  charge.  Lectures,  radio/television  and  other  mass 
media  interviews  by  arrangement.  Group  counselling 
and  therapy  by  request. 

TRANSITION  SUPPORT:  c/o  The  Church  Street  Com- 
munity Centre,  519  Church  Street,  Toronto,  Ontario, 
Canada  M4Y  2C9.  Paddy  Aldridge,  1002  Woodbine 
Avenue,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M4C  4C1.  For  infor- 
mation call  (416)  467-5904. 

Nature:  Transsexual  support. 

Services:  Annual  membership  fee  ($25.00  cdn) 
includes  monthly  meetings  and  12-issue  sub  to  Trans 
News  newsletter.  Newsletter  subscription  alone,  $15.00. 
Meetings  held  at  7:30  PM  on  the  second  Friday  of  each 
month.  Meetings  are  open  to  TVs,  TSs,  TGs,  SOs,  helping 
professionals,  and  interested,  caring  members  of  the  general 
public. 

Security:  None;  inquire  for  details. 

GENDER  IDENTITY  CLINIC:  c/o  Dr.  Betty  Steiner, 
Clarke  Institute  of  Psychiatry , 250  College  Street,  Toronto, 
Ontario,  Canada  M5T  1R8. 

Nature.  Accepts  referrals  through  the  patient’s 
General  Practitioner  only. 

ALBERTA  TRI  ESS  (NEW  GROUP):  c/o  Sara  Geddis, 
Box  2546,  Medicine  Hat,  Alberta,  Ontario,  Canada  T1A 
8G8. 

Nature.  See  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’, 
Tulare,  CA. 

GENDER  IDENTITY  CLINIC:  c/o  Dr.  John  M.  Bradford, 


Ontario,  Canada  K1Z  7K4. 

Nature:  Accepts  referrals  through  the  patient’s 
General  Practitioner  only. 

OTTAWA  TRI  ESS  TRI  ESS  (FORMING  GROUP):  Write 
c/o  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’,  Box  194,  Tulare,  CA 
93275. 

MONTREAL/QUEBEC  CITY  TRI  ESS  (FORMING 

GROUP):  Write  c/o  “Society  for  the  Second  Self’,  Box 
194,  Tulare,  CA  93275. 

GORNBURY  SOCIETY  Combury  Society,  Box  3745, 
Vancouver,  BC  V6B  3Z1  CANADA 

Nature:  Non-sexual  support  group  for  hetero- 
sexual crossdressers. 

Services/Security:  Inquire  for  meeting  times  and 
locations,  and  security  requirements. 

GREAT  BRITAIN 

BEAUMONT  SOCIETY:  Box  3084,  London  WC1N- 
3XX  England. 

Nature:  Beaumont  is  a non-profit,  non-sexual 
organization  for  heterosexual  transvestites  throughout 
Great  Britain. 

Services:  Eveningand  weekend  functions,  coun- 
selling for  TVs  with  problems,  and  a contact  system  for 
members.  Two  bi-monthly  magazines:  The  Beaumont 
Bulletin,  which  contains  editorial  notices,  personal  ads,  a 
shopping  guide,  regional  news,  and  articles  on  related 
matters;  also  Beaumaq,  which  contains  fictional,  bio- 
graphical, and  autobiographical  stories.  Beaumont  pro- 
vides a library,  legal  advice,  and  a liaison  and  referral 
service  to  other  organizations.  Beaumont  has  a network 
of  organizations  throughout  Great  Britain,  and  affiliations 
worldwide. 

Security  Private  interview  with  a qualified  member. 

TV/TS  SUPPORT  GROUP:  The  TV/TS  Group,  2/4  French 
Place,  London  England  El  6JB  (off  Bateman’s  Row);  01- 
359-4868.  Hours:  8-10  PM  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sun- 
day. 

Nature:  The  TV/TS  Group  is  a Registered  Char- 
ity and  a member  of  the  NCVO  (National  Council  of 
Volunteer  Organizations).  Primarily  a social/support 
organization  for  crossdressers,  transsexuals,  families,  and 
friends. 

Services:  Private  facilities  with  comfortable  lounges, 
storage  lockers,  social  areas,  and  other  attractive  features. 
Friendly,  informal  social  evenings  every  Saturday  and 
Sunday.  There  is  a help  line  at  01 -729- 1466.  Its  hours  are 
10:30  AM  - 4:30  PM  Tuesdays  and  Wednesdays,  2:30  - 
4:30  PM  on  Friday,  and  8:00  - 10:00  PM  Friday,  Satur- 
day, and  Sunday.  24  hour  answering  machines  and 
information  also  at  this  number.  Peer  support  for 
crossdressers,  transsexuals,  and  significant  others.  Pub- 
lish the  Glad  Rag  and  other  informational  publications. 
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Security;  Inquire. 

SELF  HELP  ASSOCIATION  FOR  TRANSSEXUALS: 
SHAFT,  106  Barton  Avenue,  Keyham,  Plymouth,  Eng- 
land PL2  1NZ;  0752-559939. 

Nature  Transsexual  support. 

NEW  TRANS  ESSEX  Box  3,  Basildon,  Essex,  England 
SS14  1PT;  0255-554158  evenings  7:30  - 11:00  PM. 
Nature  TV/TS  social  club. 

Services:  Meetings  2nd  Friday  of  every  month  at 
the  Kavorah  Manor.  There  is  a Club  newsletter  and  a help 
line. 

MERSEYSIDE  TV/TS  GROUP:  14  Colquitt  Street,  Liver- 
pool, England  LI  4DE;  051-708-0234.  D.  S.  Cochran, 
secretary. 

Nature  See  “Beaumont  society”. 

THE  SCOTTISH  TV/TS  GROUP:  c/o  Julie  Bradshaw,  53 
Bread  Street,  Edinburgh  EH39AH.  Tel.  031-228-2231. 
Nature  TV/TS  Support  Group. 

Services:  Publish  The  Tartan  Skirt,  a monthly 
collection  of  original  articlesand  gleanings  from  the  media. 
Security:  Unknown  at  press  time. 

GENDER  TRANSIENT  AFFINITY  (Isle  of  Wight):  GTA, 
c/o  Miss  Phaedra  Kelley,  Box  2,  1 Bank  Buildings,  Fresh- 
water, Isle  of  Wight,  P040  9AJ,  UK  of  GB. 

Nature  A non-profit  organization  dedicated  to 
helping  any  transgendered  person  in  any  way  possible. 

Services:  A network  of  friends  communicating 
by  mail.  A “Global  Village”  project  which  is  a collection 
of  groups  and  organizations  from  around  the  world. 
Designed  to  “cement  the  bond  of  mutual  respect  and 
affinity  among  us”,  publishing  news  from  around  the 
world,  travel  routes  between  countries,  etc.  There  is  a 
museum  and  library. 

TRANSGENDER  ARCHIVE  TGA,  c/o  Dr.  Richard  Akins, 
Ulster  University,  Magee  College,  Northland  Road,  Lon- 
donderry BT48  7JL,  Northern  Ireland. 

Nature  A non-profit  academic  research  and 
study  facility. 

Services:  Seeking  both  group  and  personal  deposits 
related  to  every  kind  of  Transgender  regardless  of  sexual- 
ity or  self  designation  of  gender  identity:  TV/TS/TG/GT/ 
CD,  Gender  Bender/Blender,  Drag  (all  kinds),  Newspa- 
per cuttings,  magazines,  group  journals,  photos,  sound 
and  video  tapes,  records,  artifacts  of  history  and  living 
history. 

Security:  One  hundred  percent,  closed  deposits 
accepted  as  noted  by  the  depositor.  Access  to  research 
material  by  direct  application  to  Dr.  Akins,  granted  subject 
to  his  decision.  Access  to  deposits  is  only  granted  on 
permission  by  the  original  depositor  and  Dr.  Akins  after  a 
full  security  consultation. 


Cheshire,  CW8  1BE  ENGLAND 

Nature:  A non-profit  social  and  support  group 
for  transvestites,  transsexuals,  their  wives  and  significant 
others.  Associated  with  the  Beaumont  Society,  and  the 
TV/TS  Support  Group. 

Services:  Meetings  at  a Bistro  in  Manchester  city 
every  Wednesday  night  from  7:00  - 12:00.  Publishes  a 
quarterly  magazine  “Cross  Talk”. 

Security:  Inquire 

EUROPE 

TRANS-CCL  Reverend  Joseph  Douce’,  Centre  du  Christ 
Liberateur,  Minorities  Sexuelles,  TRANS-CCL,  3 Bis,  Rue 
Clairaut,  75017,  Paris-France;  Tel.  (1)46.27.49.36. 
(Reverend  Douce’  speaks  English.) 

Nature:  TRANS-CCL  is  a non-profit  social  or- 
ganization for  sexual  minorities.  It  is  non-political  and 
with  a Christian  foundation,  but  is  also  open  to  people 
with  other  convictions.  Services:  A help-line  Mondays 
from  8:00  PM  - 10:00  PM  at  1-627-4936.  We  have  a large 
contact  section  (about  500  entries;  probably  the  largest 
one  in  Europe)  of  contacts  for  transvestites  and  transsexu- 
als. We  can  provide  legal,  psychological,  pastoral,  and 
surgical  help,  advisors,  and  literature  for  transsexuals.  We 
organize  meetings,  meals,  and  other  related  events.  We 
have  a large  documentation  section  on  transsexuality.  We 
can  also  provide  all  information  available  in  Europe.  We 
publish  the  book,  La  Question  Transsexualle.  exploring 
attitudes  and  procedures  regarding  transsexualism  in  the 
various  European  countries.  (English  translation  not  yet 
complete;  French  language  edition  currently  in  print;  price 
133.5  francs  total.) 

FEMME TRAVES'l  IE:  8023  Zurich,  Switzerland  Postfach 
6788. 

Nature:  Very  active  social  group  in  Switzerland. 
Other  details  are  unavailable  at  this  time. 

F.P.E  NORTHERN  EUROPE  M.A.  Postboks  192 
DK2600,  Glostrup,  Denmark.  (Do  not  put  F.P.E.  on  the 
envelope. ) 

Nature:  See  “Beaumont  Society”  in  the  England 

listings. 

ASSOCIATION  BEAUMONT  CONTTNENTALE  Gaby 
Linsig,  2 Rue  des  Charpentiers,  68270  Wittenheim,  Fiance. 
Nature:  See  “Beaumont  Society”  in  the  England 

listings. 

TRANSIDEN 11TAS:  Transidentitas,  Menschen  Mit 

Abweichender  Geschlects  Identitat,  Postfach  10  10  46, 
6050  Offenbach  GERMANY  Phone:  069  8001008 

Nature:  Support  group  for  transvestites  and  trans- 
sexuals. 

Services:  Inquire 


THE  NORTHERN  CONCORD:  The  Northern  Concord 
(in  Manchester),  c/o  122  Navigation  Rd,  Northwich, 
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ASIA 


ELIZABETH  CLUB:  Tsutsui  building  5F  2-8-4,  Suada- 
Cho,  Kanda,  Chiyoda-ku,  Tokyo  101,  Japan. 

Nature:  The  Elizabeth  Club  was  established  in 
1979  for  transsexuals,  androgynes,  and  transgenderists. 
We  are  located  in  major  centers  such  as  Tokyo,  Osaka, 
and  Nagoya. 

Services:  We  offer  storage  facilities  for  our 

members.  We  also  have  consultants  available  for  helping 
members  with  make-up  and  dressing.  There  is  a rental 
service  of  clothing,  wigs,  and  other  related  items  for 
members.  The  Club  (through  Ant  Trading  Co.,  listed 
below)  also  publishes  a magazine  called  “Queen”  every 
other  month.  This  magazine  serves  as  a source  of  infor- 
mation to  members  on  activities  and  events  in  Japan. 

ANT  TRADING  COMPANY:  Ant  Building  2F  5-32-18 
Kameido,  Koto-ku,  Tokyo  136,  Japan 

NATURE:  Publisher  of  “Queen”  Magazine, 

Japan’s  premier  cross-dresser’s  reference  guide.  Single- 
copy and  subscription  prices  unknown  at  press  time. 


THE  SEAHORSE  SOCIETY  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES  - 
GLEBE  c/o  Bernadette  Cross,  Box  168,  Westgate,  N.S.W., 
2048. 

Nature:  See  Seahorse  - Sydney,  above. 
Services:  Likewise  refer  to  Seahorse  - Sydney. 
Security:  Inquire. 

THE  SEAHORSE  SOCIETY  OF  VICTORIA;  SSV,  c/o 
GPO  Box  2337V,  Melbourne,  VICTORIA,  Australia.  Jan 
Baxter,  President. 

Nature:  The  largest  continuously  active  club  in 
Australia.  Anon-profit,  non-sexual  social/support  organi- 
zation for  crossdressers  and  their  families. 

Services:  SSV  regularly  publishes  the  Seahorse 
Victoria  newsletter.  We  sponsor  social  activities,  outings, 
and  related  events. 

Security:  Inquire. 

CAROUSEL  CLUB:  c/o  Linda  Allen,  Box  721,  Couan- 
dilla,  South  Australia  5033 

Nature  A new  group  dedicated  to  the  welfare  of 
others  like  ourselves. 

Services:  Unknown  at  press  time. 

Security:  Unknown  at  press  time. 


AUSTRALIA -NEW  ZEALAND 

THESEAHORSE  SOCIETY  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES - 

SYDNEY:  The  Secretary,  Box  146,  Ulladulla,  New  South 
Wales  2538,  Australia.. 

Nature:  The  Seahorse  Society  is  a non- 
profit social  organization  for  transvestites  and 
families.  The  Society  is  a member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Association  of  Self-Help  Organi- 
zations and  Groups,  39  Darghan  Street,  Glebe 
2037,  N.S.W.,  Australia.  Seahorse  welcomes 
new  members  and  overseas  visitors,  offering 
support  to  those  of  us  unable  to  emerge  by 
means  of  affiliate  membership. 

Services:  Seahorse  distributes  informa- 
tion on  shopping,  coming  events,  and  being 
femme  through  a monthly  newsletter  to  mem- 
bers. Meetings  provide  friendship,  beauty  assis- 
tance, and  help  with  related  matters. 

Security:  Seahorse  places  strong  em- 
phasis on  security  for  all  members  and  requires 
screening  of  prospective  members  before  attend- 
ing meetings.  However,  no  screening  is  required 
of  affiliate  members  (who  are  not  advised  of 
meeting  places)  unless  they  wish  to  become  full 
members.  Overseas  members  are  screened  in 
the  same  way;  overseas  visitors  must  either  be 
screened  or  have  accreditation  from  a similar 
(Beaumont,  Tiffany,  etc.)  organization. 

SEAHORSE  90OEIY  OF  QUEENSLAND  Box 
628,  Gympie,  Queensland,  Australia.  Complete 
details  of  activities  not  yet  available. 


THE  ELAINE  BARRIE  PROJECT:  EBP,  Box  405,  Al- 
to na,  Victoria  3018,  Australia;  tele  369-2613. 

Nature:  A non-profit  self-help  group  for  TVs  and 
TSs.  Self-funding  and  self-supporting. 

Services:  Regular  monthly  social  meetings  and 
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education  projects  throughout  the  year.  A large  reading 
and  video  sex  education  library  with  emphasis  on  genuine 
TV-  and  TS-related  issues.  Guest  speakers.  Publish  the 
Nu-Scene  newsletter. 

Security:  Almost  anyone  over  the  age  of  18  (TV, 
TS,  helping  professional,  families,  friends,  and  significant 
others)  is  welcome.  One  factor  takes  precedence  over  all 
others:  that  the  visitor  or  member  behaves  in  a civilized 
manner  and  bears  us  no  ill  will. 

HEDESTHIA:  Hedesthia  Central,  Box  78-026,  Grey 
Lynn,  Auckland,  New  Zealand. 

Nature:  Affiliated  with  the  Beaumont  Society. 

TRANSCARE/NEW  ZEALAND:  c/o  The  Minorities  Trust, 
Box  2983,  Wellington,  NZ.  Telephone  Wgtn  (04)  844764; 
ChCh  (03)  294  764. 

Nature  A low  profile,  high  powered  lobby  group 
promoting  the  rights  of  transpeople.  A confidential,  cul- 
turally divergent  community  support  group  helping  meet 
the  social  and  emotional  needs  of  Transpeople. 

Services:  Personal  counselling,  employment 

opportunities,  professional  and  medical  referrals,  periodi- 
cal publications,  and  a non-threatening  social  environ- 
ment for  functions  and  entertainment. 

Security:  Call  or  write  and  enquire. 


SOUTH  AFRICA 

THE  PHOENIX  SOCIETY:  Box  375,  Parow,  7500,  Cape 
Town,  Republic  of  South  Africa.  Marlene  Knoetze,  Presi- 
dent. 

Nature:  Affiliated  with  the  Beaumont  Society. 
The  Phoenix  Society  is  a non-profit,  non-sexual  social 
organization  with  an  open  membership  policy. 

Services:  Publishes  Fanfare  magazine,  actively 
trying  to  change  attitudes  in  South  Africa.  Creating 
support  groups  in  all  major  cities.  Provides  contacts. 

Security:  New  members  are  “sponsored”  by  full 
members.  All  lists  are  confidential. 


The  best  you  can  find! 
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Material: 

Today  the  new  natural  soft  100%  silicone  is  the  best  material  for  a 
prosthesis  It  is  extremely  durable  and  hypoalergemc.  Only  with  our  new 
natural  soft  silicone  is  this  possible: 

1 to  obtain  a natural  imitation  of  the  anatomic  shape  of  the  natural  breast. 
2.  to  obtain  the  lifelike  movements  of  the  real  breast. 

3 to  feel  the  softness  similar  to  the  natural  breast. 


A.M.  - P.M. 
Lingerie 

P.O.  Box  40338 
Mesa.  Arizona  85274-0338 

(602)  962-7125 


Shape: 

This  new  breast  prosthesis  can  be  worn  on  either  side,  left  or  right.  With  the 
wonderful  smoothness  of  the  recently  developed  soft  silicone,  the  best 
natural  shape  has  been  obtained.  The  new  soft  silicone  behaves  in  the  cup 
of  the  bra  life  natural  breast  tissue.  Now  your  dream  has  come  true  no 
more  rigid  prosthesis1 
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PERSONAL  LISTINGS 


PERSONAL  LISTINGS  OBJECTIVES: 

1 )To  provide  a means  of  introduction,  outreach,  and  com- 
munications for  members  of  the  International  Founda- 
tion for  Gender  Education.  (General  Subscribers  and 
Supporting  Members  are  considered  members  of  IFGE.) 

2. )  To  provide  non-members  with  a source  of  support  and 

communications 

3. )  To  provide  the  general  public  with  a better  understand- 

ing of  the  nature  of  the  people  who  are  members  of  the 
Crossdressing/Transsexual  Community. 

WHO  MAY  PLACE  A PERSONAL  LISTING: 

To  place  a personal  listing,  you  must  be  an  up-to-date 
General  Subscriber  (or  IFGE  Supporting  Member).  As  a 
subscriber  your  personal  listing  is  free  of  charge  for  the 
duration  of  your  subscription.  Also,  your  mail  will  be 
forwarded  at  no  cost  to  you. 

HOW  TO  RESPOND  TO  A PERSONAL  LISTING: 

1. )  If  the  address  is  given  in  the  personal  listing,  write  directly 

to  that  address. 

2. )  If  there  is  no  address  given,  follow  these  instructions 

exactly: 

A)  Place  your  letter  in  an  unstamped  envelope. 

B. )  Pencil  in  the  name.  State  prefix,  and  membership 

number  (given  at  the  bottom  of  the  listing).  (Be  sure 
to  use  pencil  so  the  name  can  be  erased.) 

C. )  Include  $1.00  (for  postage  and  handling)  for  each 

piece  to  be  forwarded. 

D. )  Place  the  letters  to  be  forwarded  inside  another  enve- 

lope, and  mail  to: 

TAPESTRY 
P.O.  BOX  367 
WAYLAND,MA  01778 


MASSACHUSETTS 

AUDREY  M (Eastern  MA)  (#50) 

Member:  Tiffany  Club 
MWM  bi-TV,  52,  155,  5’10,  nice,  intelli- 
gent, well  adjusted,  sense  of  humor.  Enjoys 
current  events,  music,  sailing,  photography, 
woodworking.  Would  like  to  have  a few  TV 
friends  for  casual  get-togethers;  freedom  limited 
to  weekdays  9-6. 

Neil  Moses,  Box  66,  Allston,  MA  02134 


(Janice  H.  MA-0254) 


JANICE  H (MA)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri-Ess 

Participant:  Fantasia  Fair  (4  times) 
DWMhetero  TV,  60,  5’6",  150,  brown  hair 
and  blue  eyes.  A little  on  the  quiet  side,  but 
makes  friends  easily.  Doesn’t  smoke. 

Interests:  Eating  out  in  a nice  restaurant, 
loves  country  music,  good  movies,  and  dressing 
up.  “Will  answer  all  letters.” 

Janice  H.  (MA-0254) 

MARCIA  JOHNSON  (MA)  (#50) 

Attractive  TV,  5’9",  140,  38 
Interests:  Jogging  (finished  Boston  Mara- 
thon), golf,  tennis,  avid  sports  fan. 

“I  like  to  go  shopping,  party  at  clubs,  and 
dineat  fine  restaurants.  I’m  friendly  and  outgo- 
ing. I would  like  to  meet  TVs,  TSs  who  would 
enjoy  dining  out,  dancing  at  clubs,  and  shopping 
at  malls.” 

Marcia  J (MA-0666) 
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(Chris  Robins  E.  MA-1354) 

CHRIS  ROBINS  (E  MA)  (#52) 

Member:  Tiffany 

Participant:  Fantasia  Fair  ’87,  ‘88 
Administrative  Assistant,  Outreach  Insti- 
tute 

TV,  passes  well.  Goes  out  frequently.  In- 
terested in  psychological  aspects  of 
crossdressing,  feminism,  and  androgyny.  “1  try 
to  express  my  feminine  qualities  regardless  of 
how  I am  dressed.  I’d  like  to  provide  support  to 
TVs/TSs  who  feel  confused  or  guilty.” 

Chris  Robins,  Box  562,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238 


(Valerie  V.  MA-0273 ) 

VALERIE  VINCENT  (BOS  MA)  (#52) 

5 feet  10",  150,  beautiful  dressed,  like  to 
meet  women  who  will  go  shopping  with  me  and 
have  a giri-giri  relationship.  Will  be  available  for 
photo  sessions.  Can  have  fun  shopping,  talking, 
going  to  lunch.  Just  being  best  girlfriends.  Told 
I make  a very,  feminine,  convincing  woman. 
Am  well  known  in  TV  circles.  Wear  Nail  1 1/2 
inches  long.  Have  2 picture  albums,  Centerfold 
in  worldwide  TV  periodical. 

Occupant,  Box  8341,  JFK  Station,  Bos- 
ton, MA  02114 


CYNTHIA  CRANE  (SE  MA)  (#53) 

MWM  hetero  crossdresser,  40, 6',  sensitive 
and  discrete. 

Interests:  Computers,  telecommunica- 

tions, video  tape,  music,  TV  fantasies  & bond- 
age, tight  clothing,  correspondence  with  others 
of  like  interests.  “I  love  being  dressed  in  nylon, 
satin,  and  leather.  I would  like  to  exchange 
books,  fantasies,  and  thoughts  about  enforced 
crossdressing.” 

Cynthia  Creme  (MA-0843) 

ROXANNE  (RUSTY)  GRANT  (E  MA)  (#50) 
SWM,  5’8",  33,  slim,  likes  dressing  but 
doesn’t  pass  well.  Quiet,  private,  discrete,  intel- 
ligent, honest. 

Interests:  Music,  dance,  good  fun  emd  good 
friends.  Enjoys  sexy  clothing  & nylons.  Enjoys 
sports,  reading.  “I  would  like  to  meet  other  TVs 
or  TSs  for  friendship.  Not  interested  in  short 
term  friends.  Would  like  help  with  make-up  emd 
someone  to  have  discrete  talks  with.” 

R.  Gremt,  P.O.  Box  161,  Harwich,  MA 
02645 

SUSAN  A.  (SE  MA)  (#52) 

MWM  TV,  30’s,  5’7",  140. 

Interests:  Collecting  emd  wearing  erll  kinds 
of  lingerie,  TV  literature.  Would  like  to  meet 
others  with  similar  interests.  “I’ve  been  kind  of 
away  from  the  TV  scene  for  a while,  but  am 
hoping  to  get  active  ageiin  soon.” 

Susan  A.  (MA-0064) 


(Gita  R.  MA-1815) 

MARGARITA  (“GITA”)  AMANDA  R.  (E.  MA) 
(#52) 

Member:  Tiffany 
Participemt:  Be-All,  Detroit,  1988 
DWM,  50’s,  5’ 11",  185,  young  looking  emd 
thinking,  run-off-at-the-mouth  conversational- 
ist, yet  a good  listener.  Introspective,  interested 
in  everything,  espectally  geography  emd  history, 
science  emd  photography,  ctassical  music, 
ceimping  emd  hiking,  cooking,  gardening  emd 
cemning  (500  tomatoes  in  ’87) , demcing,  softberll, 
pretty  and  lacy  feminine  attire,  emd  PEOPLE. 
While  celibate,  I love  to  HUG.  Live  erlone  on 
north  shore  of  MA.  PLEASE  WRITE!  All  letters 
will  be  answered. 

Margarita  R.  (MA-1815) 


CHARISE  MICHELLE  S.  (MA)  (#50) 

SWM,  hetero,  33,  5’11",  160,  fun  loving, 
friendly,  trustworthy,  dyed  in  the  wool  feminist. 

Interests:  Advemcing  my  femininity  & the 
womem  within.  Enjoys  movies  (sci-fi,  comedy, 
romemtic,  music  (no  hard  rock),  cooking,  com- 
puters. “I  am  interested  in  making  contacts  in 
the  TV/TS  world.  Will  answer  all  For  those  in  E. 
MA.  let’s  get  together,  cook  up  a storm  & go  see 
a movie.” 

Charise  S.  (MA-0427) 

SYLVIA  C.  (MA)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri  Ess 

6’2”,  grey  haired  dedicated  cross-dresser. 
Interests:  Cross-dressing,  enjoying  status 
as  a womem 

whenever  possible.  “I  love  makeup,  fancy 
dresses,  high  heels,  nylons,  etc.  Enjoy  being  a 
girl.” 

Sylvia  C.  (MA-0189) 


(Holly  Cross  MA-0379) 

HOLLY  CROSS  (MA)  (#50) 

IFGE  Board  of  Directors 

Member:  Tiffany 

Participemt:  Tiffany  P-town  Outing,  IFGE 
Convention,  Shemgri-La,  Joyce  Dewhurst’s 
Poconos  Outing 

SWM  TV,  mid-60’s.  Lives  erlone  except  for 
adog,  four  cars  (one  runs)  alotofVHF  hermgear 
and  about  200  size  20  outfits.  Is  fairly  active, 
goes  to  memy  concerts  dressed,  emd  hers  been  to 
over  15  outings.  Looks  like  a proper  Boston 
lady,  and  is  having  a ‘hell’  of  a good  time.  “I  try 
to  etnswer  all  the  interesting  letters,  but  no  guar- 
emtee.” 

Holly  C.,  c/o  Box  367,  Waylemd,  MA 
01778 
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JACKIE  G.  (E.  MA)  (#50) 

Member:  Tiffany 

40,  6',  170,  blue  eyes,  brown  hair,  very 
interested  in  being  feminine.  A warm  caring 
person  that  lives  to  be  feminine.  Size  16,  good 
looking  hopefully  desirable. 

Interests:  Reading,  snuggling,  dressing  up, 
music  and  more  snuggling.  Loves  hosiery. 

‘ ‘Want  very  much  to  share  and  give  my  feminin- 
ity to  someone.  Willing  to  be  guided.  Hopefully 
my  love  for  what  I want  to  be  will  make  me  be  a 
special  woman  for  someone.” 

Jackie  G.  (MA-0275) 

HEATHER  DAWN  ANDERSON  (E.  MA)  (#50) 
Member:  Tiffany 

MWM  TV,  36,  5’H",  130,  crossdressing 
since  childhood.  Interests:  Music  (rock  to  classi- 
cal), song  writing,  cooking,  running.  “I  want  to 
let  my  femininity  blossom.  I’m  sensitive  and 
caring.  I enjoy  long  walks  on  the  seashore 
accompanied  by  intimate  conversation  and  fun. 
I need  some  TV/TS  companionship.” 

Heather  A.  (MA-0661) 

ROBIN  E.  OLSON  (E.  MA)  (#50) 

Pre-op  TS,  28,  blonde  hair  blue  eyes. 
Enjoys  tennis,  skiing,  horseback  riding.  Would 
like  to  hear  from  other  TSs  who  are  into  the  joy 
of  womanhood.  Needs  friends  for  support  in 
making  the  change  totally. 

Robin  E.  (MA-1353) 

AVAK  (E.  MA)  (#50) 

TV,  27,  5’6",  135,  attractive,  outgoing  art- 
ist. Open  and  unconservative.  Interests:  Play- 
ing/listening to  music  (punk  rock,  reb,  old  jazz). 
Other  interests  revolve  around  art  and 
crossdressing.  Only  recently  discovered  TV/TS 
Community.  Would  like  to  meet  other  TVs  for 
dressing,  shopping,  going  out,  friendship. 

Ava  K.  (MA-1385) 

DIANE  G.  (MA)  (#50) 

Bi-M  TV,  33, 5’6",  160,  brown  hair&  eyes. 
Seeking  another  like  myself  for  friendship. 
Diane  G.  (MA-1380) 

STEPHENIE  R.  (E.  MA)  (#50) 

MWM  TV,  40,  5’11",  165,  attractive.  En- 
joys film  production,  settling,  skiing,  eind  of 
course  eill  things  feminine . ‘T m just  coming  out 
emd  would  love  to  share  my  dreeuns.” 
Stephertte  R.  (MA-1411) 

SUSAN  C.  (E.  MA)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri  Ess 

Tettl,  slender,  pleeisemt  looking,  novice 
crossdresser  with  much  to  eagerly  learn. 

Interests:  Crossdressing,  movies,  plays, 
reading,  writing,  soul-searching.  “I  would  like  to 
write  to  someone  of  similar  interests  & stage  of 
X-dressing  development,  ‘reett’  women,  & more 
advanced  TVs  & TSs.  I would  like  to  both  learn 
& teach.” 

Susan  C.  (MA-1238) 

VALERIE  PAULSON  (E.  MA)  (#51) 

Member:  Tiffany 
Participant:  Fantasia  Fair 
Awards:  ‘Miss  Cinderella’ 

40’s,  6',  140,  separated.  “As  a mem  I wear 
women’s  clothes  & make-up  almost  every  day. 
My  nails  are  long  emd  pettnted,  emd  usuettly  wear 


earrings.  At  work  I’m  still  treated  like  emy  other 
engineer.  Although  I cem  ‘petss’,  my  dreeun  is  to 
just  be  myself.  I would  love  to  meet  other  like- 
minded  people,  male  or  femette,  for  mutual 
support  and  sharing.” 

Valerie  P.  (MA-0780) 

RISE  CARMEN  (E.  MA)  (#51) 

MWM,  6',  57,  emd  self  conscious  about 
being  overweight.  Closet  TV.  Interests:  Likes 
Basie,  Kenton,  Miller  & Dorsey,  Mr.  B emd 
Sareih,  demcing  & girl  tettk.  Just  emerging  emd 
needs  help  in  selecting  wardrobe  and  other 
things.  Wife  objects,  so  I have  problems.  Will 
emswer  ettl. 

Occupemt,  P.O.  Box  13,  Essex,  MA  01929 

MICHELLE  H.  (MA)  (#51) 

Attractive  GWM  TV/TS,  30,  5’9",  150#, 
peisses  eeisily  emd  loves  to  be  feminine.  Would 
like  to  hear  from  other  girls  interested  in  fashion, 
quiet  tettks,  movies,  shopping,  etc.  “I’m  very 
sincere  emd  caring  emd  will  emswer  eill  replies. 
Themks. 

Michelle  H.  (MA-0576) 


(Joanna  A.  MA-1430) 


JOANNA  A.  (E.  MA)  (#50) 

Member:  Tiffemy 

Participemt:  Tiffemy  P-town  Outing 
WM,30, 5’8",  140,  blue-eyed  blonde,  cute, 
well  built,  nice  memner.  Interests:  Metaphysics. 
Has  interests  from  A to  Z,  emd  would  enjoy  most 
everything  with  the  right  compemy.  Not  speedy 
on  correspondence.  Looking  for  intimate 
friendships,  fun,  excitement.  Maybe  an  FI  ca- 
reer, who  knows!  Phone,  photos,  SASE  appre- 
ciated. 

Joanna  A.  (MA-1430) 


GAYLE  W.  (MA)  (#52) 

MWM,  40, 5’8",  size  14,  quiet,  friendly,  emd 
active.  Enjoy  cooking,  antiques,  shopping  emd 
going  out  to  dinner  & theater.  Lke  to  swim  emd 
entertettn.  “1  prefer  the  feminine  side  of  my 
personality  emd  enjoy  being  a womem  without 
guilt.  I would  like  to  help  others  do  the  seune. 
Gayle  W.  (MA-0243) 

TRACY  LAWRENCE  (MA)  (#50) 

MWM,  30,  5’8".  Interests:  Bike  racing, 
karate,  emd  of  course  crossdressing  emd  all  things 
feminine.  Lifelong  TV  presently  living  in  closet 
emd  NO  immediate  plems  of  coming  out.  Hop- 
ing to  find  friends  on  South  Shore  for  support 
emd  guidemce. 

Tracy  L (MA-1 195) 

DIANA  E.  MARSHALL  (MA)  (#51) 

Member:  Tiffemy 

SWM  TV,  40,  5’6",  125,  loves  all  things 
feminine. 

Interests:  Music  emd  stereo  equipment, 
photography,  acrylic  emd  oil  pettnting.  “I  would 
Uke  to  go  out  more  eis  a womem.  Would  like  to 
meet  new  friends,  emd  attend  Tiffemy  functions.  ’ ’ 
Diana  M.  (MA-0886) 

LILA  WALTON  (W.  MA)  (#52) 

Naturally  inclined  this  way  I do  pass  well 
emd  enjoy  being  accepted.  Interests:  Contem- 
porary theater,  acting,  poetry  emd  poetry  read- 
ings, folk  music,  Irish  songs  emd  bettlads.  “I  love 
to  be  out  eimong  people  in  nice  places,  when  I 
can  do  this.  I like  to  tettk  a lot,  emd  I listen.” 

L.  Wedton,  55  Commons  Drive  #36, 
Shrewsbury,  MA  01545 

SUE  FANON  (W.  MA)  (#52) 

SWM  TV,  32,  5’10",  160,  brown  eyes  & 
hettr.  Easy  going,  understanding,  loving  & sin- 
cere. 

Interests:  Dressing  up  & being  feminine, 
lingerie,  mekeup,  travel,  & meeting  new  friends. 

“I  eim  a novice  TV  who  enjoys  being  femi- 
nine emd  would  Ike  to  enjoy  sincere  friendships 
with  fellow  ‘sisters’.  I wouldlke  to  correspond  or 
meet  a pre-  or  post-op  hanssexuett.” 

Sue  F.  (MA-0983) 

SUSAN  ELIZABETH  R.  (MA)  (#53) 

SWM  TV,  53,  6',  180,  brown  hettr,  heizel 

eyes. 

Interests:  Photography,  treasure  hunting, 
40’s  emd  50’s  music,  dogs,  nature,  emd  being  a 
lady.  “I  would  Ike  to  correspond  with  other  girls 
in  E.  Mass.,  especiettly  Metro-West  area.” 
Susan  Elizabeth  R.  (MA-0839) 

MICHELLE  C.  (MA)  (#52) 

Bi-MWM  TV,  32,  175,  6’. 

Interests:  Music,  chardonnays,  lingerie, 
quiet  relaxed  dinners.  Looking  to  meet  intelli- 
gent, sophisticated  TV/TS’s  for  intimate  friend- 
ships. Will  emswer  ettl  who  send  photos. 

Michelle  C.,  DLD  Suite  572,  310  Fremklin 
St,  Boston,  MA  02116 

DIANE  (MA)  (#51) 

MWM,  married.  Learning  ettl  I cem  about 
life.  “I  need  to  communicate  with  people  who 
understand.  Will  someone  please  help?  And 
show  me  courage?” 

Diane  (MA-1776) 
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JAMIE  LOREN  (MA)  (#52) 

5’8",  145,  green  eyes,  brown  hair,  attrac- 
tive, perceptive,  friendly,  socially  adjusted. 

Interests:  Music,  reading,  socializing, 

friendship  only,  astrology,  fashion,  hair  styling. 

“I  am  seeking  people  who  are  reeil  about 
themselves  and  life’s  values.  Not  interested  in 
sex  or  BS.  Serious  minded  persons  only.” 

Jamie  Loren,  P.O.  Box  221,  Dorchester, 
MA  02122-0002 

RACHEL  LYNN  (MA)  (#52) 

5’9",  145,  separated.  At  early  stage  of  pre- 
op TS  M-F.  Live  as  Rachel,  work  as  male. 

“Would  like  to  meet  other  gals  for  friend- 
ship and  sharing  feminine  interests,  makeup, 
hormones,  and  sexy  clothes.  Looking  for  long- 
term friendships  to  help  find  myself.” 

Rachel  Lynn,  P.O.  Box  293,  N.  Billerica, 
MA  01862 

SUZANNE  C.  (MA)  (56) 

Member:  Tiffany 

Work  as  a mem  but  live  at  home  as  a 
womem.  People  tell  me  I’m  attractive.  I aim 
edways  striving  to  improve  my  feminine 
thoughts,  appearemce,  emd  memnerisms.  I enjoy 
computers,  cooking,  fashion,  entertedning  as 
Suzie,  emd  just  being  me.  Would  like  to  corre- 
spond with  others  emd  meike  friends  with  sen- 
sible, discreet  individueds. 

Suzemne  C.  (MA-0295) 


(Elizabeth  N.  MA-1728) 


ELIZABETH  ASHLEY  NEAL  (MA)  (#52) 

6',  brown  hair,  brown  eyes.  41,  non- 
smoker.  Loves  high  heels.  Would  like  to  write 
emd  receive  letters. 

Elizabeth  N.  (MA-1728) 


DOROTHY  (MA)  (#52) 

Member:  Tiffemy  Club 
Participemt:  Femteisia  Fedr 
SWM,  CD,  5’H,  40.  Athletic,  great  legs, 
works  out.  Enjoys  biking,  heis  supportive  part- 
ner. Would  like  to  meet  other  couples. 

Dorothy  (MA-1785) 


(Gloria  R.  MA-1858) 


GLORIA  ROTHSCHILD  (MA)  (#53) 

Single  TV,  35,  5’9",  155,  size  14,  brunette. 
Caring,  adjusted,  fun-loving.  Into  personed 
growth,  psychology,  world  affeiirs,  technology, 
music/arts,  meissage,  emd  nature.  Love  feeling 
like  a woman.  Recently  out  of  the  closet;  would 
like  to  go  out  more,  relate  to  others  emd  maybe 
pass.  Wish  to  meet  others  (sincere,  secure  TV/ 
TS/GG/couple)  for  friendship,  mutued  support, 
emd  maybe  outings.  Travel  often. 

G.R.,  Box  931,  Ceimbridge,  MA  02140 


SANDRA  SCOTT  (MA)  (#52) 

Member:  Tiffemy 

Participemt:  Tiffemy  Spring  Convention 
SWM  TV,  brown  eyes  emd  heiir,  trim  figure. 
Enjoy  skiing,  bowling,  creifts,  emd  demcing.  Wish 
to  meet  new  people,  meike  new  friends,  emd 
learn  to  be  eis  much  a lady  as  possible. 

Semdra  Scott  (MA-0544) 

CRYSTAL  RAYMOND  (SE  MA)  (#52) 

I would  like  to  meet  or  correspond  with 
other  TVs/TSs  in  SE  MA/Cape  Cod  area  emd 
desire  to  establish  a cooperative  home  for  sisters 
in  our  area.  Fun-loving,  caring  individued,  dis- 
creet, enjoys  photography  emd  writing  (TV  fem- 
tasies  a specialty). 

Crysted  Raymond  (C/O  Tapestry) 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  - MAINE  - 
VERMONT 

MERISSA  SHERRILL  LYNN  (NH) 

Executive  Director  I.F.G.E.,  Editor  In 
Chief  TV/TS  Tapestry,  Director  ‘Coming  To- 
gether’ Convention 

Awards:  Dr.  Prince  ‘Lifetime  Contribu- 
tion’ award 

SWM  TV,  46,  6',  200,  BA  philosophy, 
athleticedly  oriented  (pro  skier  8 years),  ACBL 
(bridge)  life  master.  A caring  person,  sincerely 
interested  in  the  well-being  of  others. 

Interests:  Folk  singing,  bridge,  skiing,  the 
wddemess,  the  flowers,  and  listening  to  the  birds 
sing.  Also  interested  in  philosophy.  “I’m  sorry 
but  I cannot  respond  to  personal  correspon- 
dence. However,  I’m  very  interested  in  hearing 
from  people  who  would  like  to  become  ‘leaders’, 
emd  are  willing  to  put  out  some  effort  on  behedf  of 
the  Gender  Gommunity.  So,  if  you  are  a leader/ 
worker-type  person  and  willing  to  extend  your- 
self to  help  others,  write  to  me,  or  better,  give  me 
a cedi.” 


MICHELLE  LANGE  (E. 
MA)  (#53) 

MWM,  40,  6',  brown 
heur  and  hetzel  eyes.  Inter- 
ests: current  events,  sports, 
chess,  household  duties,  emd 
everything  feminine.  Intelli- 
gent, imaginative,  emd  dar- 
ing person  seeking  a friend- 
ship with  nice,  caring,  sin- 
cere person.  “I  am  an  avid 
collector  of  TV,  domination, 
and  discipline  stories,  emd 
would  like  to  share  them 
with  a similar  type  person.” 

Boxholder,  Box  1065, 
Burlington,  MA  01803 


SHARON  McGRATH  (MA)  (#52) 

Member:  Tiffany  Club 
Participemt:  Femteisia  Feiir,  Tiffemy  outings 
WM,  34,  5’6",  140, 

TV-TS.  “I  enjoy  everything 
feminine;  love  going  out 
dressed  for  shopping  emd 
travel.  Would  like  to  meet 
emd  correspond  with  others 
my  age  with  same  interests . ’ ’ 

Sharon  McGrath  (MA- 
0504) 


Merissa  Sherrill  Lynn,  Box  367,  Waylemd 
MA  01778  (508)358-2305 


(Merissa  Sherrill  Lynn,  IFGE  Director) 


Ill 


clothes,  make-up,  high  heels.  Has  own  home  so 
can  entertain  or  travel.  Enjoys  dating  as  a girl  or 

guy. 

Billie  R.  (NH-1347) 


(Carol arm  D.  NH-0890) 

CAROLANN  E.  DURETTE  (NH)  (#51) 

Pre-op  TS  woman,  late  30’s,  5’9",  blue 
eyes,  light  brown  hair,  fair  complexion.  Has 
cross-lived  now  for  4 years.  Interests:  Reading 
good  books,  eating  good  food,  listening  to  folk 
music, and  romance  with  the  right  person.  “I 
hope  to  have  S.R.S.  by  the  end  of  1988.  I love 
to  correspond  with  other  TS  women.  I would 
like  to  meet  that  special  someone  to  share  the 
rest  of  my  life  with.” 

Carolann  E.  Durette,  314  Thornton  St, 
Manchester,  NH  03102 

MONICA  WHITNEY  (S.  NH)  (#51) 

Member:  Tiffany 

SWM,  Bi  TV,  26,  6',  165.  Interests:  Music, 
movies,  dancing,  dining  out  and  dressing  up 
when  I can.  ‘Tmjust  coming  out  of  closet,  and 
would  love  to  meet  other  TVs  & TSs  and  under- 
standing women  for  fun  and  friendship.” 
Monica  W.  (NH-1528) 


(Monica  W.  NH-1528) 


KERRI  R.  (NH)  (#51) 

DWM,  Hetero,  TV  who  has  become  com- 
fortable with  herself  and  wishes  to  reach  out  and 
further  experience  herself.  Would  like  to  make 
contact  with  others  in  the  NH/VT  area.  Enjoy 
many  outdoor  activities.  Spend  part  of  most 
days  as  my  second  self  and  wish  to  learn  more 
about  trans gender  passage.  Not  a great  corre- 
spondent but  will  try  to  answer  quickly. 

Kerri  R.  (NH-1095) 


(Karen  Ann  Nielsen  ME-0787) 

KAREN  ANN  NIELSEN  (ME)  (#50) 

Member:  Tiffany 

Participant:  Tiffany’s  P-town  Outing 
MWM  hetero  cross-dresser  (since  adoles- 
cence), 5’4”,  130,  friendly,  happy,  enjoys 
people,  places,  & things.  Interests:  Photogra- 
phy, walking,  clothes,  dining  out,  shopping, 
nature.  “I  would  enjoy  corresponding  and  ex- 
changing photos  with  other  crossdressers.  I 
would  also  enjoy  discreet  shopping  trips  and 
dining  out  while  dressed.” 

Karen  Ann  N (ME-0787) 

GWENNETH  H.  (ME)  (#50) 

5’7",  35,  very  early  in  planned  transition 
Interests:  Reading  science  fiction,  working 
around  house.  “Very  little  experience.  Have 
not  ‘come  out’  in  public,  but  am  working  toward 
that  happy  moment.” 

Gwenneth  H.  (ME-1270) 

PAULA  B.  (ME)  (#50) 

Married  WM,  5’9",  165, 43,  almost  hairless 
from  head  down.  Loves  crossdressing,  outdoor 
activities,  sports,  interior  decorating,  cooking. 
“I  want  to  meet  and  correspond  with  other 
crossdressers,  pre-op  TSs,  etc.  for  mutual  friend- 
ships, education,  and  fun.” 

Paula  B.  (ME-1300) 

MICHELLE  MICHAELS  (VT)  (#52) 

MWM  TV,  38,  6',  190,  3 kids.  Works  hard 
but  loves  being  a TV. 

Interests:  Bike  riding,  self  improvement, 
friendships,  my  family,  my  career.  Very  sensi- 
tive, yet  outgoing  and  aggressive.  Interested  in 


MARGO  F.  (NH)  (#50) 

5’7",  155,  WM.  Interests:  Guitar  playing, 
furniture  building,  skiing,  biking,  hiking,  talking 
about  new  ideas.  “Have  always  felt  the  woman 
in  myself,  but  have  never  acted  on  it.  Now  I 
would  like  to  communicate  with  others,  espe- 
cially couples  who  have  adjusted  to  the  TV 
lifestyle.  Would  love  to  have  someone  special 
dress  me  up.” 

Margo  F (NH-1266) 


CAROLE  T.  (NH)  (#50) 

Love  music,  theatre,  cooking  and  being 
Carole.  Just  coming  out  after  many  false  starts. 
Anxious  to  correspond  with  and  meet  others. 
Will  answer  all  ASAP!  Pictures  appreciated. 

Carole  Thomas,  PO  Box  3057,  Nashua, 
NH  03060 


(Ann  Marie  NH-0844) 

ANNE  MARIE  (NH)  (#53) 

Member:  Tri-Ess 

78  yr-old  retired  physician,  married.  A life- 
long crossdresser.  At  present,  thanks  to  a loving 
and  forbearing  wife,  dress  most  of  the  time  at 
home.  Enjoying  the  privacy  of  rural  life. 

Anne  Marie  (NH-0844) 


(Billie  R.  NH-1347) 

BILLIE  R.  (NH)  (#50) 

SWM,  44,  5’9",  180.  Enjoys  hunting, 
boating,  reading,  meeting  other  TVs.  Loves  sexy 
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harder  to  fight  and  talking  to  someone  who 
understands  would  be  so  helpful  to  me.” 
Ronda  D.  (RI-1527) 


(Andrea  K.  RI-1771) 

ANDREA  K.  (Rl)  (#53) 

Single,  about  5’ 10",  155,  size  12,  brown 
eyes,  long  brown  hair,  semi-androgynized.  “I’m 
interested  in  sci-fi,  investing,  metaphysics, 
dress-up  traveling  and  VCR,  TV,  movies.  Like 
to  dress  like  woman  full-time,  be  known  as  a 
woman  and  be  treated  as  one  too.  Would  like  to 
find  someone  to  help  me  become  a woman. 
Wish  to  find  and  meet  people  with  the  same 
interests.  I am  willing  to  try  to  meet  other  TVs/ 
TSs  and  talk  about  things.  Like  lingerie,  high 
heels,  hosiery,  make-up  too.  Love  Andrea.” 
Andrea  K.  (Rl-1771) 

JANET  PATTERSON  (RI)  (#50) 

MWM  TV,  50s,  young  looking,  passable, 
college  educated.  Interests:  Swimming,  golf, 
photography,  computers  and  cross-dressing. 
Seeking  friendship,  photo  exchange,  correspon- 
dence and  possible  meeting  with  other  TVs.  Will 
answer  all. 

J.  Patterson,  PO  Box  1067,  Westerly,  Rl 
02891 

JANINE  D.  (RI)  (#52) 

5’9",  140,  auburn  hair,  blue  eyes.  Enjoys 
fashion  photography,  & computers. 

“Would  like  to  meet  and  befriend  other 
transgendered  individuals.” 

Jan,  P.O.  Box  562,  Coventry,  Rl  02816 

SALC.  (CT)  (#50) 

Retired,  lifelong  closet  TV.  I would  like  to 
hear  from  anyone  who  knows  of  TVs  or  TSs  in 
combinations  with  blindness.  Occupant,  PO 
Box  81(#50),  Manchester,  CT  06040 

DARLENE  S.  ROSS  (CT)  (#51) 

50’s,  5’8",  160,  gray  hair  (natural),  looks 
younger  them  age,  not  an  extrovert.  Interests: 
Cross-dressing,  photography,  travel,  sports 
(passive),  music, reading.  “I’m  not  ready  yet  to 
pass,  would  like  to  if  had  some  support  and  help 
from  someone  who  does  pass.  Not  Bi,  would 
like  to  correspond  (photo  exchange)  & possibly 
meet  others  who  are  in  the  area  who  share  this 


working,  weight  control,  self  esteem,  and  finding 
a sincere  support  network  as  a TV. 

Michelle  Michaels,  P.O.  Box  362,  Jericho, 
VT  05465-0362 


situation  for  mutual  satisfaction.”  Darlene 
R.  (CT-0838) 


(Michelle  K.  CT-1490) 

MICHELLE  K.  (CT)  (#52) 

MWM  Hetero,  5’10",  blue  eyes,  light 
brown  hear.  Enjoy  swimming,  theater,  and 
travel. 

Michelle  K.,  Box  10508,  W.  Hartford,  CT 
06110 


(Lee  A.  ME-0247) 

LEE  ARSNAL  (ME)  (#52) 

MWM  closet  TV,  5’ 10",  brown  hair,  good 
personality.  Enjoys  dressing  and  being  as  femi- 
nine as  possible.  Would  like  to  meet  and/or 
correspond  with  others. 

Spends  time  in  Florida  each  year,  and 
would  love  to  hear  from  others  between  Maine 
and  Florida.  Will  respond  to  all  letters. 

Lee  A.  (ME-0247) 

JOAN  B.  (VT)  (#52) 

I would  like  to  correspond  with  M-F  TSs, 
transgenderists,  and  genetic  women. 

Joan  B.  (VT-1843) 

RHODE  ISLAND  - CONNECTICUT 


(Rhonda  D.  RI-1527 ) 

RONDA  D.  (RI)  (#51) 

28,  6’1",  blue-green  eyes,  hair  usually  (not 
always)  black.  Nice  legs.  “I  like  all  sports  and 
being  active.  I have  not  been  out  on  the  town  or 
even  met  other  TVs.  I would  very  much  like  to 
meet  more  people  and  talk  about  everything 
from  dreams  to  fears.  My  TV  feelings  are  getting 


(Robin  Hendrickson  CT-1681) 


ROBIN  HENDRICKSON  (CT)  (#52) 

TS,  30,  5’9",  170,  married  to  supportive 
wife,  enjoys  being  a woman. 

“I  arm  interested  in  meeting  other  married 
TV/TS  people  around  the  CT  area,  and  will 
correspond  with  all  who  write.  Interested  in 
socializing,  partying,  shopping,  etc.,  and  meet- 
ing others  like  myself.” 

Robin  Hendrickson,  P.O.  Box  1011,  Bris- 
tol, CT  06010 
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RENEE  CARROLL  (CT)  (#52) 

SWM  hetero  TV,  40 +,  6'+.  Interests 
range  from  American  history  to  the  causes  of 
transgenderism.  Also  enjoys  cooking,  travel  and 
outdoor  pursuits,  photography,  and  the  femi- 
nine gender  role. 

Renee  C.  (CT-0292) 

SHERRY  T.  (CT)  (#52) 

5’ 10",  150,  SWM,  35. 

Enjoys  photography,  music,  quiet  nights, 
shopping,  and  partying. 

Sherry  T.  (CT-1680) 


(Carla  Goldsnider  CT -0212) 

CARLA  E.  GOLDSNIDER  (CT)  (#53) 

SWM,  hetero  TV,  5’ 10".  Loves  to 
crossdress.  Would  like  to  meet  TVs  and  females 
for  girl  talk  and  friendships.  I live  alone  in  small 
house  in  the  country. 

Carla  E.  Goldsnider,  3741  South  Street, 
Coventry,  CT  06238 

MICHELLE  (CT)  (#52) 

Married,  bi  TV  wishes  to  meet  other  TVs. 
Mike  Nichols,  Box  9011,  New  Haven,  CT 
06532 

LINDA  PIERSON  (CT)  (#52) 

32,  5’10",  150,  brown  hair/eyes,  non- 
understanding wife.  Discretion  a must!  Inter- 
ested in  complete  dressing  and  learning  all  I can 
about  womanhood.  Wish  to  write  and  meet  with 
understanding  people.  “My  feelings  are  getting 
strange.  My  ability  to  deny  them  is  all  but  gone. 
Still  nervous  and  in  need  of  guidance. 

Linda  Pierson,  Box  277,  Willington,  CT 
06279 

DAWN  H.  (CT)  (#53) 

Member:  IFGE 

Attended:  Fantasia  Fair  ‘84-’88 
SWM,  TS  oriented,  42,  5’10,  145.  Hob- 
bies include  reading,  camping,  and  water  skiing. 
“I  am  basically  a quiet  person  in  the  beginning 
stages  of  learning  about  herself.  Would  like  to 
hear  from  others  in  S.E.  CT  - both  experienced 
and  beginners.  Sincerity  a must.  Will  answer. 
Dawn  H.  (CT-0858) 


(Dee  Dee  W.  CT-0002) 


DEE  DEE  W.  (CT)  (#53) 

I'd  like  the  girls  at  Tiffany 
Who  like  to  write 
To  write  to  me. 

A photograph,  a kindly  note 
Will  make  me  say, 

"I'm  glad  she  wrote." 

Dee  Dee  W.  (CT-0002) 


(Diane  Maynard  CT -1812) 

DIANE  MAYNARD  (CT)  (#53) 

Member:  Connecticut  View 
DWM  TV,  48,  5’6",  145.  Have  been 
crossdressing  for  40  yrs.  I live  by  myself  and 
enjoy  going  to  parties  dressed.  Am  looking  for 
correspondence  and  companionship. 

R.G.  Maynard,  P.O.  Box  169,  Somersville, 
CT  06072 


(Christine  Lane  CT-1 780) 


CHRISTINE  LANE  (CT)  (#51) 

Member:  Harriet  Lane’s  TV  Set 
SWM,  30’s,  attractive,  adventurous,  well 
dressed  heels  & hose  fanatic.  I am  into  ‘50’s- 
’60’s  female  impersonation,  both  eloquent  and 
vamp.  He  likes  sports  and  20th  century  memo- 
rabilia collecting.  She  enjoys  perfecting  the 
image,  dancing  on  Saturday  nights,  and  trav- 
elling or  entertaining  for  extended  weekends.  “I 
am  desperately  seeking  an  attractive,  caring  TV 
sister  possessing  the  warmth  and  tenderness  of  a 
good  hearted  woman.” 

Christine  Lane,  Box  4002,  Wallingford, 
CT  06492 


PAULA  (CT)  (#52) 

MWM,  33,  CD.  Tall,  blonde,  like  to  be 
feminine,  love  wearing  lingerie.  Would  like  to 
meet  passable  TVs  & TSs  for  movies,  dinner, 
talk,  etc. 

Paula  (CT-1781) 

ANDREA  (CT)  (52) 

Married,  49, 5’11,  165.  Enjoy  sports,  good 
restaurants,  reading  (especially  TV  literature).  “I 
would  like  to  get  to  know  my  sisters  and  look 
forward  to  correspondence  or  small  group  gath- 
erings.” 

Andrea  (CT-0425) 

EUUNEG.  (CT)  (#52) 

Widower,  WM,  young  49,  5’9",  175,  busi- 
ness background,  quiet  and  sincere.  Enjoy  clas- 
sical music,  reading,  good  friends,  live  shows, 
dancing.  I like  to  wear  what  the  average  woman 
wears.  “Crossdressing  all  my  life  off  and  on.  Got 
rid  of  femme  clothing  when  I married.  Now 
rebuilding  my  wardrobe.  If  you  are  sincere  and 
trustworthy  I would  like  to  hear  from  you.  Will 
answer  all  ASAP.” 

Elaine  G.  (CT-1741) 

BII -LIE  LANE  (CT)  (#52) 

“NY  to  NJ  Commute  Area:  Looking  for  a 
house  to  purchase  and  turn  into  individual  living 
quarters  on  a co-op  basis  with  others.” 

Billie  Lane,  Box  4002,  Wallingford,  CT 
06492 

USA  M.  (CT)  (#52) 

SWM  TV,  36,  college-educated  profes- 
sional, still  in  closet. 

Enjoys  photography,  travel,  music  (jazz, 
classical,  rock  and  roll),  theater,  and  correspon- 
dence. Very  interested  in  the  psychology  of  TV 
and  TS  behavior  and  thought. 

Lisa  M.  (CT-1828) 
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NEW  YORK 


(Joan  Fashions  NY-1220) 

JOAN  FASHIONS  (N.  NY)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri  Ess,  NGA 
MWM  TV/TG,  5’ 10",  165,  52.  Spends 
most  weekends  as  Joan.  Family  very  support- 
ing. Complete  freedom  of  expression.  Active  in 
NYC  meetings  and  parties.  Travel,  shopping, 
weekend  hotels,  restaurants  are  all  part  of  Joan’s 
activities.  Letters  with  photo  will  receive  prompt 
response. 

Joan  Fashions,  P.O.  Box  1756  S.  Rd 
Annex,  Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603 

CAROL  TAYLOR  (W.  NY)  (#50) 

MWM,  45,  165,  lifelong  crossdresser,  al- 
most guilt  free,  married  to  a wonderful,  accept- 
ing (with  healthy  understandable  questions), 
and  helpful  wife.  Anxious  to  help  others,  espe- 
cially couples,  find  an  appropriate  and  comfort- 
able place  for  some  crossdressing  to  exist  in  their 
lives  with  minimal  guilt  and  fear.  We  golf,  ski, 
boat  and  work  hard. 

Carol  Taylor  (NY-0428) 

DIANE  SLOTE  (S.E.  NY)  (#50) 

MWM,  40,  enjoys  music,  camping,  pho- 
tography, fashion,  & above  all  else,  being  femi- 
nine whenever  possible.  I’m  interested  in  corre- 
sponding & meeting  with  people  who  will  accept 
me  as  a woman.  Due  to  family  considerations, 
I’m  unable  to  socialize  much. 

Diane  S.  (NY-0990) 

AMANDA  WALTER  (N.  NY)  (#50) 

MWM,  39,  close  to  passing.  Interests:  Art, 
classical  music,  high-end  audio,  skiing.  “Would 
like  to  hear  from  sisters  who  also  have  successful 
relations  with  wives,  girlfriends.  What  is  your 
secret?” 

Amanda  Walter,  Box  4030,  Glens  Falls, 
NY  12801 


(Joanna  Pauline  NY-0973) 

JOANNA  PAULINE  (W.  NY)  (#52) 

Member:  Tri  Ess,  EON,  TVA 
Hetero  TV/,  40,  engineer,  2 children,  wife 
knows  and  is  tolerant  but  finds  acceptance  hard. 

Interests:  Photography,  cinema,  home 

video,  gardening,  swimming.  Hopes  to  meet 
new  friends  at  the  local  meetings. 

Joanna  Pauline,  BX-STS,  PO  Box  15731, 
Rochester,  NY  14615  (716)  458-7633 


(Vickie  Stone  NY-1035) 

VICKIE  STONE  (L.I.  NY)  (#52) 

Member:  LIFE,  Chi  Delta  Mu 
6',  180,  life-long  TV,  out  of  closet  since 
1982,  married,  heterosexual,  2 kids.  Wife  not 
supportive,  although  aware.  Attorney. 

Interests:  Skiing,  writing  (fiction  & non- 
fiction), music  (former  pro  musician),  guitar, 
electric  bass,  singing,  song-writing.  Would  like 
to  find  TV  ski  bums  to  ski  upstate  NY  & VT. 
Likes  to  travel.  Encourages  correspondence 
and  will  answer  sooner  or  later.  Enjoys  working 
with  novice  TVs  and  taking  them  out.  Extremely 
active  in  LIFE,  and  is  one  of  the  editors  of 
LIFELINES,  the  club  newsletter. 

Vickie  Stone,  Box  121,  Seaford,  NY 
11785 


(Ren'ee  Chevalier,  IFGE  Bd.  of  Dir.) 

REN'EE  CHEVALIER  (N.  NY)  (#53) 

IFGE  Board  of  Directors 
Member:  Tiffany,  TGIC,  EON,  Butterfly 
Participant:  P-Town  WSG  Outing,  Wine 
Country  Weekend 

Awards:  The  MSL  Service  Award 
MWM,  5’9,  150,  passable  at  times,  a sup- 
porter and  hard  worker  on  gender  issues.  Editor 
TGIC  Newsletter.  Interests:  varied,  including 
photography  and  carpentry.  “I  enjoy  helping 
others  through  TGIC  and  bringing  out  newcom- 
ers into  the  Community.” 

Ren'ee  Chevalier,  Box  13844,  Albany,  NY 

12212 


(Gretchen  NY-1359) 

GRETCHEN  LYNCH  (W.  NY)  (#51) 

6’1",  blue  eyes,  195,  good  figure.  Enjoys 
bike  riding,  hiking  and  crossdressing.  Would  like 
tomeet  other  TVs  in  the  Buffalo  NY  area.  Would 
like  to  have  dinner  out. 

Gretchen  L.,  P.O.  Box  231,  Celeron,  NY 
14720 
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GLORIA  F.  (N.  NY)  (#50) 

SWM,  mid  50’s,  5’8",  155,  shaved,  quiet, 
conservative,  discreet.  Interests:  Photography, 
classical  music,  opera,  outdoors,  home  life  & 
crossdressing.  “I’m  a lifelong  TV,  love  being 
feminine,  and  interested  in  developing  close, 
lets  ting  friendships  with  other  TVs.  Love  to  live 
life  as  my  femme  self.  I’m  single  and  live  alone 
in  a small  house  in  the  country.” 

G.  Fuhrman,  P.O.  Box  60,  North  River, 
NY  12856 

BETTY  PRINCE  (NYC)  (#50) 

SW  TS,  blonde,  5’7",  good  looking,  pleas- 
ant personality,  shy,  fun  loving.  Interests: 
Computers,  all  sports,  reading,  living  as  a 
woman.  “I  am  a TS  who  would  like  to  meet  & 
make  friends  with  other  TSs  & TVs  who  can  help 
me  to  live  as  the  woman  I aim.  Just  coming  out 
of  the  closet.” 

Betty  Prince,  2400  Dorsey  St,  Apt  3B, 
Bronx,  NY  10461 

BARBARA  R.  EVANS  (NYC)  (#52) 

WM  TV,  37,  5’8",  155  lbs.  Crossdressing 
since  12.  Honest,  open-minded  and  willing  to 
accept  my  gender  issues. 

Interests:  Music  (blues,  be-hopjazz,  coun- 
try), movies,  dining  out,  the  Ocean,  spiritual 
growth,  travelling,  and  women’s  fashions. 

Am  in  a committed  relationship  w/giri- 
friend;  we’re  both  working  on  acceptance. 
Recently  came  out  and  have  feelings  of  guilt  and 
anxiety.  Would  like  to  hear  from  others  who 
“have  been  through  it”  (including  those  in  sup- 
port groups). 

Barbara  R.  Evans  (NY-1861) 

HELEN  F.  (N.  NY)  (#50) 

Member:  TGIC,  Tiffany 
Participant:  Joyce  Dewhurst’s  Poconos 
Outing. 

Novice  crossdresser,  35,  long  red  hair, 
freckles,  quiet  and  somewhat  shy.  Enjoys  sailing 
and  stained  glass,  and  hopes  to  contact  and 
become  friends  with  more  people  involved  in  the 
TV-TS  Community. 

Helen  F.  (NY-1366) 

JOANNE  E.  (S.  NY)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri-Ess 

Interests:  Shopping,  photography,  dress- 
ing up.  Is  interested  in  corresponding  with  other 
TVs  and  promises  to  answer  all.  Has  very 
understanding  wife  who  would  like  to  hear  from 
other  wives  and  S.O.’s. 

Joanne  E.,  P.O.  Box  310,  Mohegan  Lake, 
NY  10547 

REGINA  KING  (W.  NY)  (#50) 

5’ 7",  occasioned  TV  with  strong  femme 
self.  Looking  for  correspondents  and  compan- 
ions. Would  love  to  dress-up  with  others  nearby. 
Is  bi,  and  has  found  a couple  of  women  friends 
who  enjoy  CDs. 

Regina  King,  Box  6601,  Ithaca,  NY 
14851) 

MICHELE  P.  (N.NY)  (#51) 

Member:  TGIC 

MWM,  39,  5’ 11",  brown  hair  & eyes. 
Interests:  Dining  out,  dancing,  high  fash- 
ion, gourmet  cooking,  shopping.  “Would  like  to 
correspond  & meet  other  TVs  or  TSs,  especially 


i urn ueu  i vs,  tor  support  and  friendship.” 
Michele  P.  (NY-1534) 


(Angela  S.  NY-0719) 


ANGELAS.  (NY)  (#52) 

Member:  EON,  TVA 

Events:  P-Town  Couples’  Weekend,  Joyce 
Dewhurst  Pocono  Outings,  IFGE  Chicago  con- 
vention. 

Magnetically  attracted  to  a good  time,  ac- 
tively involved  in  helping  other  crossdressers. 
Supportive  wife,  passable  at  times  (stopped 
caring  about  other  times),  always  enjoy  being 
Angela.  Supportive  of  all  crossdressing  groups. 
Angela  S.  (NY-0719) 

CORETTA  GOODWIN  (N.  NY)  (#51) 
Member:  Tri  Ess 

28,  TV  for  15  years,  retail  sales  manager, 
husband  & father.  Enjoys  making  pottery, 
computers,  toys,  spy  novels,  comic  books. 
Coretta  G.  (NY-1535) 

RENEE’  SLOCUM  (NY)  (#53) 

SWM,  31,  5’ 11,  160,  college  educated, 
hetero,  shy,  not  out  of  the  closet,  good  sense  of 
humor.  Would  like  to  correspond  with  and 
possibly  meet  other  CDs  and  women  in  the 
Finger  Lakes  area  to  swap  ideas  and  possibly 
form  a local  group. 

Renee’  Slocum,  Box  977,  Geneva,  NY 
14456 

MICHELLE  M.  (NY)  (#52) 

Member:  L.I.F.E. 

Events:  Fantasia  Fair  ’87,  ’88;  Tiffany 

Spring  Outing  ’88,  IFGE  Coming  Together 
Convention  ‘88 

I love  to  go  out  in  public  and  pass  easily. 
My  appearance  is  very  good,  but  need  work  on 
mannerisms  and  especially  voice.  Working  on 
developing  one  integrated,  androgenous  per- 
sonality rather  them  two  extremes.  Love  music 
(popular,  jazz)  skiing  (advemced  intermediate) 


and  all  things  feminine. 

Michelle  M.,  114-41  Queens  Blvd.,  #272, 
Forest  Hills,  NY  11375 


(Randi  Rogers  NY-1814) 


RANDI  ROGERS  (NY)  (#53) 

Single,  34,  6'.  Enjoy  sports,  golf,  quiet 
evenings,  and  outdoors.  Live  in  Niagara  Falls. 
‘ T am  just  now  starting  to  feel  good  about  myself. 
Would  like  to  hear  from  others  with  their 
thoughts,  ideas,  and  comments.  I’m  interested 
in  attending  parties  and  meetings. 

Randi  Rogers,  P.O.  Box  1473,  Buffalo,  NY 
14240-1473 


(Jan  NY-1187) 


JAN  (NY)  (#53) 

Member:  Tri-Ess,  NYGA 
Events:  Poconos  Weekend 
SWM,  41,  5’ 11",  170  lbs.  I like  to  dress 
lady-like  and  conservative  for  a night  out  with 
friends  at  comfortable  Manhattan  restaurants 
and  cabarets.  1 also  love  to  dress  up  for  classical 
concerts  and  opera.  Would  enjoy  sharing  expe- 
riences. 

Jan  (NY-1187) 

FRANK  C.  (NY)  (#52) 
swm,  45,  5'10",  180,  brown  eyes,  hetero.  Inter- 
est: Outdoors,  fishing,  hiking,  and  of  course 
dressing  up.  "I'm  interested  in  corresponding 
with  and  meeting  other  TVs,  TSs,  and  women 
with  whom  I can  be  my  feminine  self." 

Frank  C.  (NY-1584) 
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(Winnie  Brant  NY-0228) 

WINNIE  BRANT  (N.  NY)  (#52) 

Member:  Tiffany,  Tri  Ess,  EON 
Awards:  Miss  Fantasia  Fair 
Hetero  TV,  50 +,  6’2",  a lady.  Hers  many 
interests,  scientific  and  culturally  oriented. 
Loves  to  travel. 

Mr  W.  Brant,  Box  741,  Schenectady,  NY 
12301 

LYNDA  (NY)  (#52) 

MWM,  35,  TV.  Interested  in  writing  to  and 
meeting  with  others  who  are  interested  in 
crossdressing.  Looking  for  someone  who  could 
help  me  with  same. 

Lynda  (NY-0775) 

MISSY  B.  (NY)  (#52) 

5’8",  152,  medium  build,  mahogany  col- 
ored brown  eyes. 

Interests:  Music,  composing,  listening, 

poetry,  studying  stock  cars,  meditating,  exercis- 
ing, observing  nature. 

“I  love  positive  persons  who  don’t  put 
down  others  for  their  own  self-glory  and  those 
who  believe  in  uplifting  another  no  matter  the 
status  or  color.” 

Missy  B.  (NY-1716) 

STEPHANIE  LYNN  (NY)  (#52) 

Member:  IFGE 

5’9, 36, 180,  dk.  blond,  size  18.  TV  with  TS 
desires.  Sensitive  and  caring.  “I  have  been 
dressing  since  pre-teen  years.  Not  yet  passable; 
need  help  with  make-up  and  voice.  Look  pretty 
when  dressed  and  feel  very  natural  in  a pretty 
dress  and  heels.  Will  answer  all.” 

Stephanie  Lynn  (NY-1744) 


(Jennifer  Wells  NY-1597) 


JULIE  ANN  C.  (N.  NY)  (#51) 

TV,  cannot  remember  since  when,  it’s 
been  so  long  ago,  and  still  going  strong.  49,  4’9" 
Was  a member  of  Albany  TV1C  and  FPE. 
Will  answer  all  letters. 

Julie  Ann  C.  (NY-1695) 


CONNIE  TAYLOR  (W.  NY)  (#52) 

MWM  elderly  hetero  TV,  5’5",  125,  with 
supportive  wife.  Likes  clean  cut  clothes  and  tall 
heels.  Loves  to  correspond  and  all  letters 
promptly  answered. 

Connie  Taylor,  Box  0734,  Jamestown,  NY 
14702 


(Connie  Taylor  NY  0434) 


DEE  C.  (W.  NY)  (#52) 

Bi-SWM  TV,  30ish,  professional,  college 
educated.  Enjoys  travel,  clubbing,  movies, 
video,  golf,  skiing. 

Dee  C.  (NY-0708) 

KATHI  FERRIS  (N.  NY)  (#51) 

52, 5’8",  slim,  dark  haired.  Enjoys  folk  and 
rock  music,  reading,  writing,  poetry,  fiction,  and 
philosophy. 

“I  would  like  to  meet  others  in  the  Benning- 
ton, VT  area  who  crossdress  or  are  understand- 
ing about  it.” 

Kathi  F.  (NY-1677) 


ROXEY  P1SANI  (W.  NY)  (#51) 

Enjoys  music,  fashionable  clothes,  ma- 
keup, cosmetics,  reading. 

Roxey  Pisani,  72  Hill  Court  Circle,  Apt  E, 
Rochester,  NY  14621 


JENNIFER  WELLS  (NY)  (#52) 

MWM,  hetero  TV,  5T1",  210#,  blue  eyes, 
37.  Wife  tries  to  be  understanding  but  doesn’t 
participate.  Very  feminine  appearing.  Enjoy 
boating,  water  sports,  writing  poetry,  building 
and  gardening,  wigs  and  makeup.  “I  like  to  help 
other  TVs  and  TSs  try  and  work  through  their 
problems.  Am  very  active  with  TV/TS  Support 
Group  through  CompuServe.” 

Jennifer  Wells,  Box  1417,  Troy,  NY  12181 
(NY-1597) 
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( Barbara  B.  NY-0258) 


BARBARA  B.  (L.I.  NY)  (#52) 

Member:  NYCGA 

MWM,  48,  5’ 10",  160.  Wife  does  not 
approve. 

Interests:  Fashion,  Music,  dancing,  new 
friends.  Values  friendship,  honest,  and  discre- 
tion. Passable  in  public,  but  very  nervous  about 
it.  Prefers  all  CD  settings.  Just  re-emerging  from 
the  closet  after  3 years.  Looking  forward  to 
enjoying  our  special  sisterhood  again! 

Barbara  B.  (NY-0258) 


(Candi  Sue  NY-1 735) 


CANDACE  SUSANN  (“CANDI  SUE”)  (W.  NY) 
(#51) 

“I’m  30-something,  tall,  green  eyes,  and 
usually  red  hair.  I have  one  high  heeled  foot  out 
of  the  closet;  and  am  looking  forward  to  stepping 
the  rest  of  the  way  out  with  you  girls.  I just  adore 
all  pretty,  feminine  fashions.  My  interests  in- 
clude science,  nature,  psychology,  stimulating 


conversation,  emotional  release,  shopping 
malls,  and  writing  I have  prepared  a sincere  and 
touching  photodiary  of  my  private  thoughts  and 
experiences  that  I think  you  all  will  enjoy.  My 
wife  is  tolerant  (at  best)  of  this  part  of  my  life,  and 
I need  open  communication.  So  please  do 
write.” 

Candace  Susarrn,  c/oBox852,  Derby,  NY 
14047 


( Josephine  NY-0880) 


JOSEPHINE  (NY)  (#53) 

Member:  Tiffany,  Tri-Ess 
Attend:  Principal  events  in  Europe  and  US. 
Hetero,  married,  middle  age,  5’ 10",  engi- 
neer. Very  long  life  as  a TV.  “I  love  shopping, 
gardening,  cooking,  deeming,  sewing,  music, 
and  photography.  My  work  enables  me  to 
travel,  and  I would  enjoy  to  meet  other  sisters, 
even  abroad.  Will  reply  all  mail. 

J.  Chara,  Box  671,  Tarrytown,  NY  10591 


(Terri  Barber  NY-1714) 


TERRI  BARBER  (NY)  (#52) 

MWM  TV,  5’7",  blue  eyes,  165  lbs.  and 
losing.  I’m  34  years  old  and  finally  accepting 
myself.  I’m  interested  in  all  sports  and  I love 
music . Would  like  to  correspond  for  helpful  hints 
and  friendship.  I plan  to  fully  explore  my  femme 


self.  Will  try  to  answer  all  letters. 

Terri  Barber,  Box  740,  Schenectady,  NY 
12301-0740 


BONNIE  H.  (W.  NY)  (#53) 

Member:  EON 

MWM,  40, 5’6",  135,  size  12,  blue  eyes  and 
brown  hair. 

Bonnie’s  interests  include  sealing,  golf,  singing, 
and  ship  model  building.  Bonnie  dresses  very 
frequently  emd  has  the  full  support  emd  love  of 
her  spouse.  Passions  are  shoes  emd  pierced 
earrings.  Very  conservative  in  appearance, 
typical  of  today’s  active  businesswomem.  Bon- 
nie would  enjoy  corresponding  with  emy  sister. 

Bonnie  Howard  (NY-1186) 


(T renna  Marie  NY-0623) 


TRENNA  MARIE  M.  (W.  NY)  (#51) 

Member:  Tri-Ess 

Participemt:  Wine  Country  Weekend 
Hetero  TV,  64,  178,  5’8",  has  been  dress- 
ing 54  years.  SUpportive  wife.  Interests:  Win- 
ston Cup  stock  car  racing,  railroading,  sewing, 
being  feminine.  “Love  to  go  out  dressed,  but 
can’t  in  my  area.  Love  to  write  and  will  answer 
all.” 

Trenna  Marie  (NY-0623) 
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(Joanna  G.  NJ-0520) 

JOANNA  G.  (NJ)  (#53) 

Member:  Tiffany,  Renaissance 
Participant:  Fantasia  Fair,  Tiffany  events, 
Be-All. 

DWM,  65,  6',  healthy,  non-smoker.  Am 
interested  in  fashioning  my  own  gowns,  etc., 
learning  knitting,  and  enjoy  dining  out,  good 
music  which  would  include  the  Boston  Pops.  “I 
have  a feminine  nature,  like  real  values  and 
relationships,  and  am  considerate.  Desire  last- 
ing, good  friends;  love  “girl  talk”.  Am  nutrition- 
ally oriented,  and  consider  good  health  to  be  of 
prime  importance.”  Will  respond  to  correspon- 
dence as  is  possible. 

Joanna  G.  (NJ-0520) 

HERMINE  HALL  (NJ)  (#50) 

30,  5’7",  140.  Enjoys  reading,  listening  to 
music,  gardening.  Shy  and  reticent,  would  like 
to  correspond  through  letter  writing. 

Hermine  H.  (NJ-1356) 

KRISTIE  (NJ)  (#52) 

Tall  (6'  w/o  heels),  slender,  (145  lbs)  and 
voluptuous  blonde  with  piercing  blue  eyes.  In- 
terested in  forming  a close  relationship  with  an 
understanding  friend  who  enjoys  sailing,  music, 
tennis,  and  bicycling.  “As  a highly  educated 
professional  business  person,  I am  embarking 
on  a TS  conversion  after  23  years  of  confused 
agony.  Sharing  this  mission  with  sympathetic 
friends  is  essential.” 

Kristie  (NJ-1642) 

JANN  (NJ)  (#51) 

Divorced;  semi-retired  but  feels  like  “kid 
sister”.  Interested  in  femme  clothes,  wigs, 
makeup,  nature,  art,  music,  correspondence, 
women’s  issues,  home  decorating,  learning  to 
cook  and  sew.  Strictly  heterosexual;  would  like 
to  be  a woman's  housewife  and  husband.  “I 
need  correspondence.” 

Jann  (NJ-1602) 


NEAL  MOWDER  (NJ)  (#52) 

Single  made  over  60.  Interested  in  hearing 
from  others  who  are  considering  sex  reassign- 
ment surgery  and  who  are  working  through  their 
adjustments.  Would  like  to  be  your  friend.  I 
enjoy  history,  hiking,  walking,  travel,  collecting 
Indian  relics,  nature,  sports,  and  pets. 

Neal  Mowder,  Route  57  W.  Box  6,  Wash- 
ington, NJ  07882 

KAREN  V.  (N.  NJ)  (#51) 

Member:  Tiffany 

SWM  hetero  TV,  38,  5’8",  155,  good  per- 
sonality and  sense  of  humor.  Adventouress 
(sic).  “A  classical  music  nut,  I also  enjoy  card 
and  word  games,  karate  (black  belt),  skiing,  and 
gourmet  food.  I would  like  to  meet  women  who 
share  some  of  these  interests  and  are  open 
minded  about  the  cross  dressing  scene.” 

SUE  (NJ)  (#51) 

5’5",  140,  well  proportioned  and  cute. 
Can’t  pass.  Well  educated;  write  well.  “Since 
dressing  up  in  my  younger  sister’s  clothing  as  a 
child,  the  attraction  of  dressing  not  only  in 
women’s  clothing  but  also  in  young  teenage 
clothing  has  only  gotten  stronger.  All  members 
who  have  such  interests  and  would  like  to  corre- 
spond on  the  subject,  please  write.  I will  answer 
all  promptly.” 

Sue  (NJ-1774) 


(Phyllis  Daniels  NJ-1515) 

PHYLIJS  DANIELS  (NJ)  (#52) 

Mid  40s,  TV  who  likes  to  go  out  dressed. 
Interests:  Classical  and  contemporary 

music.  “I  am  a great  cook  and  enjoy  a good 
wine  and  friends  to  share  it.”  Would  like  to 
correspond  with  other  TVs. 

Phyllis  Daniels,  P.O.  Box  897,  Brick,  NJ 
08723 


NEW  JERSEY,  PENNSYLVANIA 

ARLETTE  (NJ)  (#53) 

SWM  TV,  5’6”  36,  slight  build,  passable. 
Quiet,  sincere,  and  discreet.  Educated  profes- 
sional. “Seeking  sincere,  mature,  stable  man  for 
dating  and  romance  to  treat  me  like  the  woman 
I am.  Permanent  relationship  possible.  Will 
answer  all.  Phone  number  gets  immediate  re- 
sponse. 

AHette,  Box  225,  Holmdel,  NJ  07733 


(Julie  C.  NJ-1460) 

JULIE  C.  (NJ)  (#50) 

MWM,  5T0",  150,  30,  brown  hair,  brown 
eyes,  thin.  Loves  dressing  pretty,  especially  in 
highheels.  Enjoys  music  and  meeting  others  like 
me.  I also  enjoy  travel  (especially  P-town).  I 
would  love  to  go  out  more,  all  I need  is  a little 
encouragement.  My  wife  helps  as  much  as  she 
can,  but  a friend  would  help  a lot  more. 

Julie  C.  (NJ-1460) 


(Elena  L.  NJ-1200) 


ELENA  L (NJ)  (#53) 

Participant:  Fantasia  Fair 
Single  bi-TV,  30s,  petite.  Intelligent,  sensi- 
tive, and  sincere.  Progressive  and  humanistic 
minded.  Resemble  Hoffman’s  “Tootsie”,  but 
am  much  cuter.  I participate  in  NY  area  parties 
and  activities;  would  enjoy  travel  companion  for 
visits  to  other  places.  Also  enjoy  quiet,  romantic 
times  with  non-TVs. 

Elena  L.,  Box  4805,  Clifton,  NJ  07015 
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(T rudy  Henry  PA-1391 ) 

TRUDY  HENRY  (E.  PA)  (#50) 

Member:  Renaissance 
5’10",  30ish,  pass  well  visually,  likes  to 
dress  appropriately  for  a situation. 

Interests:  Computers,  music  (anything 
from  Ted  Nugent  to  Stravinsky),  art,  travel.  “I 
enjoy  hearing  from  others  interested  in  the  philo- 
sophical, as  well  as  the  social  side  of 
crossdressing.  Don’t  get  me  wrong  though,  I 
also  love  to  socialize.” 

Trudy  Henry,  P.O.  Box  62,  Penllyn,  PA 
19422 

DENISE  MONRAD  (E.  PA)  (#50) 

Pre-op  TS,  5T0",  135,  30,  light  brown 
hair,  blue  eyes.  Interests:  .Sailing  archery, 
playing  guitar  and  the  outdoors  in  general. 
“Would  like  a friend  or  two  to  share  some  time 
and  perhaps  some  insight  and  moral  support.” 
Denise  M.  (PA-1302) 

CATHERINE  ROSEMARY  D.  (E.  PA)  (#52) 
Member:  Outreach 

SWM  hetero  crossdresser,  60+,  5’9",  190. 
“It’s  unlikely  that  I would  pass,  but  am 
interested  in  the  world  of  the  crossdresser,  and 
would  like  to  get  acquainted.” 

Catherine  D.  (PA-0748) 

JANICE  B.  (PA)  (#50) 

37,  MWM,  hetero  closet  TV,  now  discover- 
ing TV  paraculture.  Enjoys  restoring  old  houses, 
dressing  up,  shopping  for  Janice  with  supportive 


(Sheila  Kirk  PA-0336) 


SHEILA  KIRK  (W.  PA)  (#50) 

IFGE  Board  of  Directors 
Member:  Tiffany,  Trains  Pitt,  Paradise 
Attractive  TV,  dedicated  to  this  wonderful 
joy  of  dressing.  “I  work  very  hard  so  moments 
of  relaxation  and  pleasure  of  this  sort  are  pre- 
cious to  me.  I love  being  a TV,  and  I’m  anxious 
to  meet  many  others  who  delight  in  the  same 
feelings.” 

Sheila  K.  (PA-0336) 


(Alison  Laing  PA-1242) 


ALISON  LAING  (E.  PA)  (#50) 

Member:  Renaissance 
Awards:  Miss  Congeniality  ‘87 
Middle  age,  middle  sized,  life  long  CD. 
Married  with  wonderful  supportive  spouse. 

Interests:  Arts  and  crafts,  jewelry  and  fab- 
rics. Love  to  shop  at  fleamarkets  and  antique 
shops.  Loves  good  food,  wine,  travel  and  danc- 
ing. “I  take  my  gender  shift  very  seriously  and 
work  hard  to  be  at  least  unobtrusive  if  not  pass- 
able. Most  of  all  I try  to  have  lots  of  fun  and  at  the 
same  time  help  make  others  in  our  Community 
happy. 

Alison  Laing,  P.O.  Box  635,  Phoenixville, 
PA  19460 


wife.  Seeking  to  correspond  with  other  TVs 
coping  with  marriage  vs  TV  interest. 

Janice  B.  (PA-1315) 

JEAN  G.  (W.  PA)  (#50) 

6’2",  170,  , retired  Navy.  Single,  no  de- 
pendents. Easy  going,  honest,  considerate,  fi- 
nancially secure. 

Interests:  Dining  out,  live  entertainment, 
music  from  50s,  my  ’57  T -bird.  Seeking  slim  TV/ 
TS  for  friendship.  Should  have  a driver’s  license. 
Will  furnish  wardrobe. 

Gene,  P.O.  Box  37,  Rector,  PA  15677 

SUSAN  S.  (PA)  (#50) 

Hetero  TV,  5’9”,  150,  would  like  to  get 
together  with  sisters  in  Mid- Atlantic  states.  En- 
joys sports,  music,  50’s  rock,  country,  clothes, 
shopping,  visiting,  history,  geography. 

Susan  S.  (PA-1458) 


CAMMIU.ES.  (W.  PA)  (#50) 

Member:  Trans  Pitt 

Rather  heavy  set,  heavily  made  up  woman 
favoring  conservative  dress,  including  gloves, 
hankies  & perfume  & corsets.  Interests  include 
photography,  writing,  hot  air  ballooning,  fashion 
ideas  for  large  feminine  women.  “I  like  leather 
apparel,  but  strictly  feminine.” 

Cammille  S.  (PA-1274) 


(Maryann  Kirkland  E.  PA-1531) 


MARYANN  KIRKLAND  (E.  PA)  (#51) 
Member:  Renaissance 
MWM  hetero  TV,  5’1T',  38,  auburn  hair, 
and  expressive  brown  eyes. 

Interests:  Classical  ballet,  opera,  19th  cen- 
tury literature,  fine  wines,  shopping  & partying 
with  other  sisters.  “I’m  willing  to  work  to  create 
a positive  educated  public  image  of 
crossdressing.  Fond  of  full  skirts,  petticoats, 
crinolines  and  hair  ornaments.  Those  of  like 
interest  should  write.” 

Maryann  Kirkland,  348  Parkview  Way, 
Newtown,  PA  18940 


CHRIS  R.  (E.  PA)  (#50) 

Member:  Renaissance 
Married,  38,  rather  quiet,  would  like  to 
become  more  involved  in  CD  activities. 

Interests:  Photography,  art/graphics,  mo- 
torcycles, huskies  (dogs).  Would  like  to  meet 
other  CDs  with  varied  interests.  Wife  also  inter- 
ested in  meeting  CD’s  wives. 

Resident,  P.O.  Box  98,  Folsom,  PA  19033 
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(Cindy  H.PA0952) 


CINDY  H.  (E.  PA)  (#53) 

38,  5’9,  170,  bm/hazel,  Sagittarius,  femi- 
nincGWTV/prc-opTS.  “I  enjoy  living  my  life  as 
a woman  whenever  possible.  I love  to  dress  up, 
go  out  and  socialize.  I am  looking  for  a lasting 
relationship  with  a masculine  made.” 

Cindy  H.  (PA-0952) 

REBECCA  SUE  M.  (E.  PA)  (#50) 

Member:  Phi  Chapter 
MWM,  5’9",  155,  60,  retired  professional, 
novice  crossdresser. 

Enjoys  sports,  music,  crossdressing,  walk- 
ing, travel.  Needs  and  will  appreciate  all  the  help 
I cam  get.  Would  love  to  meet  amd  correspond 
with  sisters  of  sarnie  interests  who  cam  help  me  to 
come  out  of  the  closet  amd  achieve  my  feminine 
crossdressing  desires. 

Rebecca  M.  (PA-1357) 

SALLY  JO  O.  (E.  PA)  (#51) 

MWM,  63,  6’1",  180,  haizel  eyes,  light 
brown  hair,  dressing  since  I wais  10. 

Interests:  Music,  sports  (golf),  computers. 
“I  love  to  dress  in  my  own  home.  Only  just 
beginning  to  come  out.  Have  no  pictures  yet. 
Never  told  amyone  till  recently.  Married,  7 chil- 
dren, no  faimily  member  knows.  Would  like  to 
tailk  & correspond  with  other  girls.” 

Sadly  Jo  O.  (PA-1537) 

CATHERINE  ROSEMARY  D.  (E.  PA)  (#52) 
Member:  Outreach 

SWM  hetero  crossdresser,  60+,  5’9",  190 
“It’s  unlikely  that  I would  parss,  but  aim 
interested  in  the  world  of  the  crossdresser,  amd 
would  like  to  get  acquaunted.” 

Catherine  D.  (PA-0748) 

RICKY  HUNT  (E.  PA)  (#52) 

MWM,  260 + , 6’2",  enjoys  reading  sci-fi  & 
mysteries.  Also  enjoys  photography,  old 
houses,  electronics,  cooking,  computers,  hiking. 

“Cam  amyone  else  see  the  humorous  side 
of  crossdressing?  1 love  corresponding  amd 
marking  new  friends.  Write  amd  say  hello.” 

Ricky  Hunt,  Box  263,  Towanda,  PA 
18848 

DAVIDAT.  (E.  PA)  (#52) 

SWM,  38,  shy  amd  discreet.  Trying  to 
come  out. 


Enjoy  spending  my  free  time  being  ais 
feminine  as  possible.  I’m  seeking understamding 
friends  who  may  lend  me  a little  support.  Look- 
ing forward  to  visiting  a P-town  outing.  My  goal 
is  to  play  a round  of  golf  in  a sun  dress.” 
Davida  T.  (PA-0944) 


{ Barbara  White  PA-1 722) 


BARBARA  WHITE  (W.  PA)  (#52) 

Member:  TransPitt 

5T0",  170,  brown  hair,  green  eyes,  very 
paissable,  married. 

“Would  like  to  meet  other  TV/TS’s,  amd 
have  a made  taike  me  out  dinner/damcing.  Noth- 
ing bizarre,  please.” 

Barbara  White  (PA-1772) 


(Janet  Rose  PA-1879) 

JANET  ROSE  (PA)  (#53) 

SWM  TV,  46,  5’H",  149.  Interests:  busi- 
ness, race  cars,  domestic  chores,  crossdressing. 
I do  turn  into  am  exhibitionist  in  front  of  a 
caimera.  Would  love  to  meet  mature,  under- 
stamding women  for  fun  amd  friendship.  Girl- 
friend ailso  interested  in  meeting  CDs/wives. 
Janet  Rose  (PA-1879) 


ROBIN  FREY  (PA)  (#53) 

Member:  Philadelphia  Dignity  (TS  support 
group) 

40-year-old  pre-op  would  love  to  find  employ- 
ment amd  live  full-time  ais  a female.  Free  to 
travel;  would  love  for  other  TVs  amd  TSs  to  give 
me  a cadi. 

Robin,  Box  1341,  West  Chester,  PA  19380 
(215)  696-6468  (PA-0932) 

SHEILA  H.  (W.  PA)  (#51) 

Retired  TV.  Need  help  to  expand  life  as 
TV.  I enjoy  saiiling,  ship  modeling,  amd  needle- 
point. Wish  to  correspond  with  girls  who  like 
heels,  maike-up,  and  photos. 

Sheila  H.  (PA-0743) 


MARYLAND  - DELAWARE  - DC  - 
VIRGINIA  - WEST  VIRGINIA 

MICHELLE  ST  CLAIR  (MD)  (#50) 

SW,  40,  young  looking,  amd  interested  in 
new  ideas.  Most  interested  in  finding  a genuine 
female  in  DC  area  for  relationship. 

Michelle  StC  (MD-1279) 


(Pauline  MD-1860) 


PAULINE  (MD)  (#51) 

30,  5’6",  married  TV,  practicing  Catholic, 
somewhat  understamding  wife. 

Enjoy  music,  writing,  amd  poetry.  “I’m 
very  interested  in  meeting  other  transvestites  or 
tramssexuals  from  the  Badtimore/Waishington 
area  or  corresponding  with  amy  elsewhere  in  the 
US.” 

Pauline  (MD-1860) 

ADRIENNE  R.  (MD)  (#52) 

SWM,  36,  5’ 11",  150. 

“My  idea  of  fun  is  a quiet  evening  drink 
with  a friend  — both  of  us  in  skirts,  heels,  and 
hose.  We’re  perfectly  made  up  amd  chatting 
about  chiffon  dresses  with  nipped  waists  and 
wide  rustling  skirts.  We  may  go  shopping  to- 
gether tomorrow,  or  at  leaist  dreaim  about  the 
possibility.  If  this  sort  of  scene  sounds  appeailing, 
let’s  try  it  by  maiil  first,  then  tailk  about  meeting. 
Love  letter  amd  photo  exchamge  with  aJl.” 

Boxholder,  P.O.  Box  92,  Laurel,  MD 
20707 
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LOLA  (MD)  (#53) 

Member:  “Gender  Identity  Outreach  Cen- 
ter USA”,  “My  Choice” 

Attractive  SW  TV,  active  in  the  TV/TS 
community.  Currently  seeking  new  TV/TS 
friends.  “I  enjoy  all  things  feminine,  and  helping 
my  TV/TS  friends  improve  their  “femme”  ap- 
pearance, as  I am  a professional  makeup  artist 
and  costume  designer. 

Lola,  do  Gender  Identity  Outreach  Cen- 
ter, Box  133,  Westminster,  MD  21157 

NANCY  R.  (MD)  (#50) 

Finally  realizing  who  I am.  Just  started 
going  out  dressed  in  the  early  a.m.  hours  by 
myself.  Looking  for  someone  (made  or  female) 
locally  to  encourage  me.  I’m  61  but  look  40.  I’m 
5’8",  mild  mannered,  and  like  most  people. 
Please  write. 

Leonard  J.  Rudell,  9C  Richmar  Rd,  Ow- 
ings  Mills,  MD  21117 


(Emily  DE-0629) 


EMILY  (DE)  (#51) 

Member:  Renaissance 
Events:  Fan-Fair  86,  87,  88;  Paradise  in 
Poconos  88 

Middle  age  (48),  pleasingly  plump  (well 
200 +-)  TV,  passes  in  public  (or  at  leers t gets 
away  with  it) . By  the  example  aind  loving  help  of 
many,  not  a few  of  whom  appear  in  these  pages, 
I have  learned  to  put  down  the  burden  eurd 
accept  the  gift.  Would  like  to  travel  eind  visit  TV 
groups  in  other  states. 

Emily  (DE-0629) 

CINDY  GREEN  (VA)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri  Ess 

DWM  TV,  enjoys  TV  lifestyle,  lives  adone. 
Looking  forward  to  meeting  other  CDs.  Special 
interests  include  ball  gowns,  hand  holding,  shop- 
ping w/  other  TVs,  fine  lingerie.  Would  like  to 
hear  from  other  TVs/TSs  for  excheinge  of  pic- 
tures & interests. 

Cindy  G.  (VA-1278) 


(Roberta  Lewis  DC-0972) 


ROBERTA  LEWIS  (DC)  (#52) 

6’2',  36,  cheurperson  Washington-Balti- 
more  Allieince 

Interests:  Bicycling,  top  40,  dancing. 

“If  you’re  coming  to  DC,  write  me.  If  not, 
write  me  anyway.  Also  would  like  to  hear  from 
other  black  crossdressers.” 

R.  Lewis,  P.O.  Box  50724,  Washington, 
DC  20004-0724 

YVONNE  H.  (VA)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri  Ess  HeteroTV,  36,  6T", 
200,  non-smoker. 

“I  don’t  pass  well  but  aim  trying  to  improve 
my  femininity.  Love  lingerie  eind  all  feminine 
clothing,  poetry,  gourmet  cooking.  Would  like 
to  correspond  and  learn  how  to  be  ars  lady -like  as 
possible.” 

Yvonne  H.  (VA-1280) 

JULIE  ALEXANDER  (VA)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri  Ess 

5’6",  155,  black  hair,  married  with  chil- 
dren. 

Loves  to  cook,  enjoys  photography,  inte- 
rior decorating,  tennis,  swimming  and  golf. 
Would  like  to  correspond  aind  contact  other  TVs 
for  non-sexual  relationships.  Seeking  female  as 
‘sister’,  or  very  feminine  TS.  Send  photo  please. 
Will  amswer  adl. 

Julie  Alexander,  P.O.  Box  4426,  Cary,  NC 
27519 

DIANNE  FERN  (VA)  (#50) 

Member:  Butterfly  of  NOVA 

MWM,  Bi- W,  50’s,  long  time  crossdresser, 
supportive  wife. 

Enjoys  gourmet  cooking,  sailing,  music 
(jazz),  intellectually  stimulating  conversation, 
smadl  social  get-togethers  with  TVs  and  those 
who  enjoy  the  exploration  of  adl  aspects  of  the 
femme  lifestyle.  Would  like  to  meet  TVs  from  the 
MD,  DC  aind  VA  area.  Cain  entertain. 

Dianne  F.  (VA-1439) 


SUSAN  REYNOLDS  (VA)  (#53) 

Member:  Tri-Ess 

Participaint:  P-town  and  Poconos  gather- 
ings 

“Reatsonably  passable.  Love  sleek  cloth- 
ing. Adore  being  VERY  buxom  when  at  home. 
I write  to  a number  of  sisters,  aind  especially 
enjoy  writing  to  those  sisters  who  like  being 
buxom.  Am  very  happy  aind  content  with  myself 
as  a womain.” 

Susain  Reynolds,  Box  11160,  Alexandria, 
VA  22312 


(Angela  Carol  Ash  VA-0736) 


ANGELA  CAROL  ASH  (VA)  (#53) 

Member:  Tri-Ess  (Sigma  Epsdon  Chapter) 
Participaint:  P-Town  ’85,  Joyce  Dewhurst 
’84/’85,  Tri-Ess  Sigma  Epsilon  (Chattanooga) 
’87,  ‘88-’89. 

Awards:  “Best  Dressed”  award,  Sept.  ’84 
Joyce  Dewhurst  Be  All  Weekend  (Qevelaind 
’87) 

Blond,  blue  eyes,  6’0,  49,  130,  dressing 
since  age  12.  Very  active  member  Tri-Ess. 
Broad  minded,  interested  in  other  TVs  in  VA, 
NC,  TN,  aind  KY.  Friendly,  professionadly  em- 
ployed, enjoy  sociad  events,  dancing,  aind  fancy 
clothes. 

Angela  Carol  Ash  (VA-0736) 

CHRISTINA  (VA)  (#53) 

Member:  Tri-Ess 

MWM,  40s,  6',  185.  Enjoy  photography, 
big  band  music,  collectable  records,  cooking, 
amd  going  out  dressed  whenever  possible.  Also 
like  to  correspond  with  other  sisters.  Forming 
new  Tri-Ess  group  in  Richmond,  VA  area. 
Would  like  to  attend  Holiday  En  Femme  or 
similar  large  event. 

Christina  (VA-1868) 

PRISCILLA  WENTWORTH  (WV)  (#53) 
Member:  Crossroads 
MWM  TV,  5T0”,  170.  Retired  from  For- 
eign Service.  Widely  travelled,  broad  interests. 
Likes  to  correspond  with  other  TVs/TSs. 

P.M.  Wentworth,  Box  687,  Berkeley 
Springs,  WV  25411 
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(Alona  Victoria  Miller  W.VA-1804) 


(Sandy  Johnson  NC-0906) 


plastic  models,  miniature  war 
games,  sewing,  cooking,  and  im- 
proving my  feminine  image.  I am  a 
full-time  clergy-person  and  would  be 
willing  to  help  any  of  my  “sisters” 
and  “brothers”  accept  themselves  as 
persons  of  worth. 

Alona  V.  Miller  (WV-1804) 


NORTH  CAROLINA  - 
SOUTH  CAROLINA - 
GEORGIA -FLORIDA 


VERONICA  STYLES  (NC)  (#50) 
Member:  Cross-Port 
Hetero  TV,  just  coming  out  of 
closet.  Classy,  sensual,  fun  loving, 
seeing  to  share  public  & private  sides 
of  femme  life  with  TVs  & GGs.  Cem 
travel.  Letter  & photo  reciprocated. 
Veronica  S.  (NC-1364) 


(Kay  Gould  VA-0323) 

KAY  GOULD  (VA)  (#51) 

Very  feminine  and  totally  passable.  Enjoy 
allaspects  of  femininelifestyle.  Strong  personal- 
ity with  ultra  feminine  testes.  Enjoy  fine  music, 
dining,  theatre,  and  high  fashion.  “I  date  exten- 
sively, and  travel  heavily  throughout  the  US.  I 
appreciate  male  escorts  in  most  cities.  Am  very 
accomplished  in  all  feminine  ways  but  sun 
demanding  in  personality . I also  write  for  several 
nationsd  publications.” 

Kay  Gould,  Box  8562,  Alexandria,  VA 
22306 


PETRA  D.  (NC)  (#52) 

“I  sun  a 32  yr  old  married  TV 
with  supportive  wife  and  young 
child.  Am  eager  to  communicate 
with  others  in  the  TV  Community 
who  have  msinaged  to  bsdsuice  pro- 
fessional,  family,  smd  TV  interests. 
Am  particularly  interested  in  how 
others  have  coped  with  raising  chil- 
dren. I enjoy  reading,  writing,  pho- 
tography, smd  a variety  of  outdoor  activities.  My 
masculine  side  plays  soccer  smd  likes  to  go 
esunping.  My  feminine  side  enjoys  gardening, 
watching  wild  flowers  grow,  smd  most  of  all 
wearing  pretty  clothes  smd  makeup.” 

Petra  D.  (NC-1314) 


ALONA  VICTORIA  MILLER  (WV)  (#53) 

Member:  Tri-Ess,  IXE,  Cross-Port,  Trans- 
Pitt 

Participant:  IFGE  1988 

6',  MWM,  Heterosexual.  1 enjoy  building 


(Dianne  Kendall  GA-1248) 


DIANNE  KENDALL  (GA)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri  Ess  Life  long  TV,  wil- 
lowy, sensuous,  very  feminine  with  extensive, 
fashionable  wardrobe  including  much  precious 
lingerie  - mostly  pink  - and  heels  for  every  outfit 
smd  occsision. 

Wsmts  to  meet,  correspond  with  and  telk  to 
cute  TVs,  TSs,  smd  GGs  who  love  smd  appreci- 
ate the  feminine  sis  much  sis  I do.  Also  write 
stories  about  boys  being  sweetly  dressed  as  girls 
by  girls.  Let’s  be  girls  together  in  Atlsmta  or 
elsewhere. 

Disme  Kendsill,  3220-A  Post  Woods  Dr, 
Atlanta,  GA  30339  (404)  988-0667  ( G A - 
1248) 


LINDA  W.  (GA)  (#51) 

Member:  Tri  Ess 

SWM  TV,  5’ 10",  180,  size  18,  29.  Com- 
puter systems  analyst,  loves  sill  music  (especially 
jazz),  voracious  reader,  runner,  hiker. 

“After  silmost  30  years  in  the  closet,  I’m 
trying  to  emerge  and  make  some  TV/TG/TS 
friends.  I’m  getting  involved  in  sin  emerging  Tri  - 
Ess  Chapter  in  the  Southesist.  Will  srnswer  sill.” 
Linda  W.  (GA-1486) 


KIM  BLAIR  (FL)  (#52) 

Msile,  married  TV  in  mid-40s. 

Interests:  Cross  dressing  with  special  inter- 
est in  full  skirts  smd  full  petticoats.  “I  would  like 
to  correspond  with,  or  meet  other  TVs  smd  TV 
couples.  I like  the  mid-Florida  area’s  east  cosist. 
Kim  B.  (FL-1606) 


CLAUDIA  K.  (FL)  (#51) 

Member:  Tri-Ess,  Crossport,  IXE 
Participsint:  Be  All,  Fsmtsisia  Fsiir. 

Warm,  quiet,  mature  (63)  widowed  WM, 
natural,  longtime  CD,  retired  M.E.  “1  winter  in 
Naples,  FL  summer  in  Cincinnati,  OH.  I enjoy 
travel,  photography  (video  smd  still),  sewing, 
smd  correspondence.  I srnswer  sill  promptly.” 
Claudia  K.  (FL-1833) 

SANDY  JOHNSON  (NC)  (#53) 

5’7",  140  lbs. 

Interested  in  corresponding  with  other 
TVs,  TSs  to  achieve  a better  understanding  and 
acceptance  of  our  community. 

Ssmdy  Johnson,  4832  Park  Rd.,  Box  293, 
Charlotte,  NC  28209 
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THEODORA  R.  (FL)  (#50) 

5’8",  160,  size  18.  Single  TV.  Crossdress 
at  home,  wear  blouse  & slacks  all  the  time,  and 
like  all  female  things.  Will  answer  all. 

Theodora  R (FL-1 117) 

ERLENE  THOMAS  (FL)  (#50) 

Early  40’s,  just  started  openly  cross-dress- 
ing with  wife’s  understanding.  Would  like  to 
meet  others  for  discussion  of  same. 

Erlene  T.  (FL-1396) 

BOBBIE  KAYE  (FL)  (#51) 

MWM,  bi,  53, 5’1 1",  175,  fair,  trim,  college 
BA,  professional,  friendly. 

Enjoys  tennis  & golf.  “Closet  crossdresser 
for  25  years,  but  really  feel  relaxed  and  smile 
when  I’m  dressed.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
others  and  meet  in  Florida.” 

B.K.,  P.O.  Box  5021,  Sarasota,  FL  34277 

LINDAS.  (SE  FL)  (#52) 

6',  180,  60+.  Interested  in  feminizing 
personality  and  psychological  thinking.  Looking 
for  help  in  resocialization  as  a woman. 

Linda  S.  (FL-0938) 


(Jennifer  Reece  FL-0739) 


JENNIFER  REECE  (FL)  (#52) 

SWM,  tall  but  good  looking  as  either  sex. 

Interests:  Motor  boating,  diving,  tennis  and 
being  all  femme  or  all  made.  Would  like  to  meet 
an  understanding  woman  or  TS  and  have  a good 
time. 

Jennifer  Reece,  P.O.  Box  10296,  57th 
Ave,  Bradenton,  FL  34282 

JOAN  ANN  OTTLAND  (NW  FL)  (#52) 

Member:  Tri  Ess 

SWM,  5’ 10",  50’s.  Enjoys  swimming, 
cycling,  history,  music,  bridge,  calligraphy. 
Recently  widowed  and  TV  active.  Interested  in 
corresponding  with  other  middle  Gulf  Coast 
heterosexual  TVs,  or  empathizing  age  group 
GGs. 

Joan  Ottland,  Suite  129,  8084  N.  Davis 
Hwy  E3,  Pensacola,  FL  32514 


(Joan  J.  FL-1 703) 


JOANJ.  (SW  FL)  (#51) 

SWM  hetero  TV,  5’H”,  150,  37.  Enjoys 
ballroom  dancing,  exercising,  golf,  yoga.  Sin- 
cere and  considerate.  Wishes  to  socialize  with 
TV’s,  TS’s  and  women  in  the  Centred  Florida 
area. 

J.  Jessip,  P.O.  Box  22412,  St  Petersburg, 
FL  33742-2412 


CYNTHIA  SILVA  (#53)  (FL) 

WM,  single,  age  60, 5’9",  200  lbs.  “Trying 
to  come  out;  would  like  help.  Dressing  off  and 
on  for  about  30  years.” 

Cynthia  Silva,  Box  13737,  Tampa,  FL 
33681-3737 

ROBBI  (FL)  (#52) 

S/W/Hetero  TV,  30,  5’10",  130.  Long 
shapely  legs,  loves  high  heels,  hose  girdles. 
Would  like  to  correspond  with  all  into  same 
interests.  Would  like  to  meet  with  any  sisters  in 
south  Florida  area. 

Robbi  (FL-1864) 


ALABAMA  - MISSISSIPPI  - 
TENNESSEE  - KENTUCKY  - 
ARKANSAS 

DELINDA  LESLIE  N.  (MS)  (#50) 

42,  5’4",  195,  brown  hair,  brown  eyes. 
Interests:  Writing,  the  arts,  wicca,  psychology, 
theatre,  movies.  “I  would  like  to  correspond 
with  all  who  are  interested  in  TV ism,  TSism,  & 
TGism.” 

Delinda  N.  (MS-1275) 

EVE  HYDE  (TN)  (#52) 

Mature  professional  male,  5’10",  160,  very 
discrete.  Has  a variety  of  interests. 

Eve  H.  (TN-1733) 


(Samanth  T.  TN-0934) 


SAMANTHA  T.  (TN)  (#52) 

Member:  SLGF,  Dixie  Belles 
39+  years  young,  5’8",  use  own  long  hair, 
very  active  in  womanly  role,  deaf,  taught  how  to 
speak  & lip  read. 

Interests:  Fashions,  arts,  collecting  any- 
thing which  attracts  my  attention,  my  lovely 
house.  I am  hoping  to  make  some  friends  in 
Westem/Middle  Tennessee,  Western  Kentucky, 
and  neighboring  states . I am  living  close  to  “land 
between  the  lakes”  national  recreational  park. 
Will  answer  all  letters. 

Samantha  T.,  RT  2 Box  103B,  Buchanan, 
TN  38222 

STEPHANIE  RENEE’  (AR)  (#53) 

5’8",  135,  35,  brown  hair/eyes.  Married; 
wife  understands  & is  very  helpful;  still  needs  a 
little  education  on  subject.  4 chddren,  4-19. 
Would  like  to  meet  other  sisters  from  the  general 
area  for  help  & friendship.  Have  corresponded, 
but  not  yet  met  anyone.  Interests  include  all 
aspects  of  being  a woman. 

S.  R.  Fowler,  Box  1835,  Springsdale,  AR 
72765 
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RANDIS.  (AR)  (#51) 

Member:  Club  Gemini 
SWM,  Bi-,  5’ 11",  150.  Enjoys  everything 
feminine,  dressing,  cooking,  and  photography. 
Would  love  to  correspond  & meet  with  “boys 
who  would  rather  be  girls”,  TV’s  & TS’s. 
RandiS.  (AR-1708) 

CRYSTAL  DAWN  BOYD  (TN)  (#52) 

Pre-op,  M-F  TS,  30-ish.  In  prison,  going 
up  for  parole  in  January  ’89;  could  make  release 
with  a little  help  from  you.  Especially  need  your 
help  with  work-release  and  parole  plan.  Would 
like  very  much  to  settle  in  Nashville  or  Memphis 
area. 

If  you  think  would  like  to  help  a lady  get  a 
new  start  (and  be  herself  again)  or  have  any 
helpful  information,  PLEASE  contact: 

Crystal  Dawn  Boyd,  c/o  T.D.  Boyd,  #101461, 
Rt.  1,  Turney  Center,  Only,  TN  37140.  If  re- 
turned for  any  reason,  please  re -mail  to  T.  D. 
Boyd  at  the  above  address. 

Crystal  Dawn  Boyd  (TN-1701) 


(Sandra  Baker  TN-1640) 


SANDRA  BAKER  (TN)  (#52) 

SWM,  divorced,  50s,  6',  170,  blue  eyes, 
considered  very  attractive,  professional  pilot. 
Interest  are  classical  music,  opera,  art,  travel, 
tennis,  collecting  antiques.  Avid  audiophile.  “I 
wish  to  meet/correspond  with  all  who  are  sensi- 
tive, understanding,  and  who  love  to  dress.  I 
travel  New  England  often.” 

Sandra  Baker,  Box  210362,  Nashville,  TN 
37221-0362 

OHIO  - INDIANA  - MICHIGAN 

TONIH.  (OH)  (#53) 

Single,  6’ 1",  195,58.  Closet  executive  TV 
wants  to  meet  same  with  understanding  wife  for 
dressing,  dinner  and  conversation.  Ifyouhavea 
private  place  within  50  miles  of  Columbus,  you 
have  a new  friend. 

Toni  H.  (OH-1066) 

LORI  K.  (OH)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri-Ess 

MWM,  34,  wife  somewhat  supportive. 
Enjoys  reading,  cooking,  vegetable  gardening. 
“I  have  been  on  hormones,  and  I’m  pass- 


able on  occasion.  My  weak  points  are  makeup 
& hair  styling.  Need  help  in  these  areas.  Seeking 
more  opportunities  to  go  out  in  public  en 
femme.  Will  correspond  with  others.” 

Lori  K.  (OH-0712) 

DIANE  FERGUSON  (OH)  (#50) 

Member:  Cross-Port 

SWM,  5’7",  135,  blond  hair,  blue  eyes,  pre- 
op TS.  Interested  in  corresponding  with  anyone 
considering  sexual  reassignment  surgery  and 
other  matters  of  mutual  interest.  I am  a mostly 
sincere  and  honest  person,  and  wish  to  share 
experiences  and  discuss  subjects  which  are  of 
true  importance  in  our  lives. 

Diane  Ferguson,  P.O.  Box  4617,  Mainev- 
ille,  OH  45039 


(Lynn  Sherman  OH-1244) 

LYNN  SHERMAN  (OH)  (#52) 

Single  TV,  31  yrs.  old,  145  lbs.,  dark  hair, 
green  eyes.  “Quiet  and  educated  but  a good 
conversationalist  with  compatible  people. 
Looking  for  TVs  and  women  interested  in  aril 
things  feminine . Also  enjoy  reading  and  sports . ” 
Lynn  Sherman  (OH-1244) 

DIANA  COOPER  (OH)  (#52) 

MWM  with  TS  desires.  Work  in  data  proc- 
essing. 

Interests:  fishing,  camping,  boating,  foot- 
ball, baseball,  softball,  racquetball,  and  cooking. 
“I  would  like  to  meet  other  TVs  and  especially 
TSs  to  help  me  to  determine  my  own  gender. 
Also  need  help  coming  “out”  and  obtaining 
hormones  (or  finding  a doctor  that’ll  help). 

Diana  Cooper,  Box  483,  West  Chester, 
OH  45069 

MICHELLE  FRANCES  (OH)  (#51) 

Heterosexual  CD,  5’7",  150,  31,  brown 
hair  and  eyes,  married. 

Enjoy  golf,  sports,  current  events,  comput- 
ers, shopping,  fashions,  and  more.  I am  looking 


for  Ohio  correspondence,  especially  centred 
Ohio.  I would  like  to  meet  others  for  dressing, 
shopping,  having  fun  together,  and  maybe  shar- 
ing expenses  for  a place  to  dress  and  store  our 
feminine  goods.  Will  answer  all. 

Michelle  Frances  (OH-1809) 

DONNA  KAY  HILL  (MI)  (#53) 

Member:  Crossroads 

DWM,  pre-op,  6’4",  200  lbs,  long  brown 
frosted  permed  hair,  pierced  ears.  Have  started 
hormones  and  electrolysis.  Am  learning  to  be 
me  and  would  like  to  hear  from  other  sisters.  A 
college  graduate,  employed  in  civil  service,  I 
enjoy  fishing,  boating,  hunting,  running,  the 
outdoors,  and  my  two  dogs. 

Donna  Kay  Hill  (Ml-0829) 

MARY  (OH)  (#51) 

Gentle,  passive,  very  shy  male  TV. 

I enjoy  deeming,  cooking,  shopping,  and 
pleeising  a confident  woman  who  enjoys  femi- 
nine boys. 

Would  like  to  hear  from  any  woman  who 
understemds  and  appreciates  a young  man  who 
likes  to  dress  in  feminine  fashions.  My  goed  is  to 
be  a househusband  for  a woman  who  under- 
stemds my  feelings. 

Mary  (OH-1731) 


(Arlena  Parrish  IN-1466) 


ARLENA  M.  PARRISH  (IN)  (#51) 

Member:  IXS,  Cross-Port 
“I  enjoy  crossdressing  emd  being  my  femi- 
nine personedity . Since  1 have  just  recently  come 
out  of  the  closet,  I would  love  to  correspond  with 
emd  meet  other  sisters.  I would  appreciate  any 
help  in  bettering  my  appearemce.  I will  answer 
edl  letters  very  promptly  emd  in  a positive  man- 
ner.” 

Ms  Arlena  M.  Parrish,  P.O.  Box  27103, 
Indiemapolis,  IN  46227 

FRAN  (OH)  (#52) 

“Perst  60  - 5’9"  - trimming  - shy.  Wonder 
if  too  late  to  go  through  this  at  this  age?” 

Fran  (OH-0848) 
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(Vanessa  IV.  IN-1166) 

VANESSA  W.  (IN)  (#50) 

Member:  St  Louis  Gateway  Femmes 
5’9",  slender,  blue  eyes,  blond,  white  CD, 
passable  in  public,  very  discreet  & expect  same. 

Interests:  Lingerie,  corsetry,  high  heels, 
enjoy  role  playing&  shoppingwith  girlfriend.  S. 
IN,  S.  IL,  & W.  KY,  can  travel,  looking  for 
someone  to  share  experiences  with.  Also  inter- 
ested in  meeting  real  women  interested  in  CDs. 
Vanessa  W.  (IN-1166) 

DONNA  BALL  (MI)  (#52) 

42,  5’8,  size  10,  137,  very  feminine,  more 
TS  them  TV.  Interests?  Dressing,  dressing,  dress- 
ing in  conservative  but  sweet  feminine  clothes. 
Would  like  to  meet  other  TVs/TSs  in  Detroit 
suburbs. 

Donna  Ball,  Box  008%,  Rochester,  MI 
48309 

MAUREEN  NICOLE  ARNETTE  (Ml)  (#51) 
Member:  Tri  Ess,  Chi  Chapter,  Cross- 

roads, NGA 

Participant:  Holiday  En  Femme  ’85  ’86, 
‘Be  All’  ‘86 

SWM,  professional.  “I  have  attained  my 
feminine  self  to  surface  over  the  past  two  years. 
This  hers  been  a positive  and  rewarding  experi- 
ence for  me  and  I have  made  wonderful  friends 
through  it.  I am  exploring  the  transgender  proc- 
ess, am  involved  in  a clinic  program,  started 
electrolysis  and  hormones.  Happy  tocommuni- 
cate  with  anyone.” 

Maureen  Nicole  Amette,  4275  Dobie  Rd, 
Okemos,  MI  864 


(Dan  Riley  TN-180'Z) 

DAN  RILEY  (IN)  (#52) 

Member:  IXE 

SWF,  38,  CD.  Sincere,  caring  individual. 
Interested  in  corresponding  with  other  female- 
to- marie  crossdressers.  Enjoys  hiking,  dancing, 
T ai  Chi  Ch’uan,  talking  with  others  and  helping 
others  “coming  out”. 

Dan  Riley,  (IN-1802) 

CAMILEM.  (OH)  (#51) 

Very  attractive  TV,  blue  eyes,  brown  hair, 
5T0",  159,  size  12-14,  still  in  the  closet. 

“Would  like  to  meet  and  correspond  with 
like-minded  sisters.  Am  open  to  all.  Would 
welcome  any  sisters  that  travel  to  my  area  and 
could  travel  myself.” 

Camile  M.  (OH-1721) 

RANDI  (MI)  (#53) 

Member:  Crossroads 

M/M,  5'H",  late  30’s,  dark  hair,  brown 
eyes,  educated  professional  who  travels  fre- 
quently. 

Interests:  Outdoor  activities,  music  & golf. 
”1  like  to  talk  and  meet  with  others,  attractive  and 
experienced  in  the  feminine  persuasion,  TV  and 
TS." 

Randi  (MI- 1074) 

GLORIA  LYNN  GIBSON  (IN)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri-Ess 

SWM,  tall,  auburn  hair,  hazel  eyes.  Enjoys 
camping,  hiking,  reading,  golfing,  movies.  “I’m 
hoping  to  meet  an  understanding  and  sympa- 
thetic woman.  Also  look  forward  to  meeting  and 
sharing  girl  talk  with  ‘sisters’ . Wish  to  explore  my 
femininity  more  deeply.  Just  coming  out  and 
looking  for  mutual  support.” 

Gloria  G.  (IN-1480) 


(Yvonne  Cook  IN-1009) 

YVONNE  COOK  (IN)  (#52) 

IFGE  Director  of  Operations,  IFGE  Board 
of  Directors,  Chrmn  Finance  Committee 

Member:  Chi  Chapter,  CrossPort,  IXE, 
TGIC,  EVTC. 

Participant:  Chicago  Spring  Fling,  “Be 
All”,  “Coming  Together”. 

Friendly  and  sincere  individual  who  enjoys 
all  people  who  are  involved  in  gender  issues. 
Yvonne  C.  (IN-1009) 


(Maureen  Nicole  Amette  MI-0835) 
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TRACI  F.  (IN)  (#52) 

SWM,  34,  enjoy  shopping,  movies,  sports, 
music.  “Lifelong  TV,  just  learning  to  accept 
who  I am,  still  very  much  in  the  closet.” 

Traci  F.  (IN-1869) 

CHARUNE  D.  RIMES  (MI)  (#52) 

SWM,  5’5"  tall,  Hazel  eyes,  35  years  old. 
Participated  in  the  CGA  Spring  Fling.  Interests 
include  spray  painting,  carpentry,  work,  bowl- 
ing, and  shopping  for  clothes. 

Charline  D.  Rimes  (MI-1605) 


(Jennifer  Ann  Nelson  MI-1165) 

JENNIFER  ANN  NELSON  (MI)  (#52) 
Member:  Tri-Ess,  Crossroads 
MWMTV,  5’ 11",  165,50,  brown  hair,  blue 
eyes,  college  educated  professional.  “I  travel 
extensively.  This  is  a wonderful  opportunity  to 
meet  and  socialize  with  our  sisters.  I love  to 
dance  and  party,  enjoy  fine  dining,  theater,  and 
fashion  shopping.  I am  comfortable  in  all  situ- 
ations. I love  being  feminine  and  living  as 
Jennifer.  I also  appreciate  male  escorts  in  my 
travels.  I would  be  happy  to  correspond  and 
share  with  you.” 

Jennifer  Ann  Nelson  (MI-1165) 

BOBBI J.  (MI)  (#52) 

6’4",  225  lbs.  “I’m  making  the  transfor- 
mation to  allow  my  femme  self  to  surface.  I 
enjoy  shopping,  girl  talk,  and  travel.” 

Bobbi  J.,  P.O.  Box  2594,  Livonia,  MI 
48150 

KATHERYN  ANN  B.  (MI)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri  Ess,  Crossroads 
Participant:  Fantasia  Fair,  Coming  To- 
gether 

29,  married  to  a wonderful  spouse,  inter- 
ested in  correspondence  & meeting  those  in  W. 
MI.  Also,  sewing,  baking,  reading,  writing.  “I’m 
a giver,  who  has  been  given  much.  Believe  one 
sincere  deed  is  worth  many  good  thoughts.” 
Katheryn  B.  (MI-1277) 


Francine  A.  MI-1545) 

FRANONEA.  (MI)  (#51) 

Happily  married  crossdresser,  40,  5’ 11", 
200.  Interests:  Sailing,  downrigger  fishing, 
skiing,  VH-1,  spending  time  with  my  family  and 
of  course  dressing  up  with  particular  interest  in 
heels,  hose,  and  makeup.  “I  love  the  feminine 
feeling  crossdressing  gives  me  and  really  enjoy 
corresponding.  I will  answer  all  letters  and  will 
discuss  all  topics.  I promise  complete  discre- 
tion.” 

Francine  A.  (MI-1545) 

MARCIA  RAYE  (MI)  (#52) 

SW  TV,  31.  Interests  include  hiking,  ten- 
nis, music,  and  cooking.  Enjoy  femininity  and 
feminine  attire.  Also  enjoy  little  girls’  and  baby 


clothes.  “Have  attended  regional  weekends  and 
would  enjoy  sharing  my  experiences  with  oth- 
ers. I am  especially  interested  in  corresponding 
with  other  crossdressers  who  are  deeding  with 
telling  significant  others  and  being  content  with 
their  crossdressing.” 

Marcia  Raye  (MI-1654) 


(Catherine  L.  Andrews  OH-1 770) 


(Patricia  Johnson  OH-1225) 


PATRICIA  JOHNSON  (OH)  (#53) 

32-year-old  CD,  WM,  5’10",  175.  Love 
silk,  satin,  and  all  things  feminine. 

“Would  like  to  correspond,  swap  photos, 
and  possibly  meet  others  interested  in  TS  and 
TV.  Letters  with  photo  gets  mine  and  immediate 
response.” 

Patricia  Johnson,  Box  731,  Norwalk,  OH 
44857 


(Milesa  Phar  MI-0976) 


MILESA  PHAR  (MI)  (#52) 

Member:  Crossroads 
Married  TV.  Enjoys  photography,  good 
conversations  and  correspondence. 

“I  aim  now  outreaching  as  a guest  lecturer 
at  universities  in  Michigan.  Also  developing 
network  and  referrals  with  counselors.” 

Milesa  Phar,  P.O.  Box  196,  Garden  City, 
MI  48135 


TAMARA  JEAN  MCINTYRE  (MI)  (#52) 

“I  aim  a fun  loving,  earth  redhead  who 
loves  to  travel.  I enjoy  fast  cars  aind  auto  racing, 
meeting  amd  talking  with  other  sisters.  I would 
enjoy  hearing  from  my  sisters  around  the  coun- 
try. My  work  adlows  me  to  travel  and  I would 
enjoy  meeting  mainy  of  my  sisters.” 

Tammi McIntyre,  P.O.  Box2261,  Monroe, 
MI  48161 
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(Michelle  Matusak  OH-0854) 


(Claudia  K.  OH -1833) 


ILLINOIS 

GERI  WATERS  (IL)  (#50) 

Member:  SLGF 

6',  190  (and  losing),  brown  hair,  hazel 
eyes,  Leo,  good  natured. 

Enjoys  art,  writing,  cars,  good  friends. 
Looking  for  sisters  & friends  in  the  St.  Louis  area 
to  share  ideas  and  get-togethers.  Pass  well  in 
public  and  enjoy  going  out.  I’m  also  a columnist 
for  a national  publication. 

Geri  Waters,  5 Chambers  Blvd,  Belleville, 
IL  62221 

KAREN  ANNE  BAUMGARDNER  (IL)  (#50) 
Member:  CGS 

SWM,  5’7",  135,  35.  enjoys  second-hand 
shopping,  baseball,  travel,  reading,  writing, 
Chicago  history. 

Karen  B.  (IL-1398) 


((Karen  Michelle  R.  IL-1514) 


KAREN  MICHELLE  R.  (IL)  (#50) 

Member:  Chi  Chapter  Tri-Ess 
5’9",  150,  29,  crossdresser.  Interests:  Sci- 
ence fiction  books  and  movies,  skiing,  hockey, 
soccer,  and  being  complete.  “Being  Karen  is 
what  it’s  all  about.  If  I can  help,  please  allow  me 
to  try.  Will  write  to  all.” 

Karen  R.  (IL-1514) 


(Geri  Waters  IL-1400) 


(Karen  Anne  Baumgardner  IL-1398) 


( EveB . IL-0523) 


EVE  B.  (IL)  (#52) 

IFGE  Board  of  Directors,  Chrmn  Educa- 
tional Resources  Committee 

Member:  Chi  Chapter,  Outreach,  CGS 

Awards:  Miss  DREAM  ’77  & ’80,  FF  Miss 
Congeniality,  FF  Miss  Best  Dressed,  Miss  Fanta- 
sia Fair 

Eve  is  an  elegant  fun-loving  girl  who  ‘ex- 
ists’ 2-3  days  a week.  Enjoys  shopping,  dining 
out,  and  traveling  the  Mid-West  and  West.  Does 
many  presentations  with  Naomi  O.  (IL)  before 
professional  and  college  audiences  to  help 
‘educate’  on  our  lifestyle.  Hers  appeared  on 
television  in  Cleveland,  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
and  Minneapolis.  Eve  plays  golf  and  tennis. 

Eve  B.  (IL-0523) 


(Naomi  O.  IL-0257) 


NAOMI  O.  (IL)  (#51) 

IFGE  Board  of  Directors;  chair  Legal  and 
By-laws  Committee. 

Member:  Chi  Chapter  (President)  Cross- 
roads, Paradise,  Outreach. 
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Participant:  Fantasia  Fair,  “Be  All”. 

Awards:  Miss  Fantasia  Fair,  Miss  Congeni- 
ality 

A Chicago  area  attorney  who  loves  the 
better  things  in  life.  Am  personable  and  under- 
standing. Enjoy  travel,  photography,  food  (still 
can’t  stand  beets  or  Brussels  sprouts),  fashion 
and  jewelry  (it’s  the  gypsy  in  my  soul).  Active  in 
mid-west  crossdressing  activities;  have  ap- 
peared on  radio  and  television  in  Chicago, 
Cleveland,  Pittsburgh,  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
and  Minneapolis. 

Naomi  O.,  Box  342,  Chicago,  IL  60690 


(Gloria  Wright  IL-0613 


GLORIA  WRIGHT  (IL)  (#53) 

Member:  Tri-Ess  (VP  Chi-Chapter),  CGS 
Participant:  “Be-All”  IFGE  Conventions, 
Holiday  En  Femme 

Awards:  1st  Runner-Up  Miss  CGS  1988, 
1st  Runner-Up  Miss  Windy  City  GGA. 

Publish:  The  Crossdresser’s  Bureau  and 
Swanstonj  periodicals 

Heterosexual  TV,  36,  5’3,  passable,  fun 
loving,  hard  working.  Enjoy  singing,  dancing, 
jogging,  photography,  karate,  science,  and  writ- 
ing. I love  correspondence,  but  all  of  the  above 
stuff  has  stifled  my  response  time. 

G.  Wright,  Box  172,  Gurnee,  IL  60031 

KIMBERLY  ANDERSON  (IL)  (#52) 

5’7",  115,  It  brown  hair,  blue  eyes. 
Interests:  Baseball,  football,  dining  out 

(although  I love  to  cook),  shopping,  visiting 
historical  places,  sunbathing. 

“Am  very  tired  of  being  in  this  closet.  Need 
help  with  everything!  Would  like  to  meet  TV- 
TS’s  in  Chicago  area  who  are  active  in  the 
Community.” 

Kimberly  A.,  cjo  Keith  J.  Anderson,  1620 
S.  Oak  Park  Ave,  Berwyn,  IL  60402 


WISCONSIN  - MINNESOTA 
NO.  DAKOTA  - SO.  DAKOTA 
MONTANA 

MARTHA  M.  (WI)  (#51) 

TV,  5’6",  36,  150).  Enjoys  crossdressing, 
camping,  gardening,  classical  music,  wood- 
working. “I  have  only  recently  come  to  accept 
that  I am  a TV.  Still  pretty  much  in  the  closet. 
Have  a lot  to  learn.  If  you  can  help,  drop  me  a 
note.” 

Martha  M.  (WI-1459) 


(Linda  LeeAthie  Wl-0529) 


LINDA  LEE  ATHIE  (WI)  (#52) 

5’7",  blue  eyes,  brown  hair  or  whatever 
color  wig  I decide  to  wear,  weight  165  to  175 
lbs.,  bom  August  1949. 

Interests:  All  things  feminine  (history  of 
WW2)  (war  gaming)  and  becoming  a woman,  I 
am  a TS  and  photography.  “I  wish  to  corre- 
spond with  any  one  who  wishes  to  write  to  me, 
and  to  contact  those  to  whom  I have  written  to 
in  the  past.  I wish  correspondence  no  personal 
meetings.  I do  answer  all.” 

Linda  Lee  Athie,  Box  15784,  Milwaukee, 
WI  53215 

VANESSAS.  (MN)  (#52) 

5’ 11",  160,  brown  hair  & eyes,  working  on 
being  passable 

“I’m  a happily  married  hetero  CD  with  a 
beautiful,  loving,  and  supportive  wife.  We’re 
both  devout  Christians  and  are  interested  in 
helping  others  if  we  can.  I love  my  femininity 
and  what  it  represents. 

Vanessa  S.,  Box  11771,  St.  Paul,  MN 
55111-0771 

MARCYS.  (MN)  (#50) 

35, 6',  trim,  blue  eyes,  brown  hair,  business 
professional. 

Enjoys  needlework,  cooking,  music  and 
sports.  “I’m  very  actively  involved  in  my  busi- 
ness community  so  value  discretion  highly. 
Have  a wonderful  wife  who  is  very  supportive 
and  understanding  Will  correspond  with  any- 
one.” 

Marcy,  PO  Box  2814,  Minneapolis,  MN 
55402 


(Denise  P.  MN-1444) 


DENISE  P.  (MN)  (#50) 

MWM  TS,  5’ 11”,  200,  37,  college  degree, 
business  professional. 

“Have  made  the  decision  for  surgery,  and 
have  been  accepted  into  the  Pre-Surgery  Group 
at  the  University  of  Minnesota.  My  wife  is  trying 
to  understand,  and  I have  advised  my  employer 
who  is  willing  to  let  me  keep  my  job.  I am  looking 
for  help  from  sisters  in  support  before  and  after 
the  surgery.  I’m  just  coming  out  of  the  closet  and 
think  it  feels  great!  Will  answer  all.” 

Denise  P.,  c/o  DVP,  P.O.  Box  2667,  Min- 
neapolis, MN  55402 

JUDY  KAYE  (MN)  (#50) 

Married  closet  TV,  5’11",  240,  49,  enjoys 
travel  & photography.  Has  never  dressed  but 
have  thought  about  it  for  35  years. 

Judy  K.  (MN-1367) 

DEBRA  S.  (MN)  (#50) 

Married  hetero  TV,  32,  240,  6’2". 
Interests:  Stuffed  animal  collector,  history, 
science  fiction,  and  being  comfortable  and  natu- 
ral as  a woman. 

“I  would  like  to  meet  other  TVs  in  the  Twin 
City  area  with  a though  toward  forming  a social 
club.  I personally  believe  in  accepting  people  as 
they  are  as  long  as  they  protect  other  people’s 
security.  I look  forward  to  corresponding  and 
eventually  meeting.” 

Occupant,  P.O.  Box  6726,  St.  Paul,  MN 
55106 

REGINA  (MN)  (#53) 

41,  5’8  1/2,  142.  White,  gender-con- 
flicted, closet  TV,  3rd  yr.  law  student.  “1  love 
classical  music  and  Celtic,  English,  and  Euro- 
pean ballads  of  19th/carly  20th  century.  Also 
history,  theology,  poetry,  and  literature.  Love 
elegant,  classical  femme  attire;  need  help  with 
makeup.  Political  libertarian,  cultural  conserva- 
tive.” 

K.  Schwartz,  1166  Hewitt  Avenue  #305, 
St.  Paul,  MN  55104 

MARYN.  (ND)  (#51) 

Hetero  TV,  54, 5’8",  145,  happily  married. 
Interests:  Woodwork,  camping,  fishing, 
travel.  “Would  like  very  much  to  meet  other 
TV’s  with  understanding  wives,  who  could  help 
my  wife  to  understand.” 

Mary  N.  (ND-1740) 
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MARIE  (KS)  (#51) 

Member:  Tri  Ess 

MWMheteroTV,  masters  degree,  37,  6’1", 
165,  blue  eyes,  brown  hair.  Interests:  Guitar, 
photography,  computers,  collecting  clothes! 

‘ ‘Would  like  to  correspond  with  other  TVs . Have 
a loving  & supportive  wife  who  would  like  to 
correspond  with  other  wives.  Enjoy  getting  out 
as  girlfriends.” 

Marie  (KS-1549) 

DEBRA  ANN  (NE)  (#52) 

MWM  44,  6’2",  205  lbs.,  blonde  hair,  blue 
eyes.  Interests  include  bicycle  riding,  jazz  and 
classical  music,  railroads,  and  the  outdoors.  “I 
have  a fairly  understanding  wife.  I would  like  to 
get  more  involved  in  CD;  just  do  it  occasionally 
and  don’t  have  any  clothes  that  fit  yet.” 

Debra  Ann  (NE-1655) 


(Margaret  NE-1589) 

MARGARET  (NE)  (#52) 

5’7",  210#,  just  coming  out  other  than 
home.  Married,  4 children,  ages  24  to  9. 

Interests:  Golf,  swimming,  meeting  often 
with  our  Group.  “I  hope  to  attend  a meeting  in 
Chicago  in  Fall  if  things  work  out.  I work  for  the 
Railroad  as  a brakeman.” 

Margaret  (NE-1589) 

DEE  KAY  (NE)  (#52) 

5’9",  150,  39,  married,  hetero,  monoga- 
mous. Interests:  Politics,  world  affairs,  Sci  Fi, 
clothes. 

“I’m  fun  loving  and  a good  listener.  I 
would  like  to  correspond  with  and  meet  others  in 
the  eastern  NE,  W.  IA,  and  KC  area.  Totally 
discreet  and  others  must  be  also. 

Dee  Kay  (NE-1583) 

JUDY  ADAMS  (NE)  (#53) 

Member:  Tri  Ess,  River  City 
Participant:  ‘Be  All  ’86, ’88,  P-town  Outing 

’86. 

DWM,  5’8, 140.  Interests:  Music,  comput- 
ers, woodworking,  TV  psychology,  recruiting 
new  sisters  to  our  Midwest  group,  helping  new 
sisters,  integrating  female  self  into  male  side. 
Would  like  to  hear  from  sisters,  especially  from 


MISSOURI  - IOWA  - NEBRASKA 
KANSAS 

RANDI  D.  (MO)  (#51) 

Member:  SLGF,  Chi  Chapter 
MWM  hetero  TV,  6’6",  180,  supportive 
wife.  “I  enjoy  pictures,  and  am  trying  to  use  a 
computer.  I like  to  go  out  dressed.  Constantly 
trying  to  pass  better.” 

Randi  D.  (MO-1013) 


(Angela  Johnson  MO-1162) 

ANGELA  JOHNSON  (MO)  (#53) 

Member:  St  Louis  Gateway  Femmes 
“My  interests  are  Photography,  softball, 
bowling,  weight  training.  I would  like  to  hear 
from  all  TVs,  TSs,  crossdressers  & sympathetic 
women  to  write  and  share  experiences  and 
problems.” 

Angela  Johnson  (MO-1162) 


(Roni  C.  MO-1479) 

RON1 C.  (MO)  (#50) 

Member:  SLGF 

Married  TV,  hetero,  44, 5’11",  160.  Enjoys 
music,  photography,  going  out  with  friends, 


sewing,  writing,  sailing,  entertaining  at  home, 
and  cars.  “I  am  very  fortunate  to  have  an 
understanding  and  supportive  spouse.  Would 
like  to  build  the  St.  Louis  Gateway  Femmes  into 
a strong  support  group.  I will  try  to  answer 
anyone  that  writes.” 

Roni,  P.O.  Box  1262 


(Christina  Marie  IA-1253) 

CHRISTINA  MARIE  BOUCHIER  (IA)  (#50) 
Member:  Iowa  Artistry,  CLCC,  CGS. 
Participant:  “Be  All”,  Detroit,  1988 
5’10",  42  auburn  hair,  blue  eyes,  sepa- 
rated, accepted  as  Christina  by  3 brothers,  2 
sisters,  and  mother.  TS,  on  hormones  and 
electrolysis.  Attend  U of  M gender  clinic  and 
proceeding  toward  full-time  living  as  a woman 
within  the  year.  Love  socializing,  dancing,  writ- 
ing, and  expressing  my  pure  feminine  nature. 

Christina  Marie  Boucher,  Box  623,  Cedar 
Falls,  IA  50613  (IA-1253) 


(Karen  Casey  IA1 1 70 

KAREN  CASEY  (IA)  (#53) 

Member:  Tri-Ess,  Iowa  Artistry 
MWM,  47,  6’3",  210  lbs,  married  21  yrs, 
senior  systems  analyst. 

Interests:  Photography,  cooking,  reading, 
music  and  chess.  I hope  to  correspond  with 
some  new  interesting  sisters,  perhaps  develop 
some  lifetime  friendships. 

Karen  Casey,  P.O.  Box  7224,  Grand  Sta- 
tion, Des  Moines,  IA  50309 
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those  within  250  miles  of  Omaha.  1 love  femi- 
ninity and  want  to  learn  as  much  as  I can  about 
it. 

Judy  Adams,  Box  1305,  Belleview,  NE 
68005 


(Judy  Adams  NE-1 1 79) 


(Jane  Nance  KS-0694) 

JANE  NANCE  (KS)  (#52) 

M-F  TS,  late  50’s,  5’7",  140,  masters  degree, 
living  as  a woman  60%  of  time.  Very  supportive 
wife. 

Interests:  Spending  time  in  public  as  a 
female,  especially  with  spouse.  Also,  sym- 
phonic music,  theatre,  movies,  & dinners.  I’m 
TS,  but  committed  to  my  heterosexual  marital 
relationship.  Tend  to  be  a fairly  private  person, 
with  minimal  personal  meetings  with  others.  As 
time  permits,  willing  to  share  my  experiences 
with  others.  Dedicated  to  educating  others 


about  crossdressing. 

Ms  Jane  Nance,  P.O.  Box  67088,  Topeka, 
KS  66667-998 8 


(Beverly  W.  IA-1230 

LOUISIANA  - TEXAS 
OKLAHOMA 


(Michelle  Ryan  LA-1827) 

MICHELLE  RYAN  (LA)  (#52) 

Member:  Tri-Ess 

MWM  5’8",  155,  35  yrs  old,  college  edu- 
cated. Enjoy  all  things  feminine.  Just  out  of  the 
closet  and  really  enjoying  it.  Married  to  a very 
understanding  and  accepting  woman.  Would 
like  to  write  other  TVs  and  possibly  meet  (espe- 
cially couples). 

Michelle  Ryan,  P.O.  Box  78126,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70837 

JAYNE  MILLS  (LA)  (#53) 

Member:  Tri-Delta-Chi,  Salmacis 
Hetero  TV,  40,  living  in  New  Orleans  area. 
New  to  the  world  and  need  help  from  GGs,  TVs, 
and  TSs  learning  how  to  improve  my  transfor- 
mation. Been  dressing  for  years;  out  of  the  closet 
3 years. 

Jayne  Mills  (UV1176) 

HARRIETT  GALE  (TX)  (#50) 

Member:  Boulton  & Park 
Participant:  ‘Coming  Together  87’ 

MWM  lifelong  CD  with  Transsexual  ten- 


dencies, 5’  1 1",  66,  size  22,  wife  is  not  accepting. 
Friendly  and  understanding  of  others. 

Enjoys  dressing,  shopping,  travel  and 
dancing.  Due  to  circumstances  I have  not  been 
able  to  dress  as  often  as  I would  like;  only  when 
out  of  town  and  in  groups  of  my  sisters.  Would 
love  to  correspond  and  meet  with  other  sisters. 

Harriett  Gale,  P.O.  Box  292,  San  Antonio, 
TX  78291 


(Harriet  Gale  TX) 


(Jayne  Mills  LA-1176) 
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MARY  FRANCES  WILLIAMS  (TX)  (#51) 
Member:  Boulton  & Park 
MWM  TV,  5’ 10",  eyes  of  blue,  all  other 
figures  begin  with  4.  Married,  wife  shares  inter- 
est and  clothes.  Enjoys  attending  meetings, 
writing  editorials  and  stories,  avoiding  writing 
letters,  food  and  clothing.  Nominee  for  worst 
correspondent  of  the  year  for  the  last  four  years. 
Jacqueline  Allen  won! 

Mary  Frances  Williams,  P.O.  Box  169672, 
San  Antonio,  TX  78280-3272 


(Janice  Rupard  TX-0567) 

JANICE  HILARY  RUPARD  (TX)  (#52) 

IFGE  Board  of  Directors  (Alt) 

Member:  Boulton  & Park  (co-founder), 
Outreach 

MWM  TG,  5’9",  160,  size  18,  60  going  on 
40.  Sensitive,  with  a gentle,  caring  nature. 

Interests:  Classical  music,  playing  ‘big 

band’  and  jazz  (alto  and  bari  sax),  photography 
and  everything  feminine. 

“Since  I retired,  living  alone,  I’ve  worked 
very  hard  developing  my  femininity.  Now, 
Janice  goes  most  everywhere  and  does  every- 
thing. I shop,  work,  travel  by  air  or  by  highway 
- you  name  it.  I’m  not  the  fastest  respondent,  but 
I always  answer  all.  Your  photo  will  be  en- 
joyed.” 

Janice  Rupard,  P.O.  Box  63112, 
Wetmore,  TX  78163 

MICHELLE  H.  (TX)  (#52) 

Member:  Boulton  & Park,  Tri-Ess  (Tau 
Chi),  ETVC. 

6’2",  185,  brown  eyes  and  hair.  Enjoys 
golf,  swimming  & beaching,  travel,  shopping, 
conespondence.  Lives  in  the  Houston  TX  area 
& travels  the  state  of  Texas  regularly. 

Michelle  H.  (TX-1446) 

JO-ANN  Z.  (TX)  (#50) 

6’4",  34,  single,  started  crossdressing  at 
about  12  years  old.  Enjoys  old  movies  on  TV, 
antiques,  old  houses,  and  shooting  in  matches. 
Needs  help  incoming  out  of  closet. 

JoAnn  Z.  (TX-1369) 


(Lisa  Hart  LA-1717) 


LEE  (LA)  (#52) 

White  male,  47,  5’10",  170#,  married  to 
understanding  wife. 

Interests:  Boating,  fishing,  pool  shooting, 
playing  cards,  and  cross  dressing.  “I  love  high 
heels  and  stockings,  and  meeting  with  other 
cross-dressers  for  evenings  out  or  conespon- 
dence and  swapping  photos.” 

Lee  (LA-1618) 


USA  HART  (LA)  (#52) 

SWM  hetero  TV,  35,  slim  athletic  build. 
Successful,  attractive  male  professional. 

“Would  like  to  meet  attractive  ferneries 
who  like  men  who  enjoy  crossdressing.  I’ve 
never  been  out  eind  about  as  a female,  but  the 
idea  is  appealing.  Will  respond  promptly  to 
potential  femme  friends,  especieilly  in  the  New 
Orleeins  area. 

LisaH.  (LA-1717) 


(Lee  LA-1618) 
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MARY  LEE  (TX)  (#52) 

5’9",  160,  grey  eyes,  grey/blonde  hair,  slim 
legs,  married;  wife  accepts  me  as  I am.  Interests: 
Crossdressing,  reading,  history,  hiking.  “I  first 
cross  dressed  as  age  4.  Intermittent  episodes 
throughout  20  yr.  military  career.  I was  a closet 
dresser  until  7 months  ago.  I’m  anxious  to  help 
educate  the  public.) 

Mary  Lee,  Box 532535,  Grand  Prairie,  TX, 
75053-2535 


(Jane  Ellen  TX-1250) 


JANE  ELLEN  (TX)  (#53) 

Attendee:  Holiday  En  Femme  ’85  - ‘88 
President,  Tau  Chi  Chapter,  ’88  - ‘89 
41,  6’2",  210,  chestnut  hair,  green  eyes, 
professional.  “Jane’s  interests  include  church 
work,  duplicate  bridge,  chord  singing,  spectator 
sports,  and  pre-40’s  music.  She  is  also  an 
amateur  mineralogist,  medieval  historian,  and 
an  avid  Sherlock  Holms ian.  She  and  her  ac- 
tively supportive  wife  would  like  to  correspond 
with  other  couples. 

Jane  Ellen  (TX-1250) 

BETTE  LEE  JOHNSON  (TX)  (#52) 

IFGE  Board  of  Directors,  Chrmn  Pro- 
grams Committee 

Member:  Dallas  Chapter  Tri  Ess 
Attractive  TV,  50’s,  sensitive,  caring,  out- 
going, and  very  comfortable  in  the  joys  of  being 
a woman.  “1  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  being 
dressed  and  feeling  feminine,  and  am  told  I pass 
well.  Enjoy  parties  and  socials  with  other  TV 
ladies,  and  being  in  public  en-femme  (with  dis- 
cretion). Am  now  dedicated  to  serving  ‘our’ 
world  and  in  particular,  helping  those  who  are 
just  starting  to  come  out,  and  who  may  need 
help  and  advice.” 

Bette  J.  (TX-0543) 

TINA  MARIE  STRICKLAND  (TX)  (#52) 

Stand  a short  6’2”  tall  and  of  dominating 
proportions  being  the  age  of  33  for  the  past  3 
years.  Enjoy  amateur  radio,  bicycling,  building 
custom  show  cars  and  crossdressing. 

Tina  Marie  Strickland  (TX-1788) 


KIM  KELLY  (W.  TX)  (#52) 

Bi-TV,  5’8",  170.  Enjoys  spectator  sports, 
TVism,  travel.  Lived  in  Puerto  Rico  20  yrs.  Can 
entertain  or  travel.  Would  like  to  join  TV  group 
in  El  Paso  area.  Will  answer  all  letters  ASAP. 

C.R.  Kelly,  P.O.  Box  12113,  El  Paso,  TX 
79913 


(Nancy  Hart  TX) 


NANCY  HART  (TX)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri  Ess 

I live  alone,  and  dress  as  I wish.  Go 
shopping  dressed,  flown  dressed.  Passable  but 
not  perfect,  getting  better.  Interested  in  fashion, 
makeup,  behavior,  philosophy,  psychology, 
personal  growth,  meeting  femme  friends,  com- 
puters. Wish  to  perfect  the  image  and  expres- 
sion of  my  feminine  side.  Enjoy  talking  & 
working  with  everyone  in  the  cross-gender 
community. 

Nancy  Hart,  PO  Box  401227,  Dallas,  TX 
75240 

NANCY  COLE  (TX)  (#53) 

5’9",  165  lbs.,  35  yrs.  old  W/M 
Nancy  Cole  (TX-1795) 

TERRI  SYKES  (TX)  (#50) 

Member:  Dallas-Ft  Worth  Chapter  Tri-Ess 
MWM,  44,  5’10",  150. 

With  help  of  an  understanding  wife  and  a 
good  friend,  I am  beginning  to  enjoy  and  im- 
prove my  feminine  image.  I enjoy  attending  Tri- 
Ess  meetings  and  am  gaining  self-confidence. 
Would  like  to  hear  from  others. 

Terri  Sykes,  4156  Newton  #204,  Dallas, 
TX  75219 

MICHELLE  T.  (TX)  (#52) 

Member:  Tri-Ess 

Attendee:  Chicago  Holiday  En  Femme 
Tall  (6’3")  TV,  40,  180#.  Interests: 
clothes,  computers,  tennis,  games  of  all  kinds. 
Love  to  meet  friends  of  all  kinds  but  would 
especially  like  to  meet  an  understanding  female 
who  would  help  guide  me  to  become  a better 
“woman”. 

Michelle  T.,  Box  5933,  Ft.  Hood,  TX 
76544 


STEFANIE  (TX)  (#53) 

W/M,  5’6",  140,  brown  hair/eyes,  olive 
complexion.  “Looking  for  friends;  need  some- 
one to  have  a little  girl  talk.  Still  in  closet,  but 
wants  to  come,  need  advice  and  help.  Will 
answer  all  who  write.” 

RSM,  Box  58170,  Suite  1041,  Houston, 
TX  77258 


(Paula  J.  Johnson  OK-1620) 


PAULA  J.  JOHNSON  (OK)  (#52) 

SWM  TV,  5’8",  30s,  brown  hair,  blue  eyes. 
Interests:  Music,  computers,  photography, 
dancing,  all  things  to  do  with  crossdressing. 
“Will  correspond  and  exchange  photos  with 
everyone.  Am  currently  trying  to  establish  a TV/ 
TS  support  group  or  social  group.  Seeking  help 
and  contact  with  people  in  the  OK  area. 

P.  Johnson,  126  N.  Fulton,  Tulsa,  OK 
74115 

STEPHANIE  SMITH  (TX)  (#53) 

5’7",  blue  eyes,  brown  hair,  32, 150.  Enjoy 
chess,  skiing  (water/snow),  ham  radio,  and 
meeting  people  with  similar  situations.  “I’m  a 
genetic  male  who  has  from  earliest  memory 
been  fundamentally  female.  Plan  to  seek  SRS; 
appreciate  any  assistance  in  dealing  with  this 
issue. 

Stephanie  Smith  (TX-1870) 

FRANK  HAND  (TX)  (#52) 

SWM,  27,  5’8",  175  lbs.,  brown  hair, 
brown  eyes.  Interests  include  sports,  travelling, 
listening  to  music,  reading,  and  quiet  evenings  at 
home.  “I  am  interested  in  corresponding  and 
possibly  meeting  an  attractive  TV  or  TS.  No  age 
or  race  preference.  All  replies  answered.” 

Frank  Hand,  534  Hunt  Lane,  Apt.  1010, 
San  Antonio,  TX  78245-2314 

RENE’  (TX)  (#52) 

Member:  Tri-Ess,  GGTVC,  CIIC,  Boulton 
& Park 

“57  years  old,  married,  out  of  the  closet  for 
10  years.” 

R.  Fenner,  #100H,  10502  Telephone 
Road,  Houston,  TX  77075 

JACQUELINE  ANNE  ALLEN  (TX)  (#53) 
Member:  Boulton  & Park 
Strawberry  blonde,  5’9",  77Kg  (I  think  - 
anything  to  avoid  the  fact!),  brown  eyes.  Inter- 
ests: cars,  jazz  & classical  music,  politics,  west- 
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ems,  kids.  “When  I first  started  deeding  with 
national  organizations  I intended  to  become  a 
good  correspondent.  Result  - failure!  I would  like 
to  hear  from  you,  though.” 

Jacqueline  Anne  Allen,  Box  6948,  San 
Antonio,  TX  78209 

JOANNE  RUSSELL  (OK)  (#52) 

TS,  35,  145,  5’ 7",  black  hair,  hazel  eyes, 

shy. 

Interested  in  computers,  woodworking, 
games.  Could  pass  with  a little  help.  Would  love 
to  be  able  to  go  shopping,  dine  out,  and  any 
feminine  activity.  Have  never  met  or  talked  to  a 
TS  or  TV.  Will  answer  any  letter. 

JoAnne  R.  (OK-1550) 

PATTY  MARLANE  (OK)  (#51) 

MWM  hetero  TV,  51,  5’7",  with  desire  to 
pass  but  needs  encouragement  & help.  Enjoys 
music,  drama,  sports  & fashions,  enforced 
crossdressing.  “Would  like  to  correspond  with 
someone  with  like  interest  & would  appreciate 
source  for  material  fact  or  fiction  on  enforced 
crossdressing.” 

Patty  M.  (OK-1402) 

ELIZABETH  (OK)  (#52) 

SWM,  36, 6’11",  210,  size  20.  Interested  in 
finding  persons  for  support  and  to  share  in  the 
fun  of  becoming  a woman.  Like  to  go  out  on  the 
town  for  dinner,  dancing,  shopping,  and  just 
being  a woman  everyday.  Looking  for  women 
to  share  in  the  fun. 

Elizabeth  (OK-1830) 

SAMANTHA  W.  (TX)  (#53) 

IFGE  Board  of  Directors 
Member:  Delta  Omega 
Participant:  Dream,  Fantasia  Fair,  Be-All, 
Shangri-La,  Coming  Together 

Married  TV,  5’ 11",  Size  20,  Age  50,  Active 
in  Dallas  area  crossdressers  group.  Enjoy  my 
children  and  travelling  in  my  RV  in  addition  to 
my  crossdressing.  A sporadic  correspondent. 
Samantha  W.  (TX-0779) 


Michelle  Weller  TX-1305) 


support  for  all  you  wonderful  people  out  there, 
even  if  it’s  just  through  a letter.” 

Jean  C.  (WY-1551) 

KINNY  LEE  S.  (ID)  (#53) 

Participant:  '88  Fantasia  Fair. 

59,  6',  200,  lifelong  TV.  Interests  include 
rebuilding  planes,  cars,  etc.,  travel,  end 
crossdressing.  “I  have  been  alone  for  too  long. 
It  was  refreshing  to  talk  with  another  real  live 
TV.” 

Kinny  Lee  S.  (ID-1800) 

ARIZONA  - NEW  MEXICO 
NEVADA 


(Wendy  Danielle  Pierce  AZ-1 072) 

WENDI  DANIELLE  PIERCE  (AZ)  (#53) 

IFGE  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
Member:  A Rose  (President) 

TG7TS,  5’8",  150,  40,  living  full  time  as 
Wendi  now  end  loving  it. 

Interests:  Travel,  camping,  writing,  popu- 
lar music,  photography,  computers,  cooking, 
shopping,  public  speaking  and  exploring  beauti- 
fulArizona.  Co-founder  of ‘A  Rose’,  publisherof 
‘Alpha  Zeta  & A Rose  News’,  public  speaker  at 
university  level  on  crossdressing  and  transgen- 
der issues,  very  active  in  TV/TS  Community.  I 
welcome  correspondence  from  all  sincere  indi- 
viduals although  I cannot  promise  a quick  re- 
sponse. My  motto  is  “GO  FOR  IT’,  and  I have! 

Wendi  Danielle  P.,  c/o  A Rose,  P.O.  Box 
4351,  Scottsdale,  AZ  85261 

GEORGIA  B.  (AZ)  (#52) 

5’6",  145,  37,  brown  hair,  hazel  eyes. 
Would  like  to  correspond  with  other  TS’s  in 
Arizona  and  California. 

Georgia  B.  (AZ-1012) 


(T ommie  Frye  WY-1158) 

TOMMIE  FRYE  (WY)  (#53) 

Member:  Tri-Ess  (Delta) 

Participant:  Be-All 

Single  TV,  49,  6’0,  38B-33-39  figure. 
Enjoy  lingerie,  heels  and  hose,  particularly 
panties  and  bras.  Also  photography,  historical 
and  model  railroading,  and  military  history. 
Would  like  to  meet,  correspond,  and  exchange 
photos  world-wide.  I will  answer  all. 

Tommie  F.  (WY-1158) 

APRIL  M.  (UT)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri  Ess 

5’9",  over  weight  but  dieting,  light  brown 
hair,  blue  eyes.  Interests:  Reading,  listening  to 
music,  collecting  old  books.  “I  am  very  inexpe- 
rienced at  crossdressing.  I need  to  learn  funda- 
mentals of  makeup,  wardrobe,  hair  care,  etc. 
Any  and  all  help  or  information  will  be  appreci- 
ated.” 

April  M.  (UT-1288) 

JEANC.  (WY)  (#51) 

S GG  (single  female),  29.  Enjoys  garden- 
ing, writing,  reading,  cats.  “Would  be  willing  to 
help  crossdressers  in  whatever  way  I can. 
Strongly  feel  that  people  should  have  a right  to 
dress  and  look  the  way  they  want.  I am  not  a CD 
myself,  but  maybe  I can  offer  some  kind  of 


COLORADO  - UTAH  - WYOMING 
IDAHO 

VICKY  TREBOR  (CO)  (#52) 

MWM  Hetero,  54,  lifelong  TV.  “I  enjoy 
fashion,  make-up,  shopping,  all  things  feminine. 
I wish  to  meet  and/or  correspond  with  other  TVs 
for  support  and  development.” 

Vicky  Trebor  (CO-1401) 
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(Jennifer  AZ-1 056) 


JENNIFER  (AZ)  (#53) 

DWM,  6',  170  lbs,  44,  warm,  sharing  and 
caring. 

Interests:  Enjoys  good  food,  music,  cud- 
dling, and  dressing  to  the  max.  Good  wardrobe 
- extensive  lingerie,  heels,  wigs,  makeup,  etc. 
Would  like  to  meet  other  TVs  or  TSs. 

Jennifer  (AZ-1056) 

ROSALIND  HART  (NM)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri  Ess 

Participant:  ‘Be  All’,  WSG  P-town  Outing 
Mamed  TV,  59,  but  appear  younger.  5’6", 
155,  slightly  graying  brown  hair.  Relatively  unin- 
hibited under  proper  circumstances.  Wife’s 
acceptance  ambivalent.  Non-smoker. 

Interests:  Skills  required  to  pass  well. 
Endocrine,  psychological,  & genetic  basis  of 
transvestite  behavior.  Enjoys  computers,  sci- 
ence fiction,  shopping,  dining  out,  music  and 
good  conversation  with  like-minded  persons. 
Rosalind  H.  (NM-0768) 

JOHNS.  (NV)  (#51) 

WM  non-crossdresser,  5’10",  170,  dark 
hair,  brown  eyes,  very  versatile,  professional. 
Enjoys  aerobics,  weight-lifting,  outdoor  activi- 
ties, traveling,  nice  restaurants,  etc.  “Beautiful 
TV/TS  let  me  take  part  in  your  exciting  feminine 
world  so  that  we  both  can  enrich  our  lives. 
Please  reply  with  photo.” 

John  S.  (NV-1483) 

DONNA  STIRES  (NM)  (#52) 

Member:  Tri  Ess 

SWM,  40,  5’ 10",  150,  widow(er). 
Interests:  Avid  skier  and  ski  racer.  Hobbies 
include  scale  models,  photography,  collecting 
records. 

‘ ‘I  was  married  for  several  years  to  a strong, 


loving,  understanding  Lady.  Since  her  death  I 
have  really  felt  a need  to  reach  out  to  other  CD/ 
TV’s.  The  warmth  and  friendship  I have  re- 
ceived in  return  have  really  helped  fill  the  void 
and  fight  the  loneliness.  I am  widely  travelled, 
college  educated,  former  military  (combat  cor- 
respondent). Currently  working  as  audio/video 
producer.  ALMOST  passable  in  public.  Would 
love  to  meet  or  correspond  with  CD/TV/TS’s, 
promise  to  reply  to  all  letters.” 

Donna  Stires,  P.O.  Box  1842,  Farming- 
ton,  NM  87499  (NM-1734) 


(Donna  Stires  NM-1 734) 


CALIFORNIA 

KATHIE  E.  (CA)  (#53) 

5’11”  WM,  married,  closeted.  “I  enjoy  jazz, 
classical  music,  dressing  in  stockings  and  heels, 
looking  to  help  with  dressing  and  feminization.” 
KathieE.  (CA-1125) 


(KathieE.  CA-1125) 


/Wendy  Parker  S.  CA-0390) 


WENDY  PARKER  (CA)  (#53) 

SWM,  TV/TG,  30’s,  5’9",  145,  educated, 
whimsical,  healthy,  and  fun.  Would  like  to 
explore  role  reversed  with  G.G.  looking  for  a 
male  “wife”  for  best  of  both  worlds.  “I  would  like 
to  extend  my  circle  of  friend  and  gentle  souls 
who  are  supportive  of  “free  femme  spirits”  and 
new  lifestyles. 

Wendy  Parker,  3960  Laurel  Canyon,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  91604 

DENISE  (CA)  (#53) 

Member:  IFGE  (new) 

I have  been  a TV  all  my  life.  I enjoy 
dressing  a lot.  Am  6'  tall,  married  (wife  doesn’t 
like  it),  basically  just  a nice  guy.  I want  to 
correspond  with  and  hopefully  meet  other  TVs. 
It  would  be  nice  to  find  a place  where  I could 
dress  and  socialize  without  having  to  spend  lots 
of  money  on  motel  rooms  all  the  time. 

Denise  (CA-1808) 

CACY  L.  (CA)  (#52) 

M-F  pre-op  TS,  36,  130,  single,  advanced 
degree.  Very  passable,  will  soon  live  as  a 
woman  full-time.  Would  like  to  hear  from  and 
meet  other  TSs  who  are  marking  the  same  tran- 
sitions, such  as  combining  career  changes  and 
gender  reassignment. 

Cacy  L.  (CA-1840) 

TAMARA  VELARDE.  (CA)  (#53) 

Member:  Tri-Ess,  ETVC 
Awards:  Miss  ETVC  ‘84 
Hetero,  37,  5’7".  “I  am  interested  in  meet- 
ing other  TVs  in  the  Sam  Framcisco  area  outings 
and  correspondence.  I will  attempt  to  arnswer  aril 
correspondence.” 

Tamara  Velarde  (CA-0656) 
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(Roxie  Horowitz  CA-1656) 


ROXE  HOROWITZ  (S.  CA)  (#52) 

Member:  Tri-Ess,  PPOC 
SWM  TV,  40,  5’8",  165.  I dress  up  for  club 
meetings  and  Female  Impersonator  shows; 
have  done  stand-up  comedy  as  Roxie.  I enjoy 
the  process  of  becoming  a woman  - being  beau- 
tiful and  wearing  lovely  dresses,  skirts,  and  ear- 
rings. Interests  are  running,  scriptwriting,  stand- 
up  comedy  and  motivation. 

I would  love  to  get  together  with  other  TVs 
in  CA  - however,  if  I get  out  to  your  part  of  the 
country,  you  just  may  get  a surprise  visit.  (Who 
says  TVs  don’t  make  housecalls?)  I will  answer 
all  letters  - probably  not  immediately,  but  defi- 
nitely before  the  next  Tapestry  appears. 

Roxie  Horowitz  (CA-1636) 


(Betsy  3.  N.  CA-1104) 


BETSY  B.  (N.  CA)  (#52) 

Member:  ETVC,  NWGA,  SAGA,  Tri-Ess, 

RGA 

Awards:  DREAM  - Miss  Congeniality 
DWM  - older  TV  with  considerable  experi- 
ence. Enjoy  depicting  a well-dressed,  dignified 
older  woman  without  being  “stuffy”.  Love 
parties  and  associating  with  other  crossdressers. 
I answer  correspondence. 

Betsy  B.  (CA-1104) 


PAULETTE  BROWN  (S.  CA)  (#52) 

SWM  hetero  TV  seeks  correspondence 
with  understanding  female. 

Paulette  B.  (CA-1586) 

BOBBIE  STARR  (S.  CA)  (#53) 

Member:  CHIC 

MWM,  5’4",  128  lbs,  brown  hair,  brown 
eyes,  with  TS  tendencies.  Advanced  degree  in 
political  science  and  history;  working  on  degree 
in  spec,  education.  Interests  include  good  mu- 
sic, gourmet  cooking,  fine  wines,  shopping,  and 
sewing  (for  myself  and  other  TV  sisters). 

Bobbie  Starr,  P.O.  Box  549,  Pasadena, 
CA  91102 


(Ellen  McKinney  S.CA) 


ELLEN  MCKINNEY  (S.CA.)  (#52) 

Member:  Neutral  Comer 
Marriedwhite  male,  34,  attractive  and  very 
passable.  Interests:  Music,  sports,  reading, 
photography,  high  fashion.  “I  have  been  written 
up  in  several  major  publications.  Enjoy  going 
out  in  public  in  all  situations . Would  love  to  meet 
and  go  out  with  all  California  sisters  and  to 
correspond  with  all  who  write.  I will  attempt  to 
answer  all  correspondence  promptly,  from  my 
sisters  across  the  country  as  well.” 

Ellen  McKinnon,  Box  261326,  San  Diego, 
CA  92126 

CHARLENE  (N.  CA)  (#52) 

Member:  EVTC,  RGA 
Late  30’s,  passable  in  daytime,  size  14  in 
dresses.  Interests  include  shopping  and  gourmet 
cooking. 

Chariine  (CA-1601) 


JOYCIE  McGINN  (CA)  (#52) 

Member:  Tri-Ess,  Shangri-La 
Participant:  Shangri-La,  DREAM 
Awards:  “Miss  DREAM”  1st  runner-up, 
“Miss  Congeniality”. 

Interests:  Enjoy  photo  sessions,  sports, 
sports  cars,  classics,  shopping  with  TVs  and  TSs. 
Also  gardening,  re-decorating  apartments,  and 
auto  mechanics.  “Would  love  to  hear  from  TVs 
and  TSs,  but  must  send  photo.  Answer  all  letters 
ASAP.  Will  show  girls  around  S.  CA  area.” 
Joycie  McGinn  (CA-1073) 


(Laura  Covington  CA-0480) 


LAURA  COVINGTON  (N.  CA)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri-Ess  DBM,  hetero,  38, 
5’8",  145,  attractive,  sincere,  friendly. 

Interests:  Fashion,  photography,  movies, 
video,  music,  reading,  sports,  sport  cars,  auto 
racing.  “I  would  like  to  correspond  and  meet 
other  TVs  or  TSs  and  ladies  that  understand.  I 
enjoy  making  new  friends  throughout  the  U.S.  I 
love  sharing  with  others  the  joys  of  trying  to  look 
as  feminine  as  possible.” 

Laura  Covington,  Box  10431,  Oakland, 
CA  94610 

CHRISTY  (CA)  (53) 

5’5",  small  build,  135  lbs.,  olive  skin,  dark 
hair  & eyes,  dress  size  10/11.  39,  educated 
professional.  I enjoy  running,  bicycling,  reading, 
vacationing  (especially  in  Spanish-speaking 
countries),  and  being  a woman.  I love  small  talk 
and  styles  in  clothing  and  grooming.  “I  have  a 
very  supportive  and  understanding  wife.  My 
children  don’t  know  , but  I make  a better  mom 
than  dad  and  everyone  sees  that.  I’m  family 
oriented  and  a very  supportive,  humanistic  per- 
son.” 

Christy  (CA-1839) 
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JACIE  H.  (CA)  (#50) 

Member:  ETVC 

39,  5’9",  155,  blonde  & attractive. 
Hormones  3 years, 
electrolysis  50%  complete. 

Interests:  Finance,  stock  markets,  real 

estate,  sports  cars,  & restorations  (English),  art 
(oils  & clay),  some  sailing.  “1  would  like  to  meet 
other  pre  & post  op  TS’s  along  the  Calif.  Gold 
Coast  (Ventura  & Santa  Barbara  area)  for  infor- 
mational exchanges  & for  discrete  social  ac- 
quaintance. No  casual  crossdressers  please.” 
Jacie  H.  (CA-1103) 

DAVID  B.  (S.  CA)  (#50) 

WM  bi,  6’1"  180,  31,  attractive,  athletic. 
Seeks  pre-op  TS  for  friendship  and  dating. 

Dave  B.  Box  86490,  San  Diego,  CA  92138 


(Wendy  Reed  CA-1290) 

WENDY  REED  (N.  CA)  (#50) 

Member:  Rainbow  Gender  Alliance 
MWM  TV,  6’r,  170,  39. 

“I’m  a caring,  educated,  articulate  person, 
had  been  accepted  for  the  ‘change’,  but  living 
now  semi-closet,  married  to  accepting  wife, 
working  as  male.  Interests  include  photography, 
video,  writing,  all  music,  sci-fi,  fine  jewelry, 
sewing,  pen-pals.  I am  open  and  giving  to  all; 
TVs,  TSs,  novices,  interested  persons,  straight- 
gay-bi,  fantasies,  and  always  try  to  respond 
promptly.  I love  new  friends  and  would  love  to 
lend  support  and/or  guidance.” 

Wendy  R.  (CA-1290) 

SHARON  M.  (N.  CA)  (#51) 

SWM  mostly  hetero  TV,  27,  6',  150  or  so, 
brown  hair/eyes,  fresh  out  of  the  closet.  Dis- 
creet, intelligent,  not  bad  looking. 

Enjoys  Aikido,  peace  movement  and  other 
liberal/radical  politics,  computer  programming, 
biology,  philosophy  and  introspection,  and 
learning  to  cross-dress  passably.  “I’m  not  look- 
ing for  pen  pals.  Very  interested  in  dating  (no 
smokers  please)  My  of  the  following:  Women 


(Rachel  Ann  Carr  N.  CA-1294) 

RACHEL  ANN  CARR  (N.  CA)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri  Ess,  ETVC 
Married,  58, 5’10",  size  18,  app.  175,  neat, 
do  not  smoke  or  drink. 

Interested  in  meeting  other  TV  couples  for 
social  good  times  and  quiet  get-togethers.  I like 
reading,  travel,  television.  Am  fairly  new  to 
crossdressing  and  feel  I am  improving  in  both 
wardrobe  and  makeup  ability.  Would  appreci- 
ate any  input  relative  to  these  and  any  other 
areas  which  would  develop  my  feminine  side. 
Will  answer  all. 

Rachel  Ann  Carr,  910  Monterey  St,  Suite  1 B- 
#152,  Hollister,  CA  95023 


(Cynthia  Howard  CA-1453) 

CYNTHIA  HOWARD  (S.  CA)  (#51) 

Member:  Tri-Ess 

Hetero  TV  with  TS  tendencies.  Married, 
outgoing.  Enjoys  politics,  photography,  law, 
aesthetics.  Loves  to  dress  & go  out  & have  a 
good  time.  “I  want  to  express  myself  as  Cynthia 
fully  & completely  and  am  getting  more  involved 


(TSs  OK)  who  are  favorably  disposed  to  TVs. 
Female  TVs  who  enjoy  role  switching.  Other 
TVs  with  only  one  of  us  cross-dressed  at  a time. 
Sharon  M.  (CA-1472) 


(T erri  Cannon  S.CA  1293) 

TERRI  CANNON  (S.  CA)  (#50) 

MWM,  5’ 11",  40’s,  well  educated,  sensi- 
tive, discreet,  stable.  Good  sense  of  humor. 

Interests:  Cooking,  fine  arts,  photography 
(have  taught  classes),  ‘New  Age’  philosophy, 
psychology,  film,  tennis,  golf.  “Due  to  family,  I 
do  not  dress  at  home,  but  do  have  secure  place 
to  dress  occasionally.  Enjoy  being  supportive 
friend  to  other  TVs/TSs.  Appreciate  a natural 
look,  warmth,  honesty,  humor.  Long  term 
friendships  possible.  All  replies  answered!” 
Terri  C.  (CA-1293) 


(EspeL.  S.  CA-1299) 

ESPE  L (S.  CA)  (#50) 

Likes  going  out  to  local  pubs  dressed,  at- 
tending TV  parties,  and  balls.  Interested  in  fash- 
ion, makeup,  chit-chat,  tennis,  fishing,  music, 
jazz,  carpentry.  Has  full  support  of  spouse,  and 
has  been  looking  for  a lot  of  new  friends  that 
share  the  same  interests. 

Espe  L.  (CA-1299) 
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in  our  Community.  Interested  in  correspon- 
dence & meeting  TSs,  TVs,  & couples.  We  can 
help  each  other.” 

Cynthia  H.  (CA  - 1453) 

SHARON  L.  MORGAN  (N.  CA)  (#50) 

Have  been  a TV  most  of  my  life.  Am  not  a 
school  gid  by  any  stretch  of  imagination,  but 
after  all,  TVism  has  no  age.  Interested  in  corsets, 
19th  century  vintage.  Would  love  to  hear  from 
and  correspond  with  others  that  like  to  wear 
corsets.  Any  and  all  letters  will  be  faithfully 
answered. 

Occupant,  PO  Box  623,  Yountville,  CA 
94599 


MARCIA  M.  (S.  CA)  (#51) 

5’8",  145,  light  complexion,  nice  figure. 
Enjoys  soft  silky  female  attire,  especially 
slips,  panties  and  nylons,  polaroid  and  video 
photography.  “Would  like  to  exchange  experi- 
ences and  fantasies  via  correspondence  with 
literate  and  imaginative  TVs.  Also  desire  to 
exchange  high  quality  self-made  photos  and 
cassettes.” 

Marcia  M.  (CA-1454) 

NANCY  WILSON  (S.  CA)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri  Ess,  Neutral  Comer,  ETVC 
5’9",  150,  44,  dark  hair  & eyes.  Enjoys  art, 
music,  psychology,  and  furthering  understand- 
ing and  acceptance  of  CDs.  Publish  Neutral 
Comer  newsletter. 

Nancy  W.  (CA-1374) 

MARILYN  V.  (S.  CA)  (#50) 

Member:  ETVC 

MWM  CD,  5’ 11",  215,  brown  hair,  brown 
eyes,  businessman,  moral,  honest,  non-judg- 
mental,  and  friendly.  Enjoys  music,  golf,  flying, 
crossdressing,  and  theology.  “I  am  married  with 
a family,  and  am  just  starting  to  let  Marilyn 
emerge,  but  still  much  fear  & reservation  about 
being  recognized.” 

Marilyn  V.,  P.O.  Box  3286,  Bakersfield, 
CA  93385 

ALLISON  O’BRIEN  (N.  CA)  (#51) 

SWM  TS,  51,  well  educated,  sensitive, 
discreet,  stable,  and  living  as  a woman  full  time. 
Interested  in  correspondence  and  helping  oth- 
ers. “Finally  made  it  working  and  living  full  time 
as  a woman  and  I love  it!  The  future  looks  bright. 
Am  willing  to  help  all  and  answer  aril  promptly. 
Love  to  hear  from  you.” 

Allison  O’Brien,  P.O.  Box  6517,  Aurbum, 
CA  95604 

STEPHANIE  BERTRAND  (S.  CA)  (#51) 

SW  TS-oriented  hetero,  35,  5’ 11",  150, 
pretty.  Enjoys  music,  writing,  worid  issues,  and 
much  more.  “I’m  just  now  talking  the  first  steps. 
Would  love  to  correspond  and/or  meet  with  any 
TV-TS  (especially  pre  or  post-op  TS)  who  cam 
help  with  questions  or  just  share  experiences.” 
Stephanie  Bertrand,  P.O.  Box  46868,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90046 

BARBARA  CHAPMAN  (N.  CA)  (#51) 

Pre-op  M-F  TS,  5’9”,  160,  slight  handicap 
(one  arm).  Enjoys  leatherwork,  thrift  stores,  flea 
markets,  and  swap  meets.  Would  like  to  corre- 
spond with  other  TSs  and  others  for  friendship. 
Barbara  C.  (CA-1560) 


(Donna  Lynn  Freeman  CA-1664) 

DONNA  LYNN  FREEMAN  (CA)  (#52) 
Member:  Tri-Ess,  ETVC 
Participant:  Holiday  En  Femme  ’87,  Pa- 
jaro  Dunes 

MWM  hetero  TV,  46,  5’9",  160,  size  16,  enjoys 
good  food,  good  friends,  good  conversation, 
computers,  shopping,  and  all  things  feminine. 
“Lifelong  CD  recently  out  of  the  closet  and 
enjoying  every  minute.  Blessed  with  under- 
standing and  supportive  wife.  Usually  passable 
and  working  to  get  better.  Am  interested  in 
meeting  other  TVs  for  shopping  and  other  excur- 
sions. Will  answer  all.” 

Donna  Lynn  Freeman  (CA-1664) 


P1ERANNA  DI  MARTINI  (S.  CA)  (#52) 

Hetero  crossdresser,  25,  5’ 4",  115,  non- 
smoker,  non-drinker,  independent  filmmaker. 
“My  interests  run  toward  the  artistic-  filmmak- 
ing, writing,  acting,  drawing.  I would  like  to 
correspond  with  TVs  and  understanding  GGs 
from  all  over,  especially  those  in  Southern  Cali- 
fornia area.” 

Pieranna  DiMartini  (CA-1645) 


(Tara  Tenille  CA-0752) 


TARA  TENILLE  (N.  CA)  (#52) 

Member:  ETVC,  Society  of  Janus  (co- 
ordinator of  Sacramento  group) 

Outgoing,  fun-loving,  demanding,  very 
passable  pre-TG,  who  enjoys  the  finer  aspects  of 
my  femininity  and  life.  Do  you  enjoy  fine  wine, 
good  conversation,  sightseeing,  travel,  four  star 
restaurants,  dancing,  lazy  afternoons  by  the 
water,  and  sincere  friends?  Then  let’s  meet. 
Also  enjoy  meeting  gentleman  with  class  who 
would  like  to  act  as  my  escort  for  the  above 
activities. 

Love  to  travel  and  often  visit  NYC,  Boston, 
LA,  Chicago,  SF,  Seattle,  and  more.  Sorry,  but 
time  limits  correspondence.  Would  like  to  only 
hear  from  those  who  would  ultimately  be  avail- 
able to  meet.  Will  reply  to  all  who  include  a 
quality  letter,  photo,  and  SASE. 

Tara  Tenille,  P.O.  Box  13033,  Sacra- 
mento, CA  95813-3033 


JESSICA  LOUISE  SALAZAR  (CA)  (#51) 

TS,  mid-50s,  5’6",  140,  brownish  black 
hair,  brown  eyes.  Have  just  begun  the  TS 
process.  Am  seeking  other  TSs  for  companion- 
ship and  mutual  support.  I enjoy  most  ladylike 
activities.  Will  respond  to  all. 

J.L.  Salazar,  6041-8  Fountain  Park  Lane, 
Woodland  Hills,  CA  91367  (CA-1758) 


(Pieranna  Di  Martini  CA-1645) 
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(Karen  K CA-0322) 

KAREN  K.  (CA)  (#52) 

Member:  Tri  Ess,  NWGA,  Neutral  Comer 
SWM  hetero  TV,  45,  5’9",  182.  Pleasant 
personality  who  enjoys  meeting  and  writing 
other  sisters.  I dress  en  femme  about  every  day, 
and  I go  out  dressed  as  often  as  possible.  I’m 
comfortable  dressed  in  public,  and  I pass  well.  I 
have  gone  to  restaurants,  the  theater,  etc. 
dressed,  and  I will  continue  in  the  future  because 
I enjoy  expressing  my  feminine  personality.  My 
interests  are  photography,  camping  & hiking,  all 
sports,  music,  reading,  theater,  and  dressing.  I 
also  travel  a great  deal;  and  so  I am  able  to  meet 
a lot  of  sisters  around  the  country. 

Karen  K.  (CA-0322) 


(Allison  D.  (A-17 55) 


ALISON  DANIELS  (CA)  (#51) 

CD,  just  starting  out  after  decades  of 
dreaming.  5’11",  170,  37,  enjoy  music,  con- 
sciousness, science  fiction,  computers.  Looking 
for  correspondents  (TV,  TS,  GG)  leading  to 
meetings  and  going  out  adventures;  need  en- 
couragement, assistance,  and  friendship.  Still 
very  shy.  Pasadena  area. 

Alison  Daniels  (CA-1755) 


(Elizabeth  J.  CA-1030) 
ELIZABETH  N.  JOHNSON  (S.  CA)  (#52) 
Pre-op  M-F  TS,  30,  6',  friendly  but  shy. 
Television  engineer.  Passable  with  voice,  man- 
nerisms & body  frame,  but  in  need  of  makeup  & 
hair  styling  tips. 

Interests:  Fanatic  in  fashion  sales,  indoor 
plants,  sing  opera  (use  my  own  soprano  female 
voice),  computers,  bicycles. 

“Would  like  to  start  a friendship  with  TV s, 
TS’s  and  others  who  are  warm,  friendly  and 
sincere.  Write,  call,  send  video  tape  (any  for- 
mat), or  audio  cassette.” 

Elizabeth  J.  (CA-1030) 

FLO  JAMES  (S.  CA)(#52) 

6’ 4",  230,  hetero,  43,  married,  educated 
professional,  closeted,  discreet.  Enjoys  photog- 
raphy, psychology,  scuba  diving,  travel.  Would 
like  to  meet  similar  individual  going  through 
mid-life  crisis,  for  friendship  & fun. 

Flo  J.  (CA-1045) 

TAMARA  K.  (N.  CA)  (#52) 

Member:  Tri  Ess,  ETVC 
Awards:  Miss  ETVC  ’84  & ‘86 
TV,  5’7”,  135,  enjoys  going  out,  dancing, 
dining. 

Tamara  K.  (CA-0656) 

ANGELIQUE  BARBY  (S.  CA)  (#52) 

M-F  TS  (not  on  hormones),  single,  very 
woman  oriented,  5’ 11",  160,  41,  brown  hair, 
blue  eyes. 

Interests:  Paleontology  (esp  dinosaurs), 
inflatable  boating,  playing  with  children,  cud- 
dling, animals,  & helping  people. 

“I’m  very  spiritual  & am  strongly  involved 
with  the  Unity  Church  and  very  much  uphold 
their  philosophy.  I am  also  a very  good  & 
committed  letter  correspondent.” 

Angelique  G.  Brummell,  1001  Ballard 
Ave,  Apt  1,  Carpinteria,  CA  93013 


(Angelique  B.  CA-0578) 


(Ann  B.  CA-1590) 

ANN  BLACKWOOD  (S.  CA)  (#52) 

Eurasian  hetero  made,  34, 6',  BA  Dramatic 
Arts,  passable  (to  my  surprise). 

Interests:  Worid  politics,  science  and  sci-fi, 
technology,  physical  psychology,  writing,  film 
and  theatre,  design,  woodworking,  sewing, 
music  (baroque,  classical,  gospel,  C&W,  R&B). 

“Have  word  processor  and  will  write  (and 
write,  and  write).  Can  talk  a blue  streak,  but  at 
times,  like  trying  to  fill  out  this  personal  listing,  I 
don’t  know  what  to  say.” 

Anne  Blackwood,  P.O.  Box  1251,  Beverly 
Hills,  CA  90213-1251 

JULIA  K.  (S.  CA)  (#52) 

M-F  GD,  43,  5’8",  175,  Swedish/German. 
Jodo  Shinshu  Buddhist,  in  a great  relationship 
with  understanding  woman.  In  extremely  mas- 
culine & hostile  public  service  profession.  In- 
volved in  intensive  neo-Reichian  (Radix)  ther- 
apy, electrolysis  and  living.  2 adult  children. 

Interests:  Personal  relationships,  clothing/ 
jewelry/makeup,  people,  world  travel,  music, 
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the  fine  arts,  home  remodeling,  world  peace, 
humanistic  psychology,  personal  & spiritual 
growth,  natural  psychedelics  & post  modem 
shamanism... 

“I  plan  to  travel  & live  in  China  & Japan  in 
the  near  future.  I also  need  to  contact  M-F  TS’s 
(women)  to  help  me  with  my  decision  making 
process  regarding  surgery  or  not.” 

Julia  K.  (CA-1685) 

SARAH  THOMSEN  (N.  CA)  (#52) 

Member:  RGA 

WM,  27,  blonde,  blue  eyes.  Looking  for 
TV-TS  contacts  for  all  types,  looking  to  further 
understand  myself.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
open  minded  women.  Enjoy  dressing  as  a 
young  girl. 

Sarah  T.  (CA-1727) 

JESSICA  MERTEN  (CA)  (#53) 

Member:  Neutral  Comer 
Pre-op  TS,  live  & work  full-time  as  female. 
Others  say  I’m  very  pretty  and  passable.  Will 
correspond  with  like  individuals. 

Jessica  Merten,  Box  9475,  Palm  Springs, 
CA  92263 

SUSAN  E.  DAGGETT  (CA)  (#52) 

Member:  Tri-Ess,  Pansocial  Center,  An- 
drogyny 

6',  brown  hair,  beautiful  hazel  eyes,  43 
years  young.  “My  life-long  transsexual  “battle” 
is  finally  turning  and  becoming  open  and  peace- 
ful. I enjoy  personal  computing,  hiking,  scuba 
diving,  and  being  feminine! 

Susan  Daggett  (CA-1822) 


(AndiK.  CA-0656) 


WASHINGTON  - OREGON 
-HAWAII-  ALASKA 

CHRISTINE  JOHNSON  (WA)  (#50) 

Member:  Crossroads 
Participant:  Fantasia  Fair 
SWM,  5’10",  25.  Enjoys  travel,  bicycling, 
skiing,  camping,  history,  quiet  walks  in  the 
woods.  “I  am  an  open  and  friendly  person.  I 
have  learned  to  enjoy  the  feminine  part  of  me 
and  wish  to  develop  it  as  much  as  possible.  I will 
be  moving  to  Seattle,  and  would  like  to  have 
friends  when  I get  there.” 

Christine  Johnson,  Box  33512,  Seattle, 
WA  98133-0512 

KAY  L (WA)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri  Ess,  Emerald  City 
Interests:  Theology,  cats,  the  Wizard  of  Oz, 
Halloween,  pondering  theology/sexuality  ques- 
tions. “A  very  supportive  spouse  Kay  doesn’t 
go  out  often,  but  would  like  to  discuss  TV/TS 
questions  & issues  with  others.  A slow  but 
reliable  correspondent.” 

KayL.  (WA-98119) 

SALLY  RAY  (WA)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri  Ess,  Emerald  City 
MWM  TV,  hetero,  5’8",  160,  32. 

Interests:  Travel,  photography,  garage 
sales,  and  “hunting  as  Diana”  -shopping  the 
malls  in  high  heels  and  skirt.  “Seeking  someone 


(Marlene  CA-1036) 

MARLENE  (CA)  (#53) 

Participant:  Holiday  En  Femme  ‘87 
Awards:  Tri-Ess  Distinguished  Service 
Award  ‘87 

55,5’11, 150.  Professional;  divorced,  “but 
cohabiting  with  an  understanding  lady.  I dress 
en  femme  most  of  the  time  when  home.  I work 
frequently  in  the  Tri-Ess  National  Office.  I enjoy 
bicycling  and  tennis.” 

Marlene  (CA-1036) 


RACHEL  (CA)  (#52) 

Professional,  married,  49.  “I’ve  been  TV 
since  age  5,  never  really  came  to  grips  with  it 
(always  thought  I could  whip  it)  until  recently  - 
now  I know  who  I am  and  how  much  a part  of 


like  myself  in  the  SE  WA  area,  who  passes  easily, 
to  “just  be  girls”  with  and  to  experience  those 
things  feminine.” 

Sally  R.  (WA-1292) 


( NoraY . AK-1425) 

NORA  JEAN  YORK  (AK)  (#51) 

Fun  and  friendly,  but  private  type  person. 
Strong  emotional  feelings  and  deep  desires. 
Enjoys  art,  cooking,  gardening.  Has  own  com- 
puter & TV  magazine  collection.  Would  like  to 
share  my  feelings  and  desires.  Possible  meeting. 

Nora  York,  P.O.  Box  230084,  Anchorage, 
AK  99523 


(Sally  R.  WA-1292) 


SARAH  SHIPMAN  (WA)  (#50) 

Very  private  person,  not  much  to  look  at. 
Enjoy  being  left  alone.  Interested  in  running, 
skiing,  reading.  Need  advice  and  or  help  to 
improve  bustline. 

Sarah  S.  (WA-1297) 


me  the  “other”  is. 

Rachel  (CA-1811) 
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JACKIE  M.  (WA)  (#50) 

DWM,  42,  5’8",  170.  enjoys  philosophy, 
science,  Movies  as  art,  theater,  all  music,  sports. 
“Forced  CD  as  teenager.  Just  getting  started 
again,  and  not  sure  where  I’m  headed.  Want  to 
correspond  with  beginners  and  all  who  delight  in 
wearing  lingerie,  and  strutting  their  stuff.  Will 
answer  all. 

Jackie  M.  (WA-1448) 

JAMIE  LYNN  (WA)  (#50) 

Bi  feminine,  passable  TV. . Enjoys  sailing, 
shopping,  cooking,  fine  wines,  & skiing.  “I 
enjoy  every  aspect  of  my  femininity  and  enjoy 
correspondence  with  other  TV/TSs  near  or  far.” 
J.L.  Lease,  P.O.  Box  568,  Clallam  Bay, 
WA  98326 

CHERYL  C.  (WA)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri  Ess 

Married  TV,  5’4",  42,  married  to  a slightly 
supportive  wife.  Enjoys  golf,  collecting  old  his- 
tory books,  sports,  video  games,  bowling,  music 
and  fashion  of  the  40’s.  “I  am  retired  military 
(drill  sgt)  and  am  interested  in  dressing  often  and 
would  like  to  correspond  with  others.  I would 
like  to  hear  about  your  first  time  out  experiences 
and  how  I can  learn  from  them.  I will  answer  all 
letters  promptly.  Being  fairly  new  I have  no 
pictures,  but  would  appreciate  receiving  one. 

Cheryl  C.,  117  Telegraph  Rd,  #440, 
Bellingham,  WA  98226 


(Sandy  S.  WA-1022 ) 


SANDY  S.  (WA)  (#52) 

Hetero  WM,  5’  1 1".  Enjoys  the  total  femi- 
nine look  - heels,  stockings,  dresses.  Also  enjoys 
get  together’s  and  going  out.  Would  like  to  meet 
others  for  going  out  and  blending  with  others. 

Sandy  S.  (WA-1022) 

PRISCILLA  LAVISH  (OR)  (#52) 

Member:  NWGA 

5’ 10",  155,  blue  eyes,  playful,  a little  flirty, 
attractive,  a little  flashy. 

Enjoys  jazz,  dinners  out,  process  oriented 
(client  centered)  psychology,  personal  growth, 
integration  of  self.  Wants  to  move  towards 
performing.  Needs  to  study  dance  & movement 
more. 

Priscilla  Lavish,  P.O.  Box  23021,  Eugene, 
OR  97402-0424 


(Stacy  C.  OR-1806) 


STACY  CLEMENT  (OR)  (#52) 

MWM,  35,  6',  190,  out  of  the  closet  TV! 
Passable,  professional  photographer. 
Correspondence  and  outings  desired  with  other 
TV/TS’s,  couples.  Love  shopping/sightseeing 
“en  femme”,  camping,  fishing,  and  touring  the 
great  NW!  Also  enjoy  photography,  new  age 
thought,  )azz  music,  and  intelligent  conversa- 
tion. Please  write  soon;  I’ll  respond. 

Stacy  Clement,  924  SW  16th  AVE.  #403, 
Portland,  OR  97205 


Jennifers.  WA-1730) 


JENNIFER  SHALOAM  (WA)  (#52) 

Member:  Salmacis 
Pre-op  TS,  5’10",  160,  33,  student. 
Interests:  Working  in  media  for  gender 

spectrum  issues.  Taking  steps  and  serving  our 
sisterhood.  I am  a feminist  TS  who  believes  it’s 
time  for  the  graduates  to  take  over  the  care- 
taker’s roles,  rendering  service  to  self,  our  sub- 
culture, and  humanity. 

Ms  Jennifer  Shaloam,  Suite  261,  11721 
Meridian  E.,  Puyallup,  WA  98373 


(Mary  G.  WA-1826) 


MARY  GIBBONS  (WA)  (#52) 

Member:  Emerald  City,  NWGA 
Participant:  Tri-Ess  Holidays,  Fantasia 
Fair  ‘88 

6’0",  160,  happily  married,  daughter  in 
college. 

Enjoy  plays,  concerts,  and  cultural  events, 
reading,  music  of  all  kinds.  Am  learning  about 
synthesizers.  NOT  interested  in  hunting,  foot- 
ball, rebuilding  old  cars,  or  (for  that  matter) 
knitting.  “I  am  interested  in  presenting  myself  as 
a complete  woman;  not  particularly  in  one  as- 
pect over  another.  Since  coming  out  five  years 
ago,  I have  done  far  more  them  I ever  dreeimed 
possible  in  my  fantasies.” 

Mary  Gibbons,  Box  1151,  Mercer  Island, 
WA  98040 

JUDY  OSBORNE  (WA)  (#52) 

Participant:  Fantasia  Fair  1987;  Seattle 
and  Portland  meetings. 

5’  11,  155,  mostly  closeted  for  now.  “Pre- 
viously troubled  daughter  now  living  back  at 
home  and  doing  well  at  last.  I miss  the  sisters  a 
lot  and  look  forward  to  rejoining  their  com- 
pany." 

Judy  Osborne,  Box  19394,  Seattle,  WA  98109 

ELLEN  (OR)  (#53) 

Member:  NWGA,  ETVC,  Emerald  City 
IFGE  Board  of  Directors,  chair  IFGE 
Nominations  Committee. 

Awards:  “DREAM”  Grand  Dame  ‘83 
Interests:  Travel  and  big  band  era  music  - 
have  large  collection  of  ‘40's,  ‘50’s,  and  ‘60’s 
recordings. 

Late  50’s,  married  with  three  children,  all 
know  of  Ellen  and  understand.  “I  will  answer  all 
letters  addressed  to  me  or  to  NWGA”. 

Ellen  S.,  c/o  NWGA,  Box  4298,  Portland, 
OR  92708-4928 
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( Ellen  S.  OR-0382) 


CANADA 


( Sabrena  S.  CAN-1426) 


SABRENA  ANN  SMITH  (NS  CAN)  (#50) 
Member:  Canada  TV/TS  Contact  Club, 

TAM 

MWM  TV,  6',  168.  Enjoys  writing,  para- 
psychology, dressing,  sailing,  skiing,  and  travel- 
ing. “I’m  interested  in  correspondence  with 
other  TV/TSs.  Can  travel  and  will  answer  all 
letters  with  photo.” 

Sabrina  Ann  Smith  (CAN-1426) 


PATRICIA  ALDRIDGE  (ON  CAN)  (#52) 
Interests:  TVs,  TSs,  and  their  friends. 

“We  have  a lovely  club  in  Toronto  - why 
not  call  and  visit  us  when  you’re  visiting 
Toronto?  Parties  the  first  Saturday  of  every 
month.” 

Patricia  Aldridge,  1002  Woodbine  Road, 
Toronto,  Ontario  M4C  40  Canada 


(Micheline  J.  CAN-0560) 


MICHEUNE  JOHNSON  (ON  CAN)  (#52) 
Member:  FACT-Ottawa 
Gentle,  sensitive,  affection-starved 
woman  (white  pre-op  M-F  TS,  bom  1930’s, 
hormones  since  1979)  seeking  romantic  rela- 
tionship with  caring  man,  correspondence  or  in 
person,  preferably  in  eastern  Canada  or  north- 
eastern U.S.  I would  be  attracted  to  non-smok- 
ing, intellectually  inclined,  articulate  special 
person  interested  in  the  arts,  travel,  romance, 
dancing,  hugging,  dinners  by  candle-light.  Write 
with  photo,  phone  number  to: 

Micheline  Johnson,  P.O.  Box  9155,  Ot- 
tawa, Ontario,  Canada  K1G  3T9 

PAT  MARTIN  (ON  CAN)  (#51) 

Participant:  Guest  of  “Transformation” 
Hotel,  UK. 

MWM  hetero  TV,  58,  5T1",  175.  Enjoy 
ballroom  dancing,  sailing,  bridge,  cooking,  bal- 
let, opera,  symphony,  and  D1Y.  Wife  does  not 
approve  but  frequent  travel  provides  welcome 
opportunities  as  a conservative  cross-dresser. 
Hope  to  get  out  of  the  closet  someday. 

Pat  Martin  (CAN-1762) 

CAROLYN  ALEXANDER  (ON  CAN)  (#53) 
I’m  a 40-something  attractive  and  sophis- 
ticated bi  WMM  CD,  well  and  truly  educated  with 
a sensuous,  caring  attitude.  I pass  easily  and 
love  to  be  totally  feminine.  Looking  for  intimate 
friendship  with  readers  having  similar  interests 
who  wish  to  meet  or  correspond. 

Carolyn  Alexander,  Box  7115,  Vanier  PO, 
Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada  K1L  8E3 

LINDA  JENSEN  (ON  CAN)  (#52) 

Now  single,  early  40’s,  tall,  medium  build, 
travel  a fair  bit,  enjoy  sports,  video,  photogra- 
phy, and  cross-dressing.  Will  be  free  to  travel 
from  summer  ’89  to  summer  ’90.  Would  like  to 
meet  other  TVs  and  share  experiences. 


Linda  Jensen,  Box  15855,  Stn.  F,  Ottawa, 
Ontario,  Canada  K2C-3S7 


(Linda  J.  CAN-0422) 

OLIVIA  (“O”)  JENSEN  (QUE  CAN)  (#50) 
Member:  Tiffany  Qub 
“O”  is  now  ‘out  and  proud’.  “O”  loves 
shopping  en  femme  and  participating  in  ordi- 
nary social  functions  with  her  straight  friends. 
Would  very  much  like  to  find  a broad  circle  of 
TV/TS/CD  friends  in  Eastern  Canada  and  New 
England.  She  would  like  to  form  an  active 
Montreal  Sorority. 

Olivia  J.  (CAN-1409) 

MICHELLE  D.  (QUE  CAN)  (#50) 

WM,  interested  in  high  heels,  corsetry, 
B&D.  Would  like  to  meet  others  with  same 
likings. 

Michelle  D.  (CAN-1375) 

YVETTE  DUCHARME  (QUE  CAN)  (#52) 
Member:  Tri-Ess. 

Divorced,  white,  made,  hetero  TV,  47, 
5T1”,  195  lbs.  Pleasaint  personadity.  University 
formation.  Hais  travelled  in  mainy  countries. 
Enjoys  everything  feminine. 

Interests:  Camping,  shooting,  mechainicad 
things,  dressing,  travelling,  meeting  with  sisters 
TV/TS,  corresponding,  going  out  while  dressed. 
“I  am  very  interested  in  makeup  and  looking 
feminine.  My  personadity  type  is  around  40, 
classicad  look,  (lady  lawyer  type)  very  relaixed, 
open  to  discussions.  I am  working  hard  to 
become  more  feminine  through  weight  loss, 
electrolysis,  (hormones?),  etc.  I came  out  only 
two  years  ago,  have  been  dressing  since  age  12. 
I now  live  adone.” 

Yvette  D.  (CAN-1632) 

ALLISON  JENNIFER  BRENT  ( AL  CAN)  ( #52) 
Member:  Tri-Ess 

Hetero  CD,  175, 62.  Married  to  a wonderful  gal 
who  is  aware  of  CD  interests  but  prefers  to 
remain  uninvolved.  Interests  include  music  of 
the  big  baind  era,  canoeing,  wadking,  reading  and 
writing  to  sisters.  “But  more  than  anything  else, 
I enjoy  being  Allison!  I have  never  ventured  forth 
en  femme,  but  arm  looking  forward  to  doing  so.” 
Allison  J.  Brent  (CAN -1656) 
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(Mary  Lou  H.  CAN-0440) 

MARY  LOU  H.  (AL  CAN)  (#50) 

Member:  Tri  Ess,  ETVC,  NWGA 
Participant:  Fantasia  Fair,  Poconos  W/E, 
Tri  Ess  Holiday,  Shangri  La,  ‘Be  All’ 

SWM  hetero  TV,  retired,  5’8",  size  12, 
musician,  loves  concerts,  drama,  nature,  muse- 
ums, traveling.  Stylish  dresser  with  fine  ward- 
robe. Will  meet  hetero  TVs  and  understanding 
girls/ladies.  I love  correspondence  and  ex- 
change of  pictures.  Will  answer  all. 

Mary  Lou  H.  (CAN-0440) 

SARAH  GEDDIS  (AL  CAN)  (#53) 

Hetero  TV,  36,  married  to  an  understand- 
ing and  terrific  lady. 

Interests:  photography,  camping,  comput- 
ers, people.  Member  Tri-Ess.  Severed  of  us  have 
formed  a club  for  hetero  CDs  in  Cedgary , Alberta. 
Anyone  interested  contact: 

Phi  Sigma,  Box  2546,  Medicine  Hat,  Al- 
berta, Canada  T1A  8G8. 


LOUISE  M.  (BC  CAN)  (#53) 

Member:  Tri-Ess 

SWM,  TV,  135,  well-educated,  attractive 
eind  neat,  very  fit  60-ish.  Enjoy  downhill  and 
cross-country  skiing,  cycling,  golf,  music  (sym- 
phonic to  “soul”),  theatre,  good  books,  every- 
thing feminine,  and  making  the  most  of  each 
passing  day.  I enjoy  corresponding  with  my 
sisters  and  am  a conscientious  correspondent.  I 
dress  very  frequently  at  home  and  love  going  out 
as  my  other  self.  1 feel  relaxed  and  confident  as 
a woman.  I will  be  making  every  effort  to  attend 
as  many  functions  as  possible  to  meet  my  sisters 
and  share  our  femininity. 

Louise  M.  (CAN-1787) 

JULIE  FASHIONS  (BC-CAN)  (#51) 

5’9",  164, 42,  blue  eyes,  trim  figure.  Works 
publicly  as  professional  male,  lives  privately  as 
affectionate  female  Loves  clothes,  conversa- 
tion, candies  and  cuddles.  Cherishes  relation- 
ships with  committed  TVs  and  TSs.  A warm 
welcome  to  all  femmes.  Write  soon:  friendships 
foster  femininity. 

Julie  Fashions  (CAN -1665) 


GREAT  BRITAIN 

GINAS.  (ENGLAND)  (#50) 

Member:  TV-TS  Support  (London),  Phoe- 
nix Society  (RSA) 

“I’m  a young  (30’s)  TV,  enjoying  life  after 
divorce.  I enjoy  sports  such  as  cycling,  squash, 
golf,  bridge,  and  especially  feminine  hobbies. 
Would  like  to  establish  friends  as  pen-pals.” 
Gina  S.  (GB-1295) 

ASIA 

ROSEMARY  MARYON  U\NGTON  (HK) 
(#51) 

Member:  Beaumont  Society 
MWM,  5’8,  56,  lifelong  TV.  Enjoy  travel, 
dress  alterations  and  sewing,  corresponding  and 
meeting  with  TVs  in  Hong  Kong  and  elsewhere. 


“I  am  a totally  dedicated  TV  and  love  it.  I cam 
and  do  pass  easily.  My  wife  and  grown-up 
children  know  and  accept  Rosemary.  1 love 
going  out  en  femme,  having  my  own  hair  set, 
and  (since  I no  longer  have  facial  hair)  going  to 
beauty  salons.” 

“I  enjoy  role  playing  and  aim  fascinated  by 
Victorian  clothing,  though  I have  had  little  expe- 
rience. I have  an  extensive  normal  wardrobe  as 
well  as  maid,  little  girl,  maternity,  and  Japanese 
outfits.” 

‘ T would  like  to  correspond  with  and  possi- 
bly meet  TVs  everywhere  as  I do  travel  all  over 
the  world,  usually  without  notice.” 

Rosemary  Langton,  G.P.O.  Box  9171, 
Hong  Kong  (HK-1792) 


(Rosemary  L.  Hong  Cong-1792) 


(Julie  F.  CAN-1665) 


(Cartoon:  Nancy  Wilson-  Neutral  Comer) 
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INTERNATIONAL  FOUNDATION  FOR  GENDER  EDUCATION 

TV-TS  TAPESTRY  JOURNAL 

International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education,  TV-TS  Tapestry  Journal 

P.O.Box  367,  Wayland,MA  01778  (508)  358-2305  (617)  894-8340 

IFGE  is  a non-profit  organization  serving  the  TV-TS  community,  those  persons  affected  by,  and  those  serving  that  Community. 
Its  services  include,  but  are  not  limited  to:  A network  of  organizations,  information  distribution,  publishing  the  TV-TS  Tapestry, 
and  sponsoring  international  conventions. 

The  Tapestry,  published  by  IFGE,  is  intended  to  be  a source  of  up-to-date  information,  of  support,  and  a communications 
medium  and  unifying  factor  for  the  crossdressing/transsexual  community,  those  persons  affected  by,  and  those  serving  that 
Community. 

AH  information  gfven  on  this  form  is  confidential,  and  no  names  and  addresses  are  gjven  to  others.  Any  information  you  give 
is  helpful,  but  not  required. 

Date: Adopted  name  (if  applicable): 

NAME/ADDRESS: 


TELEPHONE:  Special  mailing  and  phoning  instructions  (how  to  mail,  when  to 

call,  etc.) 

REBATES: 

The  IFGE  supports  all  legitimate  non-profit  TV/TS  organizations  and  services.  $10.00  from  each 
regular  subscription  or  IFGE  Supporting  Membership  will  be  sent  to  the  organization  or  service  of  the 
subscriber’s  choice  to  help  them  offset  the  extra  cost  of  their  efforts  to  help  others.  Please  name  the 
non-profit  TV-TS  organization  or  service  you  wish  to  receive  the  $ 10.00.  (Ifyou  express  no  preference, 
the  $10.00  rebate  will  be  placed  in  the  IFGE  Outreach  and  Education  Fund.) 

PLEASE  CHECK  ONE: 

LIBRARY  SUBSCRIPTION  $30.00  for  four  consecutive  issues  ($40.00  1st  class  postage, 

foreign)  This  is  a special  subscription  rate  for  school  and  public  libraries  only.  (Rebate  does  not  apply.) 

REGULAR  SUBSCRIPTION  $40.00  for  four  consecutive  issues  ($50.00  1st  class  postage, 

foreign,  $60.00  overseas  airmail)  Includes  IFGE  membership,  a subscription  to  the  TV-TS  Tapestry, 
a free  personal  listing  in  the  Tapestry,  and  mail  forwarding.  ($10.00  will  be  rebated  to  the  non-profit 
TV-TS  organization  of  the  Subscriber’s  choice.) 

IFGE  SUPPORTING  MEMBER  $100.00  for  four  consecutive  issues  ($110.00  1st  class 

postage,  foreign)  For  persons  who  wish  to  be  more  active  or  supportive  of  IFGE’s  programs  and 
services.  A portion  of  the  membership  fee  will  be  used  for  publications,  and  the  remainder  will  be 
placed  in  IFGE’s  outreach  and  education  fund.  A Supporting  Membership  includes  a regular 
subscription,  and  discounts  for  selected  IFGE  sponsored  events. 


Make  checks  and/or  money  orders  payable  in  U.S.  Funds  to  ‘IFGE’  or  ‘Tapestry’.  Send  this 
completed  form  and  your  check  or  money  order  to:  ‘IFGE’,  P.O.  Box  367,  Wayland,  MA  01778. 


(Form  RF-988)  (Please  complete  other  side) 
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(¥53) 

TV-TS  TAPESTRY  PERSONAL  LISTING  FORM 

PERSONAL  LISTINGS  OBJECTIVES: 

1. )  To  provide  a means  of  introduction,  outreach,  and  communication  for  members  of  the 

International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education.  (General  Subscribers  and  Supporting 
Members  are  considered  members  of  I.F.G.E.) 

2. )  To  provide  non-members  with  a source  of  support  and  communication. 

3. )  To  provide  the  general  public  with  a better  understanding  of  the  nature  of  the  people  who 

are  members  of  the  Crossdressing/Transsexual  community. 

WHO  MAY  PLACE  A PERSONAL  LISTING: 

1. )  Only  up-to-date  IFGE  Subscribers  and  Supporting  Members  may  advertise.  As  a subscriber 

your  personal  listing  is  free  of  charge  for  the  duration  of  your  subscription.  Your  mail  will 
also  be  forwarded  to  you  at  no  cost  to  you. 

2. )  Your  personal  listing  will  be  in  “The  Tapestry”  and  will  continue  to  be  published  for  the 

duration  of  your  membership.  You  may  withdraw  or  change  your  listing  at  any  time. 

3. )  No  sexually  oriented  wording  or  photos  will  be  accepted. 

4. )  Unless  otherwise  stated,  legal  names  and  addresses  will  not  be  placed  in  the  Tapestry. 

If  you  want  mail  forwarded,  write  “C/O  TAPESTRY”  on  the  bottom  line. 

HOW  TO  RESPOND  TO  A PERSONAL  LISTING: 

1. )  If  the  address  is  given  in  the  personal  listing,  write  directly  to  that  address. 

2. )  If  there  is  no  address  given,  follow  these  instructions  exactly: 

A. )  Place  your  letter  in  an  unstamped  envelope. 

B. )  Pencil  in  the  name,  state  prefix,  and  membership  number  (given  at  the  bottom  of 

the  listing).  (Be  sure  to  use  pencil  so  the  name  can  be  erased.) 

C. )  Include  $1.00  (for  postage  and  handling)  for  each  piece  to  be  forwarded. 

D. )  Place  the  letters  to  be  forwarded  inside  another  envelope  and  mail  to: 

TAPESTRY,  P.O.BOX  367,  WAYLAND,  MA  01778. 

PERSONAL  LISTING: 

Adopted  name: Member  of: 


TV/TS  Events  attended/awards  received: 


Personal  description: 


Comments: 


Mailing  name/address  (If  you  want  your  mail  forwarded,  write  “c/o  Tapestry”): 
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157  W.  57TH  STREET,  SUITE  PH.B,  NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  10019 


J Mu<iiA  Olive 

882-6823 
APPOINTMENT  ONLY 


LiNotAt a.  Foundation*. 
Breast  Forme  ft  Padoino, 
Co  emetics,  Wios.  Jewelry. 
Sportswear  ft  Dresses. 
Alterations  ft  Fashions 
Made-to-Order. 
ANALTSIS  - COUNSELINO 

Make-Up  ft  Charm  Sessions 
un  Hourly  Basis. 


Double  Image 


CROSSDRESSERS , TV’s/TS’s  SUPPORT 


P.  O.  Box  71795 
Las  Vegas,  NV  89170-1795 
(702)  795-8798 


NEW EXCITING 

DIRECT  FROM 

VERNON’S  SPECIALTIES.  Inc. 

GAFFs 

A must  utility  for  all  male  cross-dressers 

The  GAIT  is  worn  tightly  next  to  the  body  and  is  specifically  designed  to 
actually  “hide”  the  merle  genitals. 

Our  GAFFs  are  adjustable,  offering  the  most  in  comfort  and  support  in 
this  super  utility. 

If  you  are  a crossdresser  then,  you’re  in  need  of  the  GAFF. 

The  low  price  for  this  exciting  new  utility  is  only 
$9.95  (phis  $1  postage  & handling) 


SPECIAL  NOTE: 

For  each  GAFF  purchased  a special  donation  will  be  made  to: 
The  International  Foundation  for  Gender  Education 


ORDER  YOUR  NEW  GAFFs  TODAY  FROM: 

VERNON’S  SPECIALTIES,  Inc. 
386  MOODY  ST. 

WALTHAM,  MA  02154 
(617)  894-1744 
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I [BE  ML 
YOU  WANT 
TO  [BE 


June  7- 11. 1989 


Information: 

BE  ALL  WEEKEND 
P.O.  Box  342 
Chicago,  IL  60690 

(312)  364-9514 


Lydia’s  TV  Fashions 

"m* 


• CLASSIC  PUMPS  • 

• STAGE  PUMPS  • 


SIZES  9 to  14 
RED  & BLACK  LEATHER 
OR  PATENT  LEATHER 
5"  or  6”  HEELS 

Just  $95.00  includes  S & H 

California  residents  add  6Zi%  sales  lax 

Phone  orders  with  M/C  or  Visa 

MANY  OTHER  STYLES  OF 
SHOES  IN  STOCK! 


We  Cany: 
Dresses,  Skirts, 
Lingerie,  Shoes, 
Boots,  Wigs, 
Beard  Cover, 
Make-Up, 
Garter  Belts, 
Waist  Cinchers, 
Corsets, 

Maids  Uniforms, 
Breast  Forms, 
Silicone  Breasts,  Bras, 
Nylon  Hose, 
Pantyhose 
(Crotchless  & 
Garter  Belt) 


MAKE-UP 
* LESSONS 
By  Appointment 


vV  CALL  (818)995-7195 
~^F0R  CATALOG  (SEND  $5.00)^ 

13837  Ventura  Boulevard,  Suite  2 
Sherman  Oaks,  California  91423 

Store  Hours: 

Monday  through  Friday  — 12:00  noon  to  6:00  p.m. 
Saturday  — 1 1:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 


Attn:  TV'S  & Big  Babies 

exotic  fashions  in  tall  t XL  sizes  to  52 

CORSETRY,  BREASTFORMS,  OUTERWEAR 
XL  SHOES,  HOSIERY,  WICS.  MAKE-UP,  ETC: 
outfits  for  maids,  big  babies,  & little  girls 


two  separate  catalogs  available 
specify  TV,  baby,  or  both 

$5»each,  U.S.  funds 
SHOP  IN  PRIVACY  OR  BY  MAIL 


Wardrobes  by  Carolyn 


P.O.  Box  183T  Melrose,  MA  02176 
(617)  662-4432,  4-9  PM 


Barbara’s  Crossdressing  Sessions 

Make-up,  dress-up,  feel  feminine, 
sit  and  chat,  and  just  relax  in  a comfortable 
discreet  atmosphere. 

Daytime  Appointments  Only: 

(617)  245-6798 

(Sorry,  not  available  weekends) 
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TRANSFORMATION 

EVttYTHWfi  FOR 

TRANSVESTITES  TRANSEXUALS 
CROSSDRESSERS 
FEMALE  IMPERSONATORS 

We  aie  the  largest  ond  moil  complete 
firm  dealing  with  all  the  unique  Itemi  lot 
ihe  crossdresser 

OVtR  100  VIDEOS.  MAGAZINES  CLOTHING. 
SHOES.  BOOIS.  BREAST  ENLARGEMENT 
DEVICES  WIGS.  UNDERGARMENTS.  COR 
SETS  KNICKERS.  LINGERIE,  SPECIAL  BRAS. 
UNIFORMS  PETTICOATS.  COSMETICS. 
DRESSES,  ETC 

ALSO  AVAILABLE  BONDAGE  GEAR.  ADULT 
BABY  ITEMS.  FORCED  FEMINIZATION.  REAL 
C HASTILY  DEVIC  E S.  PLUS  INFORMATION  ON 
HOW  TO  LOOK  YOUR  MOST  FEMININE. 
MAKE-UP  AND  DRESS 
SEND  $1  00  TO  GET  ON  OUR  MAILING  LIST 
& RECIEVE  FREE  BROCHURES  MONTHLY 

TRANSFORMATION 
Box  459 

Orange  CA.  92665 

Also  ovoiiooie  Centunans  oonaage  catalog  K merchandise 


SALMACIS 


WRITE  DIRECT  It 

To  300  Shemales  & Dominant  women.  No  forwarding  FEES  everl 
■ A great  value  at  less  than  10  cents  per  address. 

S25.00  postpaid 

SALMACIS  SOCIETY  DIRECTORY 

P.O.  Box  1604 

Eugene,  OR  97440-1604  USA 
*-**-■“  ■JuixAmwAWWWi 


VENUS  PRODUCTIONS 

presents 

PERFECTING  FEMININITY 

an  exciting  new  “how  to” 
make-up  video  for 
crossdressers. 

PERFECTING  FEMININITY 
explores  proper  make-up  tech- 
niques and  emphasizes  the 
special  cosmetic  needs  of  the 
crossdresser. 

PERFECTING  FEMININITY 
features  LOLA,  a very  beauti- 
ful, passable  crossdresser,  who 
has  an  extensive  background 
in  cosmetology  and  make-up 
design. 


# 


i & 


M 


I 


LOLA 


PERFECTING  FEMININITY  is  designed  for  every  crossdresser 
who  desires  to  pass  more  effectively  and  is  a must  for  anyone  who 
is  serious  about  crossdressing. 

To  obtain  your  copy  of  PERFECTING  FEMININITY  send  a check 
or  money  order  in  the  amount  of  $29  99  plus  $3.00  for  postage  and 
handling  to: 

Venus  Productions 
P.O.  Box  133 
Westminster,  MD  21157 


Creative  assistance  with 
cross-dressing 


The  TV/  TS  TALK 


PATRICIA  MATTHEWS 


By  appointment 


(617)  232-832S 


DALLAS  CHAPTER,  TRI  ESS 

P.  0.  BOX  461041 
GARLAND.  TEXAS  75046 


The  Fantasy/ Letters  Magazine 
For  People  Interested  In 
Transvestism  And  Transsexualism 

Send  Letters  and  Subscriptions,  to: 

SCD  Publishing  c/o  Nancy  Lawson 
P.O.  Itox  0322 
Minneapolis,  MN  55  100 

One  year  subscription  ...  $21.00  Single  issues  ...  $5.00 
Back  issues  ...  $7.00  (each)  U.S.  Currency  Only 

Make  checks  payable  to  SCD  Publishing. 

Published  bimonthly,  no  letters  may  be  returned. 
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GL/i  ofemme^ 

Devoted  to  the  world  of  transvestism 


Trenton,  New  Jersey  08628 


P.  0.  Box  184 

San  Juan  Capistrano,  CA  92693-01S4 
(714)  496-5227 

J 2 C P Irxfo  Services 

J2CP  Information  Services  provides  informa- 
tion/referral services  formerly  provided  by  the 
Erickson  Educational  Foundation,  JANUS  Information 
Facility,  Renaissance:  Gender  Identity  Services, 

and  C0R1STA,  and  educational  outreach  to  church 
groups,  media,  and  academia.  The  purpose  of  the 
latter  is  to  ju-omote  greater  understanding  among 
all  levels  of  society. 

J2CP  provides  an  information  package  consisting  of 
pamphlets  and  literature  relating  to  gender  dys- 
phoria syndrome,  in  particular  transsexualism. 
This  information  package  is  available  for  a do- 
nation of  $30.00,  to  cover  the  cost  of  research, 
printing,  first-class  postage,  and  secretarial 
services. 

Certified  checks  or  Money  Orders  should  be  made 
payable  to  J2CP  Information  Services. 


tKtoelbe  Center  <©uest  $ouSe 

P RO V 1 NC  ETO W N 

Spacious  Rooms 
With  TV 

Private  or  Semi-Private  Baths 
Continental  Breakfast 
Central  Location  • Patio  • Parking  • Free  Brochure 

Discounts  on  longer  slays 

Hosts:  Jon  & Roger 

12  Center  9 reel.  Provmcetown.  MA  02657 
Reservations:  Tat  (617)  487-0361 


PO  Box 
4928 

Portland,  (503) 
Oregon  641-6736 
97208 

J\]orthn>es  t Gjenhr  “Alliance 

Cross  Gender  Living  Roni  President 


PHASE  I NOW  OPEN 

lLLUS,°% 

% 

~ A DIVISION  OF  CREATIVE  CONCEPTS  v 

At  last  a company  organized  to  meet  your  needs, 
not  just  profit.  Feminine  Illusions  is  a high 
confidential  support  and  service  organization 
designed  to  assist  you  in  the  exploration  of  your 
feminine  self. 

Services  Include: 

• FASHION 
• MAKEUP 
• HAIRSTYLES 
• SHOPPING  SERVICES 
• FEMININE  TRAINING. 


NAME : 

ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: ZIP: 


Serving  Chicagoland,  and  the  U.S 

m 


DISCOVER 


Addison,  IL 

(312)  543-4486 

Monday  - Saturday  10  AM  - 10  PM 

“We  Do  Our  Best  To  See  You  Look  Yours!" 
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AH  dressed  up 
and  nowhere  to  go? 


Welcome  to  the  exciting  world  of 
uninhibited  personality  expression  where  you  can  safely  talk 
about  crossdressing,  transsexualism,  transgenderism,  and  other 
related  issues.  You  must  be  18  years  of  age  to  participate.  Calls 
cost  20  cents  for  the  first  minute  and  10  cents  for  each  minute 
thereafter.  Call  1-550-8887  24  hours. 
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PROVINCETOWN 


Permanent  Hair  Removal 

• CLE’CTR0LV5I5  • 

1 HOUR  $ 25°°  • 10  HOUQS  ■}  200°° 

20  HOURS  -5360°° 
Vacation  in  Phoenix, Az.  while  having 
upto  20  hours  of  electrolysis 
per  week. 

Maria  (602)  246-L966 

Chris  (602)2  4^-9067 


• Complete  Make-Overs 

• Body  Waxing 

• Image  Consulting 

• Dressings 

• Overall  Conversions 

HEADLINERS 

Full  Service  Salon 
806  W.  Higgins 
Park  Ridge,  1L  60068 
(312)  825-2404 
Near  Sheraton  Inti  O'Hare 


N 


Don't  Fantasize  It 

LIVE  IT! 


We'll 
tell  you  how  . . . 


For  free  vacation  brochure  write 

Provincetown  Business  Guild 
Box  T 

Provincetown,  MA  02657 
Phone:  (617)  487-2313 


SERVICES  FOR  MEN 

(and  their  families) 


Individual,  Family  and  Group  Therapy  for  Individuals  with 
SEXUAL  AND  GENDER  ISSUES 
IDENTITY  PROBLEMS 
RELATIONSHIP  PROBLEMS 
DEPRESSION 


Staff  of  Board  Certified  & Licensed  Social  Workers,  Psychiatrist,  and 
Psychologist.  Qualified  for  Health  Insurance  Payments. 
Offering  COMPLETE  CONFIDENTIALITY. 

EVENING  & SATURDAY  HOURS  AVAILABLE 
Call  Michael  Becker  LICSW 


2464  Mass.  Ave. 
North  Cambridge 


395-2450 


66  Wyman  Street 
West  Medford 


EVERY  TV'S  DREAM  COME  TRUE!" 
THE  "STAGEDOOR"  TV  CATALOG 


1 925  E.  LINCOLN  BLVD.,  ANAHEIM,  CA  92805  (71 4) 


40  PAGE  FULL 
COLOR  TV  FASHION 
CATALOG/MAGAZINE 


| AVAILABLE  ONLY 
THROUGH  VERSATILE 
FASHIONS  AS 
EXCLUSIVE 
(DISTRIBUTOR 

TABLE  TOP  QUALITY 


•full  line  of  tv 

FASHIONS.  ALL 
ITEMS  AVAILABLE 

"HOW  TO" 
INSTRUCTIONS  ON 
MAKEUP,  WIGS,  ETC. 


<^£2^  <^22^ 


PLEASE  RUSH  ME  THE  "STAGEDOOR"  CATALOG 
AT  315.00  + 32.00  POSTAGE.  CHECK 


CALIF.  RESIDENTS  ADD  6%  SALES  TAX. 

MC  OR  VISA  t 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 


. CASH MOD 

TOTAL  ENC.  3 


EXP.  DATE 

MAIL  TO: 

VERSATILE  FASHIONS 
PO  BOX  1051 
TUSTIN,  CALIF.  92601 
(714)  534-1490 
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PEOPLE  * SYSTEMS 
POTENTIAL 

COUNSELING 

If  you  are  a crossdresser  or  a gender- 
confused  person  and  would  like  to  ex- 
plore your  feelings,  relationships,  life- 
style, and  any  issues  in  your  life,  we  can 
help.  Your  partners  and  other  family 
members  are  also  welcome. 

WORKSHOPS 

We  can  present  a personal  development 
program  for  your  club  members  or  con- 
ference. 

Niela  Miller,  Ms  Ed,  LCSW 
508-264-4565 


(9«7'  245-1  395 


jFashions,  3lnr. 


' (forsetru  31s  (Ji)itr  Sperialt^ 


60  ALBION  ST 
WAKfFlELO  MASS  01080 


Florence’s  offers  a comfortable  and 
friendly  atmosphere,  personalized  service. 
We  have  a complete  line  of  dresses,  lingerie, 
breast  forms,  wigs  and  shoes. 

Store  Hours 

Monday  through  Thursday  9:30  - 5:00 
Friday  9:30  - 8:00 
Saturday  9:30  - 5:00 


ATTENTION !!!  all  crossdressers 

YOU  ARE  CORDIALLY  INVITED  TO  ATTEND 
THE  TIFFANY  CLUB  91H  ANNUAL  SPRING  FLING 


Monday,  May  29,  1989  thru  Monday,  June  6,  1989 
In  the  beautiful  Cape  Cod  community  of 
PROVINCETOWN,  MASS. 

All  members  of  the  cross-dressing/transsexual  community, 
their  families,  friends  and  those  who  work  on  our  behalf 
are  welcome  to  join  us  in  enjoying  a vacation  en’femme. 

GENERAL  INFORMATION: 

Hostess  Program.  If  you  would  like  to  try  your  hand  at  being  a motel 
desk  clerk,  volunteer  for  our  Hostess  Program  and  enjoy  the 
experience  of  welcoming  arriving  guests. 

“Big  Sister”  Program.  If  you  are  a past  participant  and  would  like  to 
enjoy  the  experience  of  helping  newcomers,  volunteer  for  our  “Big 
Sister”  Program. 

Newcomers.  If  this  is  your  first  outing  or  if  you  are  just  feeling  a little 
shaky  and  in  need  of  moral  support,  we  have  a group  of  experienced 
cross-dressers  who  will  help  and  guide  you  in  making  the  most  of 
enjoying  this  unique  event. 

Banquet.  Bring  your  finest  and  fanciest  to  enjoy  our  Banquet  at  the 
lovely  Bayside  Dining  Room  of  the  Boatslip  Beach  Club. 

PJ  Parties.  Bring  your  loveliest  negligees  and  slippers  or  your  funniest 
flannels  and  fuzzy  feet  for  our  endless  stream  of  PJ  parties. 

Pool  Party,  Pizza  Party,  Buffet,  Shopping,  Beach  Combing,  Dune 
Touring,  Whale  Watching,  Bye-Bye  Brunch,  Chit-Chat.  Koffee 
Matching,  F.I.  Shows,  Dancing,  Night  Qubbinq,  and  much  more. 

ACCOMMODATIONS  ARE  LIMITED  - REGISTER  NOW! 

FEES:  Package  price  includes  registration  fee  and  accommodations. 
Registration  fee  includes  tax,  gratuities,  Banquet,  Buffet,  Pool  Party 
and  all  other  organized  activities. 


Type  Room 

COUPLE 

SINGLE 

SHARED 

Departure 

SUN 

MON 

SUN  I 

MON 

SUN  1 

MON 

6/4  1 

6/5 

6/4  1 

6/5 

6/4  * 

6/5 

A Mon.  5/29 

$560  1 

$625 

$510  1 

$575 

$390  ! 

$435 

R Tues.  5/30 

495  | 

560 

445  | 

510 

345  | 

390 

R Wed.  5/31 

430 

495 

380  | 

445 

300  | 

345 

1 Thur.  6/1 

365  . 

430 

315  , 

380 

255  . 

300 

V Fri.  6/2 

300 

365 

250  | 

315 

210  | 

255 

E 

P/COUPLE 

P/PERSON 

P/PErSoi 

If  you  prefer  to  handle  your  own  accommodations,  you  may  still 
participate  in  all  activities  by  simply  paying  a registration  fee  of  $100 
per  person.  No  discounts  apply. 

DISCOUNTS  & REFUNDS:  If  paid  in  full  by  April  1,  deduct  10% 
from  the  package  price.  Full  refund  available  prior  to  April  15.  Fifty 
percent  refund  available  prior  to  May  15. 

Make  checks  out  to:'Ti ff any  Club  of  New  England" 

Questions  or  requests  for  registration  forms  should  oe  addressed  to: 

Tiffany  Qub  of  New  England 
(TCOUT89) 

P.O.  Box  2283 
Woburn,  MA  01888 


Contact  Jackie  McDonald  at  the  above  address  or  call: 
(617)  358-2305. 
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22968  Victory  Blvd.,  Suite  196 
Woodland  Hills,  CA  91367 
WOMENS’  FASHIONS  FOR  MEN 
Send  $5,95  For  Your 
Catalog  TODAY 


CROWNING  GLORY  WIGS 

PO  BOX  40366°SAN  DiEG0°CALIF°92104 


MIRAGE 
BREAST  FORMS 

HELP  YOU  TO 
“Be  All  You  Want  To  Be” 


Imagine  Breast  Forms 
that  attach  to  your  body 
so  that  they  look  and  feel 
like  real  breasts. 

You  can  even  go  braless 
We  also  have  wigs,  lingerie 
and  most  products  services 
to  help  you  feel  complete. 
Featured  in  FMI 
Magazine  1984 


For  more  information: 
Please  send  $2.00  to 
Mirage 
Box  6678-K 
Glendale,  CA  91205 


VERNON’S 
SILK  and  LACE  Div. 

• Cross-dressing  Specialists 

• Dress  sizes  4-56;  shoes  to  14WW 

• Private  Dressing  Room 

• Professional  Makeup  Lessons 

• Call  for  your  personal  appointment 

• For  Women  and  Men 

• Discreet  mail  order  service,  too! 

• Catalogue  fee  is  deductable 
from  first  $100.0U  purchase. 

Send  $15.00  (check  or  M.O.)  for  our  latest  catalogue. 

Vernon’s,  386-T  Moody  Street,  Waltham,  MA  02154  (617)  894-1744 
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counted  convention  rate  of  $50  Single  / $60  double 
has  been  negotiated.  Toll-free  number  for  hotel 
IFGE’  3rd  Annual  reservations:  (800)227-4747 


"COMING  TOGETHER" 
CONVENTION 

San  Francisco,  April  4-9, 1989 

* 7 full  days  of  programs  to  help  you  enjoy 
your  visit  to  San  Francisco,  including  a Bay 
cruise,  shopping  & sight-seeing  tours,  exciting 
and  fun-filled  nights  out  on  the  town,  and  more! 

* 5 full  days  of  educational  programs! 

* Continuing  workshops,  seminars  and 
raps  for  our  community's  "movers  & shakers 7 

* Special  programs  for  transsexuals  and 
significant  others! 

* Special  top  name  guest  speakers! 

* An  elegant  banquet  and  very  special 
evening  celebrating  our  pride  and  achieve- 
ments! 

* "How  To" programs,  and  much  much 
more ! 

PURPOSE:  To  have  a convention  that  is  of  actual 

and  effective  service  to  the  Transvestite/Transsexual 
Community,  and  those  affected  by  that  Community.  It 
is  also  intended  to  provide  an  educational  resource  to 
those  persons  who  have  an  interest  in  issues  related  to 
gender  expression  and  identity.  We  will  also  have 
FUN! 


CODE-OF-CONDUCT:  It  is  expected  that  all 
persons  attending  the  "Coming  Together"  convention 
will  dress  tastefully  (whether  that  be  in  masculine  or 
feminine  attire),  will  exercise  good  manners  and  com- 
mon sense  at  all  times,  and  will  protect  the  security  and 
peace  of  mind  of  all.  It  is  our  intention  to  project  an 
image  of  dignity  and  self-respect,  and  we  expect  all 
participants  and  guests  to  act  accordingly. 

ACCOMMODATIONS:  The  San  Franciscan 

Hotel  is  an  excellent  facility  for  our  convention.  The 
location,  at  8th  and  Market,  is  convenient  to  shopping, 
restaurants,  and  night  life  (a  brand  new  Nordstrom’s  just 
a block  away).  The  hotel  has  just  undergone  a complete 
refurbishment,  and  the  sleeping  rooms  are  excellent. 
The  lobby  boasts  a fine  restaurant  and  bar,  gift  shop  and 
beauty  parlor.  The  hotel  knows  who  we  are,  and  is 
looking  forward  to  hosting  our  convention.  A dis- 


AIR  TRAVEL:  United  Airlines  has  been  designated 
official  air  carrier  for  the  convention,  and  a special  dis- 
count is  available.  Details  will  be  included  with  the 
registration  acknowledgement. 

REGISTRATION  FEES: 

(Hotel  fees  not  included) 

(Keynote  Speakers  Luncheons  not  included) 
(10%  discount  if  paid  by  Jan.  1, 1989) 

Full  Convention: 

Per  Person: 

Couple: 

3-Dav  Registration: 

Per  person: 

Couple: 

Per  Diem  Per  Person: 

Tuesday  $35.00,  Wednesday  $75.00, 
Thursday  $75.00,  Friday  $75.00, 
Saturday  $75.00,  Sunday  $50.00 
Misc.  Fees: 

Banquet  (non-participant)  $40.00 
Luncheons  (participant)  $15.00 
(Non-participant)  $25.00 
Seminars  (non-participant): 
Non-professional  $20.00  per  hour 
Professional  $25.00  per  hour 
Deposits: 

Minimum  $100.00  deposit  required 
Refunds: 

90%  refund  before  Feb.  1, 1989 
50%  refund  before  Mar.  1, 1989 
(No  refunds  after  Mar.  1) 

Payments:  Make  checks  or  M.O.  payable  to 
"Coming  Together".  Visa/MasterCard 
accepted  (6%  service  charge). 

"Coming  Together" 

P.O.  Box  367 
Wayland,  MA  01778 


$205.00 

350.00 

$175.00 

$275.00 
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THE  TRINITY  OF  BEING: 

OF  BEING  MASCULINE, 

OF  BEING  FEMININE, 

OF  BEING  ONE 

WITH  YOURSELF  AND  NATURE! 


TV-TS  TAPESTRY  JOURNAL 
P.O.  Box  367 
Wayland,  MA  01778 
(617)  899-2212 


